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Addressing Culture with Scripture:  
Seeing and Answering the Many Faces of False Teaching  

 
False teaching has been in our world since Genesis three and has metastasized so many times 
that it fills every culture so that it manifests itself in seemingly enumerable degrees and forms. 
The Bible repeatedly warns the people of God to be on guard against all false teaching, to defend 
the true faith, and to be prepared to give answer for the hope we have in Christ. Paul’s warning 
from Colossians 2:8 needs to be heard loud and clear in the church today, “See to it that no one 
takes you captive by philosophy or empty deceit…”! Therefore, starting October 5th we will 
begin a 9-week study of specific false teachings that inundate our culture, constantly seek to 
infect our homes, and even strive to distract our ministry. The plan for this class is to not only 
see some of the primary false teachings listed here but also to equip you with a sound biblical 
defense of the truth that has been twisted by these deceptions of the devil. We are living in a 
world filled with lies but we are called to be people of the truth who graciously but boldly live 
out and declare the truth in love. May the Lord use this study to further help us to remain on 
guard as we grow in our understanding of and submission to the Scriptures.  
 
 
Date Scheduled Lesson Topic  
10/5 Prosperity Gospel / Word of Faith Movement  
10/12 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormonism)  
10/19 The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society (Jehovah Witnesses) 
10/26 Roman Catholicism & Eastern Orthodoxy   
11/2 Islam  
11/9 Mind Science Groups & New Age Spirituality  
11/16 Middle Eastern Religions (Hinduism; Buddhism…) 
11/30 Secularism & Atheism & Naturalism  
12/7 Legalism & Antinomianism & Universalism / Inclusivism  
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Roman Catholicism: Apostolic Tradition or Apostate Church?1   
 

"My dearly beloved, flee from idolatry! (1 Cor 10:14) Romanism is a gigantic system of 
sacrament-worship, Mary-worship, saint-worship, image-worship, relic-worship, and priest-
worship! In one word, Romanism is a huge, organized idolatry! I know how painful these 
things sound to many ears. To me it is no pleasure to dwell on the shortcomings of any who 
profess and call themselves Christians. I can say truly that I have said what I have said with pain 
and sorrow. I believe that many a poor Catholic at this day is worshiping with an idolatrous 
worship, simply because he knows no better. He has no Bible to instruct him. He has no faithful 
minister to teach him. I remember all this; and I say that the Catholic eminently deserves 
our sympathy and compassion. But all this must not prevent my saying that the Church of Rome 
is an idolatrous Church. I would not be faithful if I said less. My own conscience would rebuke 
me if I did not warn men plainly that the Church of Rome is an idolatrous Church, and that if 
they will join her, they are "joining themselves to idols!" J.C. Ryle2 
 
Intro: We Are Still Protesting the Apostate Roman Church! 

One major lesson of “Church History” is how when the Church moves away from following 
Scripture to follow the thoughts and doctrines of man she always goes astray and will eventually 
apostatize. Every heresy and false teaching we have looked at already in this study has found its 
impetuous from drifting away from the inspired Scriptures! That is exactly how the Roman 
Catholic Church comes into its final existence as it slowly but steadily separated itself from the 
true Scriptures which were superseded by human/church tradition. Starting in the 4-5th century 
the seeds of Roman Catholicism were being planted and throughout the next 1000 years many 
more seeds were planted and watered so that by the 14th century the apostate system of Roman 
Catholicism is completely formed and proclaimed through numerous “church councils.”  

Apostate means to once have had and believe the truth but to walk away and reject the truth and 
embrace what is false. To commit apostasy is to reject the orthodoxy you once believed and 
embrace that which is false. Therefore, it is technically correct to refer to the Roman Catholic 
Church as an Apostate Church because she has walked away from the beliefs and practices of 
Jesus Christ, the Apostles, and the early Church. This apostasy is one of the main story lines of 
Church History.  One of the main disastrous decisions of the Roman Catholic Church was her 

 
1 See this article by Mike Gendron for a clear answer to this question! Also see Mike’s website for a very helpful 
resource regarding reaching Catholics with the gospel https://www.proclaimingthegospel.org/page/videos Also see 
the helpful resources by William Webster at his website here https://christiantruth.com/ Many good articles on his 
website. Webster’s book, The Church of Rome at the Bar of History is also very good. See James White’s book here, 
The Roman Catholic Controversy: Catholics and Protestants—Do the difference really matter?   
 
2 See these sermons by J.C. Ryle found at these websites 
https://gracegems.org/Ryle/coming_events_and_present_duties5.htm      https://www.the-
highway.com/articleMay17.html 
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departure from the Scriptures as the sole authority and foundation for life and godliness. This is 
one of main dividing lines between Roman Catholics and Protestant Christians.  

A Protestant is technical term that means “protester” and stands for all of those people who 
follow the doctrines and practices given through Christ by the Scriptures alone. This is most 
clearly seen in the work and writings of the Reformation as those faithful believers took a stand 
against the heresy of the Roman Catholic Church and publicly “protested” her practices.  

Therefore, Sola Scriptura, which means that one ultimately roots his life and ministry on the 
teachings of Scripture alone becomes a primary point of contention with the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Reformers. Thus, the Roman Catholic Church rejects Sola Scriptura and sees this 
belief as a perversion of the Reformation.3  

The Five Sola’s of the Reformation are:   

1. Sola Scriptura (only by Scripture, not by Popes, the Church, Tradition, or feelings) 
2. Sola Gratia (only by God’s sovereign grace, not human merit) 
3. Sola Fide (only by faith not by works)  
4. Sola Christos (only by Christ, not self or priests)  
5. Sola Deo Gloria (to God alone be the Glory).  

“The ultimate question to be addressed is this: Is Scripture the final authority in matters 
related to faith and practice or has God also inspired tradition, as the Roman Church 
claims, as the unwritten Word of God which is to carry an equal authority?”4 

An Initial Overview of Roman Catholicism: 

1. Catholicism is the beliefs and practices of the “official” Roman Catholic religion that took as 
many as 1000 years to finally manifest itself in a sanctioned sense of “church dogma.”   

2. Catholicism is driven by the “official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church” but there are 
many different manifestations of “Catholicism” in the world so that this apostate church 
takes on many diverse forms. (Liberals, Conservatives, Charismatic, Old Catholics and 
numerous other splinter groups like the Polish National Church of America, the Chinese 
Patriotic Catholic Association and the Philippine Independent Church. 

