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St. Matthew Lutheran Church 
1505 Dover Street, Worthington, MN 

March 2023 Newsletter 
 

 
Join us Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. for our mid-week Lent worship services 
(March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29).  This year’s theme for the mid-week services is, Promised Treasures.  
We have a fresh opportunity to embrace God’s amazing love for us, His children, in new ways. 
Jesus mentions that a good teacher not only brings out new treasures but reminds people of old 
and rich treasures as well (see Matthew 13:52). Just as Israel wandered through the wilderness 
under Moses for forty years, awaiting the Promised Land, we await heaven in the wilderness of 
this life. Life as exiles in the wilderness of this world is not easy and pain-free. In this vale of tears, 
we await our real home, the new promised land of heaven. Until we enter our eternal promised 
land, however, the Lord calls us to be His light in this dark world. This series begins with ashes (on 
Ash Wednesday), then proceeds to salt, water, light, bread, and finally, palms. All these beautiful 
Old and New Testament elements will remind you of God’s eternal love in Christ, fill you with 
renewed hope, and increase your joy, knowing that because we are His children, God is near to us 
now more than ever. Free Devotion Books, which go along with this series, are available 
in our Great Hall area. Themes for the weeks are: 
        March 1 – Salt: The Gift that Sweetens and Preserves 
        March 8 – Water Gives You Life 
        March 15 – Light Shining in the Darkness 
          March 22 – Bread of Life 
   March 29 – Palms and Victory 
 

We will conclude the series during Holy Week. At this time, those services are 
scheduled to be: 

PALM SUNDAY, April 2nd at 10:45 a.m. - Youth will be serving Breakfast 9-10:15 a.m. 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 6th at 6:30 p.m. 
GOOD FRIDAY, April 7th at 6:30 p.m. 
EASTER SUNDAY, April 9th at 10:45 a.m. 
 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

BEGINS MARCH 12TH! 
Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead 

one hour when you go to bed on 

Saturday, March 11th  
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HELP US BEAUTIFY OUR CHURCH FOR EASTER 
 

Everyone is encouraged to help beautify our church for Easter Sunday by 

purchasing an Easter Lily. If you would like to join in this celebration of 

new life by donating a Lily, there are 2 ways to donate: 

1) We will be ordering Lilies from the Seed & Stem floral shop. 

They will be $16 each. To donate this way, please fill out the 

enclosed form and return it to the church office, along with your 

payment by March 12th. Make checks payable to St. Matthews. 

2) If you wish to bring in your own Lily, you may do that also. You 

may also bring in flowering, colored plants (mums, cyclamen, etc.) 

as well. If you will be bringing in your own, please fill out the enclosed form and 

return it to the church office by March 23rd.  Please have your plant here at the 

church by 9:00AM on Saturday, April 8th. The Altar Guild will be decorating the 

church at that time. We ask that you bring your plant (or if Hy-Vee or another 

floral shop will be delivering it) on April 6th or 7th, to ensure that the plant stays 

fresh for Easter Sunday! Please label your plant with your name to ensure you get the 

correct one back. We will have labels available here to use. 

3) If you wish to have your donation printed in the Easter Bulletins for “In Honor of,” “In 

Memory of,” or “To the Glory of God”, and your are not filling out a form, please 

contact Bev in the church office by March 23rd.  

4) You may take your plant home AFTER the Easter Sunday worship service. 

If you have any questions, please contact Bev in the church office. 
 

 
 

 

DINNER & TRIVIA NIGHT 
Come out and enjoy a night of trivia for ALL 
GENERATIONS, laughter, and a nice catered 
meal. The high school youth group is hosting!    
A free-will donation will be taken to help support 
their 2023 summer mission trip to Winchester, 
Kentucky. We will be serving a comfort meal of 
pork commercials, green beans, and an 
assortment of bars. Babysitting will be offered  
for younger kids during the event. The date is 
Friday, March 10th at 6PM. Please sign up on 
the sheet in the Great Hall, call the church office, 
email Jenna at stmattyouthdirector@gmail.com. 
We welcome all ages (middle school students 
and up) and there will be prizes for the 
winning table! Please indicate if you will need 
childcare. Thanks for your support! 

