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Addressing Culture with Scripture:  
Seeing and Answering the Many Faces of False Teaching  

 
False teaching has been in our world since Genesis three and has metastasized so many times 
that it fills every culture so that it manifests itself in seemingly enumerable degrees and forms. 
The Bible repeatedly warns the people of God to be on guard against all false teaching, to defend 
the true faith, and to be prepared to give answer for the hope we have in Christ. Paul’s warning 
from Colossians 2:8 needs to be heard loud and clear in the church today, “See to it that no one 
takes you captive by philosophy or empty deceit…”! Therefore, starting October 5th we will 
begin a 9-week study of specific false teachings that inundate our culture, constantly seek to 
infect our homes, and even strive to distract our ministry. The plan for this class is to not only 
see some of the primary false teachings listed here but also to equip you with a sound biblical 
defense of the truth that has been twisted by these deceptions of the devil. We are living in a 
world filled with lies but we are called to be people of the truth who graciously but boldly live 
out and declare the truth in love. May the Lord use this study to further help us to remain on 
guard as we grow in our understanding of and submission to the Scriptures.  
 
 
Date Scheduled Lesson Topic  
10/5 Prosperity Gospel / Word of Faith Movement  
10/12 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormonism)  
10/19 The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society (Jehovah Witnesses) 
10/26 Roman Catholicism & Eastern Orthodoxy   
11/2 Islam  
11/9 Mind Science Groups & New Age Spirituality  
11/16 Middle Eastern Religions (Hinduism; Buddhism…) 
11/30 Secularism & Atheism & Naturalism  
12/7 Legalism & Antinomianism & Universalism / Inclusivism  
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Islam: Is the god of Mohammad the same God of True Christianity? 
 

Intro:1 Review from last week and where we are historically 
 

• Last week we saw the fall of the Roman empire in the West which technically happened 
in 476 when Rome was sacked and came under the rule of barbarian tribesmen. However, 
the Church in Rome and subsequently the church in the West remained together and 
actually grew stronger through the political and religious leadership given by Leo I (400-
461) and eventually Gregory the Great (540-604).  
 

• Thus, through the political cleverness of Leo the I the Church of Rome was able to not 
only whether the storms of the barbarian invaders but actually helped convince some of 
them to spare Rome and its people from a complete invasion.  
 

• Through his ability to help protect and direct the people at that time and through Leo’s 
clear declaration that he was the Bishop (Pope) for the all the Churches the people looked 
away from the government and really turned to the Church for help and protection.  
 

• This reality started by Leo the I grows exponentially under Gregory the Great as he was 
able to not only lead the people and Church successfully under foreign domination but 
actually saw the Church grow greatly through missionary endeavors through many 
nations. 
 

• Thus, under Gregory the Great many of the foreign invaders actually became followers of 
the Church through the leadership and teaching of Gregory. He even saw social, 
economic and moral reforms happening across the land as they sought to rebuild 
infrastructures like roads and cities.  Therefore, the Church in many ways started to thrive 
in helping protect and direct the people and so all the people saw Gregory as the ruler of 
Rome and the surrounding area and ultimately acting as the one leader of the Church. 
  

• The teachings and theology promoted by Gregory became the practice of the Church in 
the Middle Ages as she spiraled further towards Roman Catholicism and a complete 
departure from the Scriptures. 
 

 
1 I am indebted to my Seminary class notes from Historical Theology taught by Dr. Nathan Buzenitz where many of 
these notes come from. 
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• Here are some of the theological points made by Gregory that shaped the time period.2 
o Taught that man was weakened by the fall and sin but not dead 

 
o Taught that in baptism God grants forgiving grace freely without any merit on 

man’s part but for sins committed after baptism man must make atonement by 
penance 
 

o Taught that the greater we sin the more we must do to make up for 
them…whether we have done enough we cannot know until after death 
 

o Taught that purgatory was a certain reality 
 

o Encouraged clerical celibacy  
 

o Taught the veneration of saints and to seek their help in prayer 
 

o Taught the collection and veneration of relics as an aide to deeper devotion 
 

o Taught and laid the seed bed for the “Roman Catholic Mass” as we know it. Thus, 
he taught the Eucharist is a communion with Christ whose body and blood are 
really present in the bread and wine. Feeding on them we strengthen and nourish 
our spiritual lives. He taught that at each “Mass” Christ was sacrificed again for 
the sins of those participating and even for those who were in purgatory if 
someone was participating on their behalf.  
 

• It was this theology that instigated and shaped the Church of the Middle Ages!3  
 

• It was also around this same time that another false teaching Islam came into existence 
over 2,000 miles away from Rome in Saudi Arabia. About the same time that these 
foundational seeds for Roman Catholicism were being planted Mohammed was born and 
by the age of 40 began publicly promoting his belief system we know today as Islam.       
 

 

 
2 See Church History in Plain Language by Bruce Shelly pgs. 179-181 
3 I highly recommend these two books for better understanding Roman Catholicism both historically and 
theologically, The Church of Rome at the Bar of History by William Webster; published by The Banner of Truth 
Trust. Also The Roman Catholic Controversy by James White published by Bethany House Publishers.   
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An Initial Overview of Islam:4 

• The term Islam means “submission to Allah” and “Allah” is the Arabic word for god. The 
Islamic religion is about 1400 years old having origins in the visions of Mohammad 
(A.D. 570-632, the religions chief prophet, in around A.D. 610 when he so called 
received his first revelation from “Allah.” 

