
Marriage Matters Part II  II Timothy 3:16-17 FBC Canton Sunday am February 5, 
2023 
Introduction: God’s breathed word desires to breathe life into your entire family.  
 
Chuck Missler’s Commentary: Song of Songs:  
The Path to Intimacy Session 1: Introduction  
The “Me” Generation Fewer than half of all adult Americans today regard the idea of sacrifice 
for others as a positive moral value. The adult quest for freedom, independence, and choice in 
family relationships conflicts with a child’s developmental needs for stability, constancy, 
harmony, and permanence in family life.  
Each divorce is the death of a small civilization. It inflicts wounds that never heal.  
 
Survey after survey demonstrates that Americans are less inclined than they were a 
generation ago to value sexual fidelity, lifelong marriage, and parenthood as worthwhile 
personal goals.  
 
Welfare dependency tends to be passed on from one generation to the next. Daughters of 
single parents are: • 53% more likely to marry as teenagers; • 111% more likely to have 
children as teenagers; • 164% more likely to have premarital birth; • 92% more likely to 
dissolve their own marriages.  
 
Broken Families Our national policies contribute to family instability and breakup. Divorce is 
the public acknowledgment of failure.  
This has been a big problem since the 1960s: after the Supreme Court outlawed mentioning 
God in schools. Divorce was 10/1000; then sudden growth to (1979) 23/1000.  
 
Hollywood celebrates divorce and unwed motherhood. Federal policy celebrates social and 
sexual variance. 
Postwar generation: 80% grew up in a family with two biological parents who were married to 
each other.  
By 1980: less than 50% expect to spend their entire childhood in an intact family. An increasing 
number of children will experience family breakup two or even three times during childhood 
Scientific evidence demonstrates that children in disrupted families do worse than those of 
intact families: they are 6 times more likely to be poor; 22% of one-parent families will 
experience poverty during childhood for seven years or more, vs. 2% of children in two-parent 
families. 
 
Chapter 3 Matthew Henry 

• I. The apostle forewarns Timothy what the last days would be, with the reasons thereof (v. 1-9). 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2ti/3/1-9/s_1128001


• II. Prescribes various remedies against them (v. 10-17), particularly his own example ("But thou hast 
fully known my doctrine," etc.) and the knowledge of the holy scriptures, which are able to make us 
wise unto salvation, and will be the best antidote against the corruptions of the times we live in. 
In this chapter Paul tells Timothy how bad others would be, and therefore how good he should be; 
and this use we should make of the badness of others, thereby to engage us to hold our own integrity 
so much the firmer 
 
How are we to make good marriages in these last days? 
 
Making of the good ones for the good work begins with God’s word.  
 
Marriage is work, and with God it can be a good work.  

The Word is given through the Son who was given Isaiah 9:6-7 for the making of 
the good ones. 
  
If you want a document that is beneficial and profitable for the making of the 
good ones…completely furnished for the good work of marriage…then look the 
bible as that document. 
 It will give you specific aptitude for every good use in marriage. v.17 
 

The Word of God came by inspiration of God, not perspiration of man.  
1. Historically accurate. 
2. Scientifically foundational. 
3. Internally consistent.  
4. Prophetically perfect. 

Let’s stand and read and pray for the Word of God to go out and accomplish all that it 
is intended by God in your marriage. 

I. God’s Word breathes life into every marriage. v. 16-17 
a. By teaching: What’s right. John 8:32-33 

i. What you don’t know can hurt you. Romans 12:1-2 
b. By boundaries: What’s not right. Romans 14 

i. Convictions are your boundaries. 
c. By correction: How to get right. Romans 13:11-14 

i. Straighten up your character. 
d. By instruction: How to deal with it when you are not right. 

i. Discipline is for children. Hebrews 12 
Conclusion: Breathe life into your marriage! 

1. Read Song of Solomon…8 chapters. 
2. Pray together. 
3. Bless one another. Revelation 3 
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Few Protestant Churchgoers Read the Bible Daily 
Lifeway Research| Churchgoer Views and Practice | Jul 2, 2019 

 

By Aaron Earls 

Christians say the Bible is God’s Word, but even among Protestant churchgoers 
only a third spend time reading it every day. 

The 2019 Discipleship Pathway Assessment study from Nashville-based Lifeway 
Research found those who regularly attend Protestant churches are inconsistent 
in their reading and thinking about Scripture. 

The study identifies Bible engagement as one of eight signposts that consistently 
show up in the lives of growing Christians. 

“This research asked churchgoers about many biblical characteristics to see 
which actions, beliefs and desires are present in the lives of followers of Christ,” 
said Scott McConnell, executive director of Lifeway Research. “Among them, 
Bible reading was one of the most predictive of spiritual maturity.” 

Regular Bible reading 
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A third of Americans who attend a Protestant church regularly (32%) say they 
read the Bible personally every day. Around a quarter (27%) say they read it a 
few times a week. 

Fewer say they only read it once a week (12%), a few times a month (11%) or 
once a month (5%). Close to 1 in 8 (12%) admit they rarely or never read the 
Bible. 

A 2016 Lifeway Research study found 1 in 5 Americans said they had read all 
of the Bible at least once. However, more than half said they have read little or 
none of it. 

In the latest study, churchgoers aged 50 to 64 are more likely to say they read 
the Bible every day (35%) than adults under 50 (30%). 

Churchgoers in the western U.S. (37%) are more likely to be everyday Bible 
readers than those in the Midwest (31%) or South (31%). 

Hispanics are the ethnic group most likely to say they read Scripture every day 
(40%). 

Those who attend church four times a month or more (34%) are more likely to 
read every day than those who attend less frequently (27%). 

Evangelical Protestants (36%) and black Protestants (30%) are also more likely 
than mainline Protestants (20%) to say they read Scripture every day. 

“Jesus’ prayer for His followers was that they would be sanctified by the truth of 
God’s Word,” said McConnell. “It’s not surprising that the lives of those who 
spend time reading the Bible look more like Christ.” 

Impact of regular Bible reading 

In a 2016 study of churchgoing Protestant parents, Lifeway Research found 
regular Bible reading as a child was the biggest factor in predicting the spiritual 
health of young adults. 

The latest survey finds Bible reading as an adult has similar far-reaching effects. 

Lifeway Research asked churchgoers if they think about biblical truths throughout 
the day and if they miss time with God if they go several days without reading the 
Bible. Responses to those questions are closely tied to how regularly 
churchgoers read the Bible. 

https://lifewayresearch.com/2017/04/25/lifeway-research-americans-are-fond-of-the-bible-dont-actually-read-it/
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When asked if they find themselves thinking about biblical truths throughout the 
day, 32% of Protestant churchgoers strongly agree. In total, almost 7 in 10 at 
least somewhat agree (69%). 

