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Alleluia! Christ is Risen!Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 



THE LITURGY OF EASTER EVE

Welcome to Christ Church and to this service. Although it is now much more 
common for people to go to church on Easter Day, this was not always so. This 
service on Easter Eve is in fact the most ancient Easter celebration of the Church. 
Long before anyone ever thought about observing Christmas, Christians were 
meeting before dawn to celebrate the Lord’s passion, death, and resurrection. At 
one time the whole of what we now call Holy Week was commemorated during 
this service. Our ancestors began the Vigil in the darkness of night to recall the 
darkness of death, and by the time the Vigil and Eucharist were finished, the sun 
had risen— a sign of new life.

Over the centuries as the liturgy developed, the other days of Holy Week took 
their separate forms. The Easter Vigil became focused on the resurrection.  
Christians continued to gather in the darkness before Easter.  A fire was kindled in 
the darkness. The fire symbolized as it does to this day the Risen Christ, the Light 
of the world, overcoming the darkness of sin and death. From the New Fire the 
Paschal Candle is lighted and carried through the darkness of the church as the 
cantor sings three times “The light of Christ.” From this one light of Christ we 
spread the light throughout the congregation.  Then the story of salvation is heard 
from scripture, the resurrection proclaimed, and the Eucharist which has not been 
celebrated since Maundy Thursday is offered with great thanksgiving and joy.

By the early third century, this service was also closely associated with baptism, 
and it became the normal time for the admission of new Christians to the 
Church. This is because of the close association in Christian understanding 
between baptism and the death and resurrection of Jesus. When we are baptized, 
we become participants in Jesus’ death and resurrection, and this was once 
powerfully symbolized when baptismal candidates, descending into the baptismal 
pool (as if in death), were baptized, and ascended to be clothed in white (as if to 
resurrection).

Notable in this service is the Paschal, or Easter Candle. “Paschal” is simply 
another word for Easter, and it comes from the Greek word pascha, which means 
“passover.” For Easter is the Christian Passover. Indeed this service is properly 
called the “Paschal Vigil.” The Paschal Candle is both a sign of resurrection, and a 
sign of the presence of the risen Christ himself. It remains in a prominent position 
in the church throughout the Easter season until Pentecost, when it is placed near 
the baptismal font. Because of its close association with Easter and with baptism, 
the Paschal Candle is then used throughout the year at baptisms and funerals.

Easter is the “Feast of Feasts,” a declaration that nothing is more powerful than 
the love of God. By celebrating Easter in this very dramatic fashion, we allow the 
truth of this declaration to speak to us not just in an intellectual way, but in a way 
that also engages the senses and the emotions.
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THE LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE    

The Announcements	 The Reverend Andrew Van Culin

The Lighting and Blessing of the New Fire

A single handbell sounds and a fire is kindled.

Celebrant	 Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed 
over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the 
world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, 
by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over 
death.

	 Let us pray.
	 O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of 

your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so 
burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of 
everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People	 Amen.

The Paschal Candle is inscribed and blessed.
The Celebrant traces the cross, alpha and omega, and year into the Paschal Candle, saying:

Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end. The Alpha and the 
Omega. His are the times and the ages. To him be glory and dominion through 
all ages of eternity. 

People	 Amen.

The Celebrant then places five grains of incense, representing the five wounds of the crucified Lord, into the 
candle saying:

Through his holy and glorious wounds may Christ the Lord
guard us and preserve us.

People	 Amen.

A taper is lighted from the New Fire and the Celebrant lights the Paschal Candle, saying:

May the light of Christ gloriously rising 
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

People	 Amen.

The Light of Christ

The cantor, bearing the Paschal Candle, begins the procession.

The procession pauses three times and at each pause the following is sung:

After the procession, all remain standing.
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The Exsultet

Cantor	 Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout 
Salvation for the victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the round 
earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our 
eternal King. Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, 
in radiant light, resound with the praises of your people. All you who stand near 
this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to 
sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,

	 It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind 
and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the 
feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered 
your faithful people.

	 This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of 
bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land.

	 This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of 
sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life.

	 This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose 
victorious from the grave. 

	 How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-
kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son.

	 How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. 
It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride 
and hatred, and brings peace and concord.

	 How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is 
reconciled to God. 

	 Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the work of the bees and of your 
servants’ hands, the solemn offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine 
continually to drive away all darkness. 
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	 May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning––he 
who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns

A light taken from the flame of the Paschal Candle is passed among the People who light their candles and pass 
the light to one another. Other candles in the Church are lighted, except for those on the Altar.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD    

Celebrant	 Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people 
in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of 
redemption.