3. Catholics are members of the Roman Catholic Church and are distinguished in a large part by 
their submission to the Pope, the Bishop of Rome, who is believed to be Christ’ 

 

3Is that true? Did the Reformers invent this idea of Sola Scriptura or was this established by God and embraced by 
the early Church fathers? Please Note: The Early Church Fathers and their writings are also referred to as the 
Patristics or the Patristic Era. This is often those within the first four to five hundred years of Church History. See 
additional notes entitled SOLA SCRIPTURA: REFORMATIONAL PERVERSION OR PATRISTIC REALITY?  

4 William Webster from The Church of Rome at the Bar of History, page X  
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representative on earth, the head of the Church who is an Apostle in succession from Peter 
who they see as the first pope. The pope is given great powers and authority by God and is 
even said to be over all other powers and governments and when he speaks “ex cathedra” 
(from the chair of Peter) it is infallible (without error) regarding matters of faith and practice. 
This means the pope speaks for God by giving new revelation or inspired revelation that 
must be obeyed by all.  

4. The Catholic Church estimates that there are over one billion people on earth who are 
Catholic though this number is likely over estimated.  

5. The headquarters of the Roman Catholic Church is in Rome at Vatican City. The Vatican is 
considered an independent country (the smallest country) in the world. 

6. Catholicism teaches that man is inherently good and so promotes an elaborate works-based 
salvation where man cooperates with God in saving his own soul so as to eventually be 
“rewarded” or “meriting” eternal life from God for a life well lived in good works. The sin of 
Adam only wounded man and made him “sick” but did not make him dead meaning 
spiritually and totally depraved in his mind, heart, and will.  

7. Catholicism does not embrace the Bible alone as totally sufficient or completely authoritative 
but, in practice, fully rejects the ultimate sufficiency and authority of Scripture.     

8. Catholicism teaches an apostolic oral tradition, which is only known by the Church, that must 
be learned and obeyed by all Catholics along with the Scriptures. This “oral tradition” is 
placed alongside and above the authority of the inspired Scriptures.  

9. Catholicism does not teach, nor can it provide an assurance of eternal life because a Catholic 
is constantly seeking to work off and expiate or atone for his ongoing sin that he never fully 
knows if he has done enough. Part of working off or atoning for personal sin and even the sin 
of dead loved ones happens through the practice of “penance” and “indulgences” (See CCC 
1471).  

10. Catholicism teaches there are “mortal sins” (those willful rebellious acts that forfeit justifying 
grace and break one’s relationship with God) and “venial sins” (those lesser acts of 
disobedience that are performed without the full consent of the will and only wound one’s 
relationship with God). Both (mortal and venial sins) can be personally atoned for through 
confession, absolution, penance, indulgences, and even extended time in purgatory though to 
die with unconfessed mortal sin places the Catholic in a dire place of deserving eternal 
condemnation in hell.   

11. Catholicism teaches that baptism takes away original and /or past sin and teaches man can 
work off his sin through time in purgatory which is the post-mortem abode where certain 
souls are purged of any remaining sin before going to heaven. This process of ongoing 
purification or preparation for heaven is necessary for two types of people: 1.) for those who 
never committed a “mortal sin” but their “venial sins” still merit a limited period of 
punishment for purification, and 2.) for those who committed mortal sins during their life but 
received remission through the Sacrament of “penance”, but who still need to suffer the 
temporary penalty due them. Unabsolved mortal sins sends a Catholic to hell not purgatory.   

12. Catholicism historically teaches that there is no salvation for those outside of the Roman 
Catholic Church (Council of Florence, 1442). However, Vatican II (1960) laid the 
groundwork for an inclusive view of the gospel where people of other religions, beliefs, and 
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practices, including atheist, will eventually be saved if they strive to live a moral life though 
they will likely have to spend some purifying time in purgatory.  

13. Catholicism is often confusing to Protestants, in part, because it uses many of the same 
theological terms we use (grace, faith, forgiveness, tradition, atone, justification, salvation, 
sanctification) but they define and understand those words differently than the Bible does.  

14. Catholicism teaches the sinlessness of Mary (immaculate conception), perpetual virginity of 
Mary, and desperately prays to her for protection because they see her as the “Mediatrix” (a 
women who is a mediator), “Advocate”, “Helper”, “Benefactress” and refer to her as “Queen 
of Heaven” from which all graces come to the believer through her intercession for them 
from heaven. Catholicism teaches the “Assumption of Mary” where God took her body and 
soul to heaven supernaturally (See Catholic Catechism paragraphs # 968-975)  
 

Morning Consecration to Mary5 

My Queen, My Mother, I offer 
myself entirely to thee. 

And to show my devotion to thee, 
I offer thee this day, my eyes, 
my ears, my mouth, my heart, 

my whole being without reserve. 
Wherefore, good Mother, as I am thine own, 

keep me, guard me as thy property and possession. 
Amen. 

15. Catholicism clearly rejects many orthodox and foundational truths declared in the inspired 
Scriptures including the true gospel which is by grace alone through faith alone in the person 
and work of Christ alone. Catholicism sees salvation as a lifelong process whereby man 
merits final justification through personal virtue earned through cumulating the good works 
of obeying the 10 commandments, the Sacraments, and the ongoing teachings of the church. 
Catholicism does not see salvation as a Sovereign event but fatally mixes sanctification with 
salvation so that there is no real distinction left between to these two massively different 
divine truths.   

16. The true gospel can still be found by those in Roman Catholicism if they look to the 
Scriptures alone as history shows us through men like John Wycliffe, Jon Hus, William 
Tyndale, and Martin Luther. But as these men also demonstrate when the true gospel comes 
to light so will the false gospel preached by official Roman Catholic dogma that must then be 
rejected.  

17. Catholicism is founded upon a three-tiered system of authority consisting of the Holy 
Scriptures, Oral or Apostolic Tradition, and the Magisterium or the ongoing teachings, 
pronouncements, and edicts of the Church. Thus, with this tiered system the Word of God is 
replaced or surpassed by the latter two as the ultimate source of divine authority for the life 

 
5 https://www.catholicgallery.org/prayers/7-powerful-marys-intercession-prayers/  see also for more examples 
https://www.marypages.com/prayers-to-the-blessed-virgin-mary.html 
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and practice of the people. Furthermore, only the “Magisterium” (the pope and bishops) has 
been given by God the task and ability to rightly interpret the Scriptures for the rest of the 
church.  

18. Catholicism seeks to get around the accusation of veneration of Mary and the Saints by 
distinguishing between what they call “latria” (worship for God alone) and “dulia” 
(veneration for a very religious person who accumulated excess merit for others in this life).   

19. Catholicism is often confusing to Protestants because it is a heavy mixture of truth with error 
that distorts the clarity of the gospel, denies forensic (legal) justification, demolishes the post 
conversion truth of progressive sanctification. 

