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Addressing Culture with Scripture:  
Seeing and Answering the Many Faces of False Teaching  

 
False teaching has been in our world since Genesis three and has metastasized so many times 
that it fills every culture so that it manifests itself in seemingly enumerable degrees and forms. 
The Bible repeatedly warns the people of God to be on guard against all false teaching, to defend 
the true faith, and to be prepared to give answer for the hope we have in Christ. Paul’s warning 
from Colossians 2:8 needs to be heard loud and clear in the church today, “See to it that no one 
takes you captive by philosophy or empty deceit…”! Therefore, starting October 5th we will 
begin a 9-week study of specific false teachings that inundate our culture, constantly seek to 
infect our homes, and even strive to distract our ministry. The plan for this class is to not only 
see some of the primary false teachings listed here but also to equip you with a sound biblical 
defense of the truth that has been twisted by these deceptions of the devil. We are living in a 
world filled with lies but we are called to be people of the truth who graciously but boldly live 
out and declare the truth in love. May the Lord use this study to further help us to remain on 
guard as we grow in our understanding of and submission to the Scriptures.  
 
 
Date Scheduled Lesson Topic  
10/5 Prosperity Gospel / Word of Faith Movement  
10/12 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormonism)  
10/19 The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society (Jehovah Witnesses) 
10/26 Roman Catholicism & Eastern Orthodoxy   
11/2 Islam  
11/9 Mind Science Groups & New Age Spirituality  
11/16 Middle Eastern Religions (Hinduism; Buddhism…) 
11/30 Secularism & Atheism & Naturalism  
12/7 Legalism & Antinomianism & Universalism / Inclusivism  
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Jehovah Witnesses: Arianism Under Another Name   

“A cult is a group that professes to be Christian, but so grossly distorts the fundamental 
doctrines of the true Christian faith that it sends people to hell rather than to heaven.” 
Nathan Busenitz  

Intro:  The Arianism Controversy Comes Back with the Watchtower Soceity1 
 

• The false teaching promoted by Jehovah Witnesses in nothing knew but simply an old 
heresy that has put on new dress. Phil Johnson writes… “The history of Arianism is a 
case study in how heresy often arises from within the church. Arianism spread by quiet 
infiltration and gained strength through the personal charisma of the false teachers. It 
took advantage of a climate of tolerance. It developed to massive proportions before 
anyone rose up to oppose it. This is Satan’s favorite tactic, disguising himself as an 
emissary of light. 
 

• Arianism was a flat-out attack on the deity of Christ. The Arians claimed Jesus Christ 
was a created being, higher than humanity, but less than truly God. The gnostics had 
attacked the doctrine of Christ from the fringe of Christendom. Gnostic heretics were 
generally outsiders, people unafraid to attack the apostolic tradition and apostolic 
teaching. 
 

• Their approach was to draw people away from the church and into their little factions. 
Arianism took a different approach, bringing the false doctrine right into the church. The 
Arian goal from the very beginning was to get the church to place the stamp of orthodoxy 
on their false doctrine. 
 

• Arius was the heretic who invented this doctrine. He devised a view of Christ that made 
Him a created being, neither divine nor truly human, but a mediator between God and 
humanity. According to Arius, Christ was a sort of demigod, the firstborn of all 
creation—higher than other angelic creatures, godlike—but a creature nonetheless. This 
is exactly the same doctrine held by modern Jehovah’s Witnesses. And Arius used the 
very same arguments they use.” 
 
 
 

                                                        
1 Much of this material on Arianism taken from The History of Heresy: Five Errors that Refuse to Day by Phil 
Johnson, http://thegracelifepulpit.com/pdf/The%20History%20of%20Heresy.pdf  
Phil is one of the pastors as Grace Community Church in Los Angeles, CA. 
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• We must learn from this lesson of church history and this reemergence of an old heresy 
under a new name… 
 

1. Heresy is diverse, deceptive, and disastrous! 
2. Heresy is not new and should be expected to recapitulate in different forms!   
3. Heresy happens when you look beyond and/or outside the Word of God! 
4. Heresy happens when you fail to trust the Word of God! 
5. Heresy should provoke a deeper study and understanding of the Truth! 
6. Heresy must be confronted by the delineation, declaration, and defense of the Truth!    