The people are seated.

The Story of Creation	 Genesis 1:1-2:2
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 
the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said, “Let there be a 
dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So 
God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the second day. And God said, “Let 
the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, 
“Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every 
kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought 
forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing 
fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the third day. And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome 
of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give 
light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater 
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set 
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. And 
God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, 
and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed 
them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
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multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 
day. And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind” And it was so. 
God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, 
and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in 
his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I 
have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of 
the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And 
it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the 
earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished 
the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 
he had done.

	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 36:5-10	 	 chant: Plainsong,Tone I.1

Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, * 
	 and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; *
	 you save both man and beast, O Lord. 
How priceless is your love, O God! *
	 your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 
They feast upon the abundance of your house; *
	 you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
For with you is the well of life, *
	 and in your light we see light. 
Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, *
	 and your favor to those who are true of heart. 

Collect

The people stand. 

Celebrant	 Let us pray.
	 O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity 

of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled 
himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

People	 Amen.
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The people are seated.

Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea	 Exodus 14:10-31, 15:20-21
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to 
Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away 
to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 
Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the 
Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to 
die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand 
firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the 
Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for 
you, and you have only to keep still.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do 
you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and 
stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into 
the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they 
will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his 
army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his 
chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved 
and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and 
took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of 
Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one 
did not come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over 
the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned 
the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea 
on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 
The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, 
chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire 
and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army 
into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The 
Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them 
against Egypt.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the 
sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and 
chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the 
sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed 
the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; 
not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the 
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the 
Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead 
on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. 
So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: “I will sing to the Lord, 
for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.

	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.
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The Song of Moses	 	 chant: Plainsong, Tonus Peregrinus

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *
	 the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *
	 the Lord has become my Savior.
This is my God and I will praise him, *
	 the God of my people and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a mighty warrior; *
	 Yahweh is his Name.
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *
	 the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *
	 they sank into the depths like a stone.
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *
	 your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *
	 who is like you, glorious in holiness,
	 awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?
You stretched forth your right hand; *
	 the earth swallowed them up.
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *
	 with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.
You will bring them in and plant them *
	 on the mount of your possession,
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *
	 the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.
The Lord shall reign *

	 for ever and for ever. 

Collect

The people stand. 

Celebrant	 Let us pray.
	 O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once 

delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under 
Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: 
Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of 
Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People	 Amen.

The people are seated.
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God’s Presence in a Renewed Israel	 Isaiah 4:2-6
On that day the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit 
of the land shall be the pride and glory of the survivors of Israel. Whoever is left in 
Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone who has been recorded 
for life in Jerusalem, once the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters 
of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of 
judgment and by a spirit of burning. Then the Lord will create over the whole site 
of Mount Zion and over its places of assembly a cloud by day and smoke and the 
shining of a flaming fire by night. Indeed over all the glory there will be a canopy. 
It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by day from the heat, and a refuge and a shelter 
from the storm and rain.

	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 122	 	 chant: Plainsong, Tone VIII.1

I was glad when they said to me, *
	 “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
Now our feet are standing *
	 within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is built as a city *
	 that is at unity with itself; 
To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, *
	 the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the Lord. 
For there are the thrones of judgment, *
	 the thrones of the house of David. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
	 “May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls *
	 and quietness within your towers. 
For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
	 I pray for your prosperity. 
Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
	 I will seek to do you good.” 

Collect

The people stand. 

Celebrant	 Let us pray.
	 O God, you led your ancient people by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire 

by night: Grant that we, who serve you now on earth, may come to the joy of that 
heavenly Jerusalem, where all tears are wiped away and where your saints for ever 
sing your praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People	 Amen.

The people are seated.
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Salvation Offered Freely to All	 Isaiah 55:1-11
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, 
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do 
you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which 
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves 
in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will 
make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I 
made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, 
you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you 
shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has 
glorified you. Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is 
near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them 
return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my 
ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain and 
the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to 
me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing 
for which I sent it.

	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

The First Song of Isaiah	 	 chant: Plainsong, Tone 3

		  Surely, it is God who saves me; *
			   I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

 		  For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
			   and he will be my Savior. 

 		  Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
			   from the springs of salvation. 

		  And on that day you shall say, * 
			   Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

		  Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
			   see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

 		  Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
			   and this is known in all the world. 

		  Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
			   for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
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Collect

The people stand. 

Celebrant	 Let us pray.
	 O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew 

the earth by your Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who thirst for you, 
that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

People	 Amen.

