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WELCOME TO OUR
CELEBRATION OF 

ST. FRANCIS
We welcome you to Christ Church and thank you for joining 
us for worship this morning as we celebrate all of God’s 
creation in honor of the Feast Day of St. Francis. It is said 
that St. Francis “preached to humans and animals the universal 
ability and duty of all creatures to praise God, and the duty of 
humans to protect and enjoy nature as both the stewards of 
God’s creation and as creatures ourselves.” It is in this spirit 
that we humans and animals alike gather today to sing praises 
to our God and to experience the joy of God’s presence in our 
midst.
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The Order Of Service

The WelcOme & AnnOuncemenTS  The Reverend Andrew Van Culin

THE ENTRANCE RITE         

The people stand.

hymn    Earth and all stars Earth and All Stars
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The Opening AcclAmATiOn

Officiant Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens, 
  praise him in the heights.
People Praise him, sun and moon; 
  praise him, all you shining stars.

  Let them praise the Name of the Lord; 
  for he commanded, and they were created.
People Wild beasts and all cattle, 
  creeping things and winged birds;

  Let them praise the name of the Lord,
  for his name only is exalted.
People His splendor is over earth and heaven.

The cOllecT fOr The dAy

Officiant Let us pray.
  O God, you created all living things on the face of the earth and gave us dominion 

over them. Grant that we may be faithful to this trust in our care of all animals, 
insects, birds of the air and creatures that live in the waters, both wild and tame. 
Teach us to admire their beauty and to delight in their cunning, to respect their 
strength and to wonder at their intelligence. Grant that our use of them may be 
both merciful and wise, so that we may lend our voice to their praise of your 
goodness which endures forever.

People Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD         

The people sit for the Lessons.

The firST leSSOn Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what 
his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge 
the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around 
his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The 
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea.
Here ends the Lesson.
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AnThem   For the beauty of the earth  John Rutter
(b. 1945)

For the beauty of the earth,
For the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies:
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our joyful hymn of praise.

For the beauty of each hour
Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,
Sun and moon, and stars of light.
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our joyful hymn of praise.

For the joy of human love,
Brother, sister, parent child,
Friends on earth and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild,
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our joyful hymn of praise.

For each perfect gift of thine
To our race so freely giv’n,
Graces human and divine,
Flow’rs of earth and buds of heav’n
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our joyful hymn of praise.

Folliot Sandford Pierpoint
(1835-1917)

The SecOnd leSSOn Matthew 6:25-34
Jesus said, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither 
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour 
to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 
all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much 
more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will 
we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles 
who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you 
need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well. ‘So do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.

   Here ends the Lesson.

The people stand for the hymn.
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hymn    Joyful, joyful we adore thee Hymn to Joy

The people remain standing.

The AffirmATiOn Of fAiTh

Officiant We affirm our faith in one God:
People Source of all life,
 greater than all names and forms,
 our inmost self, closer than any.
 Upon the one God we depend for all we are
 and for all that ever will be. 
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 And we affirm our faith in Christ;
People Who has shown us the way of true life.
 By breaking the chain of human bondage,
 through his self-giving life and death
 and by his rising again,
 he has given us hope for a new humanity,
 hope for the healing of earth’s life.

 And we affirm our faith in the living Spirit of God.
People Through whom we awaken to God’s purpose for the world,
 and share in the freedom, joy and peace
 of the children of God.
 For by his Spirit, God’s love has flooded our lives
 shaping us into a community of forgiven and freely accepted brothers and sisters,
 set apart for God’s service,
 risen with Christ we share in his work for God’s world of everlasting life,
 justice and peace. Amen.

The prAyerS Of The peOple

Intercessor Let us pray.
 For the artistry of spinning spiders, 
 the industry of ants, and the busyness of bees, 
 for all alert animals of field and forest, 
 for the squirrels that gather, 
 chipmunks that chatter, 
 for mice that burrow, and pigs that root,
People We give you thanks, O God.

 For the splendor of the great deep and sparkling streams, 
 for the water bugs and dolphins, 
 for all fish and all sea life, 
 and for enormous whales.
People We give you thanks, O God.

 For all things that fly, 
 for pelicans and parakeets, 
 barn owls and peacocks, 
 for eagles that soar, 
 and for birds that nest in eaves and attics.
People We give you thanks, O God.

