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As I look outside the window, I am struck by the beauty of what God has created.  My Father lets me live here among all this beauty.  The fresh air, sunshine, and rain of spring – it makes me realize,  I don’t know how long I will live, and I don’t know whether it will be enjoyable or difficult.  The handbook of instructions did not promise constant joy, it simply promises life, and life is messy sometimes.  


School is ending and plans for summer are taking off.  This is a very busy season in many people lives. Life decisions are being made and many young people are feeling the pressure of life bearing down on them. 


I love reading the psalms, because when people write poetry or prose, they usually are trying to express something very important to them.  I find the honesty in Psalm 62 very refreshing:

In Verse 1-2 David  has  a very confident message:  “Truly me soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him.  Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.”

But then we get to verse 3:  “How long will you assault me?  Would all of you throw me down--this leaning wall, tis tottering fence?  Surely they intend to topple me from my lofty place;  they take delight in lies, With their mouths they bless, but in their hearts they curse.”

David is sharing his troubles with us.  He has enemies who seek to hurt him.   He doesn’t share it for sympathy, he shares his prayer so we can see the struggle to honor God with his response to that battle.  He goes on further in verse 9, “Surely the lowborn are but a breath, the highborn are but a lie.  If weighed on a balance, they are nothing; together they are only a breath.”  Do not trust in extortion or put vain hope in stolen goods; though your riches increase, do not set your heart on them.”


We must find the way God has set for us through the winding path of this life.  The setbacks, physical limitations, and struggles we endure are not random.  God is shepherding us through a very complicated pasture, and we as sheep are not always given a vote.  So, if you have been frustrated you did not get easy answers from God, perhaps you haven’t learned what the difficult times are trying to tell you.  


Let’s remember this from v:11-12:  “One thing god has spoken, two things I have heard;  “Power belongs to you, God.  And with you, Lord, is unfailing love.”  And “You reward everyone according to what they have done.” 

You are loved.

A Little Funny
After the close of the service, the Church Board gathered at the back of the sanctuary for an announced meeting. But a stranger was in their midst – a visitor who had never before attended their church. 

 “My friend,” said the pastor, “Didn’t you understand that this is a meeting of the Board?” 

“Yes, said the visitor, “and after today’s sermon, I suppose I’m just about as bored as anyone else who came to this meeting.
YOUTH LED SERVICE MAY 17

     On the same day that we honor our graduates, the youth and children of our congregation, the youth and children of our congregation will be leading the service as part of our Youth Day celebration. We will have youth leading in various parts of the service, sharing Scripture, providing special songs, and even providing the message.  Please join us for the special day.
CONGRATS GRADUATES

     We want to celebrate the milestone accomplishments of three of your church youth this year. We have been blessed by the talents and energy and pray that we have been faithful to plant in them the seeds of God’s Word.
     Our “bonus” graduate came to us this year in the form of a foreign exchange student who spent the year with Adam & Kayla Jones.  Leonie Dupouy is from Bordeaux, France and graduated from Mayfield High School with Summa Cum Laude distinction. She plans to pursue a degree in international law upon returning to her country.
    Evan Green graduated from Graves County High School with Summa Cum Laude distinction.  She is the daughter of Keith & Deena Green and has been a part of our church body her entire life.  She plans to attend Murray State University in the fall and major in marketing & public relations.

     Caleb Walton graduated from Graves County High School. He has been a budding entrepreneur for some time – mowing lots of yards, including the church for several years. He is the son of Matt & Ashley Walton. He plans to attend Murray State in the fall and major in electrical engineering.
     We will honor our graduates in a special service on Sunday morning, May 17, and we will have a catered meal after the service to honor the graduates and the mothers of our congregation. 