 

mailto:stmattyouthdirector@gmail.com
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From the Pastor…… 

“I Believe, Help My Unbelief!” 
 

“But if you can do anything, have compassion and help us.”  And Jesus said to him, “If you can!  All things 

are possible for one who believes.”  Immediately the father of the child cried 

out and said, “I believe, help my unbelief!”  Mark 9:22b-24  ESV 
 

“I believe, help my unbelief!”  These words were spoken by a father whose child had been suffering a long 

time due to demon possession.  He was at wit’s end when he requests of Jesus.  How much he knew of Jesus 

we don’t know, but we know that the nature of the demon was such that it could only be driven out by 

prayer, and that the disciples who had not accompanied Jesus on the mountain to witness His transfiguration 

were unable to drive out the demon.  Jesus responds to the man’s request, “If you can!  All things are 

possible for one who believes.”  And then the man cries out “I believe, help my unbelief.” 
 

“I believe, help my unbelief!”  This is the continual cry of the Christian as long as we are in this world.  For 

though we believe, we do have our doubts, we do have our questions, we don’t believe as we should.  If we 

had perfect faith—perfect belief—then we would never sin.  But we do sin against God and against others.  

This is the battle that we have in this world, the battle, of course, which is intensified in Lent.  The cry of the 

father of the demon-possessed boy is our cry as well, as we confess our sins before God, knowing that we are 

weak, at our wit’s end, and desperately need God’s help. 
 

How does Jesus respond to this cry?  Does He rebuke the man for unbelief?  No.  He rebukes the demon and 

demands that he come out of the boy.  And thus, the demon is driven out and the boy is healed.  He gives the 

man what he requested. 
 

So also, when we confess our sins to God, essentially saying, “Lord, I believe, help my unbelief” the Lord 

doesn’t rebuke us either.  He doesn’t tell us that we should try harder, though we should.  He doesn’t tell us 

that we just need to believe more, though we should.  He tells us that our sins are forgiven, paid for by His 

holy, precious blood.  He reminds us that He has done all that is necessary for our salvation, and He gives us 

His body and blood in Holy Communion as a testament to this.  He gives us His Holy Spirit that we may 

believe.   
 

“Lord, I believe, help my unbelief”  He will, until that day when there will be only belief.   

In Jesus’ Name,   

Pastor Schuetz 

 
 

CHURCH RECORDS 
Baptism 

➢ Eleanor June Broesder, daughter of Jacob & Sarah Broesder was baptized February 4. 
 

Deaths/Funerals 

➢ Sandra Miller passed away January 14; Memorial Service at Benson Funeral Home on January 20. 
 

 

 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) News 
 

Our Annual Prayer Service will be on Thursday, March 2nd at 1:30 p.m. in the basement 

Fellowship Hall. Please join us for this uplifting event! A short business meeting will 

follow. Sarah Circle will host this event. The Sarah Circle will host the Sunday, March 19th 

Coffee Hour. 
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ALTAR GUILD 

Serving in March will be Darlene Macklin and Sandy Meyer. If you would like to be a part of the Altar 

Guild, please contact Velma Cortright, 376-5600 or Sandy Meyer, 376-6290. 

 

MUSIC & WORSHIP NEWS 
 

“O sacred Head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, Thine only crown.” LSB 449 vs 1 
 

With much prayerful consideration by our staff and church leadership, the decision was made to offer our 

congregation the opportunity to again participate in the Passion Drama at our Good Friday service 6:30 p.m., 

April 7. In the absence of a full-time pastor, this service may look somewhat different than it has in the past, 

but we feel it is too important to our congregation and community to do away with it. 

BUT we need YOUR help to make this possible! Singers, actors, people to organize costuming, props, 

and lighting are all needed. Many people will be needed for us to be able to include this drama in our 

Good Friday service. Please prayerfully consider how you can help with this meaningful service.  Sign-

up sheets are in the Great Hall. Please contact Lorenda Glade at the church with any questions.  
 

Choral singers for the Passion Drama:  

• Rehearsals on Wednesdays 5:45-6:15 p.m. beginning MARCH 1-MARCH 29. Full cast rehearsals 

will be scheduled for Holy Week.  

