
Church Spiritual Growth 

Proclaiming who God is: 
(1 John) Father, you are light. In you there is no darkness at all.  (Neh 9, 2 Peter)You are not 

slow about your promises and are patient toward us, not wanting any to perish but for all to 

come to repentance. (Duet 4, 34, Rom 12) You are also a jealous and avenging God. (Ps 89) 

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go 

before you. 

Remembering what God has done: 
(Gen) In your steadfast love, you called out a man, Abraham, to father a people to whom you 
revealed your glory, and with whom you walked, defeating their enemies so that all nations 
would know that you alone are the living God worthy of all worship.  
 
Thanking God for what He has done:  
Thank you, Lord, for your patience with your stiff-necked people who over and over again, 

spurned your law, rejected your love and chose to walk their own way. But, you, oh Lord, 

knowing the weakness of their human condition, provided a way, through the (Heb 4, 10, Rom 

3) sacrifice of your son Jesus, who (Is 53, 1 Thess 1) satisfied your perfect justice by pouring out 

his life and then (Rom 8) overcoming death through the power of the Holy Spirit raising him 

from the dead.    

Calling on God’s faithfulness: 
Meek Baptist Church is just like your people Israel. We are stiff necked. We exalt our thoughts 
above your thoughts. We make excuses for selfishness; we look to the impotent power of our 
world and lusts to satisfy that which only you can satisfy. But (Heb 13) you will not leave us nor 
desert us. You are a covenant-keeping God and your word says you will (John 6) lose none that 
are yours. (Eph 1) We trust you to seal and secure that which you have called, that which you 
have redeemed, the saints at Meek Baptist Church who believe in the name of Jesus.  
 
Spiritual need for the Word: 
Luke 4:1-13 – Father, before Jesus began his earthly ministry to reveal himself bit by bit as Your 

Son, the Holy Spirit led Him into the wilderness to face his humanity. He was completely alone, 

had no one to talk to, consult with, or walk with except You and the Holy Spirit. At the point of 

extreme physical exhaustion, He did battle with the enemy of his soul with Your word alone. 

Thank you for sharing with us the value Jesus placed on your Word. Lord, lead Meek Baptist 

Church to an understanding of how deep our need for Your word is to fight the battles you 

allow in our lives. Replace our hunger for self-satisfaction with a hunger for your Word. Replace 

our desire to exalt and thereby worship dead things with a passion to worship you, our Living 

God. Replace our desires to find answers in our earthly systems with an understanding that you 

are trustworthy in everything.  

Heb 4:12 Your word, God, is alive and active. Apply the sharp two-edged sword of that living 

word to penetrate our hearts and spirits. Reveal our individual motives, thoughts, and 



intentions, things we are not even aware of.  (Jer 4:3). Father, Abba, will you use the power of 

that sword, your Word to show us the fallow ground of our hearts, and to apply your Word to 

break up that fallow ground, the areas that are not yielding the fruit of the Spirit. (Is 5:20) Let us 

not be ones who call evil good and good evil, people who substitute darkness for light and light 

for darkness, who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter, who are wise in our own eyes 

and clever in our own sight. Without a love for your Word those are exactly the kind of people 

we are. (Ps 119) Turn our hearts to treasure your word, so that we won’t sin against you. Give 

us delight in your statues to understand them as wonderful, life giving, a light in darkness, 

wisdom in turmoil, and safety in danger.  

Spiritual need for surrender:  
(Heb 2) When Jesus presented himself to the Jews as the Messiah, they needed a huge 
paradigm shift to accept his truth. (Col 2) And when Paul preached Christ to the gentiles, they 
and the Jews, needed a paradigm shift. (Rom 12) We, the people of Meek Baptist Church need 
a continual paradigm shift. We are so used to being conformed to this world that we need to be 
transformed by the renewal of our minds.  Without the Holy Spirit being our counselor, we 
cannot fully grasp that when we humble ourselves, we are exalted, that when we give, we 
receive, that when we forgive, we walk in your forgiveness, that when we are weak, we are 
strong, that when we are surrendered to you, we are truly free, that when we die, we live. 
(Rom 11) Show us, Father the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
Give us understanding that, from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. Jesus, for the 
joy set before him, laid down his very life to reconcile us to you. He died to give himself to us 
who believe in him and yet we are loath to lay aside our pride for a brother who thinks 
differently than we do. (James 1) We become impatient with others when our expectations 
aren’t met. We want what we want and we want it because we believe our opinion is the only 
right one. Have mercy on us, Holy God, and do not allow us to be comfortable in our pride, our 
expectations and our desires. (Eph 3) Instead God, give us a deeply rooted and abiding love for 
your glory, your expectations, and your desires, so that our affections and actions would be 
consumed by that which pleases you and exalts your name and we would individually and 
collectively experience the joy and peace of your presence in everything we do. We need the 
power of Christ in us, to walk in a manner that glorifies you. (Ez 11) Change our stony hearts, 
into hearts that respond to your kindness, mercy and love so that (1 Peter 2) we can know and 
proclaim the excellencies of your marvelous light to each other, to Arley, to Smith Lake, and to 
the world.  