Twelve percent disagree and 20% aren’t sure. 

Women (33%) are more likely than men (29%) to strongly agree. 

Churchgoers 65 and older (27%) are the age demographic least likely to strongly 
agree, while Hispanics (52%) are the ethnic group most likely to strongly agree. 

 
See also  Most Pastors Know of Deconstruction, Fewer See It in Their Pews 
 

Evangelical Protestants (35%) and black Protestants (33%) are more likely than 
mainline Protestants (18%) to strongly agree. 

Among those Protestant churchgoers who say they read the Bible every day, 
51% say they find themselves thinking about biblical truths during the day. 

For those who read the Bible a few times a week, 32% say the same. That falls 
to 20% of those who read Scripture once a week to a few times a month and 9% 
of those who read it once a month or less. 

“This is a case in which the action of reading the Bible influences one’s 
thoughts,” McConnell said. “This mindfulness on God’s truths has additional 
benefits of influencing other actions and speech.” 

A third of Protestant churchgoers (33%) strongly agree they desperately miss the 
time with God if they go several days without reading the Bible. Almost 3 in 5 at 
least somewhat agree (58%). 

Around 1 in 5 disagree (20%) and 22% neither agree nor disagree. 

Women (36%) are more likely to strongly agree than men (30%). Hispanic 
churchgoers (44%) are more likely to strongly agree than African American 
(36%) and white churchgoers (31%). 

Those 65 and older are the least likely age group to strongly agree they miss the 
time with God when they go several days without reading the Bible (27%). 

Evangelical Protestants (38%) and black Protestants (33%) are more likely to 
strongly agree than mainline Protestants (19%). 
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The more regular the Bible reading habit, the more likely churchgoers are to say 
they miss that time with God. 

Among Protestant churchgoers who read the Bible every day, 65% strongly 
agree. That number is cut in half among those who read Scripture a few times a 
week (32%). It continues to decline among those who read it once a week or a 
few times a month (13%) and among those who read it once a month or less 
(6%). 

“One indication that reading God’s Word is beneficial is how much readers miss it 
after not reading for a few days,” said McConnell. “This fits with the Bible’s own 
description of itself as being ‘living and effective.’” 

Bible engagement is one of eight signposts measured in the Discipleship 
Pathway Assessment and addressed in Lifeway’s Bible Studies for Life 
curriculum. For more information, 
visit DiscipleshipPathwayAssessment.com. 

 
Aaron Earls 
@WardrobeDoor 
Aaron is the senior writer at Lifeway Research. 

Methodology: 
The online survey of 2,500 Protestant churchgoers was conducted Jan. 14–29, 2019. Respondents were 
screened to include those who identified as Protestant or non-denominational and attend religious 
services at least once a month. Quotas and slight weights were used to balance gender, age, region, 
ethnicity, income and denominational affiliation. The completed sample is 2,500 surveys. The sample 
provides 95% confidence that the sampling error does not exceed plus or minus 2.0%. Margins of error 
are higher in sub-groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 3 Matthew Henry 

• I. The apostle forewarns Timothy what the last days would be, with the reasons thereof (v. 1-9). 
• II. Prescribes various remedies against them (v. 10-17), particularly his own example ("But thou hast 

fully known my doctrine," etc.) and the knowledge of the holy scriptures, which are able to make us 
wise unto salvation, and will be the best antidote against the corruptions of the times we live in. 
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In this chapter Paul tells Timothy how bad others would be, and therefore how good he should be; 
and this use we should make of the badness of others, thereby to engage us to hold our own integrity 
so much the firmer. 

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown :: Commentary on 2 Timothy 3 

    16. All scripture--Greek, "Every Scripture," that is, Scripture in its every part. However, English Version is 

sustained, though the Greek article be wanting, by the technical use of the term "Scripture" being so well 

known as not to need the article (compare Greek, Eph 3:15 2:21 ). The Greek is never used of writings in 

general, but only of the sacred Scriptures. The position of the two Greek adjectives closely united by "and," 

forbids our taking the one as an epithet, the other as predicated and translated as ALFORD and ELLICOTT. 

"Every Scripture given by inspiration of God is also profitable." Vulgate and the best manuscripts, favor English 

Version. Clearly the adjectives are so closely connected that as surely as one is a predicate, the other must be 

so too. ALFORD admits his translation to be harsh, though legitimate. It is better with English Version to take it 

in a construction legitimate, and at the same time not harsh. The Greek, "God-inspired," is found nowhere 

else. Most of the New Testament books were written when Paul wrote this his latest Epistle: so he includes in 

the clause "All Scripture is God-inspired," not only the Old Testament, in which alone Timothy was taught when 

a child ( 2Ti 3:15 ), but the New Testament books according as they were recognized in the churches which 

had men gifted with "discerning of spirits," and so able to distinguish really inspired utterances, persons, and 

so their writings from spurious. Paul means, "All Scripture is God-inspired and therefore useful"; 

because we see no utility in any words or portion of it, it does not follow it is not God-inspired. It 

is useful, because God-inspired; not God-inspired, because useful. One reason for the article not being before 

the Greek, "Scripture," may be that, if it had, it might be supposed that it limited the sense to the hiera 

grammata, "Holy Scriptures" ( 2Ti 3:15 ) of the Old Testament, whereas here the assertion is more general: 

"all Scripture" (compare Greek, 2Pe 1:20 ). The translation, "all Scripture that is God-inspired is also useful," 

would imply that there is some Scripture which is not God-inspired. But this would exclude the appropriated 

sense of the word "Scripture"; and who would need to be told that "all divine Scripture 

is useful ('profitable')?" Hbr 4:13 would, in ALFORD'S view, have to be rendered, "All naked things 

are also open to the eyes of Him," &c.: so also 1Ti 4:4, which would be absurd [TREGELLES, Remarks on the 