• A 2015 survey (Pew Research Group) reports that 24% of the world’s population (or 
nearly 1.8 billion people) are Muslims. Almost 90% of those are Sunnis and only 10% 
are Shi’ites. 

• Islam is the second largest religion in the world after Christianity and Islam is the fastest 
growing religion in the world. Some researchers believe that if trends continue along the 
same line Islam will exceed Christianity by the end of the century.  

• Interestingly, in 2014 the National Cathedral in Washington, DC held a national joint 
service of prayer between Muslims and Christians where it was said they were praying to 
the same “god.”  

• There are 3-4 million Muslims in America. Consider how that compares to roughly 1-2 
million Jehovah Witnesses in the US.    

• There at least 20 Mosques, “Muslim place of worship”, or places of Muslim prayer 
within 13 miles or less of Bowie. One of the largest is only 3 miles from Bowie and can 
be seen Here  https://prayersconnect.com/mosques/79624-diyanet-center-of-america-
turkish-american-community-center-lanham-maryland-united-states  

• Understanding the life of Muhammed rightly is an extreme challenge as the sources from 
which the orthodox Islamic account are drawn come from at least 100 years after the 
events of his life! Furthermore, even many of those accounts show clear signs of 
legendary expansion and heightened exaggeration at best. As one writer puts it, “Most 
Muslims accept a story that is not nearly as foundationally certain as they think it is.” 
(James White, What Every Christian Needs to Know about the Qur’an, pg. 20)   

• The Islamic faith or system of belief is all built upon thier 5 major pillars which are: 1. 
The Creed (Shahada), 2. Prayer (Salat), 3. Almsgiving (Zakat), 4. Fasting (Sawm), and 5. 
Pilgrimage (Hajj).  

• Islam is built upon an alleged “prophet” who never predicted anything in that he never 
foretold the future or never performed any miracles.  

• Islam is also built upon the teachings found in the “Quran” which are said to hold the 
revelations from Allah as given to Mohammad but this book is filled with internal 

 
4 Three books I recommend for further reading on Islam and the Qur’an would be What Every Christian Needs to 
Know About the Qur’an by James R. White, published by Bethany House Publishers and The Cross in the Shadow 
of the Crescent by Erwin Lutzer, published by Harvest House Publishers. Mormons and Muslims: A Case of 
Matching Fingerprints by Dennis Kirkland, published by xulon press.  
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contradictions, historical inaccuracies, and is riddled with errors and yet this book claims 
to be inspired by Allah and a replacement of earlier sacred texts like the Torah, Pslams of 
David, and the Gospels.   

• Islam is monotheistic (belief in one god) and utterly denies any sense of the tri-unity of 
God (trinity). Allah has no son, is unknowable, ever changing, a dominant master and 
sovereign, a very angry god who only gives conditional love to his subjects. The Quran 
even describes Allah as a “schemer and deceiver” (S: 4:142). 

• Allah will deceive people and even cause them to sin so that he can ultimately destroy 
them (S.17:16) and he promises sexual pleasures to his followers (S. 78:31-34).  

• Thus, Islam denies the deity of Christ but does see Jesus as a good prophet of Allah but 
Mohammad is the supreme prophet.  

• Islam denies that Jesus died on the cross for he was replaced by someone else in his 
likeness and therefore he was never raised from then dead.  

• Islam teaches clearly a salvation (going to Paradise or heaven) by works of which there is 
never any assurance unless you are martyred.  

• Islam rightfully understood is more than a “religion” as most modern people would 
understand that term in meaning “something added to your life.” Islam requires that it 
become the center and full meaning of all of life as you try to please Allah and get into 
heaven. Islam rightfully understood is exhausting and brings no real or lasting comfort, 
peace or hope in this life.   

 

 
I. The Historical Roots of this False Teaching5 
 

Mohammed was born in Mecca in 570 and grew up as a camel shepherd-boy but went through 
some very terrible times in his family. His father died before he was born and his mother died 
when he was just 6 years old. His grandfather became his main caregiver and then it was uncle 
(Abu Talib) who taught and cared for the young boy to adulthood. Beyond these tragedies as a 
child Muhammed lived a normal life as a young man who eventually became a wealthy merchant 
who refused to partake in many of the pagan rituals that filled his hometown of “Mecca.” At 25 
years old, he married his first wife who was a 40-year-old and her name was Khadijah. She bore 
him 6 children, 2 boys and 4 girls, but the boys both died in infancy. The girls followed 
eventually followed in their father’s footsteps in the Islamic religion.  

 
5 Much of this material came from my Seminary notes on Historical Theology taught be Dr. Nathan Busenitz.  
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The pagan Arab religion and worship at 
the Kabah that housed the black stone 
played a major role in instigating 
Mohammed’s views. The Kabah is the 
holiest site of worship for Muslims and 
believed by them to have been 
established by Abraham and Ishmael as 
the site of true worship to the one true 
God. The kabah was an Arab place of 
pagan worship long before Muhammad 
was born, and Islam was established. 
Mohammad was deeply impacted by 
what happened in and around the Kabah 
in Mecca.  

