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LUTHERAN CHURCH

MADISON, ALABAMA

March 22, 2026
5th Sunday in Lent

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death
by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry
bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of
death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of
resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we
might also be raised with him to new life. At the
Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as
we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

Good Morning and Welcome!

If you are an online worshiper or guest today, please
leave a record of your time with us online. Thank you!

Online Guest Form

7740 HIGHWAY 72 W | (256) 721-0041 | MLUTHERAN.ORG



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1

ORDER OF WORSHIP STH SUNDAY IN LENT
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Holy Communion Setting One

* Please stand as you are able

PRELUDE “Amazing Grace” (Gerald Near) Melanie Payne
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTERLUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you

have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of I+ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s
love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

Amen.
*GATHERING SONG “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” ELW 712
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1 Lord,whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we  wor - ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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ser - vants, bring the wor - ship not
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of voice a - lone, but heart;

you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur-dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.

to our world to make it whole.

by your Spir - it send your pow - er
stir-ring us  to ar - dent ser - vice, your
that your ser - vants, Lord, in

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxtord University Press

*GREETING

a - bun- dant
free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.

life

to

share.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - Cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Glory of These Forty Days” ELW 320 (verse 1, 4)
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— | The glo - ry of these for - ty days we cel - e -
2 A - lone and fast - ing Mo - ses saw the lov - ing
3 So Dan - iel trained his mys - tic sight, de - liv - ered
— 4 Then grant, O God, that we may, too, re - turn in
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brate with songs of praise; for Christ, through whom all
God who gave the law; and to E - 1 - jah,
from the li - ons’ might; and John, the Bride - groom’s
fast and prayer to  you. Our spir - its strength-en
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things were made, him - self has fast - ed and has prayed.
fast - ing, came the steeds and char - 1 - ots of flame.
friend, be - came the her - ald of Mes - st - ah’s name.
with  your grace, and give us joy to see your face.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543
Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906, All rights reserved.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

TEMPLE TALK: Thrivent Debbie Neely

FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:1-14
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in
exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured
that through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.”

' The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. > He led me all around them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. * He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” I answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones
and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. ° Thus says the Lord GoD to these
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ¢I will lay sinews on you and will
cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live,
and you shall know that I am the LORD.”

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 81 looked, and there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in
them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord GoD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.” °T prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

"' Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 2 Therefore prophesy and say to
them: Thus says the Lord GoD: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. '* And you shall know that
I am the LORD when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 41
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you
shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PsALM Psalm 130
"'Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
20 LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
3 If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand?
*Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.
> T wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope.
® My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, more
than those who keep watch for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; with the LORD there is
plenteous redemption.
8 For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

SECOND READING Romans 8:6-11

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’ For
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

° But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. ° But if Christ is in
you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ! If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL FANFARE
*(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, O Lord.
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Save us as you prom-ised; we will  trust your word.

* GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

*GOSPEL John 11:38-44
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. *° Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” ° Jesus said to her, “Did



I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” #!' So they took away the
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. **I knew
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that
they may believe that you sent me.” ** When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!” ** The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Kris Schroeder
*HYMN OF THE DAY “What Wondrous Love Is This” ELW 666
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I What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I’ll sing on, I'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
| was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when [ was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb [ will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who is the great I  Am, while mil- lions join the theme, [ will
I'll sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid  a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, [ will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, [ will sing.
on, [’'ll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I’'ll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



* APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
Organ Solo: “Ubi Caritas” (Callahan) Melanie Payne
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW 186
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.




*OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING & PREFACE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*HoLy, HOLY, HOLY
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san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is  he  who comes in the
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God”

ELW 485
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world,; have
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
DISTRIBUTION
HYMN “I Am The Bread Of Life”
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1 “I am the Bread of life. You who
2 “The bread that . . . I will give IS  my
3 “Un - less . . . you eat of the
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5 Yes, Lord, I be - lieve that
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flesh for the life of the world, and if you
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I am the life.. . .If you be -
you . are the Christ, . the « 5 »
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Text: Suzanne Toolan, RSM, b. 1927, based on John 6

Music: I AM THE BREAD, Suzanne Toolan, RSM
Text and music © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