• March 1 & 8 rehearsals will focus on learning/reviewing voice parts for "Thy Will be Done," 

"Passion and the Crown," and "Were You There."  
 

If you are unable to participate directly in our Passion Drama, please keep all our participants in your prayers 

that this will be a spiritually meaningful experience for our congregation and community.  
 

God’s Blessings, 

Lorenda Glade, Director of Music and Worship 

 
 

 DIRECTOR OF HUMAN CARE & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS  
by Roxann Leckband 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior. While we are in the season of Lent I think of the great 

sacrifice Jesus gave. His body broken and beaten. “Not with gold or silver but with His Holy precious 

blood”. Our Confirmation youth would know this comes from the meaning of the second Article of the 

Apostle’s Creed. How do we reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for each of us? The theme for the Lenten 

season this year is Promised Treasures. There is a daily devotional booklet for families and a weekly Bible 

study on Sunday mornings during the Sunday school hour in the basement fellowship hall. The theme of the 

Bible study is Promised Treasures. A Lenten calendar has been sent home with our Sunday School children. 

This calendar provides a means for our children to participate in a daily Lenten devotion. If you did not 

receive a calendar, please contact me or the church office.  
 

Health Ministry:  
 

As our bodies are a gift of God to be used in service and praise of Him. It is our responsibility to care for it. 

March is recognized as the National Nutrition Month. I have included some practical health strategies to 

incorporate into our daily lives (please see the information on page 10 of this newsletter). You may also 

go to this website, www.nationaltoday.com/national-nutrition-month/ for more information. 
 

http://www.nationaltoday.com/national-nutrition-month/
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HUMAN CARE & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY continued: 

 

Reminder the Walking Path in the lower level of the church is open and available for walking. If you 

arrive at the church and the basement door is not open, please look up one of the staff and we will be happy 

to open it for you. It is awesome seeing folks walking and enjoying fellowship.  
 

The Health Cabinet will be meeting on Tuesday, March 21st at 12:30 in Roxie’s office.  
 

Advanced Directive information and development is available by notifying Roxie. A time will be set up to 

meet individually.  

 

Human Care Ministry:  
 

Widow’s groups meet two times per month. The ladies will be meeting on Monday, March 6th at Perkins at 

12:30. An evening group will meet on Monday, March 20th in the Fireside Room at church at 5:15 p.m. We 

will have supper with the main entrée provided. We will have a time of Christian fellowship and a widow 

focused Bible study.  
 

Noon Fellowship will be on Monday, March 13th with meatloaf, mashed potatoes & gravy as the main 

entrée. Please join us at noon. You may bring a dish to pass, provide a freewill offering or just yourself. We 

will have great fellowship and a time in God’s Word.  
 

The Young Adult Singles ministry will meet on Monday, March 27th at 6:00 p.m. at The Mav restaurant. 

Please join us and bring a friend!  
 

Mobile Meals went well thanks to all the volunteers and the three coordinators, Karen Obermoller, Charlene 

Wintz, and Gail DeGrote.  
 

Women in the Word Bible Study group meets every Wednesday morning at 8:45 a.m. in the Fireside 

Room. 

 

Children’s Ministry:  

 

On Palm Sunday the Sunday School children will be singing during the worship service (April 2nd). The 

children will be escorted up to the Sanctuary by the Sunday school teachers at the end of Sunday school 

hour. 
 

Lenten Calendars are available for all Sunday School children, they go along with our Lent theme of,  

Promised Treasures. These calendars were sent home with the children, if you did not get one, please contact 

us. 
 

There is NO Sunday School on Easter Sunday, April 9th. 
 

Day Camp/VBS will be held on June 18-25th from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. More information will be available in 

future months. 
 