Today this cube like block structure is 
the focal point for Muslim worship, and 
we often see it portrayed in media 
stories about Islam. Before Muhammad, 

however, this famous shrine was the center of polytheistic worship in Arabia. Camel caravans 
and Bedouin tribes from the desert went there to offer sacrifices and pay homage to the sacred 
objects and local deities. The Kabah was a veritable pantheon of such deities - 360 in all, one for 
nearly every day of the year. We know the names of some of these gods. Three of them Allat, 
Al-Uzza, and Manat - were acclaimed by the pagans of Mecca to be the "daughters of Allah" 
(53:19-20). The idea that the Almighty God of Creation should cohabit with mortals and produce 
progeny was anathema to Muhammad. "What! Shall you have sons, and Allah daughters?" he 
asked in derision (53:21). It was the mission of Muhammad to destroy this kind of idolatry 
root and branch. (Timothy George) 

Interestingly, Mohammed had frequent epileptic attacks. At first, he thought this was the devil 
but at age 40, he said it was “god” communicating to him (610).  He said “god” was transmitting 
visions to him through his wife Khadija. The message was that Mohammed was the prophet of 
the Arabian god Allah.  Belief in Allah already existed many years before. One writers says… 

"Mohammed was endowed with a nervous constitution and a lively imagination. It 
was not at all unnatural for him to come after a time to regard himself as actually 
called of God to build up his people in a new faith. Mohammed, as we gather from 
the oldest and most trust-worthy narratives, was an epileptic, and as such, was 
considered to be possessed of evil spirits. At first, he believed the sayings, but 
gradually he came to the conclusion, confirmed by his friends, that demons had no 
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power over so pure and pious a man as he was, and he conceived the idea that he was 
not controlled by evil spirits, but that he was visited by angels whom he, disposed to 
hallucinations, a vision, an audition, afflicted with the morbid state of body mind, saw 
in dreams. Or even while awake, conceived he saw. What seemed to him good and 
true after such epileptic attacks, he esteemed revelation in which he, at least in the 
first stage of his pathetic course, firmly believed and which imparted to his pensive, 
variable character, the necessary courage and endurance to brave all mortifications 
and perils." (McClintock Vol 6: 406) 
 

Note:  Allah was an old High god viewed as the true god. The Koran rewrites history to 
include Allah as the god of national Israel.  The place of the O.T. was added later to 
accommodate opposition to Mohammedanism teaching.   
 

It was at this time that he began to preach publicly and attract followers. It was his followers who 
wrote down his words in the Qur’an. He reportedly received his revelations from an angel who 
was named “Gabriel.”  

The Prophet, Mohammed, was active in Mecca and Medina (both in western part of modern 
Saudi Arabia, along the Red Sea) with his new faith.  Many followed and many opposed.  His 
preaching was not well received and, thus, he resorted to propaganda.  In Medina (620) he 
became a ruler and legislator. In 620, Khadija died and Mohammed married 2 wives, then built 
his harem to 12 wives.  

Mohammed finally launched a military campaign to subdue the world.  With his army of 305 
followers and the motto "Islam, tribute or the sword", he began to attack (630). In one day, his 
men massacred 600 resisting Jews while enslaving the women and children. By 632 he assaulted 
Mecca, destroying 360 idols and capturing the Kaaba (famous black stone).  The Kaaba being an 
ancient stone of pagan worship.  Islam then taught that Abraham built the Kaaba with the help of 
Ishmael. All of Arabia recognized Mohammed as ruler.   

When he died in 632, he was planning a great campaign against the Eastern empire. After his 
death, there was disagreement about who would succeed him as the Muslim leader. Abu Bakr, 
one of Muhammad’s closest friends, emerged as the new leader (or “caliph”); he died in 634. He 
was succeeded by Umar ibn al-Khattab, Uthman ibn al-Khattab, and finally Ali ibn Abi Talib 
(Ali was the cousin and son-in-law of Muhammad); all 3 of these early Muslim leaders were 
assassinated (Umar in 644; Uthman in 656; and Ali in 661). Ali was also involved in the first 
Muslim Civil War (or “First Fitna”). Under these four successors of Muhammad; (known as the 
“Rightly Guided Caliphs”), the Muslim Empire grew quickly into the Persian and Byzantine 
(Eastern Roman) Empires. After Ali’s death, Mu’awiyah (a governor) seized control; this began 
the Umayyad Dynasty.  
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When Muhammad died, there was some disagreement as to whether or not Abu Bakr should be 
the leader; or whether Ali (Muhammad’s son-in-law) should have succeeded him immediately. 
Those who embraced the leadership of Abu, Umar, and Uthman are known as Sunni Muslims. 
Those who embraced only the leadership of Ali are known as Shi’ite Muslims. The Shi’ite 
followers believe Mohammed’s successors are the Imams (Sinless).  

II. Some Core Precepts and Tenants of this False Teaching6 

1. The Koran (Qur'an) (recitations) 
 
• It contains material drawn from Judaism and Christianity--characteristics of 6th 

century Arabs in Mecca.  For many years, it only existed in Arabic but recently was 
translated into English made up of 114 “Surah’s” (chapters).  No translations are 
considered authorized or authoritative. 

 
• Supposedly given by Gabriel over a twenty-two year period. (610-632) 

 
• Basic to the Muslim faith is The LAW (Shari'a) which is understood as common law 

rather than civil law (e.g. U.S. Law).  The law is understood as a total way of life as 
explicitly or implicitly commanded by God.  It is at this point that Shi'ites and 
Sunnites do not agree.  
 

