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Godliness: Preparing to use the Sword 101  
“Take… the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” 

(1-15-21) 
 

TAKE THE SWORD! No longer is it, talk and debate! No longer is it, parley and compromise! 
The word of thunder is— Take the sword. The Captain’s voice is clear as a trumpet— Take the 
sword! No Christian man here will have been obedient to our text unless with clear, sharp, and 
decisive firmness, courage, and resolve, he takes the sword. We must go to heaven sword in 
hand, all the way. TAKE THE SWORD. Charles Haddon Spurgeon  
 
The Bible is not merely to be repeated and known but to be lived and felt. Martin Luther  
 
You see, we frequently come to the Bible to study it, to teach it, to preach it, to outline it, everything 
except to be changed by it. Howard Hendricks  
 
To use the words of Hodge and Warfield, the exegete is after what the author “intended to 
affirm.” It is nothing short of disastrous for the authority of Scripture to say, “The author may 
not have intended this, but I think the text means this anyway” 
 
A text cannot mean [now] what it never meant [then]. Or to put that in a positive way, the true 
meaning of the biblical text for us is what God originally intended it to mean when it was first 
spoken. Gordon Fee 
 
The Word is the Magna Carta from heaven; we should be daily reading over this charter. The 
Word shows what is truth and what is error. It is the field where the pearl of price is hidden. How 
we should dig for this pearl! A godly man’s heart is the library to hold the Word of God; it 
dwells richly in him (Col 3:16). Thomas Watson  
 
The best evidence of our having the truth is our walking in the truth. Matthew Henry  
 
Truth is the agreement of our ideas with the ideas of God. Jonathon Edwards  
 
The Church today is quite possibly more susceptible to false teachers, doctrinal saboteurs, and 
spiritual terrorism than any other generation in church history. Biblical ignorance within the 
church may well be deeper and more widespread that at the any other time since the Protestant 
Reformation.  John MacArthur 

For as the aged, or those whose sight is defective, when any book, however fair, is set before 
them, though they perceive that there is something written, are scarcely able to make out two 
consecutive words, but, when aided by glasses, begin to read distinctly, so Scripture, gathering 
together the impressions of Deity, which, till then, lay confused in our minds, dissipates the 
darkness, and shows us the true God clearly. John Calvin  
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Review (Lesson 5): The godly man is above all else a man of what (Ps 1:2; 51:6; 86:11; 119:43; 
Mt 4:4 cf. Dt 8:3; Ezra 7:10; 2 Cor 13:8; Js 1:22-25)? Jesus Christ declared that His followers 
were people of the what (Jn 18:37 cf. Jn 4:23-24; 8:32; 16:13; 17:17)? A godly man loves what 
(2 Thess 2:10)? A godly man obeys what (1 Pet 1:22)? A godly man declares what (2 Tim 2:15 
& 4:3)? A godly man defends what (2 Cor 13:8 cf. 1 Tim 3:15)? A godly man speaks what (Eph 
4:15, 25)? A godly man adorns what (Titus 2:10 cf. Eph 6:14)? A godly man believes what (1 
Tim 4:3)? A godly man walks in what (3 Jn 4)? A godly man abides in what (2 Jn 2)? A godly 
man rejoices in what 1 Cor 13:6)? A godly man worships God in what (Jn 4:23-24)? A godly 
man professes and practices what (1 Jn 1:6)? A godly man is controlled by what (1 Jn 2:4)? A 
godly man fights temptation with what (Mt 4:4)?  
 
Lesson 6: Using the Sword 101…What Must We Do with the Word? 
 
