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LENT REPENTANCE & RENEWAL

{{ WHERE SIN LEAVES AVOID, JESUS STEPS IN. ))

Service Focus:

In Blindness with Sight

Good News Lutheran Church | Mount Horeb, Wisconsin
Fourth Sunday in Lent | March 15, 2026
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Welcome!

We are grateful to have you with us for our service today. You have joined us for the
most important time we spend together. Each time we gather as a family of faith,
we make the gospel (or good news) of Jesus our central focus. We do so relying on
Jesus’ promise that, wherever two or three come together in his name, he is present
among them to deliver his gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.

For Your Convenience

» The order of service is printed in this folder. Large print copies are available
from an usher. If a song is not printed in this service folder, it can be found in
the blue hymnal located near your seat.

» Restrooms are located in the hallway to the north of the atrium.

» Children who are with us during the service are a source of joy and
encouragement to us all. Children’s activity bags are available in the atrium. If
your child needs a moment, a nursery is available to the left out of the sanctuary
doors. Let us know if we can offer a hand with your little ones.

» Hearing assistance devices are available from an usher in the atrium.
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Should you have questions or need assistance, please ask an usher.

Service Leaders

Pastor of Good News: Jonathan Bauer

Vicar of Good News: Calvin Arstein

Pianist: Pastor Jonathan Bauer

Vocalist: Kylie Arstein

Instrumentalists: Brock Havens, Holly LaPlante



Time of Year: Lent

The season of Lent is a 40-day journey of repentance
and prayer, of remembrance and renewal of our
baptism. Lent teaches us to take sin seriously and to
trust what Jesus did about sin fully. Although worship
during Lent is more solemn than usual, the gospel
remains our focus as we prepare our hearts for Easter.

Lent Series: Only One to Intervene

It’s not difficult to see that our world has problems. Our first instinct is to think that
we can solve them—whether individually or collectively. When it comes to our
biggest problems, however, no amount of ingenuity, effort, or teamwork can get us
out of this mess. Jesus is the only one who can intervene—and intervene he has.

February 18 Ash Wednesday In Self-Righteousness with Repentance
February 22 Lent 1 In Temptation with Obedience

March 1 Lent 2 In Merit with Gift

March 8 Lent 3 In Thirst with Living Water

March 15 Lent 4 In Blindness with Sight

March 22 Lent 5 In Fear with Life

Service Focus

This week we see Jesus intervene in blindness with sight. Left to ourselves, we
would see everything in our world and in our lives incorrectly. We would see good
as evil and evil as good. We would see all pain and suffering as signs of God’s anger
with us. Jesus, however, brings us light. He helps us see that God’s love is
unconditional (even if it is often mysterious) and God’s ways are good and wise.

Prayer before the Service

0 Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of the blind and
showed yourself to them. Turn our eyes away from worthless things, and lead us to
love you sincerely; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.



Both the invocation
and sign of the
cross are
reminders of our
baptism.

Isaiah 59:12

Isaiah 55:6-7

The Service

Hymn 518 Christ Be My Leader

Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God created humanity in his perfect image. However, when our first parents—
Adam and Eve—disobeyed God, they brought sin into the world and death along
with it. As children of Adam and Eve, we are heirs of their sin and its curse.

Our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins testify against us. Qur
offenses are ever with us, and we acknowledge our iniquities.

Nevertheless, just as he did in the beginning, God does not leave us to be crushed
by our burdens or wait for us to crawl back to him. He finds us when we hide in
shame and invites us to find rest in him.

Call on the Lord while he is near. Turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy.
Turn to our God, for he will freely pardon.

Gathering Song 703 | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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11 heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Come un-to me and rest;
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lay down,O wea-ry one, lay down your head up - on my breast.”
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I found in hi a  rest-ing place, and he has made me glad.

Confession and Absolution

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Because no one else could intervene, the Lord’s own arm achieved salvation for
him. Christ Jesus came as the second Adam to win for us even more than the first
Adam lost. Through his life and death, God replaced our sin with his righteousness,
our condemnation with his pardon, and our death with his life.

