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Over the course of the months in which we have sent the Liberia Champions Report we have often written of 
the LEM schools but without ever clarifying which school is which. So, in this report, I want to present each of 
the three schools that are in Monrovia so that you might have a clearer picture of each school. 
 
VantagePoint Christian Academy. VPCA was the first LEM school in Monrovia. Located in the Neezoe 
Community, it was begun as a way to meet the needs of families both in the church and in the neighborhood 

who were unable to send their 
children to school. The school began in the sanctuary of the LEM Christ VantagePoint church. It eventually 
outgrew the church and moved into its own facility where it continues to meet today. Currently the school 
offers classes from Day Care to grade 6 with plans to eventually offer junior and senior high. Enrollment is 
around 150 students. 
 
 
Mt. Zion Christian Academy. MZCA, much like the school in Neezoe, was begun to meet the needs of children 
in the LEM Mt. Zion Community Church. There were many children in both the neighborhood and church who 
were not attending school because of the cost. MZCA minimul tuition and fees helps make it possible for some 
of these children to attend school. MZCA meets in the church sanctuary and has an attendance of around 100 
children. The school offers classes from Day Care to 6th grade. Located in Wroto Town, a rather large slum 
community, there are many difficulties that the school faces. It is, in my estimation, the most challenging 
community of the three schools. 

 
 
 
 



 
ARDJU Day Care and Preparatory School. ARDJU is the newest LEM school in Monrovia, recently joining LEM 
about two years ago. Unlike the other two schools, ARDJU is not affiliated with a local LEM church but the 
owner is an LEM pastor and his wife serves on the LEM national board. With an enrollment of about 115 
students, they offer classes beginning with Day Care through Junior High. ARDJU was accepted this year into 

the Liberia Reads! Program which makes 
language arts the focus of much of the day. They 
are excited about their participation in the 
program and hope that it will improve their 
students’ learning. 
 
All three schools, although each one distinct from 
the other two, face similar challenges including 

the number of parents who are either unable or unwilling to pay for school fees. Yet these schools must 
depend on the fees received to operate. ECM is helping with the youngest classes in implementing a 
curriculum to help the students begin to learn more effectively. The challenge that we face in introducing new 
curriculum and new ways of teaching is that we are fighting an uphill cultural battle to help teachers to teach 
in a way that they were not taught nor have experienced. Discipline also is an area of concern for us, as the 
Liberia norm is to use sticks to discipline and classroom shaming of wrong behavior. We believe that both of 
these patterns need to be changed. I have observed that the teachers really do love their students even 
though their discipline methods might speak otherwise. But I have come to the realization that they are only 
passing on what they experienced in their schools and homes. To break this cycle will be a great challenge. I 
am asking you to pray for us to have wisdom in how to help convince teachers that there is a better way to 
interact with students.  
 
Please pray that our teachers will see that as they minister in Jesus’ name to these children, they must rethink 
what it means to show his love to them. Please pray for wisdom as we try to help teachers become more 
effective in how they teach. Please pray for Daniel as he plans a meeting with school administrators before the 
end of the year to discuss some of these issues. 
 
In addition to these requests we would appreciate prayer for the upcoming pastoral/leadership training 
seminar January 11-13 with Pastor Russ Couwenhoven. During that same time will be teacher training for both 
the Monrovia and the upcountry schools with Pastor Tony Edgell. 
 
Please pray for the upcoming meeting November 29-December 2 of the LEM Book of Discipline committee 
that we will have wisdom and insight in how to best structure this important document for the church. 
 
Thank you so very much for being a Liberia Champion. There are times that we don’t know the answers for the 
challenges that LEM faces here. Thank you for praying with us for God’s wisdom to guide us. 
 
Gordon



 
 
Just like in the United States, every November Liberia has a Thanksgiving Holiday. Since the 1880’s 
the first Thursday of November has been declared Thanksgiving Day. 
 
The country that we call Liberia was established by men and women who at one time were slaves in 
the United States. They came to Africa believing that they would have more freedom there than 
they were experiencing in the United States. They brought many customs with them from the 
United States. Many of them were Christians and built churches in Liberia.  

 
Many people in Liberia celebrate the day by going to church, joining with other 
Christians to give thanks to God for his blessings. In some churches people will 
bring in some of their produce from their gardens or fields as an offering to the 
Lord. Following the service these items are then actioned off to the church 
goers. Others spend the day going to the beach or being with friends. While 
Liberians do not have a fancy meal like in the United States, they may eat 

something special that day, like Jollof rice, a spicy dish with 
different kinds of meat mixed with rice.  
 
 

What are Liberians thankful to God for?  
 
*Liberians are thankful that there is peace in 

their country. 
*Liberians are thankful for their families. 
*Liberians are thankful for their church. 
*Liberians are thankful for God’s protection over 

their life. 
 

What are you thankful to God for? 

https://recipes.africanvibes.com/recipes/the-famous-
liberian-jollof-rice-by-cooking-with-winn-2/ 

You can try making this Liberian dish for your Thanksgiving Day meal! 


