
2023 Bible Reading Plan 



 There are 63,779 cross-references in the Bible. In other 

words, what is often read as individual one-time stories in the 

Bible, these stories are connected with other parts of the same 

Testament, or connected to another part of the other Testament. 

 The picture above paints for us this story. The white bar 

along the bottom represents each Bible chapter from Genesis 1, 

to Revelation 22. The lines arching across represent its 

connection to other parts of the Bible. Seeing this allows us to 

understand the Bible is complex, diverse, and intricate, yet 

communicates one simple message of a loving God who is 

redeeming all who would believe. 



Introduction 

	 Many have set out to read the Bible in a year for any number of reasons. 
To read the Bible cover-to-cover, to say they’ve done it, you name it, there’s a 
reason. While many have set out to read it, just as many have yet to complete it. 
After all, Numbers is a hard book to read, confusion sets in with who is the king 
now, and not to mention all one finds so difficult to relate to. The truth is, reading 
the Bible shouldn’t be a chore, but rather a joy. When we read the Bible we 
should discover the God who is in passionate pursuit of His people. Yes, there’s 
spiritual conviction, but that’s in order that we would draw closer to God, not 
walk away from Him and His Word.

	 So what’s led you to this point? Why are you holding this reading guide in 
your hand? We might assume it is some subconscious guilt which has 
convinced us we need to do this. Or maybe the Holy Spirit is drawing us into 
something deeper. Whatever your reason is, take the time over the course of the 
year to discover what that reason is. Whatever you do, we want to encourage 
you to keep on. If you get behind, don’t think it’s impossible. If you want to 
spend a little more time on a passage, let the Holy Spirit speak to you. But don’t 
fall into the trap of doubt thinking you’re the only one who struggles with 
reading, or has never read the Bible. We all find ourselves struggling from time-
to-time reading the Bible.

	 There’s also a big difference between reading the Bible, and studying the 
Bible. When we treat the Bible like a novel or a biography, we find ourselves 
disconnected from it. So what would happen if we read less and allowed it to 
really penetrate our hearts and minds? You’ll notice this reading plan is not 
about reading the whole Bible, but only a portion of it. As a matter of fact, this 
reading plan only focuses on the writing of Paul in the New Testament. Each day 
includes a small collection of verses to read. You can read the verses at any 
point in the day, or maybe you read them more than once. You might even 
discover there are verses you want to commit to memory. And don’t worry, if you 
miss a day’s reading, we’ve left the weekends open to get caught up.

	 But don’t miss out on the bigger picture here. Each selection of verses 
has connections to the Old Testament, the Gospels, and other writings found in 
the New Testament. So the goal is to give you a starting point to make these 
connections, while at the same time not giving you so much that you feel 
overwhelmed and lost. To help you, we’ve provided a focus word for each book, 



some historical background, and a theological perspective. Our hope is that this 
will build a foundation for your study.

	 After you make your way through the letters of Paul you’ll find the book of 
Hebrews is included in our readings. The authorship of Hebrews is a highly 
debated topic. Some attribute it to Paul, while others attribute it to other writers. 
We’ve chosen to include it in order that you can read through it and discover 
God. After all, isn’t that the whole point of studying the Bible in the first place?

	 At the end of the year we’ve included Advent readings. You’ll notice 
there’ll be a mixture of both Old and New Testament readings. The purpose of 
this is to help you prepare your heart and mind for the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus. 

	 Reading the Bible is not about earning His approval or favor because 
there’s nothing more that we can add to the atoning work of Christ on the cross 
which has accomplished this. So as you begin this journey, may you seek to 
delight in God. And may you discover that in the God-breathed Scriptures you 
have been graciously given access to God’s love for you, and His desires for 
your life.




Romans 
Focus Word: Hope 

Historical Background: 
 In 49 AD, the church in Rome incurred a major culture shift. All the 
Jewish people living in Rome were expelled by Emperor Claudius, 
including Jewish Christians. This turned the largely Jewish led church 
into a solely gentile believer led church practically overnight. The church 
in Rome continued this way for five years, when Nero allowed Jewish 
people re-enter Rome. The church in Rome began to deal with a major 
power struggle between the Jewish and gentile believers. Jewish believers 
wanted to claim back what they started, but gentile believers had been 
shaping the church for five years. After 2-3 years of this struggle, Paul 
wrote the church of Rome to help quell this storm. He appealed to both 
parties with the hope of reconciliation in Jesus. 