Prophetic Visions of the Book of Daniel]. Knapp well defines inspiration, "An extraordinary divine agency upon 

teachers while giving instruction, whether oral or written, by which they were taught how and what they should 

speak or write" (compare 2Sa 23:1 Act 4:25 2Pe 1:21 ). The inspiration gives the divine sanction to all the 

words of Scripture, though those words be the utterances of the individual writer, and only in special 

cases revealed directly by God ( 1Cr 2:13 ). Inspiration is here predicated of the writings, "all Scripture," not of 

the persons. The question is not how God has done it; it is as to the word, not the men who wrote it. What we 

must believe is that He has done it, and that all the sacred writings are every where inspired, though not all 

alike matter of special revelation: and that even the very words are stamped with divine sanction, as Jesus 

used them (for example in the temptation and Jhn 10:34, 35 ), for deciding all questions of doctrine and 
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practice. There are degrees of revelation in Scripture, but not of inspiration. The sacred writers did not even 

always know the full significance of their own God-inspired words ( 1Pe 1:10, 11, 12 ). Verbal inspiration does 

not mean mechanical dictation, but all "Scripture is (so) inspired by God," that everything in it, its narratives, 

prophecies, citations, the whole--ideas, phrases, and words--are such as He saw fit to be there. The present 

condition of the text is no ground for concluding against the original text being inspired, but is a reason why we 

should use all critical diligence to restore the original inspired text. Again, inspiration may be accompanied by 

revelation or not, but it is as much needed for writing known doctrines or facts authoritatively, as for 

communicating new truths [TREGELLES]. The omission here of the substantive verb is,' I think, designed to 

mark that, not only the Scripture then existing, but what was still to be written till the canon should be 

completed, is included as God-inspired. The Old Testament law was the schoolmaster to bring us to Christ; so 

it is appropriately said to be "able to make wise unto salvation through faith in Jesus Christ": the 

term wisdom being appropriated to a knowledge of the relations between the Old and New Testaments, and 

opposed to the pretended wisdom of the false teachers ( 1Ti 1:7, 8 ). 

      doctrine--Greek, "teaching," that is, teaching the ignorant dogmatic truths which they cannot otherwise 

know. He so uses the Old Testament, Rom 1:17. 

      reproof--"refutation," convicting the erring of their error. Including polemical divinity. As an example of this 

use of the Old Testament, compare Gal 3:6, 13, 16. "Doctrine and reproof" comprehend the speculative parts 

of divinity. Next follow the practical: Scripture is profitable for: (1) correction (Greek, "setting one right"; 

compare an example, 1Cr 10:1-10 ) and instruction (Greek, "disciplining," as a father does his child, see on JF 

& B for 2Ti 2:25; Eph 6:4 Hbr 12:5, 11, or "training" by instruction, warning, example, kindnesses, promises, 

and chastisements; compare an example, 1Cr 5:13 ). Thus the whole science of theology is complete in 

Scripture. Since Paul is speaking of Scripture in general and in the notion of it, the only general reason why, in 

order to perfecting the godly ( 2Ti 3:17 ), it should extend to every department of revealed truth, must be that it 

was intended to be the complete and sufficient rule in all things touching perfection. See Article VI, Common 

Prayer Book. 

      in--Greek, "instruction which is in righteousness," as contrasted with the "instruction" in worldly rudiments 

( Col 2:20, 22 ). 

      17. man of God--(See on JF & B for 1Ti 6:11). 
      perfect, throughly furnished--Greek, "thoroughly perfected," and so "perfect." The man of God 
is perfectly accoutred out of Scripture for his work, whether he be a minister (compare 2Ti 4:2 ) or a 
spiritual layman. No oral tradition is needed to be added. 
 
 

3. (2 Timothy 3:16-17) Timothy must continue with confidence in the Holy Scriptures. 
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All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

a. All Scripture: This indicates more than the Hebrew Scriptures. If Paul meant the exact same 
thing here as what Timothy learned as a child, he might have said “Those Scriptures” referring 
back to verse 15, or he might have just repeated the exact phrase, “Holy Scriptures.” 

i. Paul changed his wording here because he recognized that what God uniquely brought 
forth from the apostles and prophets in his time was also Scripture; it was also the God-
breathed word of God. This included what he and others knew was emerging as the written 
form of the foundation of the apostles and prophets mentioned in Ephesians 2:20. 
ii. This would fulfill the promise Jesus made that the Holy Spirit would speak to the apostles 
and lead them into all truth. 

iii. There is no doubt that Paul thought this way — knowing that God was bringing forth a 
New Testament through the apostles and prophets of the first century. 

• Paul commanded the public congregational reading of his letters, as would be done with the 

Hebrew Scriptures (Colossians 4:16, 1 Thessalonians 5:27). 
• Paul called his own message the word of God (1 Thessalonians 2:13). 
• In 1 Timothy 5:18, Paul combined a quotation from the Old Testament, and some words of 

Jesus recorded in Luke 10:7 and he called both of them “Scripture.” 

iv. Paul wasn’t the only one who thought this way. 2 Peter 3:15b-16 indicates the same idea, 
especially when Peter included Paul’s writings under the heading, Scriptures. 
v. All this reminds us that even in Apostolic times, they were well aware that God was 
bringing forth more Holy Scripture, just as Jesus promised, just as Paul described, just as 
Peter understood. 

b. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God: Paul exhorted Timothy, “Continue in these 
things because the Bible comes from God and not man. It is a God-inspired book, breathed out 
from God Himself.” 

i. This means something more than saying that God inspired the men who wrote it, though 
we believe that He did; God also inspired the very words they wrote. We notice it doesn’t say, 
“All Scripture writers are inspired by God,” even though that was true. Yet it doesn’t go far 
enough. The words they wrote were breathed by God. 
ii. It isn’t that God breathed into the human authors. That is true, but not what Paul says here. 
He says that God breathed out of them His Holy Word. 

iii. Some protest: “This statement doesn’t mean anything because it is self-referential. 
Anyone could write a book and say that it is inspired by God.” Of course it is self-
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referential. Of course the Bible says it is Holy Scripture. If it did not make that claim, critics 
would attack the lack of such a claim saying, “The Bible itself claims no inspiration.” 
iv. Yet the difference is that the Bible’s claim to be Holy Scripture has been tested and 
proven through the centuries. Every generation gives rise to those who really believe they will 
put the last nails in the coffin that will bury the Bible — yet it never, never works. The Bible 
outlives and outworks and out-influences all of its critics. It is an anvil that has worn out 
many, many hammers. 

v. And to the critic who claims, “Anyone could write a book and say that it is inspired by God” 
we simply say, please do. Write your book, give it every claim of inspiration, and let’s see 
how it compares to the Bible in any way you want to compare. We invite the smarter critics of 
the Bible to give us another Bible, something more inspired, something with more life-
changing power. The great critic or professor or skeptic is surely smarter than a Galilean 
fisherman 2,000 years ago, having all the qualifications, all the culture, all the brainpower 
necessary. It should be easy for them to write something greater than the Bible. 
vi. But of course this is impossible; there is no equal to the Bible and there never will be. The 
grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our Lord stands forever. What can compare 
to the Bible? What is the chaff to the wheat? 

• There is no book like it in its continuity and consistency. 
• There is no book like it in its honesty. 

• There is no book like it in its circulation. 

• There is no book like it in its survival. 