The people are seated.

A New Heart and a New Spirit	 Ezekiel 36:24-28
I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring 
you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be 
clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A 
new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove 
from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my 
spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my 
ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you 
shall be my people, and I will be your God.

	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 42:1-7	 	 chant: Plainsong, Tone VII.1

As the deer longs for the water-brooks, *
	 so longs my soul for you, O God.
My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; *
	 when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?
My tears have been my food day and night, *
	 while all day long they say to me,
	 “Where now is your God?”
I pour out my soul when I think on these things: *
	 how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of God,
With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, *
	 among those who keep holy-day.
Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
	 and why are you so disquieted within me?
Put your trust in God; *
	 for I will yet give thanks to him,
	 who is the help of my countenance, and my God. 
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Collect

The people stand.

Celebrant	 Let us pray.
	 O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole 

Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your 
providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see 
and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which 
had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their 
perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

People	 Amen.

The people are seated.

The Valley of Dry Bones	 Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 
Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath 
to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 
back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 143	 	 chant: Plainsong, Tone VI
Lord, hear my prayer,
and in your faithfulness heed my supplications; *
	 answer me in your righteousness.
Enter not into judgment with your servant, *
	 for in your sight shall no one living be justified.
For my enemy has sought my life;
he has crushed me to the ground; *
	 he has made me live in dark places like those who are long dead.
My spirit faints within me; *
	 my heart within me is desolate.
I remember the time past;
I muse upon all your deeds; *
	 I consider the works of your hands.
I spread out my hands to you; *
	 my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land.
O Lord, make haste to answer me; my spirit fails me; *
	 do not hide your face from me
	 or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit.
Let me hear of your loving-kindness in the morning,
for I put my trust in you; *
	 show me the road that I must walk,
	 for I lift up my soul to you.
Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord, *
	 for I flee to you for refuge.
Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God; *
	 let your good Spirit lead me on level ground.
Revive me, O Lord, for your Name’s sake; *
	 for your righteousness’ sake, bring me out of trouble.
Of your goodness, destroy my enemies
and bring all my foes to naught, *
	 for truly I am your servant.

Collect

The people stand.

Celebrant	 Let us pray.
	 Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 

righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your 
Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

People	 Amen.

The people are seated.
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RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS   

The people remain standing.

The Baptismal Covenant

Celebrant	 Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and  
renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

People	 I do.

Celebrant	 Do you believe in God the Father?
People	 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People	 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
	 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
	 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
	 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, died, and was buried.
	 He descended to the dead.
	 On the third day he rose again.
	 He ascended into heaven, 
	 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant	 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People	 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy catholic Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body,
	 and the life everlasting.

Celebrant	 Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
	 in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant	 Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,
	 repent and return to the Lord?
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant	 Will you proclaim by word and example
	 the Good News of God in Christ?
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant	 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,
	 loving your neighbor as yourself?
People	 I will, with God’s help.
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Celebrant	 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
	 and respect the dignity of every human being?
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant	 May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new 
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 
keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord.

People	 Amen.

The Thanksgiving over the Water

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People		  And also with you.
		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People		  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved 
in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their 
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism 
of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in 
his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy 
Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship 
those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those 
who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen 
life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor 
and glory, now and for ever.

People		  Amen.

The Aspersing of the Congregation

Baptismal water is sprinkled on the congregation as a reminder of their own Baptism.

Anthem		  Vidi aquam	 Plainsong

I saw water flowing from the right side of the temple.
It brought God’s life, and his salvation, and the people sang in joyful praise.
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EASTER ACCLAMATION    

Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People	 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

After the Acclamation, a fanfare sounds. 

Hymn 				    Christ is alive!	 Truro
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Gloria in excelsis Deo	 from Mass in C, K. 317, “Coronation”	 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
(1756-1791)

Gloria in excelsis Deo
et in terra pax hominibus
bonae voluntatis.
Laudamus te, benedicimus te,
adoramus te, glorificamus te.
Gratias agimus tibi propter
magnam gloriam tuam.
Domine Deus, Rex coelestis,
Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili unigenite
Jesu Christe;
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,
Filius Patris.
Qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Qui tollis peccata mundi,
suscipe deprecationem nostram.
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis.
Quoniam tu solus sanctus.
Tu solus Dominus.
Tu solus Altissismus, Jesu Christe,
cum Sancto Spiritu
in gloria Dei Patris.
Amen.

Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace to men
of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we worship you, we glorify you.
We give thanks to you because of
your great glory.
Lord God, King of Heaven,
God the Father almighty.
the only begotten Son,
Lord Jesus Christ.
Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father.
You who takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
You who takes away the sins of the world,
receive our supplication.
You who sits at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are holy.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect for the Great Vigil of Easter

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.

	 Let us pray. 
	 O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s 

resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us 
in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in 
sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

People	 Amen.

People
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THE WORD OF GOD    

The people are seated for the reading.

The Reading	 Romans 6:3-11
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We 
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed 
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but 
the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 
and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

The people stand for the hymn.

Hymn 				    Through the Red Sea brought at last	 Straf mich nicht

Gospel Fanfare
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The Gospel			   Matthew 28:1-10
Gospeller	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

	 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; 
for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 
For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said 
to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This 
is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and 
ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they 
came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Gospel Fanfare

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

The Sermon	 Dr. Garwood P. Anderson

A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon after which the people stand.

The Peace

Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

The Offertory

The people remain seated while the offering is collected.

As you remember again the Easter promise, and even more the gift and joy of life in Christ, you are invited 
to make an impact with your Easter Offering. This year, the entirety of our Easter Offering at Christ Church, 
including every dollar received today, will be dedicated to supporting the good work of our ministry partner, 
Crossroads of Michigan.
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Anthem			   Christ, victorious; Christ, now reigning	 Stephen Caracciolo
(b. 1962)

Christ, victorious; Christ, now reigning; 
Christ, your Lord and King, commands! 
Shouts of triumph, praise unceasing, 
“Holy, holy to the Lamb.” 
Alleluia, alleluia, Christ, by heav’n and earth adored. 
Alleluia, alleluia, Righteous King and mighty Lord.
Christ, the Image; Christ, the Dawning; 
Christ, the first of God’s commands. 
All things through him, all things for him, 
Stars and all of heav’n’s expanse. 
Alleluia, alleluia, Light and Source and Holy One. 
Alleluia, alleluia, Christ, who was and is to come.
Christ, the Victim; Christ, the Healing; 
Love anoints his hands and feet. 
Christ, the dying; Christ, the rising, 
God’s own sacrifice complete. 
Alleluia, alleluia, Hail the Chosen One of God! 
Alleluia, alleluia, Great Redeemer, saving Lord.
Come, Almighty, claim your kingdom. 
Call a nation for your own. 
Come with beauty, pow’r, and blessing. 
Gather all your people home. 
Alleluia, alleluia, Christ, the Banquet; Christ, the Song. 
Alleuia, alleluia, Christ, the glory; Christ alone.

The people stand for the presentation hymn and remain standing for the Great Thanksgiving.
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Hymn 				    At the Lamb’s high feast we sing	 Salzburg
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THE HOLY COMMUNION   

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; but chiefly are we bound to 
praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is 
the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the 
world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has 
won for us everlasting life. 

	 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:

Sanctus & Benedictus 	 from Mass in C, K. 317, “Coronation”	  W. A. Mozart

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus.
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit
in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, Holy, Holy, 
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people remain standing.

Celebrant	 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People	 Christ has died.
			   Christ is risen.
			   Christ will come again.

Celebrant	 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever.

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father, 
	 who art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy Name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done, 
	 on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread. 
	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil. 
	 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen.

People
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The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.

The Invitation

The people are seated.

To receive Communion, come to a Communion Station or to the Altar Rail at the direction of the ushers. If you 
wish to receive a blessing rather than Communion, cross your arms over your chest—this will alert the priest of 
your request. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

Agnus Dei		   	 from Mass in C, K. 317, “Coronation”	  W. A. Mozart

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

The Postcommunion Prayer

The people stand.

Celebrant	 Let us pray.
People	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
		  you have graciously accepted us 
		  as living members 
		  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
		  and you have fed us with spiritual food 
		  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood, 
		  Send us now into the world in peace 
		  and grant us strength and courage, 
		  to love and serve you 
		  with gladness and singleness of heart; 
		  through Christ our Lord. Amen.

People
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The Blessing

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.

	 May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.

People	 Amen.

	 May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness 
of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever.

People	 Amen.

	 May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom 
in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.

People	 Amen.

	 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you for ever.

People	 Amen.

The Dismissal

The Gospeller dismisses the People.
People	 Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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Hymn 	 He is risen, he is risen!	 Unser Herrscher

Voluntary			   Final, from Symphony No. 6, Op. 42	 Charles-Marie Widor
(1844-1937)

The people are invited to a champagne reception in the undercroft.
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