Theological Themes: 
 Of the 85 occurrences of “hope” in the New Testament, 15 of them 
are found in Romans. Acts comes in second place at 10 occurrences, but 
most of the New Testament books see 5 or fewer occurrences. Paul speaks 
about hope at least 50% more times in Romans than any other book in the 
New Testament. Romans is also the only book in the Bible that tries to 
explain what hope is and how it works (5:5; 8:24-25). As you read through 
Romans, make notes about the promises of hope while trying to avoid 
thinking of this hope as wishful thinking. 

Day Text

1.2 Romans 1:1-17

1.3 Romans 1:18-32

1.4 Romans 2:1-10

1.5 Romans 2:11-16

1.6 Romans 2:17-29

1.9 Romans 3:1-8

1.10 Romans 3:9-20

1.11 Romans 3:21-31

1.12 Romans 4:1-12



1.13 Romans 4:13-25

1.16 Romans 5:1-8

1.17 Romans 5:9-16

1.18 Romans 5:17-21

1.19 Romans 6:1-11

1.20 Romans 6:12-23

1.23 Romans 7:1-13

1.24 Romans 7:14-25

1.25 Romans 8:1-13

1.26 Romans 8:14-25

1.27 Romans 8:26-39

1.30 Romans 9:1-13

1.31 Romans 9:14-26

2.1 Romans 9:27-33

2.2 Romans 10:1-11

2.3 Romans 10:12-21

2.6 Romans 11:1-12

2.7 Romans 11:13-27

2.8 Romans 11:28-36

2.9 Romans 12:1-8

2.10 Romans 12:9-21

2.13 Romans 13:1-4

2.14 Romans 13:5-14

2.15 Romans 14:1-6

2.16 Romans 14:7-14

2.17 Romans 14:15-23

2.20 Romans 15:1-12

2.21 Romans 15:13-25



2.22 Romans 15:26-33

2.23 Romans 16:1-16

2.24 Romans 16:17-27



1 Corinthians 
Focus Word: Temple 

Historical Background:  
 Corinth was comprised of two major and adjacent locations: Ancient 
Corinth and Acrocorinth. Ancient Corinth was a magnate of the arts. 
Acrocorinth overlooks Ancient Corinth from the craggy hill one mile 
southwest of Ancient Corinth. Sculptures and pottery from Corinth were 
unrivaled. Their ability to sculpt marble into amazing statues and temple 
buildings made Ancient Corinth and Acrocorinth sites to see. The true to 
life detail and replication of sculptures in Corinth reveal their astute study 
of body features. Sadly, this obsession with knowing the body intimately 
was also their greatest struggle. The Temple of Aphrodite sat on top of 
Acrocorinth. Greek goddess Aphrodite was heralded as the goddess of 
sexual love and pleasure. Sexual immorality in Corinth was commonplace, 
if not worshipped, at the time of Paul’s ministry. The human body was 
reduced to a source of sexual pleasure and instrument of worship to 
Aphrodite. 

Theological Themes:  
 Paul’s reference to human bodies as temples (3:16-17; 6:19) in this 
epistle calls attention to the influence of Corinth’s sexual immorality on 
the church. They needed a perspective reset. The perceived value of people 
and relationships needed to be reset to God’s standard for the church to get 
and stay healthy. As you read through 1 Corinthians, take note of how 
much of it focuses on redefining the value of people and relationships. 
Paul pushes the church from self-indulgence to selfless love. Ask God daily 
while reading this epistle, if you need a perspective reset regarding the 
people and relationships in your life. 