20. Catholicism does embrace some doctrines and practices that are consistent with Scripture: 
• Monotheism 
• Trinitarianism  
• Inspired Scriptures (though they add to them and only they can properly interpret 

them) 
• Deity and Humanity of Christ 
• Men and Women made in the Image of God 
• Marriage is Sacred (though they are beginning to slide on a biblical view of marriage 

between one man and one woman) 
• Prolife  

I. The Historical Roots of this False Teaching6  
When did and How did the Roman Catholic Church Officially Begin? 

 
1. The Fall of Rome and Rise of the Roman Religion (AD 400-500): We are in the timeframe 
of church history I call the “Imperial Church” which begins in 313 with the Edict of Milan and 
basically ends in 590 when Gregory the Great become the Bishop of Rome. Now, a lot happens 
during this period including the division of “Imperial Christianity” between the Western and 
Eastern empires. Remember Constantine ended the persecution of Christians and moved the 
capitol of his new empire to Constantinople (the city of Constantine) which became the Eastern 
Empire. The language used was Greek. The Western Empire had its capitol in Rome and the 
language used was Latin. The Western Empire will fall in about 476 through the infiltration of 
Germanic tribesman who take over control of Rome. However, the Eastern Empire will last 
about another 1000 years until its fall in 1453 through the Muslim infiltration and the takeover 
by the Ottoman Turks. 

After gaining political control of Rome, Constantine issued the Edict of Milan in 313 that 
changed the official stance of the government toward Christianity from hostile to neutral and 
even friendly. Christianity would not become the official religion of the Roman empire until 380, 
under Theodosius the Great. Though the merging of the church with the state brought religious 
freedom to Christians, it also introduced the seeds of the corruption of the church—as positions 
of political power and religious leadership became more and more confused. The union of 
church and state also brought a lot of wealth to the organized church. Nonetheless, the 

 
6 Much of this material came from my Seminary notes on Historical Theology taught be Dr. Nathan Busenitz.  
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circumstances did allow bishops from across the Roman Empire to convene at a number of 
important church councils—councils which affirmed the Trinity and the deity of Christ, for 
example. At the same time, the seeds for several unbiblical doctrines (many of which show 
up in the Roman Catholic system) began to take root during this period (such as baptismal 
regeneration and the veneration of Mary and the saints). 
 

While this distinction is not completely accurate because there is much crossover it is helpful to 
consider the distinction between the “Western Church” (Religious entity) and the “Western 
Empire” (Political or Governmental entity). It is the “Western Empire” that falls not the 
“Western Church” or should I say the Western form of Christianity that really begins to sprout 
when the Empire falls! The same could be said of the Eastern Empire. So Roman Catholicism 
continues on today even though the Roman Empire has collapsed. So also it is with the Eastern 
Empire that collapses in 1453 and is gone but the “Eastern Orthodox Church” which really takes 
shape in 1054 continues on today.    

2. Leo the Great (AD 400–461): Leo became the bishop of Rome on September 29, 440. In 445, 
he came into conflict with Dioscorus, the bishop of Alexandria (successor to Cyril of 
Alexandria) and contended that Alexandria should submit to Rome just as Mark (the founder of 
the church in Alexandria) would have submitted to Peter (the founder of the church in Rome). 
The Egyptian Christians of Alexandria, of course, saw the ancient patriarchates (Rome, 
Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem) as equal. But Leo insisted that Rome had primacy 
over the others (based on apostolic succession back to Peter). For example, in 446 Leo wrote 
a letter to Anastasius in which he asserted: “The care of the universal Church should converge 
towards Peter's one seat, and nothing anywhere should be separated from its Head” (Letter XIV). 
Convinced that the Church of Rome should have primacy over all of the churches, Leo relied on 
political support in the West to strengthen Roman influence there. In 445, he obtained a decree 
from Emperor Valentinian III (one of the last of the Western Roman emperors) which declared 
the primacy of Rome (based on succession from Peter) and threatened objectors with legal 
repercussions (including accusations of treason). As a result, the church in Gaul (and in the rest 
of the Western Roman Empire) came under the ultimate authority of the Church at Rome.  
 
Leo Saves Rome with Political Prowess (452): In 452, Attila the Hun invaded Italy and 
threatened to attack Rome. Leo met him and convinced him to withdraw. Legends have grown 
up around this meeting, suggesting that an angel threatened to kill Attila’s army if he did not 
relent; or alternatively suggesting that Attila was so impressed with the Christian bishop that he 
relented of his own accord. It is more likely that Leo was able to convince Attila by offering him 
a large amount of gold, and by pointing out the fact that Attila’s army was starting to get 
stretched thin. Whatever the case, Leo’s prestige and political power grew greatly as a result. 
Several years later, in 455, Leo was unsuccessful in convincing the Vandals not to sack the city 
of Rome. However, the extent of the damage done to the city and its citizens was reduced on 
account of his influence. He, moreover, convinced them not to burn the city. 
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“These episodes—and others like it—gave Leo great authority in the city of Rome. 
That he was able to do these things was due both to his personal gifts and to the 
political situation of the time, when the civil authorities proved incapable of 
performing their duties. But in Leo’s mind there was a deeper reason. He was 
convinced that Jesus had made Peter and his successors the rock on which the church 
was to be built, and that therefore the bishop of Rome, Peter’s direct successor, is the 
head of the church. Thus, in Leo’s writings one finds all the traditional arguments that 
would repeatedly be mustered in favor of papal authority” (Justo Gonzalez: The 
Story of Christianity, 243). 
 

3. Gregory the Great (540-604): Gregory was just a boy when the armies of Justinian 
recaptured Rome. At one point, he became involved in Roman politics and even served as the 
Prefect of the City of Rome. When his father died, Gregory converted the family home into a 
monastery; and Gregory himself entered it as a monk. He was eventually ordained as a deacon 
by Pope Pelagius II, who sought Gregory’s help in resolving disputes in northern Italy related to 
the Three Chapters controversy. In 579, Gregory was chosen by Pelagius II to be the ambassador 
from the Church of Rome to the Court of Constantinople; part of Gregory’s mission was to 
obtain military aid from the emperor (Maurice) against the Lombards (who threatened to 
overtake Rome); but conflicts to the East made it impossible for the emperor to send military 
forces. Gregory returned to Rome in 585 and was named Pelagius’s successor in 590. 
 
Gregory I began his tenure as the bishop of Rome on September 3, 590. At that time, the Roman 
Church’s prominence had been in decline; and Gregory, for his part, admitted to having no 
ambition to be the bishop of Rome. He instead preferred the quiet contemplation of monastic 
life. Gregory’s influence helped to again assert the primacy of the Roman Church. He did much 
to improve the condition of the city itself. 
 

