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Here we are at the beginning of another year. I remember as a child that a year seemed like an 
eternity but now it seems like a year passes quite quickly and unless I make a concerted effort to 
remember all that happened during the year I will soon forget. One thing I remember, however, 
is how God has been faithful to us as a family, as a mission, and as a national church. It will be 
interesting to see how God will be faithful throughout this coming year. 

 
I wanted to begin this new year by reviewing the prayer requests that I have 
shared with you over this last year and to give a quick update on some of 
them. The year began with both pastoral and teacher training sessions. The 
Lord has answered prayers for these. In fact, we have again started out the 
year with both activities. The teacher training has expanded to include 
some of our upcountry teachers as well, while the pastoral/leadership 
training is on schedule. 
 
We asked for prayer concerning the electrical grid issues in the country. 
There has been improvement, but the old problems are 
beginning again now that the dry season is here. Along 

with the power grid I had included a note of praise that the government was 
finally tackling the issue of FGM (female circumcision). Unfortunately, that has 
proven to be totally ineffectual and there have been reports throughout the year 
of girls being kidnapped and forced to undergo this barbaric practice. It is a 
continuing issue for prayer.  
 
Another concern this past year was helping the Liberia Evangelical Mission to 
finally address the issue of the LEM book of Discipline. Thank you for praying. 
We now have a first edition draft that will be presented to the National Convention in April for 
approval. It is not a finished product but provides the basic structure for the church and its 
ministers and congregations and is a good foundation for further work. Please keep praying. 
 

We reported about three new groups that were meeting with the goal of 
eventually becoming LEM churches. At least two groups are continuing 
to meet and the leader of the one group is a part of the pastoral training. 
Praise the Lord for his helping these groups to remain firm in their 
commitment to meet together. Please pray for them to sense clear 
direction for what the Lord would have them do next. 
 
A major focus of concern was for the LEM schools and our involvement 

in them. The Lord has helped Daniel with putting together the new curriculum for the pre-school 
level. Now for the kindergarten curriculum! He was also able to help guide the ARDJU school in 

Teachers willing to improve their skills 
are an important part of the school 
system. 



becoming a part of Liberia Reads!, an excellent language arts 
program. We hope to enroll our other two Monrovia schools this fall. 
Mark and Calie are currently teaching art class once a week at the 
Mt. Zion school. Probably the biggest news on the school front is that 
the LEM School System board has finally been established. While still 
in a very beginning stage, it is the culmination of a vision to bring the 
schools together to advance the education cause among our 
churches. Please pray for them as they establish a united policy for 
the LEM schools. 
 
Our intern Calie Morris has been doing quite well and has been a 
huge help with the school curriculum project. Thank you for praying 
for her. She will soon have been here six months. Pray for God’s 
leading her in what comes next after Liberia.  

 
We requested prayer for Naomi as she began the SHINE program again. This is such a necessary 
emphasis, helping young women to understand that their value and identity is found in Christ 
and not in the pressure that Liberian society puts on them to be sexually active with a boyfriend. 

Pray for the churches to catch the vision to help their young ladies to withstand 
the pressures they face in this area. Pray that some Liberian women will catch 
this vision as well and come forward to help lead this ministry. We had hoped 
to see something similar happen with the boys but that, so far, has not 
happened. 
 
Pastor Charles Williams continues to recover from his stroke. While not able 
to continue in the pastoral role, his recovery has been given by God. Thank 
you for praying for Charles and his family. 
 

Daniel has sensed a call to attend seminary, which he is able to do on-line. He is now beginning 
his second semester. Please pray for him as he juggles family, seminary studies, curriculum 
writing, and other duties here in Liberia. 
 
Thank you for being a Liberia Champion. Some of you have been a champion for several years 
now, a few of you since the first report. Thank you for remembering Liberia before the Lord. 
Thank you for your interest in what God is doing in Liberia. Please share this report with your 
local church and encourage them to join in prayer for Liberia. 
 
Gordon  
 

O Israel [Liberia], hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
and with him is plentiful redemption. Psalm 130:7 ESV 

1 Joseph and a very pregnant Mary 
riding a donkey arrive in Bethlehem 
during the ARDJU Christmas 
program. 


