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Godliness: Biblical Facts that Lay a Strong Foundation 
“Godliness is devotion in action” 

(5-8-21) 
 
“The more that God’s Word is removed from our lives, the more inhibited our spiritual progress 
becomes. Nothing else can do the work that the truth does. There is no sanctifying power in 
human wisdom, intuition, insight, or experience. It is only the Word of God. Only the truth 
revealed in Scripture sanctifies – sound teaching accurately interpreted, understood, and applied. 
As divine revelation is embraced, spiritual progress is made. There is no alternative routes to 
godly character and holy living.” — John MacArthur 
 
“Godliness is useful for all things: it fences off all troubles; it supplies all wants; it makes the 
soul and body completely happy.”  — Thomas Watson 
 
“Periodical godliness is perpetual hypocrisy” — Charles Haddon Spurgeon  
 
“Stale godliness is ungodliness. Let our religion be as warm, and constant and natural as the flow 
of blood in our veins. A living God must be served in a living way.” — Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon  
 
“Holiness is nothing else but the habitual and predominant devotion and dedication of soul, and 
body, and life, and all that we have to God; and esteeming, and loving, and serving, and seeking 
Him, before all the pleasures and prosperity of the flesh and the world.” — Richard Baxter 

“True holiness does not consist merely of believing and feeling, but of doing and bearing, and a 
practical exhibition of active and passive grace. Our tongues, our tempers, our natural passions 
and inclinations – our conduct as parents and children, masters and servants, husbands and 
wives, rulers, and subjects – our dress, our employment of time, our behavior in business, our 
demeanor in sickness and health, in riches and poverty – all, all these are matters which are fully 
treated by inspired writers.” — J. C. Ryle 

“Holiness is the very principle of eternal life, the very beginning of eternal life in the heart, and 
that which will certainly grow up to eternal life.” — Jeremiah Burroughs 

“Holiness is not something we are called upon to do in order that we might become something; it 
is something we are to do because of what we are already are.” — Dr. Martin Llyod Jones 

"Get your texts from God—your thoughts, your words, from God. In great measure, according to 
the purity and perfections of the instrument, will be success. It is not great talents God blesses so 
much as great likeness to Jesus. A holy minister is an awful weapon in the hand of God.  A 
word spoken by you when your conscience is clear, and your heart full of God's Spirit, is 
worth ten thousand words spoken in unbelief and sin." — Robert Murray M`Cheyne  

https://quotefancy.com/jeremiah-burroughs-quotes
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Five Facts that lay a strong biblical foundation for a life of godliness 
 
• Godliness is inseparably linked to biblical ___________________________________ 

(See Ps 1:1-3; Jn 17:17 & 2 Tim 3:16-17; Titus 1:1 cf. Rom 1:18 & Titus 1:14) 
 
 
• Godliness is tethered to _____________________ and ________________________for God 

(Ex 3:1-6; 14:31; Ps 130:4; 2 Cor 7:1; Heb 12:28-29; 1 Pet 1:15-17) 
 
• Godliness is rooted and enjoyed in _____________________________________________ 
(Rom 6:1-14; 12:1-2; Eph 2:10; Col 1:21-22; 2 Cor 5:14-15; Titus 2:11-14)  
 
 
• Godliness is not less than but more than correct ____________________________________ 

(1 Tim 3:16; 6:6; 2 Tim 3:5; Col 3:1-4, 10; 2 Pet 1:4; Phil 3:12-14; Heb 12:14) 
 
• Godliness is both a duty and delight that flows from personal _________________________ 
(Rom 12:1-21; Phil 2:12-13; 3:7-11; 2 Tim 3:12; Gal 2:20; 1 Cor 6:19-20; 2 Cor 5:14-15) 
 
 
1. Read 1 Timothy 4:6-8 and explain the context of the letter and why Paul speaks about 
godliness so often when writing to Timothy. What are the “these things” mentioned in verse 6 
and where else do you see this phrase used in this chapter and letter? Is your life and church built 
upon “these things” …explain? In verse 7 Paul exhorts Timothy to stay away from “silly myths”. 
What does he mean and why was this so critical for Timothy and for us? How might this issue of 
silly myths come up today in the church? Compare the words for “trained” and “train” in verses 
6-7 and explain their meanings and what we can learn from this as it pertains to pursuing 
godliness? Compare Hebrews 5:14 and 2 Pet 2:14 and explain the nature of being “trained” in 
these verses and how vital it is “train” oneself to godliness? What will this type of positive 
training demand?  
 
 
2. Timothy is commanded to train in a specific direction toward “godliness”! What does this 
word “godliness” mean and how does 1 Timothy 6:11-12 help highlight both the priority and 
practice of godliness? Read 2 Pet 1:3-4 and explain how this passage helps constrain and comfort 
our active pursuit of godliness? What value is there in “training oneself” to godliness? What does 
Paul mean when he says it “holds promise” for both this life and the life to come? Promise for 
what? (Consider what Paul says to Timothy in these verses 1 Tim 4:6; 4:1-2; 2:1-4; 1:18-20; 1:3-
7. Also see 2 Tim 1:1) Now broadening the context out to the rest of Scripture consider these 
passages and see if you can identify further blessings or promises that come upon those who seek 
to live godly Mt 5:6; Mk 10:29-31; Jn 10:10; 17:3; Rom 5:1-5; 8:28-31; Phil 1:6; 1 Cor 9:24-27; 
2 Cor 7:1; 1 Pet 1:3-9; Ps 1:1-3; 24:1-6; 103:11-18; Prov 3:1-12. Is godliness something you 
pursue, something that is provided to you or both? Read 1 Cor 1:30-31; Phil 1:6; 2:12-13; 3:12; 
Col 1:21-23; 3:10; Eph 1:3-4; 2:1-10; 4:23-24; Titus 2:11-14; 4-8 and explain? 
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