 
I. The Historical Roots of this False Teaching2  

1. Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916) is the founder of the Jehovah’s Witnesses which came out 
of the Bible Student Movement. Russell attended a Bible class when he was 18 years old in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania that was titled “The Millennial Dawn Bible Study” that promoted some 
aberrant doctrines which later became part of Jehovah’s Witnesses Theology. In 1879, Russell 
began publishing a magazine called Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Kingdom. In 
1881, he started Zion’s Watch Tower Tract Society; he was a prolific writer and authored 
numerous books, articles, and tracts. Russell and the Witnesses were part of a “Restorationist 
Movement”, which believed that the creeds of church history were full of error and the church 
needed to be “restored” to its true, primitive teachings. Russell taught that there would be a 
heavenly resurrection of 144,000, but that most of the dead existed in a state of “soul sleep” 
awaiting earthly resurrection. Core to his teaching was that Jesus received his “divinity” after His 
resurrection; and that the Holy Spirit is not a Person, but a force or manifestation of God’s 
power. Fascinated with eschatology Russell taught that Christ had returned in 1874, though 
invisibly and he saw World War I as the outbreak of Armageddon.  

Russell was similar in some of his views to the founder of the Seventh Day Adventist, William 
Miller (1782–1849). He studied the Bible with a special bent toward eschatology reading 
especially in Daniel and Revelation. Miller concluded that Christ would return to earth in 2300 
years after Ezra’s return to Jerusalem in 457 (Dan. 8:14). Thus, 1843 was the year Christ would 
return. So Miller sold all his possessions and waited. (The prophecies of Ellen G. White were 
instrumental in this.) When that didn’t happen, Miller recalculated and decided it would be 1844. 
When that didn’t happen, he concluded that Christ came in 1844 to His heavenly sanctuary. 
Seventh Day Adventist beliefs include: An Incomplete atonement; Investigative judgement; 
Scriptures must be viewed through the prophecies of Ellen G. White; Heavenly Sanctuary, soul 
sleep, annihilationism, worship on the seventh day; and adherence to strict dietary laws. Several 
of the false predications regarding the return of Christ by Russell and Jehovah’s Witnesses have 
striking similarity to William Miller’s fixation on date setting the next “advent” of Christ.  

                                                        
2 Much of this material came from my Seminary notes Historical Theology II taught be Dr. Nathan Busenitz. Also 
used material from the helpful book, “World Religions and Cults: Counterfeits of Christianity” (191-211).  
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After Russell died in 1916 the Bible Student Movement was split and most of those previously 
associated with Russell left; however, those who remained became known as the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. They officially adopted the name “Jehovah’s Witnesses” in 1931 of which they take 
from Isaiah 43:10 in the New World Translation. Today the watchtower Bible and Tract Society 
is head quartered in Brooklyn New York and reports a membership of over 18 million adherents.  

2. Joseph Franklin Rutherford (1869-1942) became the second president after Russell’s death 
and began implementing several changes including using the name “Jehovah’s Witnesses” for 
the organization. One of the main doctrinal changes Rutherford brought was the idea that the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses had replaced the Jewish people in God’s plan and that every “Witness” 
must take part in distributing the Watchtower literature. The massive impact of these changes 
can be seen in the overwhelming global distribution of literature and the proactive worldwide 
outreach that marks the Watchtower and Bible Tract Society.  

Wayne House clarifies where this history leads in regards to seeing itself as God’s only hope in 
rescuing and restoring truth to an apostate church when he says, “Jehovah’s Witnesses consider 
their organization to be the only true “Christian” organization. They also view themselves as 
God’s righteous people who are persecuted by the governments and traditional Christian groups 
(“apostate Christendom”). Witnesses believe that the turths of Scripture were lost through 
apostasy that occurred centuries ago; then God used C.T. Russell to bring to light and restore 
many of the Christian teachings that had been lost…Jehovah Witnesses deny many of the 
cardinal doctrines of historic Christianity…”.3 

II. Some Core Tenants of this False Teaching 
 

• The Trinity is a pagan teaching that is utterly false and was invented by Satan and 
nowhere clearly taught in the Bible.  
 