Justo Gonzalez: Since there was nobody else to do it, [Gregory] 
organized the distribution of food among the needy in Rome, and he also 
took measures to guarantee the continuing shipments of wheat from Sicily. 
Likewise, he supervised the rebuilding of the aqueducts and of the 
defenses of the city, and the garrison was drilled until morale was restored. 
Since there was little help to expected from Constantinople, he then 
opened direct negotiations with the Lombards, with who he secured peace. 
Thus, by default, the Pope was acting as ruler of Rome and the 
surrounding area” (The Story of Christianity, 246). 
 

This was partly due to the successful missionary endeavors (primarily to the barbarian tribes in 
Europe) that took place under his leadership. Among the most famous of these is the mission of 
Augustine of Canterbury (not to be confused with Augustine of Hippo) to the Angles and Saxons 
in modern-day England. From England, additional missionaries brought Christianity to northern 
Germany and the Netherlands. From a Roman Catholic perspective, the practice of private 
penance (in place of public penance) began to develop during Gregory’s time. He also 
referenced Purgatory frequently and taught that good works in this life could lighten the 
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torments of the purging to come. He was a wholehearted follower of Augustine of Hippo; such 
that what Augustine taught as possibility (e.g. Purgatory), Gregory taught as certainty. 

 
From a political perspective, Gregory began to forge good relations with the Franks—which 
would become important later (as the Roman Church would become allied with these Germanic 
Kings). He is also credited with working to improve communication and relations between the 
Church in the West and the Church in the East. Regarding Gregory’s tenure… 
 
Justo Gonzalez: “Gregory considered himself above all a religious leader. He preached 
constantly in the various churches in Rome, calling the faithful to renewed commitment. He also 
took measures to promote clerical celibacy, which was slowly becoming the norm throughout 
Italy, and which many claimed to follow but did not. Also, as bishop of Rome, Gregory saw 
himself as patriarch of the West. He did not claim for himself universal authority as Leo had 
done earlier. But he took more practical steps, which did in fact increase his authority in the 
West. In Spain, he was instrumental in the conversion of the Visigothic King Recared to Nicene 
Catholicism. To England, he sent Augustine’s mission, which would eventually extend the 
authority of Rome to the British Isles.  . . . However, it is not only for these reasons that Gregory 
is called ‘the Great.’ He was also a prolific writer whose works were very influential throughout 
the Middle Ages” (The Story of Christianity, 246–47). 



Roman Catholicism: Lesson 4  

© Matt White, Belcroft Bible Church  
     September 2022  

Discipleship Training Series  
 
 

10 

 
 

This Chart comes from “Chronological and Background Charts of Church History” by Robert C. Walton 



Roman Catholicism: Lesson 4  

© Matt White, Belcroft Bible Church  
     September 2022  

Discipleship Training Series  
 
 

11 

4. Thomas Aquinas (1226–1274): The foremost Catholic theologian who represented the height 
of Scholasticism. Aquinas was born into a wealthy family in Italy; his uncle was a Benedictine 
abbot, and the family planned for Thomas to join the Benedictine order. As a young man, he was 
sent to the university in Naples, where he became influenced by the Dominicans and decided to 
join the Dominican order. In 1245, Aquinas went to the University of Paris where he studied 
theology under Albertus Magnus (c. 1193–1280)—who is also considered to be one of the 
greatest philosophical minds of the Middle Ages. Aquinas later traveled to Cologne with 
Albertus, where he served as an assistant professor. In 1252 he returned to Paris in order to earn 
his master’s degree. He then served as the regent master in theology from 1256–1259.  From 
1259–1268, Aquinas returned to Italy where he instructed Dominican friars in Orvieto and later 
in Rome. While in Rome, he began work on his most famous work, the Summa Theologica. In 
1272, he returned to Naples where he was able to complete his Summa Theologica. He died a 
couple years later, while traveling to Rome, in 1274. He was named a “saint” by Pope John XXII 
in 1324. Thomas Aquinas was declared a “teacher of the church” at the First Vatican Council in 
the 1860s. Pope Leo XIII officially noted that Thomistic thought was definitive for Roman 
Catholic theology in 1879. In 1880, he was made the patron saint of all Catholic universities and 
places of education. (See the Charts on pages 29-33 in the Appendices regarding the theological 
depth of his impact upon the formation of Roman Catholic Doctrine) 

5. Church Councils (1123-1965): The final piece in the confusing puzzle regarding the 
historical origins for official Roman Catholicism is found in all the church sanctioned councils 
from 12th through 20th century. It is through each of the councils that church dogma was defined, 
declared, and demanded upon the people. So, when did the Roman Christianity turn to Roman 
Catholicism? It was a gradual growth as the traditions of men became seen as biblical as they 
were integrated into the Church over many years culminating in 1215 at the 4th Lateran council, 
then affirmed at the Council of Florence in 1439 where the 7 sacraments were seen as necessary 
for salvation. This sad reality of heresy and false teaching was only further clarified even with 
the later council of Trent (1545-1563) where oral tradition was declared to be equal to Scripture. 
The	Vulgate is official Bible of church. Original sin and justification by faith alone were rejected 
and only Catholic Church possessed correct interpretation of the Bible. Then it was at the First 
Vatican Council (1869-1870) that “ex cathedra” was established which means that when the 
pope speaks on matters of faith and morals that what he says is considered infallible and binding 
on the universal church. Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) declared the Veneration of Mary, 
Protestants labeled “separated brethren”, and the Catholic Church is reaffirmed as the only way 
of salvation but opened the door for an inclusive gospel where all would eventually be saved.	

II. Some Core Precepts and Tenants of this False Teaching 

• Church Precepts (Catholics for Dummies pg 179-182) 

In addition to an emphasis on the 10 Commandments, Catholics are expected to enter 
into six basic precepts.  To be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church 
means obeying the following rules and believing what the Church teaches about 
them.  
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1. Attending Mass on all Sundays as well as the Holy days of Obligation (Missing 
Mass on one of these days will yield a mortal sin). Below are a few of the RC 
holy days for 2022 

§ Solemnity of Mary, January 1* 
§ Ascension of Jesus, May 26 — Celebrated on the sixth Thursday after 

Easter Sunday* 
§ Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, August 15* 
§ Solemnity of All Saints, November 1 
§ Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, December 8 

2. Receiving The Holy Eucharist during Easter season (Ash Wednesday – Trinity 
Sunday). 

3. Confessing your sins at least once a year. 
4. Fasting and abstaining on appointed days (Not eating meat on Ash Wednesday 

and all Fridays during lent). 
5. Observing the marriage laws of the Church. 
6. Contributing to the financial support of the Church.  