~ “Training” in I Tim 4:7 means what and demands what of every believer? Read Ezra 7:10 and 
explain what is clear about this man of God? Where did the handling of God’s Word begin for 
Ezra and what pattern was clearly displayed in his life and practice? What is God’s ultimate 
purpose in revealing Himself to man through creation (general) and through His Word (special) 
(Ps 19:1-14; Jn 1:1-18; 17:3; Rom 1:18-23; 12:1-2; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet 1:3-4; Heb 1:1-2)? 
What should be our goal when reading and studying God’s Word? Are there wrongs motives in 
and wrongs ways to handle God’s Word (Js 1:22-23; 2 Cor 2:17; 4:2; Titus 1:11; 2 Pet 3:16; cf. 2 
Tim 2:15)? What is your plan for reading, studying, meditating on, memorizing, applying, and 
teaching others God’s Word?  Training yourself to godliness will involve all of this! 
 
1. What must I have, before wielding the Sword?  
 
• A Genuine Relationship with Jesus_Christ  (1 Cor 2:14-15; Tit 3:4-7) 

 
• A Humble Dependence on the Holy Spirit. (1 John 2:27; cf. Ps 119:18) 
 
• A Patient Devotion to diligent study. (2 Tim 2:15; Acts 17:11; Titus 1:9) 
 
• A Disciplined and Inquisitive __________________ (Ps 119:9-24, Prov 2:1-5; 2 Cor 10:4-6)  
 
• A Humble and Teachable _______________ (Ps 25:9; 86:11; 139:23-24; 143:10; Js 1:19-25)  

 
• A Reverential and Expectant __________________ (Ps 19:7-14; 119: 97-105, 111, 130, Isa 

66:1-2; 2 Pet 1:3-4, 16-21; Heb 4:12-13)  
 
• A Clear Understanding of ______________ ____________________ (2 Tim 3:16-17 cf. 

Ezra 7:10; Neh 8:1-12)  
 

 
 
 
2. How must I think before wielding the sword?  
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Using a grammatical-historical method of interpretation is to study the language, culture, and 
historical background of the biblical text in an effort to discern the fixed meaning intended by the 
original author. Before sitting down to study a given passage of Scripture, it is essential for the 
interpreter to have a clear understanding of the proper goal of Bible interpretation. Simply stated, 
the goal of Bible interpretation is to discover the original, divinely intended meaning of the 
author who wrote the text.  
 
The unfortunate tendency of many interpreters is to ignore the author’s intention in favor of the 
question: “What does the Bible mean to me?” The problem with this approach is that what the 
Bible means to any given interpreter is irrelevant, for the true meaning of Scripture is found in 
the intention of the original author, not in the interpretation of the contemporary reader. 
 
   WRONG QUESTION: What does this verse mean to you? 
   RIGHT QUESTION: What did this verse mean before you were born? 
 

7 KEY PRINCIPLES OF GRAMMTICAL-HISTORICAL INTERPREATION1  
 

1. Come to a given passage of Scripture with the understanding that it is part of a larger unified 
whole, and that it should not be interpreted in contradiction to any other passage. (The Harmony 
Principle) 
 
2. Come to a given passage of Scripture with (a) the presupposition that it was understandable to 
its original audience and (b) with the expectation that you can understand its true meaning as 
well. (The Clarity Principle) 
 
3. Unless the language of the text demands otherwise, like with figurative speech, take the words 
of the passage at face value as you seek to avoid reading into the text a meaning that is not there 
(The Literal Principle).  
 
4. Come to a given passage of Scripture with the assumption that it contains but one true 
meaning, the meaning that the original author intended to communicate to the original audience. 
(The Single Meaning Principle)  
 
5. The first step in Bible interpretation is to examine the historical, cultural, and literary contexts 
of the passage under consideration. (The Historical/Contextual Principle) 
 
6. The meaning of a passage is to be drawn from within the text itself not imposed on the text 
from the outside. (The Exegetical Principle)  
 
7. Analyze the grammar and determine the meaning of words according to their normal 
grammatical and lexical uses at the time that the passage was written. (The 
Grammatical/Syntactical Principle) 

 
1 Fur and Köstenberger, Inductive Bible Study; 20-34. 
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