HYMN “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” ELW 351
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1 O sa - cred head,now wound - ed, with grief and shame weighed down,
2 How art thou pale with an - guish, with sore a - buse and scorn;
3 What lan-guage shall 1 bor - row to  thank thee, dear - est friend,
4 Lord, be my con-so - la - tion; shield me when I must  die;
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now scorn-ful - ly sur - round - ed with thorns, thine on - ly crown;
how does that vis-age lan - guish which once was bright as morn!
for this thy dy-ing sor - row, thy pit - y with-out end?
re - mind me of thy pas - sion when my last hour draws nigh.
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O sa - cred head, what glo - ry, what bliss till now was thine!
Thy grief and bit - ter pas - sion were all for sin- ners’ gain;
Oh, make me thine for - ev - er, and should I  faint-ing be,
These eyes, new faith re - ceiv - ing, from thee shall nev - er move;
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Yet, though de-spised and gor - y, I joy to call thee mine.
mine, mine was the trans- gres - sion, but  thine the dead - ly pain.
Lord, let me nev -er, nev - er out - live my love to thee.
for he who dies be - liev - ing dies safe-ly in thy love.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, ¢. 1250: tr. composite
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, German melody. c. 1500, adapt. Hans L. Hassler, 1564-1612

HyYMN “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” ELW 773 (not printed)

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE "Come With Us O Blessed Jesus" ELW 501
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Come with us, O bless-ed Je-sus, with usev - er - more to be.
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And, in leav - ing now thine al-tar, let usnev - er - more leave thee!
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Let thy bright ce - les - tial cho-rus nev - er cease the heav'n-ly strain;
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but in us, thy lov-ing chil-dren, come with peace, good will  toreign.
Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891
Music: WERDE MUNTER, Johann Schop, 1 6{00-1665
*BLESSING
*SENDING SONG “You Are The Way” ELW 758
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1 You are the way; to you a - lone from sin and death we flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on -1ly can in- form the mind and pu - rn - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615

*DISMISSAL

T

Go in peace. Believe the good news. We will! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Come,Thou Fount” (Jason D Payne)




WE REMEMBER IN THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY

Norma Freymuth Larry Frakes David

Don & Lizzie Palmer Brittany Schultz Sharon
Lindsey & the Porter Family Stephen Beth

Kevin Rich Kathi
Leighann Kenneth Pam

Connie Stanger David Bob Gustafson
Victoria Zutter Bryant Mary Mast

ALL ARE INVITED to enjoy coffee and fellowship after service in the Fellowship Hall.

A SELF-SERVICE NURSERY is available through the double doors in the Narthex leading to the Sunday School
classrooms. Newborns, toddlers, and children up to Pre-K are welcome.

MESSIAH NAME TAGS. If you did not receive your name tag or if you missed the deadline and would like to
place an order, please let the office or Laura Peterson know.

SIGN EASTER CARDS FOR MESSIAH’S HOMEBOUND MEMBERS. Please swing by the Fellowship Hall
today to sign the Easter cards hand crafted by ArtReach. You can drop by the office until Wednesday, March 25" to
sign them. ArtReach meets the 1*' and 3™ Thursdays at 11:00a in Room 1. They would love for you to join them!
POC Meredith Kilby / Beth Thompson.

LAST LENTEN SOUP SUPPER IS THIS WEDNESDAY. Please sign up for kitchen lead or to EEE
provide soups and sides using the QR code or sign up at the Welcome Center. Thank you! POC Dorothy tli"%#_
Seitz. Ok 2

SPRING LANDSCAPING CLEAN UP DAY, SATURDAY, MARCH 28. Grab some gloves and rakes, if you
have them, and come help us next Saturday to spruce up MLC's landscaping prior to Holy Week and Easter. Drop in
from 9 a.m. until noon and stay as long as you’re able to.

8 MORE DAYS TO ORDER EASTER LILIES AND FLOWERS. Get your order in today and honor or
memorialize your loved ones this Easter. Lilies and flowers will be used to decorate our sanctuary and the
Resurrection Cross. Order forms can be found in the bulletin or at the Welcome Center. $20 per plant. Last day to
order is Sunday, March 29",

THRIVENT CLIENTS WITH MEMBERSHIP. Don’t forget to direct 2025 Choice Dollars® by March 31 at
thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

RSVP FOR EASTER BREAKFAST ON SUNDAY, APRIL 5™. You won’t want to miss this. Our
youth will be serving pancakes, egg bakes, bacon, yogurt bar, fruit, muffins, and oatmeal with toppings

from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. on Easter Sunday. Free will donations accepted in support of youth travel.
Please RSVP so our youth can plan accordingly. Thank you!