• Jesus was created by Jehovah as a spirit creature named Michael the Archangel. Jesus 
was just the equal to a perfect Adam. 
 

• Jesus is not divine and has always been subordinate to Jehovah. Jesus never claimed to be 
God and is not the almighty God. 
 

• Jesus only became the Christ or Messiah at His baptism and was resurrected only in spirit 
form and not in a fleshly human body. Jesus was not immortal before His resurrection.   
 

• Jesus is not God and therefore He must not be worshiped or prayed to. 
 

• Jesus died only to atone for the sin of Adam (inherited sin). 
 

• Jesus returned to earth and starting ruling God’s Kingdom (invisibly, from heaven) in 
October 1914. 

                                                        
3 Wayne House, Zondervan Charts of Cults, Sects, and Religious Movements, pg. 150. 
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• Jesus, upon His return in 1914, chose the Jehovah’s Witnesses to be Jehovah’s earthly 

organization in 1919. 
 

• The Holy Spirit is not a person and does not have personality but is simply an active 
force of God. Through this “force” God accomplishes His purposes.  
 

• Salvation depends on works and being faithful and obedient to the end. There is no 
salvation apart from membership in the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization.  
 

• Jesus’ death only paid for Adam’s sin and not sins of mankind. In the atonement Jesus 
cleared the penalty of Adam’s sin and thus Christ opened the way for people to work for 
salvation. “It is the reward of eternal life that every last person on earth should now be 
working. Are you?” (Watchtower, August 16, 1972, p.492) 
 

• Man does not have an immortal soul and that teaching came into apostate Christendom 
through pagan philosophy. Thus, when a person dies they cease to exist and there is no 
consciousness after death.  
 

• Jehovah would never punish people for all eternity. Therefore, all unbelievers will be 
annihilated. There is no such place as hell or the lake of fire.  
 

• Only 144,000 persons since the time of Jesus can enter the New Covenant and go to 
heaven, there to rule with Jesus. Therefore, only those 144,000 persons needed to be born 
again by the Holy Spirit.   
 

• There are two classes of Christians: the “little flock” and “the great crowd.” Only the 
former are born again children of God and only they will go to heaven. The latter group 
will live in “paradise” on earth under the righteous rule of those in heaven. 
 

• Salvation for the “little flock” will include sharing the divine nature of Jesus and thus 
becoming gods. “…we are begotten of a divine nature…Jehovah is thus our father…we 
are divine beings—hence all are Gods…Now we appear like men, and all die naturally as 
men, but in the resurrection we will rise in our true character as Gods” (watchtower, 
December 1881, P.3, 1919 rep., p. 301). There is clearly polytheism embedded in the 
core tenants of the Watchtower Society.  

 
• The Bible is the inspired Word of God but only the Watchtower Society can rightly 

interpret it because the Bible is an “organizational book” and God only works through 
His chosen organization the Watchtower Society.  
 

• The New World Translation (NWT) is the best translation of the Bible and the only one 
to be trusted. NWT was a translation developed by Jehovah Witnesses for the purpose of 
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fitting its theological Arian biases. NWT changes specific verses, words, and even deletes 
whole verses to make the Bible fit its false doctrinal mold.4  

 
Some Further Interesting and Distinct Beliefs5 

 
• Jesus was crucified on a stake not a cross for the Christendom’s depiction of Christ on a 

cross has pagan origins. 
 

• Participation in war and any military service is strictly forbidden along with any forms of 
patriotism, saluting flags, voting, and involvement in politics.  
 