 
• The Sacraments (The Catechism of the Catholic Church; Section 1 article 2 and Section 

2 articles 1-7 containing paragraphs 1113-1666) 
 
The word sacrament comes from the Latin sacramentum which means oath or obligation 
because the early Church taught that these seven special ceremonies could bind the 
believer to Christ and his Church.  For the practicing Catholic, these sacraments are the 
key to right standing with God. The Seven Sacraments are…   

1. Baptism  

2. Holy Eucharist   

3. Confirmation 

4. Penance 

5. Anointing of the sick   

6. Matrimony    

7. Holy Orders 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) defines the seven sacraments as:“efficacious signs 
of grace , instituted by Jesus and entrusted to the church, by which divine life is dispensed to 
us”(CCC 1131).  The “sacraments” are seen as means for filling up or “infusing” your life with 
God’s saving grace. Think of the sacraments as a divine gas pump where you by your own good 
works get so much but not enough of God’s grace poured into your life. So that if you have 
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enough grace “infused” meaning poured in by God at the end of your life then you will be 
“rewarded” salvation in the end.   

Augustine taught that the sacraments were religious ceremonies that “use visible signs to 
symbolize invisible grace given by God.” It is taught in the Roman Catholic Church that Christ 
himself instituted the sacraments, and they were further explained by St. Thomas Aquinas in the 
13th century that God created the sacraments to correspond with each of the seven stages of 
human development. 

• Roman Catholics are born: Baptism 

• Roman Catholics are fed: Holy Eucharist (Mass)  

• Roman Catholics grow: Confirmation 

• Roman Catholics need healing: Penance  

• Roman Catholics recover: Anointing of the Sick  

• Roman Catholics need family: Matrimony 

• Roman Catholics need leaders: Holy Orders  

The Roman Catholic Sacraments are broken down into three catagories… 

Sacraments of Initiation: Three of the seven sacraments are considered Sacraments of 
Initiation.  (These are about being initiated into the Catholic Church and becoming personally 
responsible for faith and expressing unity with the church.) These are . . . 

1.  Baptism- People enter (initiated into) the Catholic Church (usually as being baptized as 
an infant but also adults who convert later in life). 
 

2. Confirmation - People are considered personally responsible for their faith and go 
through a series of catechism classes in preparation for taking or receiving this sacrament. 
 

3. Holy Communion - People express their unity with the Church – all her doctrines, laws, 
and practices. This is referred to as the “Sacrament of Sacraments” because “the whole 
spiritual good of the church, namely Christ Himself is contained in the Eucharist…which 
is the source and summit of the Christian life.”   
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Sacraments of Community: Two of the sacraments are for the sake of social development, 
service, and mission. 

1. Marriage- The marriage between two baptized Catholics is seen as “sacramental” and 
further unites them to Christ and to one another.  

2. Holy Orders - Sacred ministers, those who serve the spiritual needs of others, in the 
Catholic Church are ordained by a bishop and by means of a special sacrament called 
Holy Orders, which creates the hierarchy of deacon, priest, and bishop. Only baptized 
men can receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders. 

Sacraments of Mercy: Two of the sacraments are for spiritual and physical healing. 

1. Penance - Penance is given by a priest for an individual to perform following confession 
of sin.  Examples of penance are visiting a nursing home, donating time to a soup 
kitchen, doing something nice to an enemy.  Often the penance is simply a set of prayers, 
such as saying the Our Father or the Hail Mary 5 or 10 times. FYI…ROMAN 
CATHOLIC PENANCE IS THE OPPOSITE OF BIBLICAL REPENTNACE!!! 

2. Anointing of the sick (Extreme Unction - Last Anointing.  Also commonly known as Last 
Rites.) Because many are deathly sick or injured and in need of healing and recovery this 
rite is given.  Catholics may receive the Sacrament of Anointing many times but this rite 
is usually reserved for those dealing with deadly illness so that it is often called the “last 
anointing” or “extreme unction” since that is often when this sacrament is given to one 
who is about to die.  

Church Hierarchy 

1. The Pope - This is the most well-known character of the Catholic church. Known also as 
the Bishop of Rome, he is the Supreme, visible head of the entire Catholic Church.  He is 
called Holy Father by Catholics everywhere. The Pope has supreme, full, immediate, and 
universal jurisdiction all over the world. 
 

2. Cardinals - Appointed by the Pope (from the College of Bishops) for his assistance in 
running the entire church.  They compose the “College of Cardinals.”  This is all of the 
Cardinals world-wide. 
 

3. Bishop - Governs the local diocese which means a district under the pastoral care of a 
bishop. Many times, a diocese is several counties.  Sometimes it can cover an entire 
state. 
 

4. Vicar General - Priests who are second in command in the diocese appointed by the 
bishop. 
 

5. Parish Priest - (also known as a pastor) Leads the congregation of a local parish church. 
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III. Comparing Some Core Tenants of this False Teaching with Scripture  
 

“But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise 
grace is no longer grace.” Rom 11:6 

 
The Gospel according to Rome: The Roman Catholic Church finds itself in the impossible 
position of advocating a gospel that is both “by grace” and also “on the basis of works.”  
The Roman Catholic Position: Salvation is by grace through works (which include faith, the 
sacraments, and the Ten Commandments); these good works are rewarded with eternal life. 
 
1. Salvation is not by grace through faith alone. It does not come through the 
imputation of Christ’s righteousness to the sinner. 
 
Council of Trent, Canons on Justification, Canon 9: “If anyone says, that by faith alone the 
impious is justified . . . let him be anathema.” 
 
Council of Trent, Canon 11: “If anyone says that men are justified either by the sole imputation 
of the justice of Christ or by the sole remission of sins, excluding grace and charity which is 
poured into their hearts by the Holy Spirit and inheres in them, or also that the grace which 
justifies us is only the favor of God, let him be anathema.” 
 
2. Good works are necessary for salvation. They are not merely the fruits of 
salvation, they are actually the root of it. They are meritorious and will be 
rewarded with eternal life. 
 
Note: Rome attempts to classify these good works as “works of grace.” It denies that good 
works are meritorious if they are done apart from the grace of God. 
 
Council of Trent, Canon 1. If anyone says that man may be justified before God by his own 
works, whether done through the teaching of human nature, or that of the law, without the grace 
of God through Jesus Christ; let him be anathema. 
 
But the attention paid to grace is really little more than lip-service. In the end, good works, such 
as keeping the Ten Commandments, are seen as a condition for receiving eternal life. 
 