CASTING CALL FOR YOUTH AND ADULTS FOR OUR ANNUAL DINNER THEATER. You’re invited to join
the cast of The Tragedy of Orpheus: A Comedy. Rehearsals start in Spring with performance in early August. Contact Pr.
Bill at prbillschroeder@gmail.com or reach out to him in person

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE ON MESSIAH’S LEADERSHIP TEAM. The Nominating Committee is

accepting nominations for several positions. We highly encourage you to send nominations to Jeff Christensen,

bamajeffyc@gmail.com. Position openings: Vice President, Treasurer, Worship and Music, Education and Youth,

*Stewardship (1 year mid-term), *Fellowship (1 year mid-term), Sunday School Superintendent.


mailto:prbillschroeder@gmail.com
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PLEASE WELCOME INTERIM YOUTH LEADER, CONNOR CAMPBELL. We are pleased to have Connor
Campbell lead our Youth Team! Connor is looking for youth activity volunteers that can help with transportation,
supervising youth, or lead events with support. Please contact Connor Campbell at youth@mlutheran.org if you can
help with youth activities at Messiah.

MESSIAH’S 30™ ANNUAL MUSIC CAMP IS OPEN FOR REGISTRATION!
This year’s summer music camp takes place from Monday, June 1 to Sunday, June 7,
2026. Open to rising Kindergarteners through rising 9th Graders. This is a community

Music Camp Music Camp
Registration

the QR codes provided. Contacts: Bonnie Flower, Laura Peterson.

ANNUAL YARD AND PLANT SALE, APRIL 11, 2026, 8:00 A.M. TO NOON. Drop offs accepted starting
Wednesday, 4/8/2026, after church supper and Thursday, 4/9/2026, and Friday, 4/10/2026, starting at 8:00 a.m.
Items can be placed on or near the stage in the Parish Hall. POC: Paulette McNamara.

PICK UP A COPY OF THE CHRIST IN OUR HOME DEVOTIONAL AT THE WELCOME CENTER.

KIT MINISTRY - Dark Bath Towels (52” X 27”)

8:30 Worship

Lector Dennis Fry
Greeter Susanna Burgett
Ushers Peter Woods, Owen Wasmoen
Altar Guild LeeLinda Baggett

Stream Team Joanne Weber, Glen Long

Pastor Kristine Schroeder
Director of Music Randall Fields

Organist/Accompanist Melanie Payne

FOOD PANTRY - Peanut Butter + Jelly

11:00 Worship

Ushers Mark Winge, Bill Holbrook
Altar Guild Christine Berry, Jutta DeMarsh
Stream Team Bob Davis
Interim Youth Leader Connor Campbell

Jan Morrison
Jill Casey

Communications Director
Office Manager


mailto:youth@mlutheran.org

**CHURCH CALENDAR**

Sunday, March 22 6:30 p.m. — Kit Ministry
8:30 a.m. — *Service of Worship ELW Setting Saturday, March 28
One Wlth the Lord’s Supper 9:00 a.m. - Spring Landscaping
9:45 am. — Adult Bible Study/Sunday School for 9:00 a.m. - Music Camp Planning
all ages

Sunday, March 29 — Palm Sunday

8:30 a.m. — *Service of Worship ELW Setting
Four with the Lord’s Supper

9:45 a.m. - Easter Egg Hunt
Children’s Easter Party

9:45 am. — Adult Bible Study

11:00 a.m. — Service of Worship ELW Setting
One with the Lord’s Supper

1:00 p.m. - MOES Tye Dye Sweatshirts

5:00 p.m. - Youth Group

6:30 p.m. — Notabella Rehearsal

Tuesday, March 24 11:00 a.m. — Service of Worship ELW Setting
9:00 a.m. — Comforters Four with the Lord’s Supper
11:00 a.m. - Worship and Music Committee 5:00 pm. - Youth Group
Wednesday, March 25 6:30 p.m. — Notabella Rehearsal
12:00 p.m. - Lent Midweek Worship Holden

Evening Prayer *service is live streamed on mlutheran.org and on
5:00 p.m. - Confirmation Class MLC’s App

6:00 p.m. — Last Lenten Soup Supper

7:00 p.m - *Lent Midweek Worship Holden
Evening Prayer

7:45 p.m. — Adult Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, March 26
LOOKING AHEAD
April 2 - Maundy Thursday April 11 - Annual Yard and Plant Sale
April 3 — Good Friday April 25 - SES Revival, Nashville TN
April 5 - Easter Sunday / Easter Breakfast April 26 - MOES + MESY Family Panoply Outing

ATTENDANCE March 8 Online: 98 March 15: 8:30 — 59 11:00 - 38