• Christmas, Easter, Birthday parties, Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and 
other holidays are all unbiblical celebrations that must be avoided. Pastor Matt’s dad was 
raised Jehovah Witness and never celebrated any holidays including his own birthday 
until he met Pastor’s mom and got saved.  
 

• Blood transfusions for adults and children are stickily forbidden by Jehovah God. To 
receive a blood transfusion will likely end in loss of salvation.   
 

• Jehovah Witnesses consider themselves to be God’s prophets on earth. To this end they 
have numerous predications and prophecies that have all been proven false. Most of these 
prophecies have to do with end times. See Here for an example of these false end times 
predications.  
 

• All Authority is given to Governing Body of the Watchtower Society and only they have 
the ability to rightly understand Scripture. Any disagreement with their published 
literature, teachings, and or leadership will result in discipline and could lead ultimately 
to being disfellowship. A disfellowshipped member is then shunned by all Witnesses 
including friends and family. Therefore, independent Bible study for a Jehovah’s Witness 
is seen as anathema. So all studies are to be under the guidance of Governing Body and 
those delegated by them. Submission to the Governing Body is seen as submission to 
Jehovah.6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
4 See these resources for direct evidence, Kingdom of Cults, pgs. 49-147. https://www.gotquestions.org/New-World-
Translation.html ; https://carm.org/jehovahs-witnesses/bad-translations-of-the-jehovahs-witness-bible-the-new-
world-translation-nwt/ 
5 See Wayne House, Zondervan Charts of Cults, Sects, and Religious Movements, pgs. 149-164.  
6 See Kingdom of Cults, pgs.67-69 for some shocking quotes from the Watchtower publications.  
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III. Comparing Some Core Tenants of this False Teaching with Scripture  
 

1. What the Jehovah’s Witness Believes About God 
 
• They believe God’s personal name is Jehovah (The Truth Shall Make You Free, p.17) 
• They believe only Jehovah is from everlasting to everlasting (Make Sure of All 

Things, p.486) 
• They believe there was time when Jehovah was alone in the universal space (Let God  

Be True, p.25) 
• They believe God is in no way part of a Trinity (What Does God Require of Us) 
• They believe the Trinity doctrine was not conceived by Jesus or the early Christians  

(Let God Be True, p.111) 
• They believe Satan is the originator of the Trinity doctrine (Let God Be True, p.101) 
• They believe the thirty-nine books of the Hebrew Scriptures and the twenty-seven  

inspired books of the Christian Greek Scriptures do not teach with clarity the Trinity  
doctrine (Should You Believe in the Trinity) 
 

1. What the Bible Declares About God 
 
• The Bible declares that God has many different names and His personal name is truly  

Yahweh which is used 5,321 times in O.T. Jehovah is actually an artificial name that is  
traditionally derived from the combination of YHWH (no vowels) and Adonai in about  
the 6th -7th A.D.  ( See Here and Basic Theology, p.53-54) 

• The Bible declares that God is eternal but so is Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit  
(Ps.90:2; Isa.9:6; Heb.9:14) 

• The Bible declares that God was not alone before He created all things (Gen.1:2, 26- 
27; Jn.8:58) 

• The Bible promotes that God is three persons in one essence; Trinity or Tri-Unity  
(Isa.48:16; 2Sam.23-2-3; Zec.2:8-11, 12:10; Mt.3:16-17, 28:19; Jn.10:30) 

• The Bible teaches the truth of the Trinity (Mt.28:19; Jn.1:1, 6:27, 10:30; 1Pet.1:2;   
 Col.1:17; Acts 5:3-4; 1Cor.2:10, 6:19; Jn.3:5-6, 8; Gen.1:26, 11:7, 19:24; Isa.48:16,   
 59:20-21, 63:9-10)   

 
2. What Jehovah’s Witness Believes About Jesus Christ 

 
• They believe that Jesus is not God (The Word, Who is He?) 
• They believe that Jesus is God’s first creation (The Kingdom is at Hand, 46-47) 
• They believe that Jesus is Michael the archangel (New Heavens and New Earth, p.30) 
• They believe that Jesus is not equal with God (TWWIH, 41) 
• They believe that Jesus was raised in a spirit body not in the flesh (Make Sure of all  

