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In his grace, God considers us righteous
(verses 1-8)

e Abraham believed God; this was
“counted to him as righteousness.”

¢ Righteousness is a gift of God.

e Because God declares those who are
his as righteous, he does not count their
sin.

External signs versus internal righteousness
(verses 9-12)

e Qutward symbols like circumcision and
baptism do not make us God’s people.
It is faith and trust in the one who saves.

e Faith comes before works of
righteousness, but the way we live is the
best indicator of what we believe.

Abraham’s offspring and Abraham’s heirs
(verses 13-25)

o God promised Abraham that he and his
“offspring” (his descendant, Jesus)
would be the “heirs of the world.”

e Abraham’s faith was not in himself, but
in the one who would one day raise
Jesus Christ from the dead.

Kingdom-minded followers of Jesus
understand that they cannot earn their
righteousness before God; it is a gift that
comes through faith and trust in Christ.
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Questions for Personal Study or Group Discussion
Open

o What is the most unbelievable thing an advertiser has promised you? Do the outlandish promises of
such gimmicks affect your view of “big” promises in general? Do they affect your view of biblical
promises?

Read
¢ Romans 4:1-25

Observe

¢ Why does Paul go back to the examples of Abraham and David in his explanation of righteousness?

e How do verses 3-8 illustrate what Paul says in 3:27-287?

e Why do you think Paul emphasizes that Abraham was counted as righteous before he was
circumcised? What does this tell us about circumcision in general?

e What do verses 18-21 tell us about faith?

Apply
o Who are some other biblical characters that you respect as examples of faith? Who are some
examples of Christians in your life that you look up to for the way they trust God?

o Why does it matter—practically or emotionally—whether a right relationship with God is a gift to be
received or a prize to be earned?

e Where are you being stretched in your ability to trust God’s promises? What can you learn from
Abraham’s example?

Prayer

o Confess your attempts to earn God’s favor instead of receiving it as his gift to you.

e Ask and receive God’s forgiveness (1 John 1:9). Thank God for his grace.



