Small Group Guide: The Big Reveal
Series: The Story of Joseph: Seeing the Bigger Picture (Week 12)
Scripture: Genesis 45:1-15

Opening Prayer
Begin your time together asking God to open hearts and minds to see His faithfulness even
in difficult circumstances.

Icebreaker (10 minutes)
e Share about a time when you experienced a powerful reunion with someone after a
long separation. What emotions did you feel?
e OR:What's the longest you've had to wait for something important? How did the
waiting change you?

Sermon Recap (5 minutes)

After 22 years of separation, Joseph reveals his identity to his brothers who sold him into
slavery. Rather than seeking revenge, Joseph demonstrates extraordinary forgiveness by
recognizing God's sovereign plan to preserve life during the famine. He invites his entire

family to Egypt, promising to provide for them.

Discussion Questions
Understanding the Story (15 minutes)

1. The Emotional Weight: Joseph was 17 when sold into slavery and 39 at this
reunion. How do you think those 22 years shaped Joseph's perspective on what
happened to him?

2. The Brothers' Response: Why do you think Joseph's brothers were "dismayed" and
speechless when they realized who he was? What might have been going through
their minds?

3. Joseph's Perspective: Joseph says three times that "God sent me here" (verses 5, 7,
8). How does this differ from saying "God allowed this to happen"? Why is this
distinction important?

Personal Reflection (20 minutes)

4. Processing Wrongdoing: The sermon asks: "How do we possibly process
wrongdoing against us, or circumstances out of our control after so much time?"
How would you answer this question based on Joseph's example?

5. Seeing God's Plan: Joseph didn't see this as "Joseph's story, but God's plan." What
current or past situation in your life is difficult to view through this lens? What makes
it hard?

6. The Bigger Picture: Joseph recognized that God used his suffering to preserve
Abraham's offspring and fulfill His promises. When have you seen God use difficulty
in your life for a purpose you couldn't see at the time?



Going Deeper (15 minutes)

7. Forgiveness vs. Reconciliation: Joseph not only forgave his brothers but also
restored relationship with them (verse 15). What's the difference between
forgiveness and reconciliation? Are both always possible?

8. "Human sin cannot cancel what God has promised to do." How does this
statement from the sermon give you hope? What promises of God are you holding
onto right now?

9. Practical Trust: Joseph's faith wasn't passive—he actively cared for his brothers
and made plans for their future. How can we demonstrate active faith while trusting
God's plan in difficult circumstances?

Key Takeaways
Write these down and share which one resonates most with you:
1. God's promises remain even when life looks broken
2. Our suffering may be part of a bigger story God is writing
3. True forgiveness sees beyond personal hurt to God's purposes
4. God can use betrayal and injustice to accomplish His plans
5. Time doesn't diminish God's faithfulness—22 years or 215 years, He keeps His word

Practical Applications
This Week's Challenge (Choose One or More):
Reflect:

e Journal about a difficult situation in your past. Ask God to show you how He was
working even when you couldn't see it.

¢ Spend time reading Genesis 12:1-3 (God's promises to Abraham) and Genesis 45.
How do these passages connect? What does this teach you about God's long-term
faithfulness?

Respond:

e Isthere someone who has wronged you that God is calling you to forgive? Write
them a letter (you don't have to send it) expressing forgiveness and asking God to
help you see the bigger picture.

o |dentify one area where you're struggling to trust God's plan. Share it with a trusted
friend or this group and ask for prayer.

Reach Out:

e Like Joseph, actively care for someone who has hurt you. Perform one act of
kindness toward them this week.

e Share your testimony with someone about how God brought good out of a difficult
season in your life.



Closing Prayer (10 minutes)
Prayer Prompts:
¢ Thank God for His sovereignty and faithfulness
o Askfor eyes to see His bigger plan in our circumstances
e« Pray forthe grace to forgive those who have hurt us
e Request strength to wait patiently when we don't understand what God is doing
e Lift up specific situations group members shared tonight

For Further Study
e Genesis 50:19-21 (Joseph's perspective years later)
e Romans 8:28-29 (God working all things for good)
e Psalm 105:16-22 (God's perspective on Joseph's story)
e Matthew 6:14-15 (Jesus on forgiveness)



