
The Rite of Christian Burial

Nancy Louise Renick
March 27, 1933 – July 18, 2026

Friday, October 2, 2026
Half Past Four o’clock in the Afternoon

Christ Church Grosse Pointe





The Order of Service

Voluntary	 Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele, BWV 654	 Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685-1750)

Introit		  God be in my head	 John Rutter
(b. 1945) 

God be in my head, and in my understanding. 
God be in my eyes and in my looking. 
God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 
God be in my heart and in my thinking. 
God be at my end and at my departing.

The people are invited to stand.

Resurrection Anthems

Celebrant	 I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. Whoever has faith in me shall 
have life, even though he die. And everyone who has life, and has committed 
himself to me in faith, shall not die for ever.

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives and that at the last he will stand upon 
the earth. After my awaking, he will raise me up; and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him who is my friend and not a stranger.

For none of us has life in himself, and none becomes his own master when he 
dies. For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s possession.

Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! So it is, says the Spirit, for 
they rest from their labors.
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Welcome	 The Reverend Andrew Van Culin

Hymn 		  O God, our help in ages past	 St. Anne

The Collect

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.

	 Let us pray.

	 O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of 
your servant Nancy, and grant her an entrance into the land of light and joy, in 
the fellowship of your saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People 	 Amen.

The people are seated.

People
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The First Reading	 Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33	 read by: John Renick Bracher

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” 
says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” The Lord is good to those who wait 
for him, to the soul that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the 
salvation of the Lord.

For the Lord will not reject forever. Although he causes grief, he will have 
compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not 
willingly afflict or grieve anyone.

The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23		  chant: C. Hylton Stewart

	 The Lord is my shepherd; *
		  therefore can I lack nothing.

	 He shall feed me in a green pasture, *
		  and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.

	 He shall convert my soul:
		  and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.

	 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
	 I will fear no evil;*
		  for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.

	 Thou shalt prepare a table before me
	 against them that trouble me; *
		  thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.

	 But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall
	 follow me all the days of my life; *
		  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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The Second Reading	 Philippians 4:4-9	 read by: Robert John Durand

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen 
in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

The people stand for the hymn and remain standing for the Gospel.

Hymn 		  For all the saints, who from their labors rest	 Sine Nomine
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The Gospel		  John 14:1-6a

Gospeller	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas 
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.”

	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the Celebrant.

Eulogy	 Ellen Renick Durand

Homily	 The Reverend Andrew Van Culin

The people are invited to stand.

The Apostles’ Creed 

Celebrant	 In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say,
People	 I believe in God, 
	 the Father almighty, 
	 creator of heaven and earth. 
	 I believe in Jesus Christ,
	 his only Son, our Lord. 
	 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
	 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
	 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
	 He descended to the dead. 
	 On the third day he rose again. 
	 He ascended into heaven, 
	 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
	 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
	 the holy catholic Church, 
	 the communion of saints, 
	 the forgiveness of sins, 
	 the resurrection of the body, 
	 and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People	 led by: Elizabeth Renick Bracher

Leader	 For our sister Nancy, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said,
	 “I am Resurrection and I am Life.”

	 Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress;
	 draw near to us who mourn for Nancy, and dry the tears of those who weep.
	 Lord, in your mercy,
People	 Hear our prayer.

	 You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend;
	 comfort us in our sorrow.
	 Lord, in your mercy,
People	 Hear our prayer.

	 You raised the dead to life;
	 give to our sister eternal life. 
	 Lord, in your mercy,
People	 Hear our prayer.

	 You promised paradise to the thief who repented;
	 bring our sister to the joys of heaven.
	 Lord, in your mercy,
People	 Hear our prayer.

	 Our sister was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit;
	 give her fellowship with all your saints.
	 Lord, in your mercy,
People	 Hear our prayer.

	 She was nourished with your Body and Blood;
	 grant her a place at the table in your heavenly kingdom.
	 Lord, in your mercy,
People	 Hear our prayer.

	 Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our sister;
	 let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope.
	 Lord, in your mercy,
People	 Hear our prayer.

	 Silence may be kept.

Celebrant	 Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our sister Nancy, who was reborn by 
water and the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that her death may recall to us your 
victory over death, and be an occasion for us to renew our trust in your Father’s 
love. Give us, we pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way; and where 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages.

People	 Amen.
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The Peace

Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

The Offertory

The people remain seated while the altar is prepared.

Anthem		  The King of love my Shepherd is	 Michael McCarthy
(b. 1966)

The King of love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
And he is mine for ever.

Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul he leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love he sought me, 
And on his shoulder gently laid, 
And home, rejoicing, brought me.

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
With thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
Thy unction, grace bestoweth: 
And O what transport of delight 
From thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
Within thy house for ever.

The people are invited to stand.
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The Great Thanksgiving

	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope 
of everlasting life. For to Nancy, and to all your faithful people, O Lord, life is 
changed, not ended; and when our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for 
us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens.

	 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:
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Celebrant	 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

	 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

	 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

	 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

	 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People	 Christ has died.
	 Christ is risen.
	 Christ will come again.