Council of Trent, Canon 20. If anyone says that the man who is justified . . . is not bound to 
observe the commandments of God and of the Church, but only to believe; as if 
indeed the Gospel were a bare and absolute promise of eternal life, without the condition of 
observing the commandments; let him be anathema. 
 
Note: in context, the “commandments” are the Ten Commandments (being so defined in the 
previous canon.) 
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Rome further teaches that the believer’s justification (or righteousness before God) is caused 
and increased by good works. 
 
Council of Trent, Canon 24. If anyone says that the justice [or justification] received is not 
preserved and also not increased before God through good works but that those works are merely 
the fruits and signs of justification obtained, but not the cause of the increase, let him be 
anathema. 
 
Thus, the good works of the believer are meritorious, and contribute to his salvation. 
 
Council of Trent, Canon 32. If anyone says that the good works of the one justified are in such 
manner the gifts of God that they are not also the good merits of him justified; of that the said 
justified, by the good works which he performs through the grace of God and the merit of Jesus 
Christ, whose living member he is, does not truly merit increase of grace, eternal life, and the 
attainment of that eternal life . . . let him be anathema. 
The Catholic Encyclopedia, in an article entitled Sanctifying Grace, states that the sinner “is 
formally justified and made holy by his own personal justice and holiness” such that “over and 
above faith other acts are necessary for justification” including acts of charity, penance with 
contrition, and almsgiving. 
 
By trying to hold to both “grace” and “works,” the Catholic Church promotes a gospel that is 
hopelessly confused and inherently contradictory. 
 
The Catholic Answers apologetics website states: 
 
Even though only God’s grace enables us to love others, these acts of love please him, and he 
promises to reward them with eternal life (Rom. 2:6–7, Gal. 6:6–10). Thus, good works are 
meritorious. When we first come to God in faith, we have nothing in our hands to offer him. 
Then he gives us grace to obey his commandments in love, and he rewards us with salvation 
when we offer these acts of love back to him (Rom. 2:6–11, Gal. 6:6–10, Matt. 25:34–40). . . . 
We do not “earn” our salvation through good works (Eph. 2:8 – 9, Rom. 9:16), but our faith in 
Christ puts us in a special grace-filled relationship with God so that our obedience and love, 
combined with our faith, will be rewarded with eternal life (Rom. 2:7, Gal. 6:8–9). 
 
The Catholic Catechism teaches: 
 
The Council of Trent teaches that the Ten Commandments are obligatory for Christians and that 
the justified man is still bound to keep them [fn, Cf. DS 1569– 1570]; the Second Vatican 
Council confirms: “The bishops, succors of the apostles, receive from the Lord . . . the mission of 
teaching all peoples, and of preaching the Gospel to every creature, so that all men may attain 
salvation through faith, Baptism and the observance of the Commandments” (P 2068; ellipsis in 
original) 
 
We can therefore hope in the glory of heaven promised by God to those who love him and do his 
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will. In every circumstance, each one of us should hope, with the grace of God, to persevere 'to 
the end' and to obtain the joy of heaven, as God's eternal reward for the good works 
accomplished with the grace of Christ (P 1821). 
 
Moved by the Holy Spirit and by charity, we can then merit for ourselves and for others the 
graces needed for our sanctification (P 2010) 
 
Roman Catholic theologian, Ludwig Ott explains: 
 
The Council of Trent teaches that for the justified eternal life is both a gift or grace promised by 
God and a reward for his own good works and merits. . . . According to Holy Writ, eternal 
blessedness in heaven is the reward . . . for good works performed on this earth, and rewards and 
merit are correlative concepts (Ludwig Ott, Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma [Rockford: Tan, 
1974], 264). 
 
As God’s grace is the presupposition and foundation of (supernatural) good works, by which 
man merits eternal life, so salutary works are, at the same time gifts of God and meritorious acts 
of man. . . . By his good works the justified man really acquires a claim to supernatural reward 
from God. . . . A just man merits for himself through each good work an increase in sanctifying 
grace, eternal life (if he dies in a state of grace) and an increase of heavenly glory (Fundamentals 
of Catholic Dogma, 264, 267). 
 
Catholic priest and author of the Catechism of the Catholic Church John Hardon likewise 
confirms this point of view when he writes: Habitual or sanctifying grace is a supernatural 
quality that dwells in the human soul, by which a person shares in the divine nature, becomes a 
temple of the Holy Spirit, a friend of God, his adopted child, and able to perform actions 
meriting eternal life (The Question and Answer Catholic Catechism [Garden City: Image, 1981], 
Question #1074). 
 
Are the sacraments necessary for salvation? According to the way God has willed that we be 
saved the sacraments are necessary for salvation (John Hardon, Question # 1119). 
 
3. The act of water baptism brings forgiveness for sins. Any major sins committed 
after baptism must be paid for (by the sinner) through acts of penance. 
 
Council of Trent, Canon 29. If anyone says, that he, who has fallen after baptism, is not able by 
the grace of God to rise again; or, that he is able indeed to recover the justice which he has lost, 
but by faith alone without the sacrament of Penance, contrary to what the holy Roman and 
universal Church—instructed by Christ and his Apostles—has hitherto professed, observed, and 
taught; let him be anathema. 
 
The Catholic Catechism: By Baptism all sins are forgiven, original sin and all personal sins, as 
well as punishment for sin [fn, Cf. Council of Florence (1439): DS 1316]. In those who have 
been reborn nothing remains that would impede their entry into the Kingdom of God, neither 
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Adam’s sin, nor personal sin nor the consequences of sin, the gravest of which is separation from 
God (P 1263). 
 
The Catholic Catechism: Christ instituted the sacrament of Penance for all sinful members of 
his Church: above all for those who, since Baptism, have fallen into grave sin, and have thus lost 
their baptismal grace and wounded the ecclesial communion. It is to them that the sacrament of 
Penance offers a new possibility to convert and to recover the grace of justification (P 1446). 
 
The Catholic Catechism: Absolution takes away sin, but it does not remedy all the disorders sin 
has caused. Raised up from sin, the sinner must still recover his full spiritual health by doing 
something more to make amends for the sin: he must “make satisfaction for” or “expiate” his 
sins. This satisfaction is also called “penance” (P 1459). 
 
John Hardon explains: “Penance is . . . necessary because we must expiate and make reparation 
for the punishment which is due our sins. . . . We make satisfaction for our sins by every good 
act we perform in the state of grace but especially by prayer, penance and the practice of charity 
(Question #1320). 
 
4. Sins that are not properly or sufficiently paid for in this life will be purified after 
death in Purgatory. 
 
Council of Trent, Canon 30: If anyone says that after the reception of the grace of justification 
the guilt is so remitted and the debt of eternal punishment so blotted out to every repentant 
sinner, that no debt of temporal punishment remains to be discharged either in this world or in 
purgatory before the gates of heaven can be opened, let him be anathema. 
 
