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Happy New Year 2023!!! 
 
I pray that all of you have had a very blessed Christmas.  What terrible weather we had, and I 
hope that all of you are safe.  We were not even sure at one point whether we would even 
be able to have a service this year, but Pastor Steve braved I-69 and was able to get here 
along with 145 other hearty souls.  We had beautiful services and enjoyed the message and 
the carols as we celebrated our Savior’s birth.  The Children’s program is available on our 
app-@thecross, If you missed it on the 18th please look it up online.  Hope to see all of you in 
the New Year, as Pastor Steve is starting a new sermon series after his week off.   
 
The call committee wanted to let all of you know that a Pastor was called on December 11th, 
but due to the holidays we know he will not give us an answer until after they are over. 
Please keep Pastor Matthew Albright in your prayers that God may show him the direction 
to take.  If Pastor Albright agrees to be our new Pastor then Easter will really be a time to 
celebrate.  
 
Jonathon Bourbeau will be here to give the Message on February 5th.  The Ministry Team will 
be hosting a potluck dinner after the 11:15 service.  Please plan on staying, even if you 
cannot bring a dish.  We would like to have a good old-fashioned Lutheran Potluck.   
 
The first week of January we will resume all of our normal activities, so please join us as we 
work and worship together.   
 

      
 

  
 

January Worship Services 
 

Sunday, January 1  
Sunday, January 8 - “The Christ Difference: Baptism into Christ Transforms Our Lives” 
Sunday, January 15 - “The Christ Difference: Sanctified in Christ and Called to be Holy” 
Sunday, January 22 - “The Christ Difference: We Are All om Christ’s Team” 
Sunday, January 29 - “The Christ Difference: God’s Wisdom is Greater than the Word’s Wisdom” 

December: Offerings – $20,000     Expenses – $16,000 
Year To Date: Offerings - $74,000      Expenses – $65,000 

Year to Date (September 2022 – December 2022) 
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Happy Hearts will be having a potluck 
at Holy Cross on Monday, January 9th 

Men’s Group will be meeting on  

Mondays 
@ 7pm at Holy Cross 

 
Contact Scott Sharp, Perry Wright, or Chad Roberts if interested 

Thursday Morning Bible Study  
 

@ 10am at Holy Cross 
Led by Pastor Steve Helms 

EVENTS 

QUILTING WEDNESDAYS AT 10am 
 

Quilts are prepared for Lutheran World 
Relief and Franklin Ave. Mission. No 

experience is needed. If you can tie your 
shoes, you can help tie a quilt. The group 

would be glad to have you join them. 
 
 
 

LADIES LUNCHLY WEDNESDAY January 11 
 

2nd Wednesday of the month ladies join for lunch & fellowship 
at Liberty Restaurant (6277 Pierson Road) at noon 

Jonathon Bourbeau will be preaching on 
February 5 

 
Potluck Luncheon will follow! 
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Call Committee Update 
  
 

The congregation voted to call Pastor Matthew Albright on 
December 11th. He will prayerfully consider our call. 

 
If you have questions/concerns about the process, please reach out to your call committee 

members 

Letter from Pastor Steve 
 

The theme for the Epiphany season is: “The Christ Difference”. Each week’s message will 
highlight the difference that Jesus makes in the lives of those who believe in Him. When I was a vicar 
at Hope Lutheran Church in Rochester, New York, Pastor Dueker would review and critique my 
sermons every time I preached.  

Every time we meet, he would begin the meeting with the same question, “So what?” At first, 
I was flummoxed by the question. I wondered, “Are my sermons so confusing that Pastor Dueker 
doesn’t understand the point of the message?” After a few meetings like this, I was growing 
frustrated. Finally, I found my courage and asked for an explanation. 

His response was instructive; Pastor Dueker wanted me to understand that the goal of 
preaching is to make a difference in the lives of the people who are listening to the proclamation of 
the Scriptures. The gospel is the saving power of God for everyone who believes. Preaching has the 
capacity to transform the hearts, minds, and behavior of those who hear God’s word, and a pastor 
must aim for this as he prays, prepares, and preaches a sermon. The Holy Spirit through preaching 
the message of Christ makes a temporal and eternal difference in the lives of everyone who hears 
and takes the Scriptures to heart. 

