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Oh springtime, Resurrection time.  The season we celebrate the foundation of our faith, our risen Lord.  I love this time of year in Kentucky.  It seems the world awakens gradually.  Some plants burst out early with blooms, others come later with buds bursting from limbs that might appear dead.  


I have several fruit trees on my small plot, just enough to be interesting and a treat.  
There are days in the spring when I can walk around with Kye and watch him devour strawberries, blueberries and mulberries the same day.  That makes papaw happy and I thank God for providing so much for the little squirt to enjoy.


Last year, I had a problem.  My pear and apple trees developed a blight.  Whole limbs dried up, the leaves dead and the blossoms fell with no buds and no fruit.  I had to prune the dead limbs and was left wondering if the tree would survive.  Well, the blossoms have returned and we will see how much fruit we enjoy this year. 


Ezekiel 37, the story of the dry bones has always been a favorite passage for me.  The Lord shows Ezekiel a valley of dry and apparently dead bones. He asks Ezekiel if these bones can live.  Ezekiel didn’t know what to say.   He commands Ezekiel to Prophesy to the bones.  ( One of the scriptural reasons we have preaching in church services.)  The winds of the Spirit blow and life is returned to the bones.  The bones rise and become a mighty army.  Chills.  Goosebumps.  


There is no logical reason for the church to exist.  By any rational means, it would have disappeared due to persecution or apathy centuries ago.  And yet, all over the world, people come to faith every day.  Sins are forgiven, lives are changed, dry bones walk again.  Churches thrive under terrible persecution and poverty.  


Praise God the Father for raising Jesus from the dead.  The same Spirit blows our way, the same love is given us, life returns to the dead.  Lost children are reunited with their father.  And we cry Abba (Hebrew for daddy).   The simplest expression of love and trust, a sound that comes without much thought flowing from deep in our hearts.  


Let this Easter time, this resurrection time, bring you to your knees in praise and God’s Spirit bring life to your dead bones.  

A Hint of Humor:
A Sunday School teacher asked her class, “Does anyone know what Easter is?” One little boy raised his hand and said, “Is that when we all dress up and get free candy from neighbors?” The teacher said, “No, that’s Halloween.” A girl raised her hand: “Is it when we eat turkey and say thanks?” “No, that’s Thanksgiving.” Finally, a quiet boy in the back said, “Easter is when Jesus died for us, was put in a tomb, and three days later He walked out!” The teacher smiled, but then the boy added, “And if He sees His shadow, we get six more weeks of winter!”

EASTER EGG HUNT

     We will be providing an Easter Egg Hunt for our children on Saturday, March 28 at 10:00 AM at the Wingo Elementary School playground.  This can be a wonderful time for all of us to invite kids in our neighborhood and those unchurched to introduce them to ministry of our church.  We need donations of eggs and hard candy (no chocolate please) to help provide a fun opportunity for our kids!
PALM SUNDAY SERVICE

     We see the value of our community worshipping together, but our Good Friday services have not been well attended in recent year.  The Wingo area churches are now going to gather for a community Palm Sunday Service at 6 pm on Sunday, March 29.  Bro. Ike Murphey, pastor of Enon Baptist Church, will be the speaker for the service.  There will be a potluck meal following the service.  We invite you to join with our friends from Wingo Baptist and Enon churches as we experience the solemn reality of our sin which nailed Christ to the cross and the joy of Resurrection which followed.
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE

     Easter will soon be here, and we will once again gather to celebrate the resurrection of our Savior at 6 AM on April 5.  We will have our special sunrise service, then come back at 10 AM for Sunday School and our regular morning worship, which will include Holy Communion.  We hope every one of you will make plans to rise with the sun and join us in celebrating the rising of the Son!

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

18 – Clint & Jenny Williams

21 – Arson & Janet Potts

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

  3 – Kay True

  9 – Ayla Smith

10 – Wyatt Walton

13 – Easton Davis

15 – Gracelynn Green, Maci Green, Matt Walton

16 – Ethan Smith

17 – Lana Ward

24 – Kayla Jones

26 – Blake Jessup

27 – Mirah Harrison

30 – Linda Brown

31 – Hannah Ross

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
  4 – Ginger Dall, Mary Dodson

  6 – Samantha Sullivan

  7 – Lilly McReynolds

14 – Madison Fowler

15 – Stella Cumbee

21 – Thomas Davis

23 – Adam Jones

24 – Billy Hicks, Karen Kineman, Parker Sullivan

26 – Judy Sullivan

29 – Cyler Davis

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
16 – Matt & Ashley Walton

16 – Carlos & Cathy Giron

21 – Ryan & Ericia McReynolds

21 – Fred & Debbie Schneck
BUILT BY FAITH BOOT CAMP

     We have an exciting new opportunity for personal wellness, meaningful relationships, and outreach to women in our church and community.  Lenora Blankard is offering her experience in exercise and nutrition and providing Built By Faith Boot Camp classes for women at all levels of physical conditioning on Saturday mornings at 8 AM in the Recreational Outreach Center. She also has a Facebook group for participants and shares recipes and other spiritual and physical nourishment for group members. There is no charge to those wishing to participate. We hope that this will be a great opportunity for those who might not be connected to a church family to find a safe and encouraging environment each week.

ONE VOICE CELEBRATION MOVED TO MARCH 3

      Covenant Presbytery One Voice event has been rescheduled to May 3.  Because of the fire at Woodlawn Church, churches from all over the presbytery will now be gathering at Bethel CP Church in Ballard County at 5 PM for a night of worship and relationships. The Bethel University Renaissance Choir will be leading our worship, & General Assembly Vice Moderator Daniel Barkley, originally Lone Oak will be the speaker. There will be a free fried catfish meal afterwards.  

     There will also be a Pre-Party for youth in MS/HS beginning at 3 PM.  There will be snacks, games, relationships, worship, and a challenge from Bethel Chaplain Garrett Burns.  We will dismiss evening services that night, take the van for the youth, and take the bus for those wishing to attend the main event.  We do need an approximate number of those attending so they can make sure there is adequate food.  Please let Bro. R.B. know if you plan to attend by April 26.

MARCH CALENDAR
18 – Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15 – 8:00 PM

   Menu: BBQ, baked beans, potato salad, chips

25 – Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15 – 8:00 PM

   Menu: Baked potato bar
28 – Easter Egg Hunt – Wingo Elementary–10 AM
APRIL CALENDAR

  1 - Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15 - 8:00 PM

   Menu: Hamburgers, baked beans, chips

  4 – Built By Faith Boot Camp – 8 AM

  5 – Easter Sunrise Service – 6 AM

        AM Worship & Communion – 10:55 AM

        No evening services

 8 – No Wednesday Night Alive 

   Bible Study and Classes only at 7 PM

11 – Built By Faith Boot Camp – 8 AM

15 - Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15 – 8:00 PM

 Menu: Grilled chicken, cheesy potatoes, green beans

18 – Built By Faith Boot Camp – 8 AM

20 – EWES Luncheon–11:30 AM – Cracker Barrel

22 – Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15 – 8:00 PM

   Menu: Spaghetti, salad, garlic bread
25 – Built By Faith Boot Camp

29 – Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15 – 8:00 PM

   Menu: Tacos & Fajitas
For your planning
These are dates for summer camps and VBS.
Sr. High Church Camp – June 21-26

Jr./Jr. High Church Camp – July 12-17

Vacation Bible School – July 19-23
Pastor’s Perspective       Can These Dead Bones Live?         . . . From Bro. Doug
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