Handbook for Today's Catholic: “If you die in the love of God but possess any stains of sin, 
such stains are cleansed away in a purifying process called Purgatory. These stains of sin are 
primarily the temporal punishment due to venial or mortal sins already forgiven but for which 
sufficient penance was not done during your lifetime” (p. 47). 
 
The Catholic Catechism says that Purgatory is for “all who die in God's grace and friendship, 
but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation, but after death they 
undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven” (P 1030). 
 
Pope Paul VI: The doctrine of purgatory clearly demonstrates that even when the guilt of sin has 
been taken away, punishment for it or the consequences of it may remain to be expiated and 
cleansed. They often are. In fact, in purgatory the souls of those “who died in the charity of God 
and truly repentant, but who had not made satisfaction with adequate penance for their sins and 
omissions” are cleansed after death with punishments designed to purge away their debt. . . . 
Following in Christ’s steps, those who believe in him have always tried to help one another 
along the path which leads to the heavenly Father, through prayer, the exchange of spiritual 
goods and penitential expiation. The more they have been immersed in the fervor of love, the 
more they have imitated Christ in his sufferings. They have carried their crosses to make 
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expiation for their own sins and the sins of others. They were convinced that they could help 
their brothers to obtain salvation from God who is the Father of mercies. This is the very ancient 
dogma called the Communion of Saints. . . . The “treasury of the Church” is the infinite value, 
which can never be exhausted, which Christ’s merits have before God. They were offered so that 
the whole of mankind could be set free from sin and attain communion with the Father. In Christ, 
the Redeemer himself, the satisfactions and merits of his Redemption exist and find their 
efficacy.  
 
This treasury includes as well the prayers and good works of the Blessed Virgin Mary. They are 
truly immense, unfathomable and even pristine in their value before God. In the treasury, too, are 
the prayers and good works of all the saints, all those who have followed in the footsteps of 
Christ the Lord and by his grace have made their lives holy and carried out the mission the 
Father entrusted to them. In this way they attained their own salvation and at the same time 
cooperated in saving their brothers in the unity of the Mystical Body. . . . God’s only-begotten 
Son . . . has won a treasure for the militant Church . . . . [H]e has entrusted it to blessed Peter, the 
key-bearer of heaven, and to his successors who are Christ’s vicars on earth, so that they may 
distribute it to the faithful for their salvation. They may apply it with mercy for reasonable 
causes to all who have repented for and have confessed their sins. At times they may remit 
completely, and at other times only partially, the temporal punishment due to sin in a general as 
well as in special ways (insofar as they judge it to be fitting in the sight of the Lord). (Paul VI, 
Indulgentiarum Doctrina, January 1, 1967). 
 
This is in direct contrast to biblical teaching about divine forgiveness: Romans 8:1 – 
Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:18–21 – Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 
 
Colossians 2:13–14 – When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 
having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to 
us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 
 
5. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is repeated every time the Mass is celebrated and 
is seen as expiatory meaning actually atoning for guilt and sins. 
 
Council of Trent: In this divine sacrifice . . . Christ is contained and immolated in an unbloody 
manner who once offered himself in a bloody manner on the altar of the cross. . . . This sacrifice 
is truly propitiatory. . . . If anyone says, that the sacrifice of the mass is only a sacrifice of praise 
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and thanksgiving; or that it is a bare commemoration of the sacrifice consummated on the cross, 
but not a propitiatory sacrifice . . . and that it ought not to be offered for the living and dead for 
sins, pains, satisfactions and other necessities: let him be anathema (Doctrine on the Sacrifice of 
the Mass, Canon 3). 
 
John Hardon explains: The Sacrifice of the altar . . . is no mere empty commemoration of the 
Passion and death of Jesus Christ, but a true and proper act of sacrifice. Christ, the eternal High 
Priest, in an unbloody way offers himself a most acceptable Victim to the eternal Father as He 
did upon the Cross. . . . In the Mass, no less than on Calvary, Jesus really offers His life to His 
heavenly Father. . . . The Mass, therefore, no less than the Cross, is expiatory for sins (John 
Hardon, Questions #1265, 1269, 1277). 
 
This is in direct contrast to the biblical teaching about Christ’s death: 
 
Hebrews 7:26–27: For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, 
separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; who does not need daily, like those high 
priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because 
this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. 
 
Hebrews 10:10–14: By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for 
all time, sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time onward until His enemies be 
made a footstool for His feet. For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are 
sanctified. 
 
The Biblical Position: Salvation comes through faith alone by grace alone based 
on the work of Christ alone. (Though good works result from our new birth, they 
are not the basis of it. Good works are the fruits of justification, not the root of it.) 
Here are a few verses to make the point. 
 
Luke 18:9–14 – He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I 
thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, 
would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 
John 20:31 – These have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing you may have life in His name. 
 
Acts 16:30 – 31 – After he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They 
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said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 
 
Romans 4:2–5 – For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but 
not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as 
what is due. But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his 
faith is credited as righteousness. 
 
Romans 10:9–10 – If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting 
in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 
 
Ephesians 2:8–10 – For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 
would walk in them. 
 
Titus 3:4–8 – But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He 
saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out 
upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace we would be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning 
these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful 
to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men. 
 

Roman Catholic Soteriology (Salvation) in Summary 
 

1.  Synergism (Working together) 
• Salvation is a combination of man working with God.  
• Man is spiritually sick but can reach out to God for help and then receive grace. 
• Roman Catholic soteriology is basically Semi-Pelagianism which is a mediating view 

between the works-salvation approach of Pelagius and the total depravity/monergism 
emphasis of Augustine. Man is weakened and sick because of sin but not spiritually 
dead. 

 
2.  Grace 

• Man still has free will and on his own can cooperate with God’s grace. (Human will 
diminished but not destroyed) 

• It is the grace of God plus sacraments, obedience to the Church, good works, etc. that 
saves and keeps a person saved. 

• Grace is a power that assists free human responses. 
•  Saving grace is communicated through the seven sacraments which are means of or 

channels for receiving God’s grace.  
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• Grace alone does not save.  
• Grace is resistible and can be lost through mortal sin.  
• Grace can be restored through the sacrament of penance and indulgences. 

 
3. Sacraments 

• The sacraments are means of grace. 
• The supernatural benefits of Christ’s sacrifice are conveyed physically through the 

sacraments especially through the Mass. 
• The sacraments work in and of themselves (apart from faith) when administered by 

an authoritative representative of the Catholic Church. 
 

