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August and September here in Liberia can be summed up in one word—school. While there is 
some confusion over when the schools in Liberia are to open for the new year, our Liberia 
Evangelical Mission schools have either opened or are preparing to open. Mark and I have had 
some involvement in the past with a couple of the schools here in Monrovia but this year, our 
role is changing. Before, Mark and I led a weekly or bi-weekly Bible/Art class. It was a lot of fun 
and we really enjoyed our interaction with the schoolchildren. It also served its purpose in 
earning us the right to have some input into the schools.  
 

Since arriving on the field, Daniel and Naomi have had a heart 
for the schools and the schoolchildren. Daniel has begun 
preparing a new curriculum to be used in the LEM schools. The 
thought behind the curriculum project is, little by little, to 
change the teaching and learning styles into something more 
productive than is common in Liberia. It is a long process and 
won’t happen overnight but is a change which needs to be 
made year by year for the next six to eight years. Daniel is 
beginning with the preschool classes and teachers. The 

curriculum that he has designed so far is only for the preschool department. The hope is that 
next school year there will be a new kindergarten curriculum, each year adding a level. Daniel 
has been busy preparing materials for each school. Our new intern, Calie Morris, is proving to be 
an invaluable asset in this process. She has already spent hours and hours, laminating, cutting, 
and helping to assemble materials. 
 

Part of Daniel’s strategy with the new curriculum is to have a 
constant and visible presence in the schools to encourage the 
teachers and to help them as they put the new materials into 
practice. This is where Mark, Calie (again), and I come into the 
picture. Last week, all of us spent each morning at the Vantage 
Point Christian Academy, observing, learning, and helping in 
the preschool class. This week I have been going by myself to 
be available to the teachers. Meanwhile, Daniel, Mark, and 
Calie have been at the Mt. Zion Christian Academy as they 

begin their school year, doing the same in the preschool there. ARDJU, the other LEM school in 
Monrovia, will begin classes in about two weeks and we will also be there as much as possible. 
Following the initial beginnings of the schoolyear, the plan is to have someone at each school 
twice a week to evaluate how things are going with the new plan. 
 
We would appreciate your prayers for the schools. Some of the children who are brought to 
preschool are, by my way of thinking, too young and not ready to be in this kind of environment, 
but it is the Liberian way of doing things and so we do what we can to help them. That does mean 



that there are tears and angry outbursts from time to time. 
One little guy, “Thomas,” was very unhappy his first day. He 
cried and cried for his sister who is in an upper grade. He also 
kicked and screamed before finally crying himself out and then 
slept for about half of the morning. I decided that I needed to 
pray for Thomas. The next day was worse. He was trying to 
escape out the door in search of this sister. Finally, one of the 
teachers locked that door and we just left him to cry and throw 
his fit on the floor. He rolled around, kicking, and screaming for 

a good number of minutes. Finally, one of the teachers came over, put his shoe back on him 
which had come off in his kicking around, took him to use the rest room, brought him back in and 
he was a changed little man. The third day he marched into the room and took his seat without 
any fussing. I had to laugh when later that morning another little guy was getting restless and 
standing wistfully at the open door, perhaps contemplating escape, when Thomas came over, 
took his hand and led him back to the table, as if to say, “Come on, man, get with the program!” 
The two of them, it seems, have become good friends for good or ill as time will tell. But my point 
is, praying for Thomas seemed to have made a difference. Today I met another “Thomas” and his 
friend at the Mt. Zion school. Both are already proving to be unruly challenges for their teacher.  
 

Please pray for these “Thomases.” I don’t know anything about 
them beyond what I have observed except that the Thomas at 
Mt. Zion comes from a Muslim home and needs to hear and 
know that Jesus loves him. Join me in praying specifically for 
these little boys as well as the others in the classes. Pray for 
their teachers, some of whom struggle with reading and 
comprehension. Pray that they will see their teaching as a true 
service to Christ and understand the unique privilege they have 
of sharing the love of Jesus with these kids. 

 
Pray for Daniel as he continues with the curriculum project. Pray for Calie and Naomi who give 
hours in helping with preparing materials. Pray that the teachers will have an understanding of 
the curriculum and a desire to make their classes effective for their students. 
 
Pray for Naomi as she plans to revive the Shine ministry to girls. Shine suffered in her absence, 
and she is hoping to get it up and going again. Pray for willing helpers who will commit themselves 
to this important ministry to teen girls. 
 
Thank you for being a Liberia Champion. We appreciate your interest and prayers more than I 
can express. It is encouraging to know that there are those who take interest in and pray for 
Liberia. 
 
Gordon 
 



When missionaries move to a different country to help tell people about Jesus, they sometimes must learn 
to become used to things that are different than living in America. Sometimes even things that they don’t 
like. But missionaries learn to live with these things because they live for Jesus and know that they must 
live with these things so that they can tell others about Jesus. 
 
Missionaries can play The Five Finger Rule Game. Each finger on your 
hand represents one word . . . . and then you finish the sentence: 
 
Because I live in Liberia I can live with lizards 
in my house! 
 

Because I live in Liberia I can eat rice and fish 
that doesn’t look too good! 
 

Because I live in Liberia I can have chicks wander into my classroom! 
 

Because I live in Liberia I can trust God to take care of me!  
 
 

Now it’s your turn to play, but we’re going to 
change the Five Finger Rule. Think about things that someone who 
lives in Liberia might find different because you live in America. 
 
Because I live in America I can have electricity all day long in my 
house and school. 
 

Because I live in America 
 
Because I live in America 
 
Because I live in America 
 
Because I live in America 
 
 
Let’s change the rule again and think of somethings that may be 
hard to do but we do because we live for Jesus. 
 
Because I live for Jesus I can be nice to someone who isn’t nice to me. 
 

Because I live for Jesus 
 
Because I live for Jesus 
 
Because I live for Jesus  
 
Because I live for Jesus 
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