 For beasts that lumber, 
 for elephants and hippos, 
 grizzly bears and tortoises, 
 porcupines and three-toed sloths, 
 and for all creatures that remind us not to hurry.
People We give you thanks, O God.
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 For the graceful beasts, the great cats, and for gazelles, 
 for giraffes, and for flamingos, foxes, and fawns.
People We give you thanks, O God.

 For the animals that work for human good, 
 for horses, oxen, mules, and beasts of burden, 
 for dogs, who lead those who cannot see or hear, 
 track the lost and rescue the stranded.
People We give you thanks, O God.

 For the animals that share our homes,
 for those in need of homes today,
 for faithful dogs and purring cats,
 for all animals that teach us how to love without judgment, 
 for rabbits, hamsters, birds, assorted reptiles, and freshwater fish.
People We give you thanks, O God.

 For the loving pets we no longer see nor hold, 
 who served us in faithfulness and trust, 
 and now live on in our hearts and minds.
People We give you thanks, O God.

Officiant Give us the grace, O God, to learn from the animal kingdom that you created all 
things: And bring us to your peaceable kingdom where lion and lamb lie down 
together.

People Amen.

The peAce

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

The reflecTiOn The Reverend Andrew Van Culin

The OfferTOry

The people remain seated while the offering is collected.
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AnThem   I love all beauteous things Judith Weir 
(b. 1954)

I love all beauteous things,
I seek and adore them;
God hath no better praise, 
And man in his hasty days
Is honoured for them.
I too will something make
And joy in the making;
Altho’ tomorrow it seem
Like the empty words of a dream
Remembered on waking.

Robert Bridges
(1844-1930)

The BleSSing Of The AnimAlS

The people stand.

Officiant God be with you.
People And also with you.
  Let us pray.
  Creator of the Universe, bless and protect, we pray, these creatures of your creation 

and those who care for them. May their faithfulness and affection towards us never 
go unnoticed and let your gentle touch always be upon them. Let their dependence 
upon us who care for them imperfectly remind us of your perfect care for all you 
have made.

People Amen.

The people sit. All are invited to bring their animals forward for a blessing by a priest.

The lOrd’S prAyer

The people stand.

Officiant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father,
  who art in heaven,
  hallowed be thy Name,

   thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done,
   on earth as it is in heaven.
   Give us this day our daily bread.
   And forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.
   And lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil.
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
   for ever and ever. Amen.
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The cOllecTS

Officiant Let us pray.
  Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the 

vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love 
of you delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.

People Amen.

  Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with all its marvelous order, 
its atoms, worlds, and galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures: 
Grant that, as we probe the mysteries of your creation, we may come to know you 
more truly, and more surely fulfill our role in your eternal purpose; in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

People Amen.

  Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all that we possess: Grant us grace 
that we may honor you with our substance, and remembering the account which 
we must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your bounty, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

People Amen.

The prAyer Of ST. frAnciS

Officiant Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
People Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
 where there is injury, pardon; 
 where there is discord, union; 
 where there is doubt, faith; 
 where there is despair, hope; 
 where there is darkness, light; 
 where there is sadness, joy. 
 Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
 to be understood as to understand;
 to be loved as to love. 
 For it is in giving that we receive; 
 it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
 and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The BleSSing

Officiant God be with you.
People And also with you.

The Officiant blesses the People.
People Amen.

The diSmiSSAl

The Officiant dismisses the People.
People Thanks be to God.
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hymn    All creatures of our God and King Lasst uns erfreuen
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Christ Church 
Grosse Pointe
Wherever you are 

in your journey of faith, 
there is a place 

for you here.

Worship
The worship of God lies at the center of all that we do at Christ Church 
and forms the foundation of our Christian community. Each week, each 
day even, we gather in prayer to offer our gratitude to God from who all 
life proceeds.  And it is from this great well of gratitude that our lives and 
ministries – our hospitality and fellowship, our service to the poor within 
our community, and our formation as Christians – collectively flow.

Music
Music is at the heart of our Christ Church community and is one of 
the primary ways in which we worship, love, and serve our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Our choirs sing at over 100 choral worship services every 
year. The choirs also sing at special liturgies, including the Advent 
and Epiphany Processions, Christmas and Easter Lessons and Carols, 
and the triduum liturgies in Holy Week.

Children & Youth
Christ Church is a place where children are loved and valued, and we 
strive to provide fertile ground for our children to grow spiritually, 
physically, mentally, and socially. The Church School offers a variety of 
regular classes and activities for children through the 5th grade.  We work 
together to lead our children through age-appropriate lessons, crafts, 
and interactive discussions as they explore a new theme each week.