CHURCH CAMP APPLICATIONS DUE MAY 31
     The mess of the last couple of years has prohibited Covenant Presbytery from being able to hold camps for children and teens, but camps are back for the 2022 season!  Kids going into the fourth grade this fall through those who just graduated high school are eligible to attend.  Senior high camp dates are June 21-26.  Junior and Junior High camps run concurrently the week of July 12-17. We do have adult counselors that will be serving on camp staff each week.  The church pays the fee for those who attend our fellowship.  Maci Green can provide information on how to register online, and those applications need to be turned in by Sunday, May 31 to reserve your spot!
FIFTH SUNDAY SINGING

     This month has five Sundays, so that means we will have another opportunity to share the many talents of our congregation in a Fifth Sunday Singing.  We have many great voices and only get to hear them about once a quarter, so this is a great chance to hear those “favorite” songs and to celebrate the many good voices that fill our congregation.

QUE DIEU VOUS GARDE, LEONIE!

     We have been blessed this school year to have a smiling face with an accent that did not come from West Kentucky. Leonie Dupouy came to us as a foreign exchange student from Bordeaux, France. Her parents, Gerald Dupouy and Caroline Berbis, and brother Arthur shared her with us for the year while she attended Mayfield High School.  She has jumped in with our other teenagers and helped in children’s ministries while enjoying cheer and tennis at Mayfield High School.  Her last Sunday with us will be May 17, and her host family Adam & Kayla Jones & their kids will find a big hole in their home from the blessings she provided.  Please share your love with her and pray that God would protect and keep her as she returns to be a light in her home country.
WELCOME TO THE WORLD

     Our congregation has been blessed with the cooing of a new precious soul that has entered our world.  Cameron Duke Sherill entered the world on April 20, weighing 8 lb. 1 oz. and measuring 20 inches long.  The blessed mother is Lindsay Ross, and siblings Hannah, Paige, and Kyle are eager to help with his care.  Monty & Lora Duke are the grandparents.  We are grateful for this blessing and pray that we are faithful to the trust God has given us to plant seeds of God’s Word in his heart.
BUILT BY FAITH BOOT CAMP

     We have an exciting new opportunity for personal wellness, meaningful relationships, and outreach to women in our church and community.  Lenora Blankard is offering her experience in exercise and nutrition and providing Built By Faith Boot Camp classes for women at all levels of physical conditioning on Saturday mornings at 8 AM in the Recreational Outreach Center. She also has a Facebook group for participants and shares recipes and other spiritual and physical nourishment for group members. There is no charge to those wishing to participate. We hope that this will be a great opportunity for those who might not be connected to a church family to find a safe and encouraging environment each week.

WED NIGHT REMINDER

     Wednesday Night Meals will take the summer sabbatical after May 13 until school starts in August.  We will have our regular youth classes & bible study through the summer at 7 PM.  
WEDDING SHOWER

     Isaac Holland and Maci Green are joining their lives in holy matrimony on Saturday, June 27 at 5:30 PM at Wingo Baptist Church.  The reception will follow in our Recreational Outreach Center.  There will be a household wedding shower for Isaac & Maci on Sunday, May 31 at 2 pm in the Recreational Outreach Center.  Members of the church are invited. The couple is registered on Walmart and Amazon.

COLOMBIAN PASTOR TO VISIT OUR BODY JUNE 21

     We have an incredible opportunity to meet an incredible servant of God and enjoy a cross-cultural experience during our AM worship on Sunday, June 21. The current moderator of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church worldwide, pastor Johny Montano from Popayan, Colombia will be joining us for worship and will share with us through a translator from God’s Word.  He is the pastor the second-largest church in the denomination, a 1200-member congregation in the city of about 300,000 people.

     In 1997, Bro. R.B. and nine other young adult men from the CP Church went on a two-week mission trip to Colombia and spent 11 days in Guapi, a small, jungle, coastal town that is only reachable by air or sea.  The impoverished area had a growing church, and the group helped in construction of an addition to their facility. The youth pastor at the time was 19-year old Johny. For over two decades afterwards, our church sent financial support through a missionary to support the work in Guapi.  It is no longer safe to travel to Guapi because of the cartels in the area, but the work there continues.