Day Text

2.27 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

2.28 1 Corinthians 1:10-17

3.1 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

3.2 1 Corinthians 2:1-9

3.3 1 Corinthians 2:10-16

3.6 1 Corinthians 3:1-8



3.7 1 Corinthians 3:9-15

3.8 1 Corinthians 3:16-23

3.9 1 Corinthians 4:1-10

3.10 1 Corinthians 4:11-21

3.13 1 Corinthians 5:1-7

3.14 1 Corinthians 5:8-13

3.15 1 Corinthians 6:1-7

3.16 1 Corinthians 6:8-11

3.17 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

3.20 1 Corinthians 7:1-9

3.21 1 Corinthians 7:10-20

3.22 1 Corinthians 7:21-31

3.23 1 Corinthians 7:32-40

3.24 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

3.27 1 Corinthians 9:1-13

3.28 1 Corinthians 9:14-27

3.29 1 Corinthians 10:1-10

3.30 1 Corinthians 10:11-20

3.31 1 Corinthians 10:21-33

4.3 1 Corinthians 11:1-12

4.4 1 Corinthians 11:13-22

4.5 1 Corinthians 11:23-34

4.6 1 Corinthians 12:1-13

4.7 1 Corinthians 12:14-31

4.10 1 Corinthians 13:1-8

4.11 1 Corinthians 13:9-19

4.12 1 Corinthians 14:1-19

4.13 1 Corinthians 14:20-26



4.14 1 Corinthians 14:27-40

4.17 1 Corinthians 15:1-19

4.18 1 Corinthians 15:20-32

4.19 1 Corinthians 15:33-49

4.20 1 Corinthians 15:50-58

4.21 1 Corinthians 16:1-24



2 Corinthians 
Focus Word: Affliction 

Historical Background:  
 Another temple in Corinth was the Temple of Apollo. Apollo was 
heralded for so many amazing attributes. For this reason, Greeks could 
have just summed it up by calling him the god of awesomeness. That was 
a pretty accurate description of how they viewed him and possibly 
themselves. Corinth held much pride in their culture, heritage, and works. 
Paul understood the difficulties of a church trying to grow in the toxic 
environment of Corinth. He lived there for 18 months (Acts 18:11). The fight 
for purification proved difficult for the church. As Paul wrote them 
previously: “Do not be deceived: Bad company corrupts good morals” (1 
Corinthians 15:33, NASB). One of the biggest struggles of the church in 
Corinth was being in the world, but not getting sucked back into its 
lifestyle. Sexual immorality was part of the longstanding culture of 
Corinth. Corinthians turning to Jesus would have to combat social 
influences that would be trying to justify sexual immorality and trivialize 
the negative and addictive effects of it. The church was under attack 
because it stood in opposition to this culture. Greeks do not like 
disruptions in their religious culture, as evidenced in Ephesus in Acts 
19:23-28. 

Theological Themes:  
 The claws of sexual immorality are strong and sharp. Satan knows 
this. It is one of his greatest weapons that he can exploit and paint in a 
positive light. Pride would have us think that sexual immorality cannot 
touch us, but humility recognizes that the Holy Spirit is the one who truly 
makes and keeps us pure. As you read through 2 Corinthians, pray for the 
Church in the United States to rise above the traps of sexual immorality. In 
1 Corinthians, Paul urged them to treat their bodies as the very temple of 
the Living God, out of reverence for this great God of ours. Ask Jesus to 
grow in you a temple-minded lifestyle that honors and glorifies Him in 
humility. We need to be ready for persecution as we seek to lead lives of 
sexual purity. Holy Spirit makes us ready to endure the afflictions that 
come with standing up for purity.  

Day Text

4.24 2 Corinthians 1:1-11



4.25 2 Corinthians 1:12-17

4.26 2 Corinthians 1:18-24

4.27 2 Corinthians 2:1-8

4.28 2 Corinthians 2:9-17

5.1 2 Corinthians 3:1-6

5.2 2 Corinthians 3:7-18

5.3 2 Corinthians 4:1-4

5.4 2 Corinthians 4:5-12

5.5 2 Corinthians 4:13-18

5.8 2 Corinthians 5:1-8

5.9 2 Corinthians 5:9-15

5.10 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

5.11 2 Corinthians 6:1-10

5.12 2 Corinthians 6:11-18

5.15 2 Corinthians 7:1-7

5.16 2 Corinthians 7:8-16

5.17 2 Corinthians 8:1-8

5.18 2 Corinthians 8:9-16

5.19 2 Corinthians 8:17-24

5.22 2 Corinthians 9:1-9

5.23 2 Corinthians 9:10-15

5.24 2 Corinthians 10:1-6

5.25 2 Corinthians 10:7-11

5.26 2 Corinthians 10:12-18

5.29 2 Corinthians 11:1-11

5.30 2 Corinthians 11:12-23

5.31 2 Corinthians 11:24-33

6.1 2 Corinthians 12:1-6



6.2 2 Corinthians 12:7-21

6.5 2 Corinthians 13:1-8

6.6 2 Corinthians 13:9-14



Galatians 
Focus Word: Freedom 

Historical Background:  
 While the exact timing of when Paul wrote Galatians is debated, it 
could not have been any earlier than 49-50 AD. Acts includes only two 
little blurbs about Paul’s ministry in Galatia: 1) in 16:6, Paul was not allowed 
to share the Gospel (Holy Spirit’s orders) as he passed through on his 
second missionary journey; and 2) in 18:23, Paul was free to strengthen the 
believers as he passed through on his third missionary journey. Judging 
by the content of Galatians, the believers were mostly Jewish converts 
because of the recurring teaching concerning the Law of Moses.  

