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That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season.  Psalm 1:3


Our church life is full at Wingo.  We are in the full swing of summer activities and ministry.  Kids going to camp, preparing for VBS.  So much to do, and so many ways God can use you to bless others.


I know many of us have fond memories of our childhood of departed saints who taught us in Sunday school or led us in VBS.  We may not remember what they taught us but we remember the love, the care, and the fun that shaped our lives.  My parents did not attend church but they sent me to more than one VBS.  I remember making the same bird house craft at three different churches.  I drank way too much Kool Aid and cookies.  But it kept me out off trouble and exposed me to God’s word.  Which reminds me of Psalm 1 and being like a tree. 


I like to spend time picking fruit and produce from the garden.  It is more fun picking and eating it than is was to plant and cultivate the soil.  It is a reminder of the life cycle of this precious planet God has gifted us with.  You plant, you tend, you harvest.  That is what God said we must do to survive after we left the Garden of Eden.  

The first Psalm reminds us of several wonderful truths.  It leads off with this amazing, life changing fact, You can live a blessed life.


God is not only watching you struggle from on high, he is present in your life helping you make sense of your existence.  You were planned, you were planted, and you were designed to bear fruit.   You are transformed from someone living for yourself, to a life giver for your neighbors and your family.


That short section mentioned in verse 3 can shape a life verse.  If you are seeking for meaning, if being blessed by God sounds good, then seek a path that God blesses.   Plant your life by this wonderful river that flows from God.  Good soil and water feed your soul.  Slow down and let your roots grow deep.  Something good is coming.  


Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop.    James 5:7


We are taught over and over in the scriptures that our lives have purpose.  We can have faith.  We can walk with God.  We can be busy while waiting for what is coming next.  

Enjoy the Summer! Pray for one another! Be thankful!

A Hint of Humor

A child was late to Sunday school for the first time. The teacher asked them if anything was wrong. “No,” the child said, “I wanted to go fishing, but my dad told me I needed to go to church.” The teacher was impressed. They asked the child if the father had explained why it was important to go to church instead of going fishing. “Yes, ma’am,” the child said. “It’s because there’s not enough bait for the both of us.” 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

     Our Vacation Bible School ministry to kids is scheduled for July 19-23 from 6-8:30 PM each night.  The theme for this year is Emerald Crossing: An Irish Adventure Through Psalm 23.  Maci Green is directing our ministry efforts this year for the week, and I know that she has jobs for everyone who will help.  The ministry is for students from preschool age through grade 8 this year.  Thursday, July 23 is Family Night and a great time for us to develop relationships with the families who connect with us during VBS. Please make plans to participate with us!

IN LOVING MEMORY

     Our church family lost two good men in the month of June. Both had been unable to attend because of declining health in the past few years, but both still supported our work and ministry.

     Dan Glover passed away on June 6. He was 80 years old. He first became a part of this congregation at the end of his high school years – when his father, Rev. Edd Glover, pastored our church from 1964-1967 - and developed lifelong friendships with our members. After living in Florida and Illinois, he made his way back to Murray, but made his home with our church again and joined on July 18, 2004.
     Joe Lynn Hargan was 93 and passed away on June 22. He and Mrs. Della were married for 60 years, and they became a part of our congregation about 15 years ago, attending church closer to home in their community, but remaining a part of our body when they sold their farm and moved to Mayfield. He was a veteran, having served in the United States Army.
     We are grateful for their lives and investments in the ministries of our church and rejoice that they both are now in the presence of their Savior.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE BEGINS NEW SEMESTER
     We will begin our family ministry again on Wednesday Night Alive on August 12.  We have our family meal at 6:15 PM and only ask for donations from those who can afford and feel led to give.  We have a nursery, K-3rd class, 4th-6th grade class, MS & HS class, and adult Bible Study at 7 PM.  Then, we close our night with worship and altar prayer at 7:45 PM.  There are always spots for volunteers to help with van ministry, to follow up with VBS contacts, kitchen set up and clean up, contributing to the meals each evening, and outreach to visitors, just to name a few places.  Find your spot and join us on Wednesday evenings!

JULY BIRTHDAYS
  3 – Roxy Lain
  8 – Russell Mays

11 – Mark Mays

13 – Ericia McReynolds, Mary Mays, Jennifer Smith
14 – Hunter Ellegood, Kim Simone
16 – Dawson Fowler

20 – Laurie Bethel, Alex Miller
21 – Julie Sawisch
23 – Marilyn Boyd

24 – Jenny Williams, Caleb Walton

26 – Chris Godwin

CONTINUING A WELCOMING MINISTRY IN OUR TOWN

     We continue to see people moving to Wingo and south Graves County from other states and communities that will be looking for new friends and new support systems, and we have been blessed with some of these new friends becoming a part of our Body.  We want to continue stretching ourselves to be a welcoming Body that invites fresh faces to join us in ministry and in supporting their families.  We want to share “Welcome Baskets” with families when they move into our community. They contain information on our area services, some information about our church, and some “gifts” such as homemade preserves, vegetables, crosses from Wendy’s ministry, and other items that might make a positive impression. If you would be willing to visit a home, please see Bro. R.B. for an address. And, as you look through your community and see unfamiliar faces, make sure you introduce yourself and invite them to join us in worship!

BUILT BY FAITH BOOT CAMP

     We have an exciting new opportunity for personal wellness, meaningful relationships, and outreach to women in our church and community.  Lenora Blankard is offering her experience in exercise and nutrition and providing Built By Faith Boot Camp classes for women at all levels of physical conditioning on Saturday mornings at 8 AM in the Recreational Outreach Center. She also has a Facebook group for participants and shares recipes and other spiritual and physical nourishment for group members. There is no charge to those wishing to participate. Join them and invite an unchurched friend!

NOTES OF GRATITUDE

Thank you so much for the beautiful floral arrangement from you for Dad’s funeral. That was so sweet of you. Dad sure did love your church and had so many good memories without you. Thank you for loving him well and not forgetting him when he physically couldn’t get there on Sundays anymore. I found SO MANY CARDS from you guys – he kept them all. It won’t be the same without him. Thank you again. 



Danielle Klotz (Dan Glover)

I cannot express enough the gratitude I have for you all for the gifts for Baby Cameron and for attending my shower! You all are such a blessing to me, Hannah, Paige, and Kyle, and I can’t wait to welcome Cam into our church family.



Lindsay Ross

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
13 – Michael & Karen Walker
30 – Ron & Mary Mays
JULY CALENDAR
11 – Built By Faith Boot Camp – 8 AM

12-17 – Jr./Jr. High Church @ Brandon Springs
12 – Children leave for Church Camp – 2:30 PM
18 - Built By Faith Boot Camp – 8 AM

19-22 – Emerald Crossing VBS – 6 – 8:30 PM

23 – VBS Family Night  6 PM

25 - Built By Faith Boot Camp – 8 AM

Pastor’s Perspective        Think On These Things 	    ... From Bro. Doug
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