Celebrant	 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 

	 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom.

	 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever.

People



12

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father,
	 who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
	 on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
	 And lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.

The Invitation

The people are seated. 

To receive Communion, come to a Communion Station at the direction of the ushers. If you wish to receive 
a blessing rather than Communion, cross your arms over your chest—this will alert the priest of your 
request. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

People
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Anthem		  The Lord bless you and keep you	 John Rutter
(b. 1945) 

The Lord bless you and keep you: The Lord make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of his 
countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen.

Numbers 6:24

The Postcommunion Prayer

The people stand.

Celebrant	 Let us pray.
All	 Almighty God, 
	 we thank you that in your great love 
	 you have fed us with the spiritual food and drink 
	 of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, 
	 and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. 
	 Grant that this Sacrament 
	 may be to us a comfort in affliction, 
	 and a pledge of our inheritance 
	 in that kingdom where there is no death, 
	 neither sorrow nor crying, 
	 but the fullness of joy with all your saints; 
	 through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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Hymn 		  The Church’s one foundation	 Aurelia
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The Commendation

Celebrant	 Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
People	 Where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

	 You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, 
formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you 
created me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down 
to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

People	 Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain 
are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

	 Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Nancy. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your 
own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your 
mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company 
of the saints in light. 

People	 Amen.

The Blessing

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you. 

	 God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen you 
to live with him in his risen life; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever.

People	 Amen. 

The Dismissal

Celebrant	 Go in the comfort and peace of Christ.
People	 Thanks be to God.



16

Resurrection Anthems

Officiant	 Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death,
	 and giving life to those in the tomb.

	 The Sun of Righteousness is gloriously risen, giving light to
	 those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death.

	 The Lord will guide our feet into the way of peace,
	 having taken away the sin of the world.

	 Christ will open the kingdom of heaven to all who believe in
	 his Name, saying, Come, O blessed of my Father; inherit the
	 kingdom prepared for you.

	 Into paradise may the angels lead you. At your coming may
	 the martyrs receive you, and bring you into the holy city Jerusalem.

Voluntary	 Fugue in G major, Op. 37, No. 2	 Felix Mendelssohn 
(1809-1847)

All are invited to the Columbarium for the Committal. 
Following the Committal, all are invited to a reception in the Undercroft.
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Participants

Celebrant

The Reverend Andrew Van Culin
Rector, Christ Church Grosse Pointe

Concelebrant

The Reverend Maureen L. Martin
Associate for Parish Life and Community Engagement, Christ Church Grosse Pointe

Musicians

Scott Hanoian
Director of Music and Organist, Christ Church Grosse Pointe

Clayton Farmer
Assistant Director of Music and Organist, Christ Church Grosse Pointe

The Christ Church Choir

Pall Bearers

Elizabeth Renick Bracher 
Ellen Renick Durand

Presentation of Elements

Christian Chandler Bracher 
George Brown Bracher

Memorials and contributions may be made to:

Christ Church Grosse Pointe 
attn: Carstens Literacy Initiative 

61 Grosse Pointe Boulevard
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan 48236 

www.christchurchgp.org
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The Committal

When all are in place, the Celebrant says
	 Everyone the Father gives to me will come to me;
	 I will never turn away anyone who believes in me.

	 He who raised Jesus Christ from the dead will also give
	 new life to our mortal bodies through his indwelling Spirit.

	 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
	 my body also shall rest in hope.

	 You will show me the path of life;
	 in your presence there is fullness of joy,
	 and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

	 In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we commend to Almighty God our sister Nancy, and we commit her 
body to its resting place; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord 
bless her and keep her, the Lord make his face to shine upon her and be gracious 
to her, the Lord lift up his countenance upon her and give her peace.

People	 Amen.

The Prayers

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
	 Let us pray. 

	 Father of all, we pray to you for Nancy, and for all those we love, but see no 
longer: Grant them your peace; let light perpetual shine upon them; and, in your 
loving wisdom and almighty power, work in them the good purpose of your 
perfect will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People	 Amen.

	 Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of comfort: Deal graciously, we 
pray, with all who mourn; that, casting all our care on you, we may know the 
consolation of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People	 Amen. 
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	 Bring us, O Lord God, at our last awakening into the house and gate of heaven 
to enter into that gate and dwell in that house, where there shall be no darkness 
nor dazzling, but one equal light; no noise nor silence, but one equal music; no 
fears nor hopes, but one equal possession; no ends nor beginnings but one equal 
eternity; in the habitations of your glory and dominion, world without end.

People	 Amen.

	 Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord;
People 	 And let light perpetual shine upon her.

	 May her soul, and the souls of all the departed,
	 through the mercy and love of God, rest in peace and rise in glory.
People	 Amen.

The Blessing

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you. 

The Celebrant blesses the people.
	 God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen you 

to live with him in his risen life; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever.

People	 Amen. 

The Dismissal

The Celebrant dismisses the people saying
	 Go in the comfort and peace of Christ.
People	 Thanks be to God.
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