Theological Themes:  
 In Galatians, Paul recounted a 17-year journey of growth in 
understanding the purpose of the Law of Moses from a Christian 
perspective. Paul realized that his perspective of the Law was keeping him 
in bondage instead of living out the freedom Christ offers. What Paul 
found was freedom from doubt, people-pleasing, and all of mental traps 
that stand opposed to a life of faith and fully honoring God in obedience. 
As you read through Galatians, note Paul’s teachings on the purpose and 
results of the Law. Obedience out of lawful necessity is the emptiest form 
of love. Obedience in freedom is lavish and extravagant love. Memorize 
Galatians 1:10, and freely love God out of desire instead of obligation. 

Day Text

6.7 Galatians 1:1-5

6.8 Galatians 1:6-10

6.9 Galatians 1:11-24

6.12 Galatians 2:1-10

6.13 Galatians 2:11-21

6.14 Galatians 3:1-14

6.15 Galatians 3:15-19

6.16 Galatians 3:20-29

6.19 Galatians 4:1-10



6.20 Galatians 4:11-20

6.21 Galatians 4:21-31

6.22 Galatians 5:1-11

6.23 Galatians 5:12-26

6.26 Galatians 6:1-8

6.27 Galatians 6:9-18



Ephesians 
Focus Words: Heaven & heavenly 

Historical Background:  
 Ephesus was the epicenter of trade in Greece at its pinnacle. It hosted 
one of the best located seaports for trade in the region and the esteemed 
Temple of Artemis, which was one of the great wonders of the world. By 
the time of the early church, the seaport had become unnavigable. The 
booming trade industry all but dried up, but they still had the famed 
Temple of Artemis. The Greek goddess Artemis was the brother of Apollo. 
The common thought in Christian circles once pointed to Artemis as the 
goddess of fertility and sexuality. More recent research has indicated that 
at the time of the early church, Artemis would have been more closely 
identified with the attributes of the Roman goddess Diana. As such, she 
would be esteemed as the pinnacle of purity. Ephesians took their religious 
views and practices seriously. There was a large following of occult and 
magic arts in Ephesus (Acts 19:18-19). Ephesus was such a mecca of 
religious study that Paul spent two years teaching in the school of 
Tyrannus daily (Acts 19:9). This was the longest he stayed anywhere while 
on a missionary journey. Despite the spiritually dark and attuned 
community, Ephesus seemed to have a meaningful place in Paul’s heart. 
When heading to Jerusalem for his foretold arrest, he only sent for the 
elders of one church in Asia for a farewell visit: Ephesus (Acts 20:16-38). 

Theological Themes:  
 Ephesus was obsessed with the heavenly, or spiritual, realms. There 
are deeper themes about spiritual warfare and spiritual realms in this 
epistle than in any other of Paul’s epistles. As you read through Ephesians, 
feel free to reread sections or the whole epistle to soak in more of the depth 
it offers. Paul wanted one major thing for the readers of this epistle: a 
deeper and richer understanding of the hope and love of Christ. Do it! Go 
deep! 

Day Text

6.28 Ephesians 1:1-6

6.29 Ephesians 1:7-14

6.30 Ephesians 1:15-23

7.3 Ephesians 2:1-7



7.4 Ephesians 2:8-12

7.5 Ephesians 2:13-22

7.6 Ephesians 3:1-10

7.7 Ephesians 3:11-21

7.10 Ephesians 4:1-16

7.11 Ephesians 4:17-27

7.12 Ephesians 4:28-32

7.13 Ephesians 5:1-21

7.14 Ephesians 5:22-33

7.17 Ephesians 6:1-9

7.18 Ephesians 6:10-24



Philippians 
Focus Word: Participation 

Historical Background:  
 After Paul was prevented from preaching the Gospel as he passed 
through Galatia on his way to Troas, the Holy Spirit gave him a vision of a 
Macedonian man pleading with him to come share the Gospel with them. 
This motivation redirected Paul to Philippi in the heart of Macedonia (Acts 
16:6-12). Paul’s exorcism on a slave girl with an annoying evangelistic 
demon promptly landed him and Silas in jail (Acts 16:16-24). This quick trip 
to the prison was exactly what the jailer needed to find freedom in Christ 
(Acts 16:25-34). From Lydia to the jailer and beyond, Paul found people 
who were ready and willing to step up in the service of the Gospel in 
Philippi. 