Things, p.426) 
• They believe that Jesus’ birth was not an incarnation and therefore He was not both  

 God and man (What Has Religion Done for Mankind, 231)  
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• They believe that Jesus was conceived by a sinless, perfect Father, Jehovah God  
(FPLTPR, 126-127) 
 

       2. What the Bible Declares About Jesus Christ 
 

• The Bible declares that Jesus Christ is God (Jn.1:1, 5:18, 8:30, 20:28; Isa.7:14, 9:6;  
 Heb.1:3; Col.2:9; Phil.2:11; Rev.1:8, 22:13)  

• The Bible declares that Jesus Christ is the eternal, unique Son of God who is the creator 
and sustainer of all things (Jn.1:1, 3:16; Heb.1:3, 7:3; Col.1:15-18; Isa.44:24, 45:12) 

• The Bible declares that Jesus is the divine Son of God not a created angel like Michael 
the archangel (Heb.1:1-14) 

• The Bible declares that Jesus and Father are one (Jn.8:30, 58, 20:28; Col.1:15, 2:9; 
Heb.1:3)  

• The Bible declares that Jesus was raised in the flesh with a glorified body (Jn.20:24- 
 26; Lk.24:26-44; 1Cor.15:14-17; 1Tim.2:5) 

• The Bible declares that Jesus birth was an incarnation and that He was both God and  
 man (Isa. 7:14, 9:6; Mt.1:20-23; Lk.1:26-38; Phil.2:1:11) 

• The Bible declares that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Lk.1:35) 
 

           3. What the Jehovah’s Witness Believe About the Holy Spirit 
 

• They believe that the Holy Spirit is an invisible force of the Almighty God (Let God Be  
    True, p.108) 

• They believe that the Holy Spirit is not a person (Make Sure of All Things, p.487) 
 

            3. What the Bible Declares About the Holy Spirit 
 

• The Bible declares that the Holy Spirit is a person as He has intelligence, shows  
   emotion, and possess a will (Jn.14:26; Rom.8:27; Eph.4:30; 1Cor.12:11) 

• The Bible declares that the Holy Spirit has the same attributes of God the Father and  
God the Son and is therefore co-eternal with them and divine like them (Jn.14:6, 26;  
 Eph.3:16-19; 1Pet.1:2; Mt.28:19; 1Cor.2:11-12; Jn.16:7)  
 

              4. What the Jehovah’s Witness Believe About the Atonement 
 

• They believe that the atonement is not wholly of God (The Kingdom of the Cults,  
     p.121) 

• They believe that the atonement is partially of God and partially of man (The Kingdom  
     of the Cults, p.121) 

• They believe that Christ’s atonement was only for Adam’s sin and not for the sins of 
mankind (Life, 1929, p. 199; 206) 
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             4. What the Bible Declares About the Atonement 
 

• The Bible declares that the atonement is an infinite work of God alone (Heb.9:22;  
Jn.1:29; Rev.13:8; 1Pet.2:24; Col.1:20) 

• The Bible declares that man does nothing, nor can he do anything in the atonement  
(Titus 3:5; Heb.9:11-14; Isa.53:4-6) 

• The Bible declares that Christ’s atonement was propitiatory regarding the sins of man 
especially those who will believe (Jn 3:16; 1 Jn 2:2; 1 Pet 2:24; Heb 2:17; 10:10) 
  

               5. What Jehovah’s Witness Believe About Redemption and Salvation  
 

• They believe that only a chosen few (144,000) will enjoy heavenly glory while all   
other faithful followers will enjoy the blessings of living on earth  
 (Let God Be True, p.298) 

• They believe that only those who have faith in Jehovah and in Jesus Christ dedicate  
themselves to do God’s will and then faithfully carry out their dedication will be  
 rewarded with everlasting life (Let God Be True, p.298) 