4. Baptism    
• Baptism is necessary for salvation. 
• Baptism remits original sin, imparts sanctifying grace, and unites the soul to Christ. 
• Baptism is the instrumental cause and beginning of the lifelong process of 

justification. 
• Regeneration commences with the sacrament of baptism. 

 
5. Eucharist 

• Christ is re-sacrificed at every Mass and the “Holy Communion” is an expiatory act. 
• The communion of the Mass nourishes the soul as food nourishes the body. 
• Just as ingested food nourishes the body, Christ nourishes the soul with the Eucharist. 
• Holds to the “real presence” of Christ in the Eucharist. Participants are eating and 

drinking the actual body and blood of Jesus. Thus, Catholics take Christ into 
themselves when they participate in the Eucharist. 

 
6. Justification   

• Justification is not an event, it is a process. It is a lifelong process of becoming 
righteous through doing good works. 

• Justification begins with baptism and continues throughout the person’s life. 
• Justification remits past sins and infuses new habits of grace into the soul. 
• Justifying grace can be lost through mortal sin and thus one’s standing with God is 

completely lost as one no longer under grace but once again under eternal judgment. 
• Justification makes a person inherently righteous. It is not a declaration of 

righteousness as given by God but one that is earned by man over a lifetime. 
• The concept of imputed righteousness is dangerous to RC because they say it 

undermines motivation for holiness. 
• Assurance of final justification is not possible in this life. 

 
7. Regeneration    

• Regeneration blends with justification and sanctification. 
• Like justification and sanctification, regeneration is a process. 
• Regeneration begins with baptism. It can be lost through mortal sin. 
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8. Union with Christ 
• Persons who partake of the sacraments are unified with Christ in a substantial sense.  
• The Pope is considered an extension of the incarnation of Jesus. Through the Catholic 

Church the life of Christ is channeled to the world.  
• The sacraments allow a person to participate in the divine nature. 

 
9. Help from others 

• Surplus merits earned by Christ and the saints can be transferred to those in need 
including dead loved ones in purgatory. 

• Mary earned a massive amount of excess merit that can be given to others and so 
Catholics prayer earnestly to her for help and protection in finally being saved. 

 
10. Assurance   

• Because justification and salvation are a process no person, outside of a private 
revelation, can have assurance of salvation since salvation can be lost. 
 

11. Purgatory   
• Upon death residual sin is burned away by the purifying fires of purgatory. 
• Death under unabsolved mortal sin makes a Catholic liable for eternal judgment in hell 
• But absolved mortal sin can still be purified through time in purgatory  

 
12. Participants in Salvation  

• Pre-Vatican II salvation was only for those who were part of the Roman Catholic 
Church 

• Post-Vatican II salvation can reach those of other religions, atheists, and Protestants 
who are “separated brethren.” 

 
A Summary of Why Roman Catholicism is Heretical   

 
1. An Unorthodox and Insufficient View of Scripture: 
 
2. A Diminished View of Jesus Christ:  
 
3. A Synergistic View of Salvation:  
 
4. A Works Based View of Justification and the Gospel:  
 
5. An Incomplete and Heretical View of the Atonement:  
 
6. An Exalted View of Man and Human/Church Tradition:  
 
7. An Idolatrous View of Mary and the Saints:  
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8. An Unbiblical View of Faith, Grace, and Forgiveness:  
 
9. An Extra-Biblical View of Baptism and the Sacraments: 
 
10. A False View of the Church and Her Leadership:  
 
Conclusion: 
 

1. How Should I respond? 
2. What Should I think? 
3. Never forget 

 
The Fingerprints of False Teaching:  
 

o A wrong view of Scripture: False teachers and cults will always add to Scripture 
for they view it as insufficient    
 

o A wrong view of the Savior: False teachers and cults will always subtract from 
Jesus Christ for they have a diminished view of the Lord  

 
o A wrong view of Salvation: False teachers and cults will always multiply the 

requirements for salvation because they have a synergistic man centered view of 
the gospel  

See Appendices Below:  
 

The Foundation of Truth According to Rome7 
The Holy Scriptures, Sacred Tradition, Magisterium  

 
Sacred Scripture in the mind of the Roman Catholic consist of the written Word of God. 
However, this is not the only source of authoritative revelation given by God. The unwritten oral 
tradition handed down through the Apostles is also understood to have equal authority and 
inspiration with the Scriptures. 
 
Therefore, Scripture is not the ultimate authority and often seen as subservient to the oral 
tradition so that the unwritten tradition of the Church actually has priority over the written Word 
of God. 
 
Moreover, the teachings and declarations of the Magisterium (The Pope and the bishops who are 
in communion with him) also serve as final authority for the life and practice of all Catholics! As 
one Catholic apologist said “The Roman Catholic Church is the publisher of the Bible.” (The 

 
7 This is an excerpt from an extended lesson from my Church History series where I taught on Sola Scriptura: 
Reformational Perversion or Patristic Reality. That lesson went into great detail highlighting the false view of 
Roman Catholicism regarding Scripture and how the whole man-made system is built upon oral tradition and not 
Scripture alone. See that lesson for more tools in responding to RC.   
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Roman Catholic Controversy,93). 
 
If one would question the veracity of this statement he only needs to contemplate Roman 
Catholic teachings like, purgatory, papal infallibility, veneration of saints, immaculate 
conception and the exaltation of Mary, magisterium authority, and apostolic secession which find 
no substantiation in the 66 books of the Bible. 
 
Roman Catholicism is based upon a foundation that believes the Bible is not enough, is not 
sufficient, and does not hold complete authority of the life and practice of the believer! 
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The following 2 charts are from Charts of Ancient and Medieval Church History by John Hannah, pgs. 98-99.  
 

 



Roman Catholicism: Lesson 4  

© Matt White, Belcroft Bible Church  
     September 2022  

Discipleship Training Series  
 
 

27 

 



Roman Catholicism: Lesson 4  

© Matt White, Belcroft Bible Church  
     September 2022  

Discipleship Training Series  
 
 

28 

 
Robert C. Walton. Chronological and Background Charts of Church History. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005, 

pg 27 



Roman Catholicism: Lesson 4  

© Matt White, Belcroft Bible Church  
     September 2022  

Discipleship Training Series  
 
 

29 

  
John D. Hannah. Charts of Ancient and Medieval Church History. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001, pg 143 
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John D. Hannah. Charts of Ancient and Medieval Church History. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001, pg 142 
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John D. Hannah. Charts of Ancient and Medieval Church History. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001, pg 140 
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John D. Hannah. Charts of Ancient and Medieval Church History. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001, pg 144 
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John D. Hannah. Charts of Ancient and Medieval Church History. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001, pg 146 