Theological Themes:  
 Paul found a great treasure in the Philippians’ level of commitment 
to living out the love of Christ in service. They were not just spectators 
who thought and believed like Paul did. They were true participants in the 
journey of life in Christ. He treasured having them as part of his journey, 
and he loved that he was part of theirs too. As you read through 
Philippians, be a participant in the teaching of Paul in the epistle. Find 
ways to get out and put them into practice. Let the truths you find 
empower you to live as a participant with the Holy Spirit in God’s calling 
on your life.  

Day Text

7.19 Philippians 1:1-11

7.20 Philippians 1:12-20

7.21 Philippians 1:21-30

7.24 Philippians 2:1-11

7.25 Philippians 2:12-18

7.26 Philippians 2:19-30

7.27 Philippians 3:1-12

7.28 Philippians 3:13-21

7.31 Philippians 4:1-9



8.1 Philippians 4:10-23



Colossians 
Focus Word: Deity 

Historical Background:  
 Colossae was located in Phrygia about 100 miles east of Ephesus. It 
was a very multicultural city with a lot of travelers passing through. This 
made Colossae a major hub of trade. The variety of cultures made this city 
a melting pot of new ideas and doctrines. Oriental mysticism had major 
roots in Colossae. The doctrinal teachings of this epistle show the impact 
of Oriental Mysticism on the church and the city. Oriental Mysticism’s 
religious goal was to truly know God. To do that one must study and know 
the Law, teach this Doctrine (AKA lifestyle emulation of the Law), and what 
one learns in this process is the Truth he sees in it to understand one’s true 
self. In this epistle, Paul makes short work of presenting Jesus as the 
mysterious and true God (1:15-2:9), shoots down man-made rules 
(2:20-23), presents Christ as the true standard of lifestyle emulation (3:1-9), 
and offers the truth of identity in Christ to all mankind, not an elite few 
(3:9-11). 

Theological Themes:  
 Paul really paints Christ up as the second person of the trinity in this 
epistle. As you read Colossians, pray for Houston. There are a lot of 
similarities between Colossae and Houston. Pray that the Holy Spirit would 
reveal to you how this epistle prepares you for ministry in Houston. Pray 
that we would represent Jesus well as those made in His image. So that, 
His love, glory, and honor will fill Houston and bring many to know Christ. 

Day Text

8.2 Colossians 1:1-12

8.3 Colossians 1:13-20

8.4 Colossians 1:21-29

8.7 Colossians 2:1-8

8.8 Colossians 2:9-15

8.9 Colossians 2:16-23

8.10 Colossians 3:1-17

8.11 Colossians 3:18-25



8.14 Colossians 4:1-4

8.15 Colossians 4:5-9

8.16 Colossians 4:10-18



1 Thessalonians 
Focus Word: Sanctification (Part 1) 

Historical Background:  
 After being greatly encouraged by his new partnership in the Gospel 
with the new believers in Philippi (Acts 16), Paul landed in Thessalonica 
three stops later. As per his custom, Paul started in the synagogue with 
preaching the Gospel. There were some Jewish converts, but there were a 
lot of Gentile converts to Judaism that turned to Jesus. This significantly 
irritated the Jewish majority who worked hard to get those converts to 
Judaism. A mob erupted as a result. Paul had to leave Thessalonica after 
that. He landed in the neighboring city of Berea next. The response to the 
Gospel was slower, but only because they actually fact checked Paul’s 
claims in Scripture. Many more Jews turned to Jesus in Berea, and that 
crazy mob from Thessalonica came to Berea causing a ruckus there too, 
but the Berean believers remained solid because they fact checked Paul’s 
claims in Scripture. This practice of the Bereans may very well be the 
reason Paul wrote this closing statement in this epistle: “But examine 
everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good” (5:21). 

Theological Themes:  
 The majority of initial converts in Thessalonica were Gentile. This 
simple fact may be why sanctification is such a strong theme in these two 
epistles to Thessalonica. We will see two aspects of sanctification 
addressed in these letters: Purification and Strengthening. This first epistle 
will focus more on purification. As you read 1 Thessalonians, Paul’s appeal 
to purification came first with an acknowledgement of how far they have 
come and second an exhortation to keep growing. No matter how long 
you have been walking with Jesus be encouraged to keep pressing on 
toward greater purity because sanctification is God’s will for each of us 
(4:3a). 