Learn
Christian Formation is a multi-faceted and life-long process of 
transformation. Christian Education gives language to our experiences 
of the Holy and provides us a place to explore the deep questions and 
implication of our faith. It is our profound hope that the Educational 
programs offered at Christ Church—for children, youth, and adults—
will aid you and your children in your journey of faith.

Connect
Many people find the anonymity of a large parish safe when they first 
begin attending. At some point, however, most seek a community, a way 
to join with a group of people sharing the same journey. We gather all the 
time in different kinds of groups: for prayer, study, to help others, and just 
for fun. Whether you don’t know what a nave is or you are an expert at 
navigating Coffee Hour, there is a community here for you.

Serve
At Christ Church we believe that the expression of our Christian faith 
and life is made complete in the life of service. Throughout the year our 
Outreach Ministries provide opportunities for members to bring God’s 
love into the our community and world through acts of compassion 
and service.  In partenrship with area agencies we build homes, feed 
the hungry, visit the sick and homebound, and clothe the poor.

To learn more 
please visit christchurchgp.org
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This Week AT  
ChrisT ChurCh

All Children are Welcome! Children gather at the Children’s Cross for the Collect of the Day and dismissal to Children’s Chapel to hear the story of Jesus  
and engage in a meaningful reflection of the lessons for that Sunday. They return to join in our Prayers and to share in the Peace and Holy Communion.

Weekly Highlights of Parish Life: Oct. 2 -  Oct. 8, 2022

URRENTS

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2
 8 am Holy Eucharist (N)
 9 am Blessing of the Animals (N)**
 10:10 am Blessing of the Animals Festival (FL)

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3
  Offices Closed
 8:30 am Morning Prayer (Z)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4
 8:30 am Morning Prayer (Z)
 8:45 am PDO (EdW)
 9 am Blood Drive (LL)
 4 pm Choir Rehearsal (CR)
 5 pm Evening Prayer (Z)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5
 8:30 am Morning Prayer (Z)
 8:45 am PDO (EdW)
 9:30 am Staff Meeting (BL)
 5 pm Evening Prayer (Z)
 7 pm Garden Club (U)
 7:30 pm Chorale (N)
 8:30 pm AA (LL)

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6
 8:30 am Morning Prayer (Z)
 8:45 am PDO (Ed)
 4 pm Choir Rehearsal (CR)
 5 pm Evening Prayer (Z)
 5 pm Godly Play (EdW)
 5 pm Enriching the Sacraments (EdW)
 5:30 pm Holy Eucharist (SMC)
 6 pm Community Meal (U)**
 7 pm Adult Formation (U)

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7
 8:30 am Morning Prayer (Z)
 8:45 am PDO (Ed)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8
  Offices Closed
 8 am Hymnathon (N)
 8:30 pm AA (LL)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9
 8 am Holy Eucharist (N)
 9 am Holy Eucharist (N)**
 10:10 am Coffee Hour (U)
 10:10 am Rector’s Forum (U)**
 10:10 am Sunday School (EdW)**
 4 pm Evensong (N)**

**Childcare is provided in B113/Nursery

Location Abbreviations: 
BL - Bicknell Library  C - Columbarium
CR - Choir Room EdW - Education Wing
FL - Front Lawn L - Lobby
LL - Lower Level  MH - Miller Hall
N - Nave     O - Offisite
RG - Rose Garden  SMC - Chapel
U - Undercroft Z - Zoom

Join us on the front lawn for cider, donuts, 
a petting zoo and unicorn rides! We’ll be 

collecting donations for local animal rescues. 

Evensong Oct. 9

Please join us at 4 pm next Sunday for Evensong 
led by the Christ Church Choir. 

A casual wine and cheese reception follows the 
service inthe Lobby. 
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Parish & Community Events

61 Grosse Pointe Boulevard • Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236  •  313-885-4841  •  christchurchgp.org

Volunteer Opportunities
Wherever your interests lie, there’s a place for you! 

Contact Colleen Fitzgerald to learn more.
cfitzgerald@christchurchgp.org | 313-885-4841, x. 115

Saturday, Oct. 8, 8:30 am to 1 pm 
Join us for an outside project in the 
Jefferson-Chalmers neighborhood.  

Red Cross Blood Drive
Tuesday, October 4 

11 am - 5 pm

A Common Thread

Join in fellowship with like minded stitchers of all sorts 
and skill levels for the kick-off of Common Thread! 

