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March has been an eventful month is some ways. To begin the month, 
Cindy Larvick, the director of Hope Teams, International, paid us a visit. 
Hope Teams has given some generous support to the Liberia Evangelical 
Mission (LEM) schools and Cindy came to see them in person and to get 
hands-on experience. She toured each of the three Monrovia schools and 
the upcountry school in Zeanzu. We are very appreciative for Hope Team’s 
interest in Liberian children and are thankful for her visit. 

 
While Cindy was here there was an important first for LEM. The LEM National School Board held 
one of its first meetings. The school board has been elected by representatives from the schools 
and includes both city and upcountry representatives. The task of the board is to develop and 
adopt a unified policy manual that will be applied across the entire LEM school system as it  

 
continues to take shape. While currently there are five or six schools connected to LEM the 
number of schools is expected to grow in the coming years and now is the time to develop an 
organization to tie the schools together in a common educational philosophy and endeavor. 
 

One more important first this month comes out of my Bible study group 
that meets weekly. I have for a long time been concerned about what will 
happen to this group when I am no longer leading it. It meets an important 
need in LEM and is a small start for what I hope will eventually become an 
intentional effort on the part of LEM to train current and future pastors 
and leaders in knowing the Bible and applying it to their lives. For the first 
time, one of my students, Pastor Alex Gbatu (pronounced baa – too, the G 
is silent) has begun to help with the teaching. I am trying to give him each 

week of class an assignment for the following class. Pastor Alex does a good job preparing and 
teaching. He also has a heart for training other men and women in the truths of the Gospel. Our 
next step is to develop an agreed upon course of study and obtain the approval of the LEM 
national board. Finally, we will need to look at how to fund the classes and production of 
materials. I would appreciate your prayers for this continuing endeavor. 
 
While you are praying for these classes, please consider the following praises and prayer 
requests as well: 



Praise the Lord for Hope Team’s continuing interest in Liberian children. Pray that they will have 
clear leading from the Lord in what their future involvement in Liberia might be. 
 

Praise the Lord for the LEM National School Board off to good start. 
Thank the Lord for the work they have already done on developing 
school policies. Pray for wisdom for the members as they consider how 
to improve the LEM schools. 
 
Pray for Pastor Alex and me as we lead the Bible study group and 
consider our next steps in making this a permanent part of LEM’s 
training efforts. 

 
Pray for the upcoming LEM National Convention, April 12-16. There are always last-minute 
preparations to make. Pray that the Lord will bless our time together with a renewed sense of 
unity and deep conviction for sin among our people.  
 

Pray for Pastor George Manyango, LEM national superintendent as he 
chairs the convention.  
 
Pray for the process of approving the proposed book of Discipline for 
LEM. Pray that there will be agreement among the delegates and a 
willingness to submit themselves to its provisions. 
 
Pray for Evangelical Church General Superintendent Jay Forseth as he 

travels to attend the National Convention. Pray for good communication between him and the 
delegates as he teaches. 
 

Pray for me as I will also be doing some of the teaching at the 
convention. 
 
Please continue to pray for the LEM schools, teachers and students. The 
rainy season, due to begin within a month, brings added challenges for 
both students and teachers to be faithful in attendance.  
 
Thank you for praying for Liberia. Thank you for being concerned with 

the spread of the Gospel in Liberia as ECM and LEM seek to have a better impact in this needy 
country. 
 
Gordon 
 
 

“Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan, 
I will now arise,” says the Lord; 

“I will place him in the safety for which he longs.” Psalm 12:5 ESV 