Day Text

8.17 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5

8.18 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10

8.21 1 Thessalonians 2:1-6

8.22 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12



8.23 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20

8.24 1 Thessalonians 3:1-5

8.25 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13

8.28 1 Thessalonians 4:1-6

8.29 1 Thessalonians 4:7-12

8.30 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

8.31 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

9.1 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28



2 Thessalonians 
Focus Word: Sanctification (Part 2) 

Historical Background:  
 The Jews that started the crazy mob did not stop with just trying to 
get rid of Paul. They continued to persecute the Christian converts (1:4). 
Thankfully, this epistle reports that perseverance has taken root in this 
church. Paul turns his teachings on sanctification to the next aspect: 
strengthening. If this church is going to keep overcoming the persecution 
of the angry Jews in Thessalonica, they are going to need to draw on 
Christ’s strength to do it. 

Theological Themes:  
 Persecution can be a deterrent to following Christ, or it can be a 
catalyst which steels faith in Jesus. The believers in Thessalonica were an 
example of the latter. As you read 2 Thessalonians, may your faith be 
steeled in the face of persecution. Pray not to be persecuted, but that as 
you stand up for Jesus in everyday life that the persecution you receive 
will steel your faith. May your steeled faith be a testimony of the validity of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those around you. 

Day Text

9.4 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12

9.5 2 Thessalonians 2:1-7

9.6 2 Thessalonians 2:8-17

9.7 2 Thessalonians 3:1-9

9.8 2 Thessalonians 3:10-18



1 Timothy 
Focus Word: Entrust 

Historical Background:  
 At the beginning of Paul’s second missionary journey, he met an 
interracial young man by the name of Timothy (Acts 16:1). Timothy’s 
mother and grandmother were believers, and he proved to be as solid as 
they were in the faith (2 Timothy 1:5). Paul felt led to take Timothy under 
his wing and personally disciple him himself. So, Timothy joined the 
traveling missionary team. This young man was esteemed by Paul as his 
#2 in leadership. When Paul found himself concerned about the church in 
Ephesus, he sent his best man to shepherd the church most dear to his 
heart (1:3). In Ephesus is where this epistle finds Timothy. Paul is giving 
some specific guidance to Timothy about how to direct and lead the 
church in Ephesus. As Paul learned church growth strategies from the 
Holy Spirit, so he trained Timothy up in them during their years of 
missionary ministry together. Now, he was asking Timothy to entrust 
these strategic truths to the leadership in Ephesus as well. Paul trained 
Timothy on how to train others to train others. Paul entrusted Timothy 
now to live out these training tactics. This is why Paul instructs Timothy as 
a soldier to “fight the good fight” (1:18-19). Paul wanted to see the 
leadership in Ephesus raised up to embrace and entrust the spiritual 
disciplines learned from Timothy. In turn, these leaders were to entrust 
them to those under their leadership. 

Theological Themes:  
 The concept of entrusting is the art of multiplication of disciples in 
spiritual disciplines. As you read through 1 Timothy, dwell on these 
instructions as if Paul were directly discipling you to be trained up for 
spiritual warfare with spiritual disciplines. Truly pour over and through 
these truths as vital to your growth as a disciple of Jesus Christ. Timothy 
was a pastor in Ephesus, but the truths of this epistle are effective in 
training all believers to become disciple makers. 

Day Text

9.11 1 Timothy 1:1-11

9.12 1 Timothy 1:12-20

9.13 1 Timothy 2:1-8



9.14 1 Timothy 2:9-15

9.15 1 Timothy 3:1-7

9.18 1 Timothy 3:8-16

9.19 1 Timothy 4:1-5

9.20 1 Timothy 4:6-16

9.21 1 Timothy 5:1-10

9.22 1 Timothy 5:11-16

9.25 1 Timothy 5:17-25

9.26 1 Timothy 6:1-5

9.27 1 Timothy 6:6-16

9.28 1 Timothy 6:17-21

9.29 2 Timothy 1:1-18



2 Timothy 
Focus Word: Endure 

Historical Background:  
 Many scholars believe that Paul knew his graduation into heaven 
was imminent at the writing of this epistle. With that being said, Paul 
turned the conversation with Timothy to the direction of an enduring 
legacy. Paul knew he would be arrested in Jerusalem and this was not 
going to be like an overnight stopover (Acts 20:22-23). So it is not a far 
stretch to think that, as the Holy Spirit informed him of major life events in 
the past, he might actually have a heads up that his time on earth was 
drawing to a close (4:6). With this on his mind, he turns the conversation 
towards making an enduring legacy. He continues to instruct Timothy to 
entrust the truths he has received to faithful men (2:2), but he focuses on 
encouraging Timothy to endure in this practice of entrusting. Why? 
Because this is how a legacy is built. 