The gathering is open to everyone who loves to craft. 
The meetings will be held in the Undercroft the 2nd 

Tuesday of most months. Bring your projects and your 
dreams of projects yet begun and join others as we 

re-knit our common lives together in prayer, 
laughter and friendship 

Calling All Crafters!
Tuesday, Oct. 11 

9-11 am

GPT at CCGP

Thursdays at CCGP
Join us every Thursday for 
Food, Formation and Faith

Godly Play & 
Enriching the Sacraments: 5 pm, 

Holy Eucharist: 5:30 pm
Dinner: 6 pm.

Adult Formation: 6:45 pm
Meet the Saints: 6:45 pm
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Parish & Community Events

Please leave your written prayer request at our Reception Desk 
or contact Fr. Drew at dvanculin@christchurchgp.org.  

In order to keep all our prayers for healing meaningful and 
current, we will keep names on the Prayer List for two weeks.

We Pray Together

In the Diocese of Michigan 
Cycle of Prayer: St. Aidan’s (Ann 
Arbor), Holy Faith Church (Saline), 
Church of the Holy Family (Santo 
Domingo).

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer 
we pray for: The Church of Canada.

In our Parish Cycle of Prayer this 
week we pray for: Virginia Stanley; 
Tom Stansfield; Skip & Kathy Starr; 
Jan & Susan Starr; John & Kim Starr 
and children, John and James; 
Frank & Sharon Stellingwerf; Chip 
& Amy Stencel, Jr and children, 
Connor and Campbelle; Bob & 
Anne Stevenson and children, 
Joseph and Claire; Bill & Jennifer 
Stevenson and children, Jacob and 
Rose.

We offer prayers for: Bill, Carol, 
Cheryl, Chris, Lloyd, Margaret, 
Margarita, Matt, Polly, Ri, Richard, 
Rick, Sarah, Seth, Stephen, Sue, 
Susan, Tom, Ursula.

We pray for the repose of the 
souls of: Lee Brooks, David Yates.

In celebration for the birthdays 
and anniversaries of: Addy 
Bachand; Kelly Durkee; Maxwell 
Stallings; Chris Wardwell; Chuck 
Mathews; Patrick Mills; Malcolm 
Richards; Suzy Vercruysse; Lydia 
Edwin; Willa Felix; Kate French; Sue 
Chaklos; Susan Mills; Alan Phlipot; 
Henry Ash; Claire Ash; Stephen 
Detwiler; Sam Felix; Megan Van 
Osdol; Sheila Sweeny; Eloise 
Traynham; Robert Newton; Olive 
Waugh; Gretchen White; Kevin 
& Beth McMahon; Brian & Paige 
Peabody; Peter & Laura Huebner; 
Craig & Kimberly Melegari, Jr.; 
Richard & Christine Brace; Charles & 
Carol Exley, Jr.; Ed & Lynn Pember; 
Michael Spreeman.

Assisting at Services
Eucharistic Ministers: 

8 am Frank Stellingwerf

Lector:
9 am  John Snyder

Prayers:
8 am  Frank Stellingwerf
9 am  Sarah Teachey

Verger: 
9 am Joseph Daniel

Acolytes:
9 am Elizabeth Walsh
   Raegan Niscoromni
   Siena Bennett
   Chase Niscoromni
   Charlotte Walsh

Ushers: 
9 am John Snyder
   Hank Darlington
   Blair Osborn
   Dick Trost
   Brendan Walsh

Flowers:
  Martha Bangs
  Sue Chaklos

Garden Club at CCGP

Wednesday, October 5
7 pm 

Everyone Welcome!

The Garden Club of Michigan will be 
gathering in the Undercroft to hear Melinda 
Jones, the Executive Director of ReLeaf 
Michigan talk about The Importance of Trees 
to You and Your Community; How Trees Pay 
Us Back.

Our internationally renowned Royal School 
of Church Music-affiliated program offers 
comprehensive musical instruction and 

professional level performance experiences. 
3rd-5th grade boys and 3rd-8th grade girls are 
invited to join us for our Chorister for a Day 

program on 
Saturday, October 15, 1-5 pm. 

They’ll experience life as a chorister, and  
participate in Evensong at the end of the day.
Contact Jackson Merrill, 
 jmerrill@christchurchgp.org or 
register at 
christchurchgp.org/choristerforaday

Do You Know A Child 
Who Loves to Sing?
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