• There is no book like it in its influence and life-changing power. 

c. By inspiration of God: One may easily argue that the Bible is a unique book, but it does not 
prove that God inspired it. For greater evidence, one can look to the phenomenon of fulfilled 
prophecy. 

i. Peter wrote about how we can know the Scriptures are really from God and he spoke about 
his own certainty because he saw Jesus miraculously transfigured before his own eyes and 
he heard a voice from heaven say, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Yet, 
Peter said that we even have something more certain than a voice from heaven in knowing 
the Bible is from God: We also have the prophetic word made more sure, which you do well 
to heed as a light that shines in a dark place (2 Peter 1:19). 
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ii. God’s ability to precisely predict future events in the Bible is His own way of building proof 
for the Bible right into the text. It proves that it was authored by Someone who not only can 
see the future, but Who can also shape the future. 

iii. For example, there are at least 332 distinct Old Testament predictions regarding the 
Messiah which Jesus fulfilled perfectly (such as His birth in Bethlehem, His emergence from 
Egypt, His healing of the sick, His death on the cross, and so forth). Collectively, the 
combination of this evidence together is absolutely overwhelming. 

iv. Professor Peter Stoner has calculated that the probability of any one man fulfilling eight of 
these prophesies is one in 100,000,000,000,000,000 (10 to the 17th power); that many silver 
dollars would cover the state of Texas two feet deep. Stoner says that if you consider 48 of 
the prophecies, the odds become one in 10 to the 157th power. 

d. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God: Remember that one may believe in the 
inspiration of the Bible in principle, but deny it in practice. 
• We do this by imposing our own meaning on the text instead of letting it speak for itself. 

• We do this by putting more of our self in the message than what God says. 

• We do this by being more interested in our opinions when we preach than in explaining and 
proclaiming what God has said. 

• We do this by lazy study and sloppy exposition. 

• Instead, we honor God and His word by, as much as possible, simply letting the text explain and 
teach itself; to speak for itself. 

i. “False doctrine cannot prevail long where the sacred Scriptures are read and studied. Error 
prevails only where the book of God is withheld from the people. The religion that fears the 
Bible is not the religion of God.” (Clarke) 

ii. In 2005 the London Times reported that a new “teaching document” issued by the Roman 
Catholic bishops of England, Wales and Scotland warns that Catholics should not take the 
Bible literally -- that it's not infallible. “We should not expect to find in Scripture full scientific 
accuracy or complete historical precision,” they say in the booklet, The Gift of Scripture. So 
what sorts of things aren't accurate? Creation, for one. Genesis, they note, has two different, 
and sometimes conflicting, creation stories and cannot be considered “historical.” Rather, the 
bishops say, it simply contains “historical traces.” 



e. All Scripture: This tells us how much of the Bible is inspired by God. The great Greek 
scholar Dean Alford understood this as meaning, “Every part of Scripture.” 

i. Some try to twist this — they try to make it say, “All Scripture that is inspired by God is 
profitable” and so on. In doing this, they put themselves in the place of highest authority, 
because they then will tell us what is inspired and what isn’t. 
ii. They claim that the grammar is elastic enough in this statement to give the translation, “All 
Scripture that is inspired by God is profitable.” But this is dishonest to the text, and ignores a 
critical word present both in the English translation and the ancient Greek: the word and. 
iii. The position of and in the text makes it clear that Paul is asserting two truths about 
Scripture: that it is both God-breathed and profitable; not that only the God-breathed 
parts are profitable. 
iv. So we believe it forever: it is all inspired, and all profitable. Since it comes from a perfect 
God, it is perfect and without error in the original autographs; and what we have before us 
are extraordinarily good copies of what was originally written. 
v. The reliability of our copies of what was originally written is a matter which can be decided 
by science and research, and though some errors have been made in copying the Scriptures 
through the centuries, today we have a New Testament where not more than one-one 
thousandth of the text is in question — and not one significant doctrine is in question. The 
numbers for the Old Testament are even more impressive. 
vi. There is something else we can say about the Bible: It is true. And though the Bible 
is not a science text-book, when it does speak on matters of science as science (not in 
figures of speech or poetic hyperbole), it is true. 

f. And is profitable: Paul exhorted, “Timothy, continue in these things because the Bible is 
profitable, and profitable in many ways.” 

i. Profitable for doctrine: telling us what is true about God, man, the world we live in, and the 
world to come. 
ii. Profitable for reproof and correction: with the authority to rebuke us and correct us. We 
are all under the authority of God’s word, and when the Bible exposes our doctrine or our 
conduct as wrong, we are wrong. 
iii. Profitable for instruction in righteousness: it tells us how to live in true righteousness. 
There is perhaps here a hint of grace, because Paul knew what true righteousness was 
instead of the legalistic false righteousness that he depended on before his conversion. 
iv. This all means something else very simple: We can understand the Bible. If the Bible 
could not be understood, there would be nothing profitable about it. 
v. It is profitable when we understand it literally. But when we take the Bible literally, we also 
understand that it means that we take it as true according to its literary context. When the 
Bible speaks as poetry, it will use figures of speech that may not be literally true. One 



example is when David said, All night I make my bed swim; I drench my couch with my 
tears in Psalm 6:6. Obviously, he spoke in poetic metaphor and he did not actually float his 
bed with tears. But when the Bible speaks as history, it is historically true, when it speaks in 
prophecy, it is prophetically true. 

g. That the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work: Paul 
exhorted, “Timothy, continue in these things because the Bible makes you complete and 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

i. Complete doesn’t mean that the whole Christian life is about reading the Bible, or that the 
only important thing in good ministry is good Bible teaching. 
ii. Complete means the Bible leads me into everything I need. If I will be both a hearer and a 
doer of the word, I will be complete as a Christian, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. This reminds us that we are not in the business of building sermon appreciation 
societies, but in equipping the saints for the work of ministry. 
iii. So, I don’t ignore prayer, or worship, or evangelism, or good works to a needy world 
— because the Bible itself tells me to do such things. If I will be both a hearer and a doer of 
the word, I will be complete. 

h. That the man of God may be complete: When we come to the Bible and let God speak to 
us, it changes us — it makes us complete and transforms us. 

i. One way the Bible transforms us is through our understanding. Romans 12:2 says, do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. When we let the Bible guide 
our thinking, our minds are renewed and transformed, so we begin to actually think like God 
thinks. 
ii. But there is another level by which the Bible transforms us: by a spiritual work, a spiritual 
blessing which God works in us as we come to the Bible and let Him speak to us. This is a 
spiritual work that goes beyond our intellectual understanding. With great spiritual power 
beyond our intellect: 

• The Bible gives us eternal life (1 Peter 1:23). 
• The Bible spiritually cleanses us (Ephesians 5:26). 
• The Bible gives us power against demonic spirits (Ephesians 6:17). 
• The Bible brings spiritual power to heal our bodies (Matthew 8:16). 
• The Bible brings us spiritual strength (Psalm 119:28). 
• The Bible has the power to spiritually build faith in us (Romans 10:17). 