Theological Themes:  
 Paul drops a lot of theology and practical instructions on Timothy in 
this epistle. As you read 2 Timothy, make notes for every theological 
teaching, like verse 2:13. Also, make notes of the instructions he leaves 
Timothy. Ask God how these theological teachings and instructions can 
help you equip the next generation of disciples. May our legacy be 
remembered by how great of a God we loved and served because He first 
loved and served us. 

Day Text

10.2 2 Timothy 2:1-13

10.3 2 Timothy 2:14-26

10.4 2 Timothy 3:1-7

10.5 2 Timothy 3:8-17

10.6 2 Timothy 4:1-8

10.9 2 Timothy 4:9-22



Titus 
Focus Words: Reprove and Exhort 

Historical Background:  
 Titus was most likely the man from Corinth that he met on his first 
visit (Acts 18:7). This makes sense because Paul does mention Titus many 
times in 2 Corinthians (2:13; 7:6, 13, 14; 8:6, 16, 23; 12:18), but only a couple 
times in all the rest of his epistles (Galatians 2:1, 3). Titus was a disciple of 
Paul, much like Timothy because he did not use the title “my true child” 
often (1:4). Acts 27:7-12 tells us that on Paul’s journey to Rome under 
centurion guard, they harbored at a place name Fair Havens in Crete. They 
stayed there for a “considerable amount of time” before shipping out 
towards Phoenix (NASB). Paul may have left Titus in Crete at that time to 
continue the work that had been started in establishing a solid church in 
Crete (1:5). According to the issues addressed in this epistle, Titus had his 
work cut out for him. Titus was instructed to sternly guide them out of sin 
into the redeemed life Jesus offers us all (1:13). 

Theological Themes:  
 Titus had the hard task of correction and tough love with the 
believers in Crete. As you read through Titus, look for lessons on how to 
correct someone that may need tough love in your life right now. Maybe 
that person is you. In this case, may these words be a wake-up call for you. 

Day Text

10.10 Titus 1:1-4

10.11 Titus 1:5-16

10.12 Titus 2:1-15

10.13 Titus 3:1-15



Philemon 
Focus Word: Restore 

Historical Background:  
 This epistle is written to a slave master about his runaway slave. 
According to Dr. James Jeffers in The Greco-Roman World of the New 
Testament Era, slavery in the New Testament era was not typically a horror 
story. Jeffers goes so far as to claim that there are no abusive accounts of 
slavery recorded by any of the historians of the era. Slaves generally signed 
themselves up for their term willingly and had earned their freedom by the 
age of 30. In addition to freedom, many slaves earned their Roman 
citizenship too. Roman citizenship was often the driving factor for signing 
up to be a slave. The cost of Roman citizenship was practically out of reach 
for almost all but the wealthy upper class. At the time of this epistle’s 
writing Paul was in prison (1:10, 23). It seems as though Onesimus was 
imprisoned as well when he met and led him to saving faith in Jesus (1:10). 
The most amazing part of the Lord crossing their paths is that Paul knew 
Onesimus’ slave master, Philemon. The change in Onesimus must have 
been stark because Paul chose to vouch for him in this epistle. Onesimus 
must have been released before Paul because he and Tychicus are credited 
with delivering the epistle of Colossians to the church in Colossae 
(Colossians 4:7-9). In all likelihood, they were carrying this epistle as well 
on that return trip to Colossae. We do not know how this reunion went, but 
we do know that Onesimus was willing to own up to his mistakes by 
returning to Philemon. 

Theological Themes:  
 The hardest part about reading this epistle is separating the practice 
of slavery in Ancient Greece under the Roman control from the practice of 
slavery in the United States. As you read Philemon, note how Paul at no 
point hints that the relationship between Philemon and Onesimus cannot 
be restored and strengthened as two brothers in Christ. Interpersonal 
relationships can be really difficult, but believers should be able to see past 
their differences to embrace what they have together in Christ. Is there a 
relationship Jesus wants to mend in your life as you read through this 
epistle? 

Day Text

10.16 Philemon 1:1-9



10.17 Philemon 1:10-16

10.18 Philemon 1:17-25



Hebrews 
Focus Word: Sacrifice 

Historical Background:  
 Authorship of this epistle has been debated pretty intensely. Since 
Paul is one of the possible authors of this epistle, we have included it in 
this reading plan. No matter who wrote this epistle, there are a few things 
demonstrated in this epistle about the author: 1) the author knew the 
religious practices of Judaism very well; 2) the author was passionate 
about proving Jesus as the Messiah and sacrificial lamb of God; and 3) the 
author was very well acquainted with the Holy Scriptures of Judaism. This 
epistle was written sometime before the Temple was destroyed in 70 AD 
because the author references the priests still serving to offer gifts and 
sacrifices to the Lord at time of writing (8:3-4). This epistle is chock full of 
theological parallels between the religious practices of Jewish priests and 
Jesus.  