We are excited about having a children’s book, The Complete Easter Story, provided for our families. The 

book was written by a former St. Matthew Lutheran Church Deaconess, Helen Haidle, who served here from 

1962-1965. Helen remembers and holds St. Matthew Lutheran Church dear to her heart. The books will be 

made available once they arrive. The retail price of this book is $19.99, we are asking for a suggested free-

will donation of $3 per book. Keep watching the bulletin and our social media sites for updates. 
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Highlights from the February 13, 2023 Council Meeting 

Treasurer’s Report: January expenses were $31,644.00 with income of $28,929.72 ; leaving the General 

Fund balance at $115,423.74. Other balances as of 1/31/23 were: Youth Account $15,352.93; Momentum 

One (Emma Schade Scholarship) $679,816.36; Momentum Two $222,411.93; and Memorial Fund 

$97,772.09. 

Staff Reports:  Pastor – Average Sunday attendance in church = 152. YouTube views remain steady.   

Roxie – All ministries are going well. A new Sunday morning Bible Study will begin the first Sunday in Lent 

entitled, Promised Treasures. Confirmation Retreat scheduled for March 10th.  Jenna– Youth board continues 

to meet monthly for budgeting and planning. Jr. High Prayer & Play nights have had about 15 kids in 

attendance. The Quarterly 507 Youth Event was held here on February 1 with just over 100 area students and 

adults attending. Thank you to the LWML ladies for making and serving bars for this event. Papa Murphy’s 

pizza fundraiser was a great success, with 513 pizzas being sold! A high school Father & Son event was held 

at Hickory Lodge. A Faith & Family ice skating event will be on February 26th. Dinner & Trivia night is 

scheduled for March 10th, this is a fundraiser for the mission trip. Three students (Evan Hansberger, Nia 

Iverson, Madison Sieve) will be attending this year’s Youth Lead trip in St. Louis, MO. We will do a Youth 

Led worship service on March 26th. Youth Group will be serving breakfast on Palm Sunday instead of Easter 

Sunday this year. A 3-day Urban Plunge trip is scheduled for August 11-13, 2023 for 6th-8th grade students 

and will take place in Omaha, Nebraska.  Lorenda – Promised Treasures is the theme Pastor John has 

selected for our Mid-week Lenten services. The keyboard from the balcony has been moved to the Chapel, 

and the one that was in the Chapel is in the Choir Room for now. Contacting possible participants for telling 

the Passion story on Good Friday. Please pray that if it is God’s will that the needed pieces fall into place for 

offering this meaningful worship opportunity to our congregation and our community.  

Elders: Went over the Lenten Season worship service times (published on the first page of this newsletter.) 

Trustees: Chevy van needs to be driven more. Recall on the white van is being explored. Door closures on 

several rooms will be checked, along with water pressures. 

Ministry Planning Board: Trying to find more ways to support and encourage volunteers. The Board is 

looking for direction. There needs to be a solid idea and vision of where the focus of this board should be. 

Old Business: The balcony project continues. 

New Business: Pastor John presented information on “Faith Comes By Hearing” and St. Matthew’s support 

is being explored.   

Next Council Meeting is scheduled for March 13, 2023 at 6:15 p.m.  

 
 

MARCH ACOLYTES 
  

  March 1 – 6:30pm = Stella Thier 

     March 5 – 10:45 a.m. = Tayton Thiner 

  March 8 – 6:30pm = Sophia Schultz  

     March 12 – 10:45 a.m. = Camren Luther  

  March 15 – 6:30pm = Logan DeVries 

     March 19 = 10:45 am. = Cael Schettler 

  March 22 – 6:30pm = Owen Seegers 

     March 26 = Emily Dahlquist  

  March 29 – 6:30pm = Emily Lowe 

     April 2 = Gerret Larson   

  April 6 – 6:30pm = Addison Peralta-Cross 
 

If you are unable to fulfill your scheduled time, please find a replacement and then phone the 

church office with the change.  Thank You!  
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YPOG NEWS: 
Middle & High School Youth 

Verse of the Month: But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9 

 
Calendar of Events: 

March 1 Youth group and Confirmation 5:30-6:30 PM. Lent service 6:30 PM. 

March 5 Worship 10:45 AM. Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM. 

March 8 Confirmation & Youth Group 5:30 PM. Lent Service 6:30 PM. Youth board meeting 

7:15 PM (right after Lent Service). 

