
 
 

April 12, 2026 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Good Morning and Welcome! 
If you are an online worshiper or guest today, please  

leave a record of your time with us online. Thank you!   

Online Guest Form 

  

7740 HIGHWAY 72 W | (256) 721-0041 | MLUTHERAN.ORG 

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and 

offers them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, 

we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering 

around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout 

the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be 

from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even 

as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice 

in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


ORDER OF WORSHIP SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Now the Feast and Celebration 

* Please stand as you are able 
 

 

PRELUDE “Trio on Westminster Abbey” (David Lasky) Melanie Payne, Organist                                                                                                             

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTERLUDE 
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 

and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism… 
 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

*GATHERING SONG “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” ELW 384 
 

 

 



 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

*KYRIE        ELW 157 

 

 

 



 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE “Now the Feast and Celebration” ELW 167 
 

 
 

 



 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

FIRST LESSON Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow 

Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 

deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves 

know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 

God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, 

having released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in 

its power. 25 For David says concerning him, 
 

 

 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in 

 hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One experience 

 corruption. 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of 

 gladness with your presence.’ 
  

29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and 

was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God 

had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 

throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
 

3 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
 

32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                       Psalm 16 
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my 

good above all other.” 
2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble among the 



people. 
3 But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied. 
4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their names upon my lips. 
5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot. 
6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night after night. 
8 I have set the LORD always before me; because God is at my right hand, I shall not be 

shaken.  
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. 
10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the pit. 
11 You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right 

hand are pleasures forevermore.  
 

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into 

an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are 

being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various 

trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 

perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus 

Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do 

not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for 

you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE       Bonnie Flowers 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go” 

 

*GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



*GOSPEL  John 20:19-31 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where 

the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 

my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then 

he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 

my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 

book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                                                  Pastor Kristine Schroeder 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY “We Walk by Faith” ELW 635

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  

 Offertory: “They Could Not” (Ron Harris and Claire Cloninger) Holly Martin, Soprano 
 



*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS “As the Grains of Wheat”   ELW 465 
 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, 

a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the 

body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you 

love. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING AND PREFACE 
 

 



 
 

*SANCTUS   ELW 191 

 

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 



AGNUS DEI “Lamb of God” 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN “Now We Join in Celebration”     ELW 462 

 



HYMN “Now the Green Blade Rises”                                        ELW 379 

 
 

HYMN “Eat This Bread”  ELW 472 (not printed) 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE “Praise to You, O God of Mercy” ELW 208 
 

 
 



 

*BLESSING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*SENDING HYMN “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” ELW 380 
 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! We will! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE “Psalm 19” (Benedetto Marcello) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WE REMEMBER IN THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY 

Norma Freymuth  

Don & Lizzie Palmer  

Lindsey & the Porter Family 

Kevin 

Leighann 

Connie Stanger 

Victoria Zutter 

Larry 

Brittany 

Stephen 

Rich 

David, Bryant & Sharon  

David 

Beth 

Kathi 

Paulette McNamara 

Roger Torbert 

Family of Pam Linen 
 
 

THE FLOWERS today are given to the Glory of God by Laura Peterson. Alleluia! 
 

ALL ARE INVITED to enjoy coffee and fellowship after service in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

NURSERY staffed by Hannah Seitz, is through the double doors in the Narthex leading to the Sunday School 

classrooms. Newborns, toddlers, and children up to Pre-K are welcome. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR CONTRIBUTING TO A MEANINGFUL HOLY WEEK 

AND EASTER! The preparations of the church grounds, the music, breakfast, Easter lilies and flowers, 

Alleleuia banners, treats, donations and especially your presence during worship made for a memorable week as 

we honor the resurrection of our Savior. Thank you all! 
 

JUST A FEW MORE SLOTS LEFT TO FILL ON MESSIAH’S LEADERSHIP TEAM. We are so close 

to rounding out our leadership team! Position left opened: Vice President, Treasurer, Education and Youth, 

*Stewardship (1 year mid-term), and a Youth Representative (a high school aged youth). Send nominations to 

Jeff Christensen, bamajeffyc@gmail.com or contact Jeff if you have any questions about the positions. 
 

MUSIC CAMP REGISTRATION OPEN UNTIL MAY 10th.  Sign your child 

up this summer for a fun week of music, learning God’s word and recreational 

activities. Camp is from Monday, June 1 to Sunday, June 7, 2026. Open to rising 

Kindergarteners through rising 9th Graders. Invite everyone you know! We will 

need lots of volunteers to make this a success. Registration and Camp Details and 

Volunteer Sign Up can be found by scanning the QR codes provided. Contacts: 

Bonnie Flower, Laura Peterson. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS AT ST. MATTHEW’S THIS YEAR. June 22-25 (5-8pm). Registration 

details coming soon. 
 

MESSIAH NAME TAGS. If you did not receive your name tag or if you missed the deadline and would like 

to place an order, please let the office or Laura Peterson know. 
 
 

KIT MINISTRY – 4 oz. Bars of Soap     FOOD PANTRY – Detergent 

 

8:30 Worship  11:00 Worship 

Lector Greg Kilby  Ushers Paul Arnold, Bill Holbrook 

Ushers Dagmar Mill, Owen Wasmoean  Altar Guild    Karen Arnold 

Altar Guild    Linda Peirce  Stream Team  Miles Bennett 
Stream Team  Timothy Pitchko, Meredith Kilby    

 

Music Camp 
Registration 

Music Camp 
Volunteer 

mailto:bamajeffyc@gmail.com


**CHURCH CALENDAR** 
 

Sunday, April 12  

8:30 a.m. – *Service of Worship Now the Feast with  

  the Lord’s Supper 

9:45 a.m. – Adult Bible Study/Sunday School for all  

  ages 

11:00 a.m.  – Service of Worship Now the Feast with  

  the Lord’s Supper 

12:15 p.m. - Instrumental Ensemble Rehearsal 

5:00 p.m. - Youth Group 

6:30 p.m. – Notabella Rehearsal 
 

Tuesday, April 14  

9:00 a.m.  – Comforters 
 

Wednesday, April 15 

6:00 p.m. – Wednesday Night Dinner 

7:00 p.m. - Adult Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, April 16 

6:30 p.m. – Kit Ministry 

7:00 p.m. - Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, April 19  

8:30 a.m. – *Service of Worship Now the Feast with  

  the Lord’s Supper 

9:45 a.m. – Adult Bible Study/Sunday School for all  

  ages 

11:00 a.m.  – *Service of Worship Now the Feast with  

  the Lord’s Supper 

5:00 p.m. - Youth Group 

6:30 p.m. – Notabella Rehearsal 
 

*These services are live streamed on mlutheran.org and on MLC’s App 
 

 
 

. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

April 25 - SES Revival, Nashville TN 

April 26 - MOES + MESY Family Panoply Outing 

April 29 - Final Wednesday Confirmation Class 

May 3 - Affirmation of Baptism for confirmands 

May 17 - Final Sunday School Class, End of Year Party,  

  Graduate Recognition Sunday 

May 24 - Summer Schedule Starts 

May 25 - Memorial Day, Office Closed 

June 1 - 7 - Music Camp 

June 22 – 25 - Vacation Bible School at St.  

  Matthews 

 

ATTENDANCE     March 29 Online: 44 April 5:   8:30 – 166  11:00 – 110 
 

 

 

Pastor Kristine Schroeder 

Director of Music Randall Fields 

Organist/Accompanist Melanie Payne 

Interim Youth Leader Connor Campbell 

Communications Director Jan Morrison 

Office Manager Jill Casey
 