Theological Themes:  
 If you have ever wondered why Jesus had to come to earth and die, 
then you are in the right place. Verses 1:10-17 explain why Jesus needed to 
be the High Priest and the sacrificial Lamb of God for all mankind. As you 
read Hebrews, make a two-column note sheet. Put all the attributes and 
accomplishments of Jesus as High Priest in one column and the attributes 
and accomplishments of Jesus as the sacrificial Lamb of God in the other. 
Don’t forget to note the references so you can find it again later. Since 
Jesus played both roles, salvation is truly based on grace and grace alone. 

Day Text

10.19 Hebrews 1:1-5

10.20 Hebrews 1:6-9

10.23 Hebrews 1:10-14

10.24 Hebrews 2:1-4

10.25 Hebrews 2:5-8

10.26 Hebrews 2:9-13

10.27 Hebrews 2:14-18

10.30 Hebrews 3:1-6



10.31 Hebrews 3:7-11

11.1 Hebrews 3:12-19

11.2 Hebrews 4:1-7

11.3 Hebrews 4:8-16

11.6 Hebrews 5:1-6

11.7 Hebrews 5:7-14

11.8 Hebrews 6:1-8

11.9 Hebrews 6:9-20

11.10 Hebrews 7:1-10

11.13 Hebrews 7:11-22

11.14 Hebrews 7:23-28

11.15 Hebrews 8:1-6

11.16 Hebrews 8:7-13

11.17 Hebrews 9:1-14

11.20 Hebrews 9:15-28

11.21 Hebrews 10:1-18

11.22 Hebrews 10:19-25

11.23 Hebrews 10:26-39

11.24 Hebrews 11:1-19

11.27 Hebrews 12:1-10

11.28 Hebrews 12:11-17

11.29 Hebrews 12:18-29

11.30 Hebrews 13:1-14

12.1 Hebrews 13:15-25



Advent 
Focus Word: Arrival 

Historical Background:  
 Where Easter is associated with Passover, Christmas was associated 
with the winter solstice. It is during this time that the northern hemisphere 
experienced its darkest day. Similar to Lent as a season of preparation for 
Easter, Advent was a season of preparation for Christmas. Evidence for 
Advent can be traced back to the fourth century where written evidence of 
Advent was found in Spain and Europe.  

Theological Themes:  
 The common Scripture passages which are read in churches during 
the Advent season find their roots in the Old Testament. The Gospel 
writers are demonstrating that the birth of Jesus was the fulfillment of the 
Old Testament prophecies. The purpose was to identify Jesus as the 
Messiah, the Son of God.   

Day Text

12.4 Genesis 8:1-19; Romans 6:1-11; Psalm 124

12.5 Genesis 9:1-17; Hebrews 11:32-40; Psalm 124

12.6 Isaiah 54:1-10; Matthew 24:23-35; Psalm 124

12.7 Isaiah 4:2-6; Acts 1:12-17, 21-26; Psalm 72:1-7, 
18-19

12.8 Isaiah 40:1-11; John 1:19-28; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

12.11 Isaiah 24:1-16a; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12; Psalm 21

12.12 Isaiah 41:14-20; Romans 15:14-21; Psalm 21

12.13 Genesis 15:1-18; Matthew 12:33-37; Psalm 21

12.14 Ruth 1:6-18; 2 Peter 3:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10

12.15 Ruth 4:13-17; 2 Peter 3:11-18; Psalm 146:5-10

12.18 Isaiah 29:17-24; Acts 5:12-16; Psalm 42

12.19 Ezekiel 47:1-12; Jude 1:17-25; Psalm 42

12.20 Zechariah 8:1-17; Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34; Psalm 
42



12.21 2 Samuel 7:1-17; Galatians 3:23-29; Psalm 
80:1-7, 17-19

12.22 2 Samuel 7:18-22; Galatians 4:1-7; Psalm 80:1-7, 
17-19

12.25 Genesis 17:15-22; Galatians 4:8-20; 1 Samuel 
2:1-10

12.26 Genesis 21:1-21; Galatians 5:1; 1 Samuel 2:1-10

12.27 Genesis 37:2-11; Matthew 1:1-17; 1 Samuel 
2:1-10

12.28 Isaiah 33:17-22; Revelation 22:6-7, 18-20; Luke 
1:46-55

12.29 2 Samuel 7:18, 23-29; Galatians 3:6-14; Luke 
1:46-55