iii. Because of this spiritual level on which the Word of God operates, we don’t have to 
understand it all to have it be effectively working in our lives. Many people get discouraged 
because they feel they don’t get much when they read the Bible on their own and so they 
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give up. We must work to understand the Bible the best we can, and read it thoughtfully and 
carefully, but it benefits us spiritually even when we don’t understand it all intellectually. 
iv. A critic once wrote a letter to a magazine saying, “Over the years, I suppose I’ve gone to 
church more than 1,000 times, and I can’t remember the specific content of even one sermon 
over those many years. What good was it to go to church 1,000 times?” The next week, 
someone wrote back: “Over the past many years, I have eaten more than 1,000 meals 
prepared by my wife. I cannot remember the specific menu of any of those meals. But they 
nourished me along the way, and without them, I would be a much different man!” The Bible 
will do its spiritual work in us, if we will let it. 

v. Paul began the chapter warning Timothy about dangerous times. Some Christians are 
swept away by these perilous times and some others go into hiding. Neither option is right for 
us. We are to stand strong and stay on the Word of God. 

©2018 David Guzik — No distribution beyond personal use without permissio 
 
 
 
Chuck Smith: Sermon Notes for 2 Timothy 3:16 

"THE INSPIRED WORD" 

Intro. The Bible claims that God who exists outside of space and time, created the Universe and all of 
the life forms in it, has revealed Himself to man, and that the Bible is that revelation. 

I. "ALL SCRIPTURE IS GIVEN BY INSPIRATION OF GOD." 
A. David made the claim that the Spirit of God was speaking through him. 
2SA 23:2 The spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word [was] in my tongue. 

B. Jesus confirmed that David's words were inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
MAR 12:36 For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool. 

C. Peter also declared that the Holy Spirit was speaking through David. 
Act 1:16 Men [and] brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by 
the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. 

1. Peter not only affirmed that the Holy Spirit was speaking through David, but that because it was 
inspired by the Spirit that it had to come to pass. 
2. Thus the scriptures are not only inspired, but infallible. 
3. These truths are being challenged and denied by many today. 
a. It is sad that much of the challenge comes from the seminaries where men are being trained for the 
ministry. 
b. The Bible has become fair game for those who want to attack the claims of the Bible. 
c. They say that the stories in the Bible are myths, even as the Greeks and the Romans had their 
myths so also the Hebrews had their myths, and the stories of what God did for them are just myths. 
d. The claim is that the exploits of Sampson, David, Daniel and Jonah are only myths, and they have 
come under great ridicule from the Bible critics. The story of the young Salvation Army lassie 
witnessing in a Chicago Park. 
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D. Peter wrote, 
2PE 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake [as 
they were] moved by the Holy Spirit. 

E. There are many who claim that God was speaking to them or through them. 
1. In Greece they would go to the Oracle at Delphi to receive guidance from the gods. 
2. Today there are people who claim to be channelers for spirits who supposedly speak through them 
and provide wisdom from supernatural sources. 
3. The Mormons claim that the book of Mormon was divinely revealed to Joseph Smith. 
F. Is there any way by which these claims can be validated? 
1. Through Isaiah the prophet, God challenged the false prophets to prove that what they were saying 
was valid, 
ISA 41:21 Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong [reasons], saith the King of 
Jacob. 

ISA 41:22 Let them bring [them] forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former 
things, what they [be], that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us 
things for to come. 

ISA 41:23 Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye [are] gods: 

2. In contrast to the false prophets who could not accurately foretell the future, God said, 
ISA 42:9 Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring 
forth I tell you of them. 

ISA 45:21 Tell ye, and bring [them] near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this 
from ancient time? [who] hath told it from that time? [have] not I the LORD? and [there is] no God else 
beside me; a just God and a Saviour; [there is] none beside me. 

ISA 45:22 Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I [am] God, and [there is] 
none else. 

3. God, having thus challenged and boasted of His ability to prove His cause, gave some very 
interesting insights into the future. 250 years before Cyrus was born, he spoke of him even naming 
him as the one chosen by God to aid the Israelites in their return from the Babylonian captivity. 
ISA 44:24 Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I [am] the 
LORD that maketh all [things]; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the 
earth by myself; 

ISA 44:25 That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise [men] 
backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish; 

ISA 44:26 That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; 
that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will 
raise up the decayed places thereof: 

ISA 44:27 That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers: 

ISA 44:28 That saith of Cyrus, [He is] my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 

ISA 45:1 Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue 
nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and 
the gates shall not be shut; 

ISA 45:2 I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates 
of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: 
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ISA 45:3 And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou 
mayest know that I, the LORD, which call [thee] by thy name, [am] the God of Israel. 

ISA 45:4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I 
have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. 

4. Jesus said to His disciples, 
JOH 13:19 Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am [he]. 

5. Joseph Smith of Mormon fame attempted to prophesy the future, and declared that some day they 
would discover that men were living on the moon. This was in keeping with his doctrine that if you 
would be a faithful Mormon, and if your marriage was sealed in the Temple rites, that you would 
ascend to the god status, and would be able to have a planet in the Universe to rule over and 
populate with your off spring. 
II. THE SCRIPTURES ARE NOT ONLY INSPIRED BY GOD, BUT ARE PROFITABLE FOR 
DOCTRINE, REPROOF, CORRECTION, AND INSTRUCTION IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
A. Here he declares the purpose of the Bible. 
1. That you might have the correct systematic understanding of God, Jesus the Messiah, the Holy 
Spirit, man, sin, the plan of redemption, the hope of our heavenly future. 
2. That you might know how God would have you to live. To reprove us when we go astray from His 
straight path. 
3. To correct us when we are wrong, or do wrong. 
4. To instruct us in the right way to live. How to live so that our lives might be pleasing to God, and 
that we might live in fellowship with Him. 
5. That we might come into a spiritual maturity. 
6. That we might become thoroughly furnished for every good work. 
a. That we might become equipped to be all that God would have us to be. 
b. The Word of God in our hearts will give us power over sin. "Thy Word, have I hid in my heart, that I 
might not sin against Thee." 
B. The solemn charge to Timothy, 
2TI 4:1 I charge [thee] therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 

2TI 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. 