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

In the gospel, the blessings of Jesus’ work for all flow freely to quench our thirsty
souls. God pours his love into our hearts through his Holy Spirit in the words he
sends his messengers to speak: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son 4~ and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the
free gift of the water of life.

John 3:16

John 20:22-23
Revelation 22:17



Ephesians 5:8

Romans 5:1-11

Ephesians 5:9-11

Romans 8:1-6

Psalm 27:1

The congregation sings:

- B— , — p—
#

| | |
| | | | i
J—‘tm‘—.i;ji
2 1 heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give

?ﬁ
E

[ B— , —
#

I I 1

L | e e e

?ﬁ

the liv-ing wa - ter, thirst-y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
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I came to Je - sus, and I drank of that life - giv - ing stream;

—

N>
e
]

- — ] I | = —
1] T — e B I | I — T
o I — i " —| I
f | —eo 1 &~
N— ~ /

my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in him.

Lord, Have Mercy

God has brought us out of darkness into light. Let us pray that we would live as
children of the light:
Lord, have mercy.

For eyes that see God’s love and not his wrath when life is full of suffering, and for
the perseverance and hope to patiently endure it, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For eyes that see the goodness and truth of what pleases God and the shame and
futility of the deeds of darkness, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For eyes that see that sin and death have lost their hold on us and for minds
governed by the Holy Spirt, full of life and peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
The Lord is the stronghold of my life. Amen.
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The congregation sings:
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Look un - to me;your morn shall rise and all your day be bright.”
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looked to Je - sus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
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and in that light of

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of the blind and
showed yourself to them. Turn our eyes away from worthless things, and lead us to
love you sincerely; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



The LORD
promises sight for
those who are
helplessly blind
and judgment for
those who are
blinded in
unbelief.

First Reading

4“For a long time [ have kept silent,
[ have been quiet and held myself back.
But now, like a woman in childbirth,
I cry out, I gasp and pant.
5] will lay waste the mountains and hills
and dry up all their vegetation;
[ will turn rivers into islands
and dry up the pools.
6] will lead the blind by ways they have not known,
along unfamiliar paths I will guide them;
I will turn the darkness into light before them
and make the rough places smooth.
These are the things I will do;
[ will not forsake them.
7But those who trust in idols,
who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’
will be turned back in utter shame.

8“Hear, you deaf;
look, you blind, and see!
vWho is blind but my servant,
and deaf like the messenger I send?
Who is blind like the one in covenant with me,
blind like the servant of the LORD?
0You have seen many things, but you pay no attention;
your ears are open, but you do not listen.”
21]t pleased the LORD
for the sake of his righteousness
to make his law great and glorious.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 42:14-21



Psalm of the Day Psalm 27
Refrain
’)? I i rj 77 . p— I —
et | [ | [ | = | |
g B
The LoRrRD is my light, the  LORD is my help, the
0 ‘
A % i 1 .
[ fan) [ [ ) - | | |
ANV | e =l al .él.'
J & L
LORD is my sal - va - tion.
Tone
0 I T |
& —e—m ——
o 8 Ts % = $z
I T :
I i - | —fr f

The LorD is my light and my salvation—whom / shall I fear?
The LoRrD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I / be afraid?
One thing I ask / from the LORD,
this only / do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house / of the LORD
all the days / of my life,
to gaze on the beauty / of the LORD
and to seek him in his / temple. Refrain

He will hide me in the shelter of his / sacred tent
and set me high up- / on a rock.
I remain confi- / dent of this:
I will see the goodness of the LoRrD in the land / of the living.
Wait / for the LORD;
be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in / the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Psalms have been
used by God’s
people in worship
since the Old
Testament.

The Church sings
Psalm 27 in
services that
emphasize the
victory of the light
of the Lord over
darkness and
unbelief, false
gods and false
doctrine.