• Four Key words to understanding the Qur’an (Mormans and Muslims, Kirkland, 35-
43) 
o Revelation: Muslim’s believe the Qur’an is new and the final revelation from 

Allah. They believe the Qur’an is perfect and the “Mother” of all books (Surah 
43:3). They believe the OT and NT Scriptures were corrupted by the Jews and 
Christians and this is the ultimate Word from God.  
 

o Inspiration: They believe it was given through the angel Gabriel as Allah is too 
great, wise, and most high to speak directly to man. So Allah speaks through a 
veil or through a spokesperson who relays the message. This to the Muslim is 
how they describe “inspiration.” How did Mohammed experience this inspiration? 
§ He would sweat vigorously when the revelations came, according to his wife 

Aisha. There was a sound of bells ringing in his ears. He would become 
greatly upset and his face contort. He would shiver, his mouth would foam, 
and he would roar like a camel. 

 
6 These notes adapted from Jim Stitzinger’s class syllabus notes. 
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§ “Inspiration” or Wahy would come to him in dreams while sleeping 
§ At times the inspiration would come to him while he was awake in visions 
§ Other times he saw the angel in the form of a tall young man and other times 

he actually saw angels 
§ Once he was taken through the “seven heavens” to receive the revelation 
§ At other times Allah spoke to him from behind a veil 

 
o Recitations: The word “Qur’an means recitations. Thus, the Qur’an is a 

“recitation” of what Allah told Gabriel to tell Mohammed. The Qur’an is basically 
made up of 114 verses which are actually the sayings that Mohammed “recited” 
while exhibiting that wild behavior that sounds much like having a seizure.  
 

o Compilation: The Qur’an is therefore a compilation of the sayings of Mohammed 
that were either memorized and written down by his followers as they heard him 
“reciting” during the time he received the revelation from Allah. His followers 
would often write down what he was reciting on anything they could find. 
However, it did not take long before there were discrepancies between what 
people wrote and remembered Mohammed say. Thus, there was an endeavor to 
establish an “official” copy of Mohammed’s recitations. This official copy 
became known as the Qur’an. Four official copies were made and kept in strategic 
places with all other writings that disagreed with the official copy being 
destroyed! However, there were still a number errors and discrepancies found in 
the text which at one point you could find seven different readings of the Qur’an 
until it has was narrowed down to one or two.  

 
2. The 6 Articles of Faith: 

 
• God:  There is only one God who is Allah.  He is all powerful but not personal and 

cannot be known. 
 

• Angels:  Existence of angels is fundamental.  The angel Gabriel appeared to 
Muhammad. 

 
• Scripture:  There are four inspired books: Torah of Moses, Psalms of David, Gospel 

of Jesus Christ, and the Koran.  Only the last was not corrupted by Jews and 
Christians and thus stands. 

 
• Prophets:  God has spoken through six great prophets: Adam, Noah, Abraham, 

Moses, Jesus and Muhammad.  Muhammad is last and greatest. 
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• The Last Days:  These will be days of resurrection and judgment.  Those who obey 

receive Paradise and pleasure, those who do not will be tormented in hell. 
 
• Fate:  All is predestinated and life is mere fatalism as one lives out his fate. The 

decrees of God (Kismet) are a central teaching of Islam. 

 
3. Five pillars of the faith: (essential for salvation) 

 
• Profession of the faith or Creed (Kalima) – “There is no god but Allah, and 

Mohammed is his prophet.”  Shi'ites enforce/evangelize by force at the behest of the 
Imam.  Factions among Sunnites prevent their uniting in war. 

 
• Worship (Namaz)—ritual prayer-5 times per day facing Mecca. 

 
• Almsgiving (Zakat)—to own people (deeds and rights of love). 

 
• Fasting (Ramadan)—during the month of Ramadan (fast during the day and eat at 

night). 
 
• Pilgrimage (Hajj)—to Mecca one in a lifetime.  Activities include visiting the Sacred 

Mosque and kissing the Black Stone (Ka'aba); a form of worship. 

NOTE: A sixth duty is Jihad, the Holy War.  This duty requires one to go to war to 
spread Islam or defend it against infidels.  Those who die in Jihad are   guaranteed 
eternal life in Paradise. 

 
III. Evaluating Some Core Tenants of this False Teaching with Scripture  

 
• God: a stern monotheism-only true god; all others are idols.  The Trinity is hated.  

A “god” who is unknowable is described in the Koran as if he can be known! 
 

• Christ: a prophet only (you are an infidel if you teach the deity of Christ.)  You 
will thus be tortured and damned in hell. 

 
• Salvation: salvation by works, prayer, fasting, alms, etc. 

 
• Heavens: teach a resurrection and a sensuous paradise where these things abound: 

women, food, perfume, (non-alcoholic drinks).  Men recline on soft couches and 
receive wine from maidens.  They may marry as many maidens as they please. 
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• Hell:  A place of torment where unbelievers and sinners will burn in fire. 

 
• Alms:  The required giving at least 1/14 of one's income to one in need.  This is 

duty and does not require thanks or appreciation as the one receiving helps 
provide salvation for the one giving. 

 
• Ethics: fasting, prayer, no alcoholic drinks 

 
• Polygamy and concubines were practiced by Mohammed and encouraged.  

Monogamy is increasing, however, but prostitution is also. 
 

• Slavery is practical and approved. 
 