As we begin this season of Epiphany on Sunday, January 8th, our focus is on the difference 
that Jesus Christ makes in the lives of everyone who believes in Him as their Savior and Lord.  Each 
week we will read the Scriptures and ask, “So what?”  Expect to be changed and challenged as we 
explore the difference Jesus Christ makes in our daily lives, the church, and the world around us.  I 
encourage everyone to prayerfully read and meditate on the sermon text prior to each week’s 
worship service.   

 
January 8……………………………………Romans 6:1-11 
January 15…………………………………1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
January 22…………………………………1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
January 29…………………………………1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
February 5…………………………………1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
February 12………………………………1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
February 19………………………………. Matthew 17:1-9 

 
As God’s people we expect Christ to make a difference! 

 

-Pastor Steven 
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Always Look for Jesus in the Word 
 

And the Word became flesh … We celebrate at this time of year that God, according to His faithful promises, sent 
His salvation into the world through the person of Jesus, the Christ. Our ears revel in the glorious words: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it … And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 
1:1–5, 14). 

God’s Word continues to come through the Scriptures, the Word of God, as we read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest it. Jesus said, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples. You will know the truth and the truth will make 
you free” (John 8:31–32). And also, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life, and it is 
they that testify about me” (John 5:39). 

 

Let’s do that. Let’s continue in His Word. Let’s search the Scriptures. 
 

Does this capture your imagination? What would happen if thousands of us, tens of thousands of us read through 
the entire Bible in 2023? Would that change us? Would that draw us closer to Jesus? Would that make us clearer on God’s 
love, grace, mercy, wisdom? Would that give us something to talk about with our neighbors, friends, and relatives? 

Do not receive this as some sort of command, a function of the Law. Receive it as an invitation, like when Jesus 
said, “Take and eat” (Matthew 26:26 NIV) or like when Ananias invited Saul, “Rise and be baptized washing away your sins” 
(Acts 22:16). 

Consider these three items as, together, we build an ethic of Bible reading. 
 

Always look for Jesus 
 

First, always look for Jesus. The Bible is Christocentric—it centers around Jesus. Too often when we approach the 
Scriptures we start with questions like “What does this mean to me?” or “What is this saying about me?” Remember, the 
Bible is not about you; it is about Jesus. We should lead with the question, “What is this passage telling me about or helping 
me to understand about Jesus?” 

For instance, when we read about Job, or Esther, or David when he slew Goliath, we should not first think about 
how those accounts compare to our lives, but rather how they compare to Jesus’. He went through horrific suffering and 
was restored. He came at just the right time to save His people. He stands in and rescues His brothers from death. Certainly, 
these accounts apply to us, but they point to Jesus. 

 

Don’t stop starting 
 

Second, don’t stop starting. Some of you reading this are thinking, “I tried that before, but I ended up quitting.” 
Somewhat like the advice given to smokers who want to quit—“Don’t quit quitting”—when it comes to reading through the 
Bible, don’t stop starting. “I started before but didn’t make it.” Well, start again. 

Here are a few helps: 
• Find a partner to encourage you. 
• Find a reading schedule that alternates between Old Testament, New Testament, and Psalm passages. 
• Set aside a consistent time of day. 
• Worship weekly (the serendipitous connections to what you read at home that week will motivate you to continue 

your reading schedule). 
 

Don’t be discouraged 
 

Third, don’t be discouraged if you do not fully understand—or even agree with—everything that you read. 
Reading the Scriptures is an encounter with God; of course, you will not understand everything about Him. There will always 
be a hiddenness about Him this side of eternity. Keep in mind also that we are sinful and fallible; our mind will not be fully 
aligned with His. However, we look to His word to change our thinking—not the other way around. Reading the Bible and 
different difficult portions of it make us, like Jacob, wrestle with God. In the midst of the wrestling is blessing. 

And then what? What if thousands of us successfully complete reading through the Bible in 2023? What next? 
Let’s do it again the next year. Each year we will see something we missed or were not ready to understand before. Each 
year we are at a different place in life and different passages will apply in a way they had not before. Each year we will gain 
more than an abundance of biblical truths; we will gain a more intimate relationship with Jesus and the life He has for us. He 
prayed, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 
17 3 NIV)  

 
 
 

 