Normally, we
prepare to hear
the words and
works of Jesus by
standing and
singing “Alleluia”
— praise the Lord.

During Lent,
“alleluias” are
omitted.

Jesus came to
bring sight to the
blind and to blind
those who think
they are seeing.

Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14

8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children
of light o(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth)
and find out what pleases the Lord. *Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds
of darkness, but rather expose them. ©It is shameful even to mention what the
disobedient do in secret. 3But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—
and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. »This is why it is said:

“Wake up, sleeper,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.’

i

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 12:2

Refrain
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Glo - ry to you, Lord Je-sus Christ, Son of the liv - ing God.
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Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,

the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  Refrain

Gospel John 9:1-7,13-17,34-39

1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so
that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4As long as it is day, we must do
the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. sWhile [ am
in the world, I am the light of the world.”

10



¢6After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and
put it on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this
word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

5They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. “Now the day on
which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath.
sTherefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put
mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”

6Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.

7Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

34To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture
us!” And they threw him out.

3sJesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

36“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”

37Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”

38Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

39Jesus said, “For judgment [ have come into this world, so that the blind will see
and those who see will become blind.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day 515 Christ Is the World’s Light
Sermon John 9:1-7,13-17,34-39
Stand

11



Apostles’ Creed Credo

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Great Physician, enlighten our eyes by your blessed Gospel, and hide us in your
shelter in the day of trouble. Provide a home in your Church for those cast out by
this world, and unite them with us in the true confession of your name. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty Father, uphold in mercy all authorities, especially parents and the civil
servants of our nation. Strengthen our homes, and keep families firm in the
Christian faith. Preserve us from wickedness, and uphold order and justice for a
peaceful life. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

12



Lord God, you have promised that what we suffer does not condemn us, but
instead displays your glory. Sustain the afflicted in body or soul, [especially ...,]
that they would take heart, trust you for healing, and find you even in the midst of
their trials. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, those who wait for your salvation have the promise that you will not
forsake them. Lead those who wander in darkness through rough places, that they
would find the way of righteousness and not be put to shame. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Teach our hearts to be content with your will and to trust that you will answer with
what is best for us and at the right time for our need. Graciously receive our
prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to you alone we give all glory, honor and
worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Offering

Thank you for joining us in worship today! Please visit GoodNewsLC.org/connect (or
scan the QR code on the back of the service folder) to let us know you were here. To
support our ministry with an offering, visit GoodNewsLC.org/give.

Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Known as the
Aaronic Blessing,
these words have

been spoken to
God'’s people for
3,500 years.
Wherever God’s
name is
proclaimed, God
promises to be
present with his
blessing (Numbers
6:22-27).

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -} give you peace.

Amen.

Be seated

Hymn

14
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Serving You Today

Church Cleaning: Bauer/Phillips

Ushers: Adam Wisner, Mo Stecklein

Audio-Video: Gary Pepin

Fellowship Snacks: Hanson, Sutter

Counters: Autumn Patrick, Mo Stecklein

Youth Assistants: Jonathan Biank, Aaron Wisner, Zoey Chovanec
Nursery: Sadie Sutter, Elsie Sutter
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About Us

Our Mission

Good News Lutheran Church was established in 2013 as a mission effort of
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Verona. Our mission is to help people find relief
from life’s distressing noise by preaching, teaching, and sharing the Bible’s good
news.

Our Contact Information Give Online

Physical Address: 9975 Pepper Drive
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 407
Mount Horeb, WI 53572

(608) 437-4646

GoodNewsLC.org

Our Ministry

Sunday Worship: 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Online Broadcast: 9:00 a.m. on our website, Facebook, and YouTube
Bible Classes and Sunday School: Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Our Pastor Let us know you were here!

Pastor Jonathan Bauer
Pastor@GoodNewsLC.org

(608) 772-7500

Our Church Body

Good News Lutheran Church proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the world
as a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We are united
in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin Synod as well as the
churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).