• Killing of unbelievers is sacred.  Those who die in battle go right to the sensual 
heaven.  Men were enthusiastic to lay down their lives for the cause. 

 
• Church and State are inseparable. There is no religious liberty. 

 
 

Conclusion: 
 

1. How Should I respond? 
 
• Do not insult 
• Avoid arguments 
• Avoid anger 
• Demonstrate the fear of the Lord when you talk about God 
• Speak individually if you can 
• Develop a relationship if you can 
• Stay on the subject of the gospel  
• Avoid politics 
• Quote and refer Scripture with joy and nonstop 
• Answer the objections with gentleness and Scripture 

 
2. What Should I think? 

• Muslims are simply sinners in need of Christ just like every single human ever 
born including yourself. 

• The Bible is all you need and the gospel is what everyone including every Muslim 
needs.  
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• Ask good questions that get to the heart of the matter like…7 
o Do you believe the Quran to be inspired? Then ask if the other sacred 

writings as seen by Muslims were inspired by God? Then ask why they 
believe the Quran remains uncorrupted since Allah could not keep the 
other books from being infected?  

o Ask them if Allah cannot be ultimately known than how can you know 
him through the Quran? 

o Are you sure you will go to heaven? 
o Does Allah still love you even when do wrong? 
o Is there anything in Christianity that if you found it to true would cause 

you to be a follower of Christ?  
o Have you ever read the Bible? 
o Do you ever get tired of trying to earn your way to heaven? 

 
Point them to the love of God as given to repentant sinners in Christ…this is often most 
appealing to Muslims as this is utterly opposite of Allah!  
 

3. Never forget 
 
The Fingerprints of False Teaching:  
 

o A wrong view of Scripture: False teachers and cults will always add to Scripture 
for they view it as insufficient    
 

o A wrong view of the Savior: False teachers and cults will always subtract from 
Jesus Christ for they have a diminished view of the Lord  

 
o A wrong view of Salvation: False teachers and cults will always multiply the 

requirements for salvation because they have a synergistic man centered view of 
the gospel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7 See book World Religions and Cults: Counterfeits of Christinaity, Vol 1. From which some of these questions 
came from. This is an excellent and extensive series. 
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Comparison Chart between Christianity and Islamic Doctrine 

(Chart from www.carm.org; It reflects a general representation of Islamic beliefs) 
  

Christianity Islam 
Afterlife Christians will be with the Lord in heaven (Phil. 1:21-

24), in our resurrected bodies (1 Cor. 15:50-58). Non-
Christians will be cast into hell forever (Matt. 25:46). 

There is an afterlife (75:12) experienced as 
either an ideal life of Paradise (29:64), for 
faithful Muslims or Hell for those who are 
not. 

Angels Created beings, non-human, some of which, fell into 
sin and became evil. They are very powerful. The 
unfallen angels carry out the will of God. 

Created beings without free will that serve 
God. Angels were created from light. 

Atonement The sacrifice of Christ on the cross (1 Pet. 2:24) 
whereby His blood becomes the sacrifice that turns 
away the wrath of God (1 John 2:2) from the sinner 
when the sinner receives (John 1:12), by faith (Rom. 
5:1), the work of Christ on the cross. 

There is no atonement work in Islam other 
than a sincere confession of sin and 
repentance by the sinner. 

Bible The inspired and inerrant word of God in the original 
manuscripts (2 Tim. 3:16). 

Respected word of the prophets but the 
Bible has been corrupted through the 
centuries and is only correct in so far as it 
agrees with the Koran. 

Crucifixion The place where Jesus atoned for the sins of the 
world. It is only through this sacrifice that anyone can 
be saved from the wrath of God (1 Pet. 2:24). 

Jesus did not die on the cross. Instead, God 
allowed Judas to look like Jesus and he was 
crucified instead. 

Devil A fallen Angel who opposes God in all ways. He also 
seeks to destroy humanity (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezek. 
28:13-15). 

Iblis, a fallen jinn. Jinn are not angels nor 
men, but created beings with free wills. 
Jinn were created from fire, (2:268; 114:1-
6). 

God God is a trinity of persons: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. The Trinity is not three gods in one god, nor is 
it one person who took three forms. Trinitarianism is 
strictly monotheistic. There is no other God in 
existence. 

God is known as Allah. Allah is one 
person, a strict unity. There is no other God 
in existence. He is the creator of the 
universe (3:191), sovereign over all (6:61-
62). 

Heaven 
(Paradise) 

The place where God dwells. Heaven is the eventual 
home of the Christians who are saved by God's grace. 
It is heaven because it is where God is and Christians 
will enjoy eternal Fellowship with Him. 

Paradise to Muslims, a place of 
unimaginable bliss (32:17), a garden with 
trees and food (13:35;15:45-48) where the 
desires of faithful Muslims are met, (3:133; 
9:38; 13:35; 39:34; 43:71; 53:13-15). 

Hell A place of torment in fire out of the presence of God. 
There is no escape from Hell (Matt. 25:46). 

Hell is a place of eternal punishment and 
torment (14:17; 25:65; 39:26), in fire 
(104:6-7) for those who are not Muslims 
(3:131) as well as those who were and 
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whose works and faith were not sufficient 
(14:17; 25:65; 104:6-7). 

Holy Spirit Third person of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit is fully 
God in nature. 

The arch-angel Gabriel who delivered the 
words of the Koran to Muhammad. 