March 10-11 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat at Camp Okoboji 

March 10 St. Matthew Dinner & Trivia Night 6-8 PM in church basement. Everyone is 

invited to this fun event! High school youth are asked to help with childcare and 

set-up/clean-up where needed. 

March 12 Worship 10:45 AM. Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM. 

March 15 Confirmation & Youth Group 5:30 PM. Lent Service 6:30 PM. 

March 16-19 LCMS Youth Lead trip to St. Louis, MO 

March 17 Jr. High (5th-8th grade) Prayer & Play Night 6-8 PM 

March 19 Worship 10:45 AM. Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 9:30 AM.   

March 22 Confirmation & Youth Group 5:30 PM. Lent Service 6:30 PM. 

March 24-25 8th-12th grade Crossroads retreat at Camp Shetek Friday 5 PM-Saturday 11 AM 

March 26 Worship 10:45 AM (H.S. youth led service). Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM. 

March 29 Confirmation & Youth Group 5:30 PM. Lent Service 6:30 PM.  

 

8th Grade Confirmation Retreat 

There will be an overnight retreat for 8th grade students at Camp Okoboji. All 8th grade 

students are expected to attend this retreat on Friday, March 10th-Saturday, March 11th. If 

you CAN’T attend, please contact Roxie to make other arrangements. More details and a 

packing list will be sent home during Confirmation. 

 

Jr. High Prayer & Play night:  5th-8th grade students are invited on Friday, March 17th for a 

Prayer/Play night at the church from 6-8 PM. Friends are welcome to attend! We will spend 

time in prayer, playing group games, and eating pizza! Please RSVP to Jenna so we can 

plan accordingly for pizza.  
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YPOG NEWS CONTINUED: 
 

Lent Worship Services 

During the month of March, youth group will be held from 5:30-6:30 PM. High school kids 

and families are encouraged to attend the Lent services at 6:30 PM each week.  

 

8th-12th grade Crossroads Retreat: 

Where: Lutheran Camp Shetek, Slayton MN  

When: Friday, March 24th 5 PM to Saturday, March 25th 11 AM 

Details: All 8th-12th grade students are invited to attend this Crossroads (welcoming in 8th 

grade students and sending off seniors) retreat. RSVP is needed for cabin space and food 

preparation. We will leave Friday at 5:00 PM from the church parking lot. There will be 

supper, devotion, fellowship, Smores, and night games on Friday. We will be staying in the 

cabins there. Saturday morning, we will have breakfast, team building exercises, and 

devotional time. We will be back at our church by 11:00 AM on Saturday. Please encourage 

your kids to attend this event! This will be a great opportunity for our kids to grow closer as a 

youth group and encourage each other heading into the summer months! The cost is $10 to 

help with food and lodging expenses. 

 

LCMS Youth Lead Trip and Youth Led church service: 

• 3 high school students and 2 adult chaperones will be going to the 2023 Youth Lead 

trip in St. Louis, MO March 16-19. We will leave at 5:30 AM on the 16th and return by 

9 PM on the 19th. Please be in prayer for this group!  

• The high school youth group will be leading the 10:45 AM worship service on Sunday, 

March 26th. The 3 students who attended the Youth Lead trip will be sharing their 

experiences and other youth members will take part in different areas of the service 

(ushering, greeters, worship band participants, children’s message, readers, etc.). If 

your young adult CANNOT be there on the 26th, please let Jenna know. Thank you! 

 

Looking ahead: 

• April 1st: Final $200 payment is due for the 2023 Kentucky Mission Trip 

• Sunday, April 2nd: H.S. youth group will be serving Palm Sunday Breakfast from 

9:00-10:15 AM in the church basement. Youth are to be here by 8:30 AM to help 

serve. We are asking each family to bring some muffins. They can be dropped off on 

that Sunday morning or in the church office during the week.  

• Wednesday, May 10th: Kentucky mission trip parent and youth participant meeting in 

church basement fellowship hall 6:30 PM. Important details will be discussed!  

 

*Please contact Jenna Bents, Director of Youth & Family Ministries, with any 

additional questions.* 
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THANK YOU RECEIVED 
 

Thank you for serving lunch on January 21st. Your group served 197 adults and 5 children. The guests of The 

Banquet are grateful for your ongoing support. God Bless, 

The Banquet, Sioux Falls SD 

 
 

          
PLEASE NOTE: When the Winter Weather is questionable, there are several ways for 
you to find out if our services or classes/activities have been cancelled:   

✓ A post on our Facebook page will be the first thing we do. 