     We have the blessing of our congregation being able to meet one from the church our financial support aided for so many years. He is a vibrant, exciting servant of the Lord, and we hope that you will join us as we welcome him that day.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

     Our Vacation Bible School ministry to kids is scheduled for July 19-23 from 6-8:30 PM each night.  The theme for this year is Emerald Crossing: An Irish Adventure Through Psalm 23.  Maci Green is directing our ministry efforts this year for the week, and I know that she has jobs for everyone who will help.  The ministry is for students from preschool age through grade 8 this year.    Please make plans to participate with us!

MAY BIRTHDAYS
  1 – Laura Skinner

  4 – Joanne Barnhouse

  9 – Debbie Gilbert

10 – Wesley Curtsinger, Deena Green,                 
Sam Sawisch

11 – Shelley Dean

13 – Kyle Ross

16 – Ashley Walton, Albany Willie

17 – Howard Ward

18 – Mary Anderson

21 – Brett Burkeen

25 – Jonah Duke

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

  4 – Joe Hargan
  5 – Tripp Jones

10 – Jude Lain

15 – Tana Dunevant

17 – Terry Bethel

20 – Janet Potts
24 – Keith Green, Kyle Nall, Debbie Schneck

IT'S CANNING SEASON!

     Our ladies enjoyed some time in the past making strawberry preserves, canning green beans, and make dill pickles.  We have come to the end of our green beans and preserves that we have been sharing in each of our welcome baskets. We can purchase the supplies, and we will soon have fresh produce available for some more canning.  If our ladies would enjoy the time together, perhaps they can gather again a couple of days for some more canning and fellowship – perhaps even expanding to new opportunities.  This is a great fellowship activity and serves a great purpose in our welcoming ministry.  If some ladies are interested, we’ll announce and help with the supplies for some more country living and fellowship!
NOTES OF GRATITUDE

Church family,

     I cannot express enough the gratitude I have for you all for the gifts for Baby Cameron and attending my shower! You all are such a blessing to me, Hannah, Paige, and Kyle, and I can’t wait to welcome Cam into our church family.


Lindsay Ross

There are no words good enough to express my deep appreciation of your kindness, prayers, cards, & continued love you all have expressed to John & myself through this past extremely hard year. We both have been so blessed by your love. The absolutely beautiful wreath you sent was beyond lovely. God bless you all for everything you’ve done. You’re always in my heart.  Thank you.

     Thank you EWES for all your sweet caring cards. I love you all. God is so good, all the time!  Praise His name!




Ginger Dall  

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

25 – Monty & Lora Duke

27 – Bob & Shelley Dean

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
  9 – Adam & Kayla Jones

30 – Dawson & Madison Fowler

MAY EVENTS
17 – Youth Led Service – 10:55 AM
       Graduates Sunday & Mother’s Day Celebration

       Fellowship Meal after AM worship

       No PM services

20 – Bible Study – 12 Unlikely Heroes – 7 PM

        Youth & Children Classes

26 – Built By Faith Boot Camp – 8 AM

27 -  Bible Study – 12 Unlikely Heroes – 7 PM

        Youth & Children Classes
31 – 5th Sunday Singing – 6 PM
        Church camp applications due

JUNE EVENTS
  3 - Bible Study – 12 Unlikely Heroes – 7 PM

        Youth & Children Classes

  6 - Built By Faith Boot Camp – 8 AM

10 - Bible Study – 12 Unlikely Heroes – 7 PM

        Youth & Children Classes

13 - Built By Faith Boot Camp – 8 AM

17 - Bible Study – 12 Unlikely Heroes – 7 PM

        Youth & Children Classes

20 - Built By Faith Boot Camp – 8 AM

21 – Guest Speaker – Johny Montona – AM service 

        Father’s Day – No PM worship service

        Youth leave for Church Camp – 1:30 PM

24 - Bible Study – 12 Unlikely Heroes – 7 PM

        Youth & Children Classes

27 - Built By Faith Boot Camp – 8 AM
Pastor’s Perspective                        God’s Navigation       . . . From Bro. Doug
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