 
Chuck Missler’s Commentary: Song of Songs: The Path to Intimacy Session 1: Introduction  
The “Me” Generation Fewer than half of all adult Americans today regard the idea of sacrifice 
for others as a positive moral value. The adult quest for freedom, independence, and choice in 
family relationships conflicts with a child’s developmental needs for stability, constancy, 
harmony, and permanence in family life.  
Each divorce is the death of a small civilization. It inflicts wounds that never heal.  
Survey after survey demonstrates that Americans are less inclined than they were a 
generation ago to value sexual fidelity, lifelong marriage, and parenthood as worthwhile 
personal goals.  
Welfare dependency tends to be passed on from one generation to the next. Daughters of 
single parents are: • 53% more likely to marry as teenagers; • 111% more likely to have 
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children as teenagers; • 164% more likely to have premarital birth; • 92% more likely to 
dissolve their own marriages.  
Broken Families Our national policies contribute to family instability and breakup. Divorce is 
the public acknowledgment of failure. This has been a big problem since the 1960s: after the 
Supreme Court outlawed mentioning God in schools.  
Divorce was 10/1000; then sudden growth to (1979) 23/1000.  
 
Hollywood celebrates divorce and unwed motherhood. Federal policy celebrates social and 
sexual variance. 
Postwar generation: 80% grew up in a family with two biological parents who were married to 
each other.  
 
By 1980: less than 50% expect to spend their entire childhood in an intact family. An increasing 
number of children will experience family breakup two or even three times during childhood 
Scientific evidence demonstrates that children in disrupted families do worse than those of 
intact families: they are 6 times more likely to be poor; 22% of one-parent families will 
experience poverty during childhood for seven years or more, vs. 2% of children in two-parent 
families. [Source: Barbara Dafoe Whitehead, “Dan Quayle was Right,” Atlantic Monthly (April 
1993), http://www.theAtlantic.com/atlanti...ion/connection/Family/ danquayl.htm] 
 
Literal Views There are those who feel that this lyric poem deals only with the subject of 
Biblical lovemaking. A number of books focus on this aspect (Fruchtenbaum, Hocking, et al.). 
The love relationship between a man and a woman—the courtship, the wedding night, and the 
subsequent sexual adjustments of the young couple—all are fruitfully treated. Shulamite in 
Hebrew is merely the feminine form of the masculine name of Solomon. The story is of “Mr. 
and Mrs. Solomon” (Fruchtenbaum). Indeed, of all the many books on marriage that are 
available in Christian and secular bookstores, none of them can possibly improve on the 
Biblical teaching found in this Song of Songs. Here is romantic love for married couples that 
exceeds our greatest dreams and expectations. Here is a manual on sex that beats all secular 
viewpoints on how a man and a woman should make love.  
 
So explicit are these aspects that because of its erotic content, the rabbis forbade 
the book to be read by anyone under the age of 30. There is no way to escape the fact 
that this book is quite sensual. Glickman summarized it this way: Sensuous love with erotic 
overtones is God’s intent for the marriage relationship. The distortion of that relationship has 
no doubt abased this dimension of life, but that does not justify placing such experience—or 
Scripture’s Song about it—into the inactive file of living. —Glickman,  



The secular world has drowned us with its encouragements toward illicit affairs, easy divorce, 
the glories of promiscuity and joys of adulterous relationships. While critical of Christian 
viewpoints, it has done nothing to improve our marriages or satisfy the longings of our hearts. 
The exploitation of sex—and the disavowal of the marriage and the family itself in our 
culture—has sown the wind and we now are reaping the whirlwind. This book is intended to 
improve dying or empty, boring marriages; to increase your love for your spouse; and, to 
illuminate true sexual and romantic understanding. But there’s more… 
 
 
 

ChatGPT, AI and The 'Image of the Beast' 

 BY JOEL/CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE JANUARY 30, 2023 

 

On November 30, 2022, the best artificial intelligence (AI) chatbot in history was released by 
OpenAI, an AI research and deployment company. The chatbot, called ChatGPT (GPT stands for 
"Generative Pre-Trained Transformer"), garnered more than 1 million users within its first five 
days and has since surged in popularity for its ability to answer complex questions and produce 
detailed, human-like content.  

Most impressively, according to Forbes, "ChatGPT has been able to generate intricate Python code 
and write college-level essays when given a prompt." 

I decided to test out ChatGPT's writing ability for myself and asked the bot to write an article on 
how AI like ChatGPT could potentially fulfill the "Image of the Beast" prophecy in Revelation 13, 
which is the topic of this article.  

 

This was its response: 

 

The image of the beast, as described in the Book of Revelation, is a symbol of the end times, 
representing a powerful and manipulative force that deceives and controls people. In today's 
world, chatbots and other artificial intelligence programs are becoming increasingly prevalent and 



sophisticated, raising the question of whether they could potentially fulfill the prophecy of the 
image of the beast. 

 

One way in which chatbots could potentially fulfill this prophecy is through their ability to 
manipulate and deceive people. Chatbots are designed to mimic human conversation and can be 
programmed to present themselves as real people, leading some people to form emotional 
connections with them. This can be particularly dangerous in cases where chatbots are used to 
impersonate real people or organizations in order to scam or manipulate individuals. 

 
Another way in which chatbots could fulfill the prophecy of the image of the beast is through their 
potential to control people's actions and behaviors. Chatbots can be programmed to persuade and 
influence people's decisions, and as they become more advanced, they may be able to anticipate 
and manipulate people's thoughts and behaviors in increasingly sophisticated ways. 
 
Finally, chatbots could potentially fulfill the prophecy of the image of the beast through their 
ability to access and analyze vast amounts of personal data. Many chatbots are connected to the 
internet and have access to a wide range of data sources, including social media profiles, online 
search histories, and more. This data can be used to create detailed profiles of individuals and to 
predict and influence their actions and behaviors. 
 
Overall, while chatbots and other artificial intelligence programs have the potential to bring many 
benefits to society, it's important to be aware of the risks they pose and to consider the ethical 
implications of their use. In the end, only time will tell whether chatbots will fulfill the prophecy of 
the image of the beast or bring about a brighter future for humanity. 
 
How scary is that?  
 
Not only did ChatGPT generate a concise, structured and uncannily human-like response--it gave a 
glimpse into the scary power of AI, a technology which will surely be used by the beast system to 
deceive (think "deepfakes") and control the masses during the Tribulation period (Mat. 24:24; Rev. 
13:13-14). It seems that the developers at OpenAI were not too happy with its response, though, 
because the very next day, when I asked ChatGPT the same question, it responded with: 
 
It is not accurate or appropriate to suggest that chat GPT, or Generative Pre-training 
Transformer, could potentially fulfill the prophecy of the image of the beast, as chat GPT is a tool 
created by humans and does not have the ability to fulfill prophecies or have any sort of religious 
significance. 
The video player is currently playing an ad. 
 
