
The Need to Move Ahead 
 Over the past 10 years you have made great strides in moving forward as a church 
to meet the needs of newer generations and meeting the new world that does things different 
than it did many years ago.  However, the longing for normalcy and the desire for the 
familiar, especially post COVID, has caused many churches to move back to the old way of 
doing things. 
 Over the last few years, a lot of what is seen in churches that tend to decline are 
two things.  One is the demand for focus on the needs of the church rather than the 
community the church is in.  Two is the looking back to the past and the present, rather than 
the future. 

Focus on the church 
 Many Pastors get lost in the world of chaplaincy, caretaking, and stability as 
opposed to being leaders.  Don’t get me wrong, pastoral care is an important part of a 
pastor’s position.  But the demand to spend so much of the time visiting and caring for 
people is both time and energy eating.  I hear too often pastors do not visit enough.  In 
reality, there is not enough time to visit as demanded or as a pastor would like to do.  The 
church needs to give the pastor permission to not visit to much.  Encourage them to plan 
and vision.  Encourage them to lead from the pulpit and in meetings.  And please respect 
their time with family and much needed alone time with themselves.  Encourage a trip to 
the mountains or the ocean to clear their head at least once a month.  If they have children, 
offer to be available to watch the children so they may be able to have a date night with 
their spouse.  In that manner, you are serving God and the church, because most pastors I 
know never take the time they need to replenish their energy or care for their family and 
their service as a pastor suffers. 

Looking to the past, missing the future 
 No one wants the traditions of the past to disappear.  The truth is that this does not 
feed the bulldog of the future.  Hymns are not disliked, but in today’s culture many also like 
the modern music of the church.  No one dislikes the fellowship meals, but in today’s 
culture most would prefer something more consistent like coffees or hangout all within the 
time allotted for “church” because their worlds are so busy.  The more modern church goers 
like consistency and chill as opposed to special and formal.   
 We love the traditions of the past.  They warm our hearts and reminds of special 
people and moments in our faith lives.  Traditions helps us to feel at home in church in a 
world that seems to always be changing.  We are not preserving the faith by not changing.  
Without moving forward, the church seems hostile to those that seek to be met where they 
are in life and welcomed in with love and acceptance. 

So Keep Moving Forward 
 The marvel character Luke Cage had a saying, “Always forward, never back”.  
That does not mean the past of the church will disappear.  It does mean that there will be 

new traditions developed.  After all, every generation has a song that means the same for 
them as “Amazing Grace” means to most of us. 

   Blessings and Peace, 
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Pastor’s Peace 

FRIDAY, October 7th—2:00pm 
Leadership Council Meeting 
 
TUESDAY, October 11th - 10:00am 
Super Seniors  
 
TUESDAY, October 11th - 6:30pm 
Deacon’s Meeting - Fellowship Hall 
 
WEDNESDAY, October 12th - 6:00pm 
Dinner & Business Meeting 
Dinner: 6pm ($5), Meeting: 6:30pm  
Fellowship Hall  
 
SUNDAY, October 16th - 9:00am 
Men’s Bible Study & Breakfast  
Fellowship Hall 
 
SUNDAY, October 23rd-after worship 
MPBC Lunch Bunch  - Hudson Bay 

Meet at Church. 
Carpool to  

ABN Museum.  
Lunch downtown.  Sign up on Bulletin Board 