• They believe that an unnumbered crowd of faithful persons do not expect to go to  
 heaven. They have been promised everlasting life on earth if they prove their  
 faithfulness (Let God Be True, p.231), by faith in Jehovah’s baptism, provided…they  
 abide in him, keeping their good conscience through faith and loyal service (New  
 Heavens and New Earth, p.311) 

• They believe to get one’s name written in the book of life will depend upon one’s works, 
whether they be are a fulfillment of God’s will and approved by his Judge and King 
(Watchtower, July 1, 1947, p. 204; August 15, 1972, p. 492; February 15, 1983, pp. 12-
13; Life Everlasting— In Freedom of the Sons of God,  1966, p. 400) 
 

 5.  What the Bible Declares About Redemption and Salvation 
 
• The Bible declares that salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone  

 and not by any works whatsoever (Eph.2:8-9; Rom.3:28; 4:1-8; Titus 3:5) 
• The Bible declares that man has redemption through the precious blood of Christ not  

 by any human work or effort (Eph.1:7; 1Pet.1:18-19; Rev.1:5-6) 
• The Bible declares that eternal life is for all who believe (Acts 16:31; Jn.1:12; Jn.3:18, 

36) 
• The Bible declares that salvation is not by any works of righteousness that we have  

done or could do (Titus 3:5; Gal.2:15-16; 2Tim.1:9; Rom.3:28) 
• The Bible declares that salvation is found in no other name then Jesus Christ (Acts 4:10-

12; Jn. 6:14) 
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     6. What the Jehovah’s Witness Believe About the Afterlife and End Times 
 

• They believe that the doctrine of a burning hell where the wicked are tortured eternally  
 after death cannot be true and does not comport to the love of God (Let God Be True, 
p.99)  

• They believe that a dead person is unconscious, inactive. The soul (entire being) itself  
 is dead (Make Sure of All Things, p.411) 

• They believe it is a lie of the Devil that the souls of the wicked are tormented in a hell  
(You Can Live, 89) 

• They believe Jesus Christ returned to Earth invisibly in 1914 and began setting up his  
 kingdom and World War I was a sign He had arrived (You Can Live Forever In Paradise 
on Earth) 
 

      6. What the Bible Declares About the Afterlife and End Times 
 

• The Bible declares that hell exists and that was created by God for a purpose of  
 torment (Mt.25:41; Rev.14:9-11, 20:10) 

• The Bible declares that all mankind lives forever either in hell or heaven and therefore  
 the false teaching of annihilation is unbiblical, deceptive, and doctrinally destructive 
 (Mt.25:46; Lk.16:19-31; 2Thess.1:8; Jude 7) 

• The Bible declares that all unbelievers will be tormented in hell’s fire forever (Mk.9:47-
48; Mt.13:42, 25:46; Rev.14:9-11; 2Thess.1:8-9; Jude 7; Lk.16:19-31) 

• The Bible declares that when the Lord returns it will be visible and all will know 
(Rev.1:7; Zec.12:10, 14:4; Acts 1:9-12) 

 
IV. A Summary of Why Jehovah Witnesses is Heretical   

 
1. An Aberrant View of God:  
 
2. A Heretical View of Christ:  
 
3. An Incomplete View of the Atonement:  
 
4. An Unorthodox View of Scripture:  
 
5. An Exalted View of Man:  
 
6. A Works Based View of the Gospel: (See salvation as a reward)  
 
7. A False View of Heaven and Hell:  
 
8. An Inflated View of Their Society:  
 
9. An Extra-biblical and Sensational View of End Times: 
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Conclusion: 
 

1. How Should I respond? 
2. What Should I think? 
3. Never forget… 

 
The Fingerprints of False Teaching:  
 

o A wrong view of Scripture: False teachers and cults will always add to Scripture 
for they view it as insufficient    
 

o A wrong view of the Savior: False teachers and cults will always subtract from 
Jesus Christ for they have a diminished view of the Lord  

 
o A wrong view of Salvation: False teachers and cults will always multiply the 

requirements for salvation because they have a synergistic man centered view of 
the gospel  