Jesus Second person of the Trinity. He is the word who 
became flesh (John 1:1, 14). He is both God and man 
(Col. 2:9). 

A very great prophet, second only to 
Muhammad. Jesus is not the son of God 
(9:30) and certainly is not divine (5:17, 
75)) and he was not crucified (4:157). 

Judgment 
Day 

Occurs on the day of resurrection (John 12;48) where 
God will judge all people. Christians go to heaven. 
All others to hell (Matt. 25:46). 

Occurs on the day of resurrection where 
God will judge all people. Muslims go to 
paradise (3:142, 183-185, 198). All others 
to hell (3:196-197). Judgment is based on a 
person's deeds (5:9; 42:26; 8:29). 

Koran, The The work of Muhammad. It is not inspired, nor is it 
scripture. There is no verification for its accurate 
transmission from the originals. 

The final revelation of God to all of 
mankind given through the archangel 
Gabriel to Muhammad over a 23 year 
period. It is without error and guarded from 
error by Allah. 

Man Made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26). This does not 
mean that God has a body, but that man is made like 
God in abilities (reason, faith, love, etc.). 

Not made in the image of God (42:11). 
Man is made out of the dust of the earth 
(23:12) and Allah breathed life into man 
(32:9; 15:29). 

Muhammad 
A non-inspired man born in 570 in Mecca who 
started the Islamic religion. 

The last and greatest of all prophets of 
Allah whose Qur'an is the greatest of all 
inspired books. 

Original Sin This is a term used to describe the effect of Adam's 
sin on his descendants (Rom. 5:12-23). Specifically, 
it is our inheritance of a sinful nature from Adam. 
The sinful nature originated with Adam and is passed 
down from parent to child. We are by nature children 
of wrath (Eph. 2:3). 

There is no original sin. All people are 
sinless until they rebel against God. They 
do not have sinful natures. 

Resurrection Bodily resurrection of all people, non-Christians to 
damnation and Christians are resurrected to eternal 
life (1 Cor. 15:50-58). 

Bodily resurrection, some to heaven, some 
to hell (3:77; 15:25;75:36-40; 22:6). 

Salvation A free gift of God (Eph. 2:8-9) to the person who 
trusts in Christ and His sacrifice on the cross. He is 
our mediator (1 Tim. 2:5). No works are sufficient in 
any way to merit salvation since our works are all 
unacceptable to God (Isaiah 64:6). 

Forgiveness of sins is obtained by Allah's 
grace without a mediator. The Muslim must 
believe Allah exists, believe in the 
fundamental doctrines of Islam, believe 
that Muhammad is his prophet, and follow 
the commands of Allah given in the Koran. 

Son of God A term used to designate that Jesus is divine though 
he is not the literal son of God in a physical sense 
(John 5:18). 

A literal son of God. Therefore, Jesus 
cannot be the son of Allah. 
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Trinity One God in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit 

The Father, Jesus, and Mary 

Word, The "In the beginning was the word and the word was 
with God and the word was God...and the word 
became flesh and dwelt among us..." (John 1:1, 14). 

Allah's command of existence which 
resulted in Jesus being formed in the womb 
of Mary. 

 

ADDENDUM8  
ADDITIONAL ANALYSIS OF THE QURAN 

From ‘Reasons We Believe’ 
 

The God of the Bible describes Himself as one who is incomparable. “To whom then will you 

liken God, or what likeness compare with him? . . . ‘To whom then will you compare me that I 

should be like him? says the Holy One’” (Isaiah 40:18, 25; cf. Exodus 15:11; Deuteronomy 3:24; 

Psalm 89:6). Later in Isaiah, God again asks, “To whom will you liken me and make me equal, 

and compare me, that we may be alike?” (Isaiah 46:5). 

Though the answer is obvious, the Bible answers those questions without hesitation: 

“There is none holy like the LORD; there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God” (1 

Samuel 2:2). “Therefore you are great, O LORD GOD. For there is none like you, and there is no 

God besides you” (2 Samuel 7:22). “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven 

above or on earth beneath” (1 Kings 8:23a). “There is none like you, O LORD; you are great and 

your name is great in might” (Jeremiah 10:6). Many other passages could be cited, but the point 

is clear. The God of the Bible is unlike anything in His creation, or any other supposed deity. In 

the words of David, “There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works 

like yours. . . . For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.” (Psalm 86:8–10) 

 
8 This addendum is an excerpt from Dr. Nathan Busenitz book on apologetics entitled ‘Reasons We Believe’ 
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It follows, then, that because God is unique (being infinitely greater than any other 

imagined “god”), that His Word would also be unique (among every other religious book). An 

examination of His Word should “leave little question about the uniqueness of the Bible among 

all human writings, including the most revered scriptures of other religions.”9 If it is indeed the 

Word of God, than the self-authenticating voice of God will necessarily shine through.10  

We could easily point out some of the Bible’s amazing characteristics: its historical 

credibility, prophetic accuracy, consistent message, profound richness, moral ethic, and spiritual 

power. But how does it compare to other religious books? Is the Bible unique? Or are there other 

scriptures that come close? Theology professor Robert Saucy frames the discussion with these 

words, “If we are to hear the voice of God, His Word should be manifestly unique. If we 

compare the Bible with the other claimants, that is exactly what we find. The Scriptures bear the 

marks of a supernatural book.”11 

For the sake of space, we will look at the Qur’an, which some regard as the Bible’s 

closest “competitor” (and which over one billion Muslims believe to be the word of God). As the 

central religious text of the Islamic faith, the Qur’an is believed by Muslims to be “the last book 