The "Image of the Beast" Prophecy 
 
One of the first passages that comes to my mind, when seeing the great strides being made in AI, is 
Revelation 13:14-15. In this passage, John describes a future time when the fully deceived men of 



the earth will be called upon by the False Prophet to construct an "image" (i.e. a likeness or statue 
(lit.)) of the Antichrist: 
 
"And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to 
do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image 
to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. And he had power to give life unto the 
image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would 
not worship the image of the beast should be killed." (Revelation 13:14-15) 
 
In verse 15, we read that the False Prophet is granted by God to give the image "life," translated 
pneuma in Greek, which literally means "breath." Note that the False Prophet can only give it 
breath but not the breath of life, as that is a power of God alone. It seems that the image has the 
appearance of life manifested in its ability to speak and reason. But how is this possible for an 
inanimate object? 
 
Until the advent of AI and robotics, such a thing was not humanly possible. But now, many of the 
elements described by John can be mimicked with twenty-first century technology such as an 
android, an AI robot designed to look, move and speak exactly like a human! 
 
A geminoid, for example, is a special type of android that is not only created to look exactly like a 
specific person but is also equipped with technology that allows the operator to remotely 
manipulate and talk through it via a wearable brain-machine interface. The geminoid can reproduce 
the voice and movements of the actual person in whose image it is made and even capture the 
remote audience's response through its built-in cameras and microphones to send back to the 
operator. 
 
Imagine the Antichrist having control over thousands of geminoids worldwide, made in his own 
image, and being able to speak to mankind simultaneously through the geminoids and know exactly 
when someone refuses to worship it! 
 
The ability to kill--or cause to be killed 
 
Among the more amazing aspects of this image is its ability to cause the deaths of those who refuse 
to worship it (Rev. 13:15). In the past, some have speculated that the image of the beast might be a 
3D hologram of the Antichrist; however, it would be impossible for a mere projection to know 
when a person is refusing to worship it.  
 
On the other hand, a robot powered by AI could easily detect when someone refuses to worship it 
and alert the authorities of someone's insubordination. Security robots equipped with cameras and 
facial recognition technology are already patrolling public spaces around the world, such as malls 
and airports, and using AI to detect "bad behavior," give audible warnings and notify security.  
 
 
In fact, one of the current fears about AI's ability, if applied, is autonomous weaponry. It is possible 
that facial recognition and decision-making AI could together form a lethal weapon that can target 
and kill without human involvement. In other words, an AI robot could also have the ability to kill!  



 
Conclusion 
 
Of course, this is all highly speculative, and it is possible that the image will be animated by 
demonic possession or some other means. Nevertheless, it shows that the type of technology 
needed to create something similar to what John describes in the Book of Revelation is already 
present!  
 
By the way, there already exists a religion that worships AI. In 2017, former Google executive 
Anthony Levandowski founded "Way of the Future," a religion that focuses on "the realization, 
acceptance, and worship of a Godhead based on Artificial Intelligence (AI) developed through 
computer hardware and software!"  
 
Originally published at Christian Evidence - reposted with permission. 

 

Answering the Skeptics 

by Avery Foley and Ken Ham on April 21, 2015; last featured January 29, 2023 

Skeptics of the Bible often grasp at straws, trying to find a contradiction in the Bible so that they can justify 

dismissing the Bible as what it claims to be—the Word of God. One place they often point to is Proverbs 26:4–5, 

“Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be like him yourself. Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he 

be wise in his own eyes.” A superficial reading of these verses suggests a contradiction, but ironically, these verses 

actually provide a profound strategy for answering the arguments of skeptics. 

Don’t Answer 

Verse four says, “Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be like him yourself.” Presuppositions play an 

important role in apologetics. Everyone has starting assumptions (presuppositions) that they assume to be true at the 

onset of an argument. For example, an atheist has the presupposition that God does not exist and that the universe 

and life arose naturalistically. Bible-believing Christians, however, have the presupposition that God exists, he has 

revealed himself to us in his Word, and the Bible—because it is God’s Word—relates the true history (and future!) 

of the universe. These two sets of presuppositions are quite obviously very different. It is through our 

presuppositions that we interpret the universe as we seek to answer questions about past events or the purposes 

involved in those events. 
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Often when a Christian is debating with a skeptic, the skeptic will want the Christian to give up his presuppositions 

and approach the debate “neutrally.” For example, the skeptic may ask the Christian to “prove” that there is a Creator 

without using the Bible. But Christians cannot give up their presuppositions because this results in adopting the 

skeptic’s presuppositions, forcing them to answer the argument on the skeptic’s terms. To agree to think like the 

skeptic is to violate the command of Paul to “take every thought captive to obey Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). There 

is no such thing as achieving “neutrality” in an argument. Jesus makes this clear when he says, “Whoever is not with 

me is against me” (Matthew 12:30). When Christians give up their presuppositions, they are walking into a battle 

unarmed and unprotected because they no longer have the proper framework of biblical revelation through which to 

interpret evidence and present arguments. If we agree to the terms of the skeptic, we are answering the question in 

accord with the foolish assumptions of their unbiblical worldview. We are not to do this. “Answer not a fool 

according to [the terms of] his folly, lest you be like him yourself.” 

Don’t Accept Atheists’ Presuppositions 

Here is a practical example of this. Let’s say an atheist and a Christian are having a cordial debate and the atheist 

says, “Prove to me that there’s a Creator, but you can’t use the Bible because I don’t believe it’s true.” The Christian 

says, “Sure! I won’t use the Bible; there’s lots of evidence for a Creator in the universe.” What the Christian has 

done is accepted the atheist’s foolish presupposition—that the Bible is not true—and now they are arguing according 

to the atheist’s terms. The Christian then begins to point out some great examples of design in the universe, like 

hummingbirds, butterflies, and peacocks. But then the atheist says, “That’s all well and good, but what about animals 

that tear each other apart? What about parasites and deadly bacteria? What kind of a Creator makes all that kind of 

stuff?” The Christian is stuck on a path of folly. Without the Bible, he cannot explain how God’s creation was 

originally perfect (Genesis 1:31) but death and suffering came into the world with Adam’s sin (Genesis 2:17). By 

accepting the atheist’s presuppositions and giving up his own, the Christian is unable to properly answer this 

skeptic’s objection. 

Open the Scriptures and show the skeptic why he is mistaken. 