✓ A “push notification” will be done on our church App. 

✓ Log on to the local radio station’s website (myradioworks.net) and check their weather 
announcements. 

✓ Tune into the local radio stations: 730AM and FM stations 93.5, 104.3, 95.1; however, their 
verbal announcements are not updated as quickly as their website. 

✓ We will also put a notice on our church website. 
 

Parents, please note: if Worthington schools are Closed or Released Early, due to the weather, 
activities will not take place at church that evening either. 

 
 

RightNow MEDIA 
One of St. Matthew’s goals is to provide our members with discipleship resources, 

which is why we give all our members access to RightNow Media! As a church, 
we have subscribed to this wonderful digital Bible study library for a 

few years and have made it available to all our members before. You 
have access to a huge library of biblical content that can grow your faith 

and strengthen your walk with God. RightNow Media has been called the 
“Netflix of video Bible studies.” These videos can be used as part of a group 

study or for personal devotions. There’s even a library just for kids with over 
2,000 safe, entertaining videos. There are several ways for you to get started: 

 

1) Use this custom link to access RightNow Media: 
                 https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/stmatthews 
 

2) or Text this code: STMATTHEWS   to: 49775 
 

3) or Scan the included QR Code  → 
 

4) or go to our church’s website and click on the RightNow Media 
banner included on the front page  and under the “media” tab. 
 

5) Then, create your profile and explore! 
 

RightNow Media can be used on: android, Chromecast, iPhone and iPad, Roku, Apple TV, fire TV. 
 

Feel free to contact the church office with any questions. We are here to help you get 
started using these resources.       

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/stmatthews
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Practical Health Strategies (from Human Care/Parish Nurse): 
 

FIVE (REALISTIC WAYS TO EAT HEALTHIER THIS MONTH) 

1. Go, go H2O! – We all know drinking water helps in nearly every aspect 
of wellness, but drinking the recommended amount of water per day can 
be tough. Electrolyte additives offer the same, if not better benefits that 
drinking six or more glasses of water a day would. 

2. Choose Food over supplements! – Though there are some who 
sincerely lack certain vitamins and minerals that can’t be achieved 
through diet alone, most of the good things our bodies need come from 
food – not store-bought supplements. Research shows that certain 
supplements haven’t been tested to meet many purity and safety 
standards, making them unreliable sources of nutrition. 

3. Opt for color – When in doubt, throw some color on your plate – natural 
color, that is. Bright greens from crunchy vegetables or vibrant reds from 
tangy fruit will not only make your meal Instagram-worthy, they’ll give 
you a healthy boost. 

4. Pack your lunch – Avoiding typical restaurant or fast-food grease may 
seem obvious, but according to Harvard Health Publishing, even more 
important that that is the ability to control portion sizes when you pack 
your own lunch. Try something fun like a DIY Bento box! 

5. Shop the perimeter – Shopping a supermarket’s outside aisles ensures 
that you’re getting healthy alternatives to processed foods like produce, 
meat, and dairy. When you move inward, most, if not all, of the products 
contain unnecessary additives and sugar. 

 

WHY NATIONAL NUTRITION MONTH IS IMPORTANT 

A. It’s an excuse to reset – We hope you’re still crushing your wellness-
related New Year’s resolutions! For the rest of us, this month gives us an 
opportunity to reflect inward and make tangible changes to our diets or 
workout regimens. It could be as simple as adding another veggie or fruit 
to every meals. 

B. We’ll look (and feel) better – When we eat real, nourishing foods, 
we’re getting a wealth of vitamins and minerals that support not only 
healthy internal function, but give skin, hair, and nails an extra glow. Look 
good, feel good. 

C. It fosters a community – From yoga classes to sustainable farming 
workshops, the opportunities to celebrate this month are endless in cities 
all across the country. 

 

This information was taken from the https://nationaltoday.com/national-nutrition-month/ website. 