 
9 Robert L. Saucy, “How else is the Bible Unique?” 48–49.  

 
10 Cf. Robert L. Saucy, “Are the Bible’s Teachings Unique?” 35–42 in Understanding Christian Theology 

edited by Charles R. Swindoll and Roy B. Zuck (Nashville, Tenn.: Thomas Nelson, 2003). On page 35 he writes, 
“Since these various writings [of different religions] have differing messages, they cannot all be from God, who 
cannot lie. How then can we know which ‘scripture’ is in reality the voice of God? We cannot, of course, appeal to 
some higher authority [than God Himself] . . . [Thus,] the voice of God to us must be self-authenticating. That is, 
when God addresses us as His creatures, we must be able to recognize His words as the voice of God. They must 
stand out from other words.”  
 

11 Robert L. Saucy, Is the Bible Reliable? (Wheaton, Ill: Victor Books, 1978), 31. In his chapter on “The 
Uniqueness of the Bible,” Saucy notes that the teachings of the Bible, the biblical account of man, the biblical 
concept of salvation, the evidence of prophecy, the unity of the Bible, and the influence of the Bible all mark it as 
unique.  
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of guidance from Allah, sent down to Muhammad (pbuh) through the angel Gabriel (Jibra’il). 

Every word of the Qur’an is the word of Allah.”12  

But did the Qur’an truly come from God? 

The Qur’an teaches that previous revelation also came from God, including the writings 

of Moses (2:87; 3:3), David (4:163), and the gospel of Jesus (5:46–48). Elsewhere the Qur’an 

affirms these previous scriptures (2:91; 3:14, 84; 4:47), asserting that God has protected his 

revelation in them (5:48; 18:28). It also teaches that “Muhammad is to consult the scriptures 

already revealed if he is in doubt about what is revealed to him” (10:94–95).13 Thus, the Qur’an 

claims to be in perfect harmony with the revelation God gave earlier through Moses, David, and 

Jesus (2:136). 

When confronted with the fact that the Qur’an is at odds with the Old and New 

Testaments, Muslims contend that it is the Bible that has been corrupted.14 Hence, it is 

argued, the Jewish and Christian scriptures have been tainted, not the Qur’an. But there are 

significant problems with this claim. 

For starters, the Qur’an implies that the Old Testament was trustworthy at the time of 

Mary (66:12), John the Baptist (19:12), Jesus (3:48–50; 5:113; 61:6), and even at the time of its 

own composition, since it commands Jews and Christians to follow what had been revealed to 

them in their Scriptures (5:47, 68). The Qur’an also claims that the gospel confirms the truth of 

the Torah (5:49), and calls Jews and Christians “People of the Scripture” (2:44, 113, 121; 3:78, 

 
12 Ghulam Sarwar, Islam: A Brief Guide. Cited from Colin Chapman, Cross and Crescent (Downer’s 

Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 2003), 84. 
13 Collin G. Chapman, Cross and Crescent (Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP, 2003), 92. 
14 For a full discussion on this topic, see Chawkat Moucarry, The Prophet and the Messiah (Downers 

Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 2001). 
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79; 5:43; 6:92; 7:157; 10:95). Steven Masood, who converted to Christianity from a sectarian 

Muslim background, notes that, 

The Qur’an testifies that its main purpose is to provide a revelation for Arabic speaking 
people, who could not understand (or did not have access to) the Scriptures of the Jews 
and Christians (Surah 46:11–12; 41:2–3; 20:112; 39:29; 12:2). There is no suggestion 
that this new revelation (the Qur’an) was needed to replace any corrupted Scripture. In 
fact, the Qur’an claimed to be a verification of the earlier revelations such as in the Torah 
and the Gospel, that went before it (Surah 10:37; 12:111).15 
 

The Qur’an thus implies that the Old and New Testaments had not yet been “corrupted” when 

the Qur’an was completed (in the late sixth or early seventh century). 

Moreover, the Qur’an claims “to be the guardian of previous Scriptures, therefore any 

Muslim who claims that there has been a corruption of the text of the Torah [of Moses] or the 

Injil [Gospel] also, inevitably, charges the Qur’an with failure in its role in ‘guarding’ them 

(Surah 5:48).”16 The Qur’an therefore bears witness to the veracity of the Old and New 

Testaments, at least as they existed in the sixth century A.D. 

The Qur’an says that no one can change the Word of God. If the Jews did corrupt the 
Word of God then it would mean that the Qur’anic statement is unreliable, a concept that 
would be blasphemy to Muslims. The only possible conclusion in the light of the Qur’an 
is therefore that the copies of the pre-Islamic Scriptures (known as the Torah and the 
Injil) were available in the days of Muhammad as they are available today i.e. that they 
are valid. Since Christians have ample documentary evidence from before Muhammad’s 
time, they can confidently assert that their Scriptures are trustworthy.17 
 

 

15 Steven Masood, The Bible and the Qur’an (Cumbria, UK: Authentic Media, 2002), 70-71. Dr. Masood 
was converted to Christianity from a sectarian Muslim background and has taught comparative religions courses at 
Columbia International University. 