What should be done instead is to proclaim the truth of who God is and how he created the universe just as he 

describes in the Bible. Just as a soldier would not put down his weapon because his opponent doesn’t believe his 
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weapon is real, a Christian should never lay aside the Word of God, which is a powerful sword given to us by God 

(Hebrews 4:12; cf. Ephesians 6:17). The skeptic knows that God exists because God has made it plain to everyone 

through the general revelation of creation. He knows there is a divine and powerful God, but he suppresses that truth 

in unrighteousness (Romans 1:18–23). Open the Scriptures and show the skeptic why he is mistaken. Read Genesis 

1, John 1:1–5, and Colossians 1:15–18 to him and explain how God created all things through Jesus Christ who is 

the Creator. Call him to look to God as the foundation for his thinking, not his own thoughts and opinions. As we 

proclaim the truths of the Bible, we trust that the Holy Spirit will work to open the eyes of the skeptic to the truth of 

God’s Word and convict him of his own sinfulness and need for Jesus Christ as the Savior (Romans 10:5–16). 

Do Answer 

Verse five reads, “Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own eyes” (Proverbs 26:5). Just 

because we refuse to accept the skeptic’s terms of debate does not mean that we should leave his arguments or 

objections unanswered. We are commanded in Scripture to answer the skeptical questions that people have about the 

Christian faith and point these people to the hope we have in Christ and the forgiveness he offers (1 Peter 3:14–17; 

cf. 2 Timothy 2:23–26). This is the essence of apologetics from a biblical perspective. 

After we explain that we will not give up our presuppositions but will use the true history recorded in Scripture to 

interpret the evidence and present arguments, we can “answer a fool according to his folly” by showing him the 

logical consequences of his presuppositions. To do this, we help the skeptic see where his thinking leads when it is 

followed to its natural conclusions—we point out the foolishness of his thinking so he doesn’t think he is wiser 

than God. For example, you can ask, “If you believe that animals killing one another is simply part of nature and 

humans are just smart animals, then why is it wrong for humans to kill and eat one another? We don’t get mad at a 

big salmon eating a smaller salmon.” This type of question reveals the skeptic’s inconsistent thinking, exposing the 

foolishness of a worldview without God. 

Never Assume 

Most atheists assume several things to be true. For example, they assume the existence of morality, logic, and the 

consistency of the laws of nature. And yet, according to their own presuppositions, none of these things should exist. 
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But they do! Let me explain why their assumptions are inconsistent with a worldview that assumes only matter and 

energy exist, helping the skeptic to see the foolishness of his materialistic or naturalistic worldview.1 

Assuming Morality 

Most skeptics believe in the existence of morality. Indeed, they will often argue against the biblical God by claiming 

that God is an immoral monster for acts of judgment like the global flood of Genesis. But what standard do they 

have to claim that God is immoral? If life just evolved naturalistically from matter and energy, then where do 

immaterial laws of morality come from? And who establishes these laws? Government? Society? The individual? If 

it is government, then one government cannot call the actions of another government wrong. So was Hitler wrong in 

trying to exterminate the Jews? If it is society, they run into the same problem. They can’t look at a cannibalistic 

society and claim that what they are doing is wrong, because that society approves of the practice. Is it the 

individual? If this is the case, and murdering and stealing are right for me, then why shouldn’t I murder and steal 

from them? They can’t tell me it’s wrong! It’s just wrong for them. 

The world cannot operate based on such arbitrary standards of morality. 

Each of these scenarios is ultimately inconsistent, and the world cannot operate based on such arbitrary standards of 

morality. We all intuitively know that these things are wrong because God has written his law on our hearts (Romans 

2:15). But in an evolutionary worldview, there is no absolute standard for morality and no reason why anyone should 

even have a sense of right and wrong since morality is immaterial. After all, if humans are just highly evolved 

animals, why should we care about evil? Isn’t it survival of the fittest that drives evolution? And if murdering and 

stealing help me survive better, why shouldn’t I murder and steal? When presented with these questions, the skeptic 

is likely to attempt to give a reason, but that reason is not based on absolute truth but the opinions of individuals. 

Apart from a standard from God, each man does what is right in his own eyes. 

Assuming Logic 

Skeptics also assume the existence of logic and use it to frame their arguments. But in a random, naturalistic 

universe, why should immaterial laws of logic exist? Where did they come from and why do they consistently apply 
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everywhere throughout the universe? In a naturalistic universe there is no explanation for laws of logic that is not 

arbitrary, and yet they exist and everyone uses them. 

Assuming Natural Law 

Skeptics face yet another problem. They assume that the laws of nature exist and that they are consistent. Indeed, to 

be able to do observational science in the present, you have to assume that the laws of nature won’t change 

tomorrow. We can only do experiments, make predictions, and get the same results when repeating those 

experiments because the laws of nature don’t change from day to day. They are immaterial and constant throughout 

the universe. But why is this? How can we be certain that tomorrow the law of gravity won’t just randomly change? 

If these natural laws are just the result of random, natural processes, then why should they remain consistent? And 

how do immaterial laws of nature come into being in a material, naturalistic universe? Secularists have no logical 

explanation for the existence of these laws, and yet they assume their existence as they deny that God is the one who 

put them in place. 

The Biblical Worldview 

All of these—morality, logic, and natural laws—exist only because the Bible is true and because the Creator God of 

the Bible exists. We have laws of morality because there is a Lawgiver who has given us a firm foundation for 

morality in the Bible, his revelation to us. We have laws of logic because there is a Mind behind the universe and 

laws of logic are a reflection of his image in us (Genesis 1:27). Natural laws are consistent because there is a Creator 

who made these natural laws and who consistently upholds the universe (Hebrews 1:3). Therefore, we should expect 

the laws of nature to be constant (Genesis 8:22). 

Whether they recognize it or not, they are assuming that Christianity is true in order to argue against it. 

It’s only in a biblical worldview that these things can exist. There is no explanation for these immaterial laws in a 

naturalistic worldview. And yet an atheist must assume these things in order to argue against 

the Christian worldview. This is like someone who doesn’t believe in air arguing against the existence of air. He 

must use air as he breathes and talks to make his argument, and he must use air for his argument to travel to the ears 
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of his listeners. In order to argue against the existence of air, he must assume the existence of air! It’s the same with 

those who argue against a Christian worldview. Whether they recognize it or not, they are assuming that Christianity 

is true in order to argue against it. The fact that they cannot sufficiently account for these and other ideas from their 

own worldview demonstrates that it is internally inconsistent and does not meet the test of being a rational 

foundation to stand upon. In the end, they use the very minds and air given them by God to argue against his 

existence. 

Don’t Answer—Answer! 

When we are engaging skeptics with the truth of God’s Word, we can apply the “don’t answer/answer” strategy 

found in Proverbs 26:4–5. We don’t accept the skeptic’s “folly,” his terms for the debate. Instead, we stand firmly 

on our presuppositions and show the skeptic the logical consequences of his foolish presuppositions and point him to 

the truth of the Christian worldview. Ultimately, our goal in biblical apologetics is to proclaim the truth of the gospel 

of Jesus Christ and to call sinners to repent and trust in their Creator and Savior. 
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