16 Ibid., 72. 
 
17 Ibid., 80-81. 
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This, then presents a major problem for those who hold to the inerrant inspiration of the 

Qur’an, especially when one considers the textual evidence for the Bible. The papyri and older 

manuscripts of the New Testament, as well as the translation of the Latin Vulgate, the work of 

Origen on the Old Testament text, the Syriac Peshitta translation of both testaments, the Greek 

translations of the Old Testament in the Septuagint, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the Samaritan 

Pentateuch all predate the Qur’an and demonstrate that the texts of the Old and New Testaments 

that existed when the Qur’an was written are the same texts we still have today. No major 

changes (especially of the nature demanded by Muslim beliefs) have been made to the Bible in 

its entire history, either before or after the Qur’an.18 

By its own admission, the Qur’an must be consistent with previous revelation from God. 

But it does not take long to see that the Bible and the Qur’an are not compatible. [This] “should 

come as no surprise to well-informed Muslims who know that, in the final analysis, the claims of 

Christianity and Islam are incompatible,” writes Syrian-born scholar Chawkat Moucarry, who 

earned his doctorate in Islamic studies from the University of Sorbonne, Paris. “This 

incompatibility is behind the Islamic assumption that, in one way or another, the Bible has been 

corrupted.”19 When it is demonstrated that the Bible has not been corrupted, both from the claims 

of the Qur’an and from the textual evidence for the Bible, it is the Qur’an—not the Bible—that is 

discredited. 

 
18 This paragraph adapted from correspondence with William D. Barrick, Professor of Old Testament at 

The Master’s Seminary. Dr. Barrick spent two decades as a missionary in Bangladesh, a predominantly Muslim 
country, and has given seminars on Islamic teachings and practice. 

 
19 Chawkat Moucarry, The Prophet and the Messiah, 264. 
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In addition to being incompatible with previous revelation from God, the Qur’an contains 

its own internal contradictions, such as urging religious tolerance in one place (2:256) and then 

commanding Muslims to fight and kill those who do not believe (9:29; 9:5). In another place 

(7:54 and 32:4), the Qur’an claims that the earth was made in six days. But in 41:9–12, it teaches 

that eight days were needed to create the world.20 

The Qur’an also purports certain scientific inaccuracies, claiming that human beings are 

formed from a clot of blood (23:14), that the sun rests in a muddy spring in the west (18:86), that 

mountains were created to hold down the earth and prevent earthquakes (31:10-11; cf. 16:15; 

21:31; 78:6-7; 88:17, 19), that there are literally seven heavens (2:29; 17:44; 41:12; 23:17, 86; 

67:3; 71:15-16), and that meteors are a form of divine retribution being hurled at devils who 

might try to spy on the heavenly council (37:6-10; 72:8-9; cf.15:16-18; 67:5; 86:2-3).21 

The Qur’an contains historical errors as well. As one non-Christian author explains, 

At sura 40.38; the Koran mistakenly identifies Haman, who in reality was the minister of 
the Persian King Ahasuerus (mentioned in the book of Esther), as the minister of the 
Pharoah [sic] at the time of Moses. 

We have already noted the confusion of Mary, the mother of Jesus, with the Mary 
who was the sister of Moses and Aaron. At sura 2.249, 250 there is obviously a confusion 
between the story of Saul as told therein, and the account of Gideon in Judg. 7.5. 

The account of Alexander the Great in the Koran (18.82) is hopelessly confused 
historically; we are certain it was based on the Romance of Alexander. At any rate, the 
Macedonian was not a Muslim and did not live to an old age, nor was he a contemporary 
of Abraham, as Muslims contend. 22 

 
Examples such as these undermine the Qur’an’s claim to be the word of God. 

 
20 For more on this point, see Norman L. Geisler and Abdul Saleeb, Answering Islam (Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 2002), 201-203. 
21 Ibid, 203-205. Several examples also taken from William Campbell, The Qur’an and the Bible in the 

Light of History & Science (Middle East Resources, 2002), section 4 chapter 2. 
 
22 Ibn Warraq, Why I Am Not a Muslim (Amherst, New York: Prometheus Books, 1995), 158 – 59. In What 

the Koran Really Says (Amherst, New York: Prometheus Books, 2002), Warraq shows additional evidence of 
contradictions, obscurities, and inaccuracies in the Qur’an. 
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If space permitted, we could also consider other religious texts, such as the Hindu Veda 

or the Book of Mormon. In each case, we would again find that the supposed inspired text falls 

far short of the Bible. Consider, as just one example, the test of predictive prophecy. . . . 

Perhaps the greatest difference between the Bible and all other religious books is that the 

Bible teaches a message of salvation by grace, whereas every other religious system teaches 

salvation by human works (Micah 7:18; Ephesians 2:4–10; Titus 3:3–7). “All other religions we 

know of teach salvation by meritorious works. Christianity is the only religion that teaches 

salvation solely by grace through faith alone.”23 This again is evidence of the uniqueness of the 

true God and His true Word, the Bible. As theology professor Robert Saucy concludes, “Such 

salvation is so strange to the natural man and yet so grand and satisfying to the deep aspirations 

in the hearts of all people that it cannot have been authored by mere humans.”24 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
23 John Ankerberg and John Weldon, Fast Facts on Defending Your Faith (Eugene, Ore., Harvest House, 

2002), 32. 
 

24 Robert L. Saucy, “Are the Bible’s Teachings Unique?” 42. 


