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A Letter from Pastor Rudolph

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”(Romans 8:15)
Adoption is a beautiful representation of the Gospel. We know that everyone in
the world is born in sin. We are all sinners from conception and it changes us to our
core. Without grace, we constantly turn away from God and do whatever we want,
regardless of whether it is right or wrong. Jesus even says that those who live in sin
are “of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires” (John 8:44).

That’s a terrifying thought! But thanks be to God that He does not leave us in such
a sorry state. instead, the Father sent His Son to die on the cross and defeat the
devil through His death and resurrection! This is the Gospel, that Jesus died for our
sins and has freed us from the slavery to sin, death, and the devil that we lived in
before. Now, we are free and live new lives in the Holy Spirit that God has given us
through Baptism and faith.

As Paul said in Romans 8, this means that we live a new life that looks forward, not
back. We didn’t receive this Holy Spirit to be fearful, but to conquer fear through
faith in Jesus Christ. We have instead received a “Spirit of adoption as sons” which
takes us away from our ancestry of sin and brings us into the familiy of God, children
of the Heavenly Father who loves us unconditionally.

It is this adoption that means everything to the Christian. We are no longer slaves
to sin or conformed to the world. Instead, we ook to Christ as our brother who died
for us and saved us. We look to our new Father as a good Father who will never
leave us nor forsake us. He is the Father we may never have had on earth, yet He
loves us as His own and has given us His own Family name in Baptism (you've heard
it: in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit).

We have been adopted into God’s family to be full members of His household and
to be given the full inheritance that Jesus deserved. Yet God wants us to have it. He
wants us to know Him fully. He wants us to run to Him with questions, requests, and
concerns. Thanks be to God that we have been saved by grace through faith and
now we can know what a good Father really is: loving and compassionate.

On September 20", we will be hosting the Flanick family to talk with us about their
experience with adoption. They live and work in the Fort Wayne area and are
members at Concordia Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne. Several years ago, they
adopted a son and have brought him into their family and would like to share their
experiences and give encouragements for anyone thinking about adoption. Come,
join us on Sunday, September 20™ at 9:15 (between the services) to hear more about
how God works through families like the Flanicks, families like yours, and the entire
adoption process to care for children in need of love, care, and support!

Pastor Jared Rudolph




LABOR DAY THROUGH MEMORIAL DAY,
THE CHURCH SECRETARY’S OFFICE
HOURS WILL CHANGE TO THE

FOLLOWING:
MONDAYS 9:00AM -1:00PM

WEDNESDAYS 9:00AM -1:00PM
THURSDAYS 9:00AM - 1:00PM
FRIDAYS 9:00AM - 1:00PM

with the secretary’s desk on:
TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS

We have also been blessed with volunteers to help |

-
——

Office Notice

The Church office and Wee Creations will be closed
September 7 in observance of Labor Day.

MONDAY NIGHT WORSHIP CHANGE
FOR LABOR DAY

i§ There is no Monday night worship on September 7,
in observance of Labor Day.

VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY MEETING

Congregational Voters' Assembly Meeting will take place in
—  September. This year, that date is set for September 13, at
9:15am, between the services.

SERVICE TIME CHANGE

Starting September 13, Sunday worship times
change to 8:00am and 10:30am. Monday evening
service will remain at 6:30pm.




UPCOMING BIBLE STUDIES

BIBLE READING GROUP
Starting Wednesday, September 2 at 12:30pm

Is reading the Bible a habit in your life? Does your family read it together
outside of church? Reading just 15-20 minutes a day is a great way to grow
roots in God’s Word and build the habit of daily devotions. Plus, you can even
read the entire Bible in a year!

Join other members of Peace as we make Bible reading an important habit in
: our lives! -The reading group will meet on the first Wednesday of the month at
Seedteen > 12:30 to ask questions and learn more about what God has revealed to us in the
Bible! Daily readings will be listed in the Newsletter each month and can be
found on our new Peace Lutheran app as well!

CR
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ONLINE STUDY
Starting Wednesday, September 9 at 10:00am

In September, we’ll be starting up our Online Bible study once
again! In this study, we look at the readings for the coming
Sunday so that we can grow deeper in God’s Word each week!

This year, since we switched our technology services to

Microsoft, we will also be switching from Zoom to Microsoft Teams. The switch should work the
same, with a website link provided each week. Laptops and computers should access it in the same
way, although tablets and cell phones will need to download the “Microsoft Teams” app from the
app store. Please contact the church office with any questions or for help downloading the app!

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Starting Thursday, September 10 at 9:30am

Reading through the Bible can be intimidating, especially when

you see all those books in the Old Testament that you can’t
: pronounce! During our Thursday morning Bible Study this fall,

we will be reading through the Minor Prophets—the 12 small, but mighty books at the end of the Old
Testament—so that we can get the context, purpose, and message God gave us through them. From
Hosea to Malachi, the prophets call out our sin, yes, but also point us to the coming Savior who
would be born in Bethlehem just a few hundred years later. Join us at 9:30am, Thursday mornings,
to learn more about “The Minor Prophets”!

Look for more great Bible studies to be announced later this winter!
Topics will include the books of Genesis, James, Hebrews and more!



pos— SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS
i b =N Adult Bible Class will begin on Sunday, September 20, with a special

e presentation! Josh and Karsin Flanick have been blessed through the
Grl_b adoption process with a son, and they would like to share their story
with you! As members of Concordia Lutheran in Fort Wayne, they would
SUNDAY SCHOOL like to share their experiences with adoption as it is a testimony to God's
faithfulness in difficult times and encourage us to trust in His will above
all things. Join Josh and Karsin on Sunday, September 20, at 9:15am to
hear about God's grace through adoption!

The following Sunday, September 27, Pastor Rudolph will begin a study called “Ready for
Reformation: Martin Luther and the 95 Theses.”

Starting Sunday, September 20,
) Youth Sunday School will begin at 9:15am.

Women's Bible Study continues every
Monday, starting September 14, at 10:00am.
We dig deep into Scripture, encouraging one another
in our faith, and enjoying Christian fellowship together.
Please contact Mary Anne Hibbard by email
mhibbard@plcms.org for more information or with any
guestions.

Adult Vocal Choir rehearsal will take place on
Wednesdays, beginning September 16 at 7:00pm.

Handbells rehearsal will take place on Wednesdays,
beginning September 16 at 6:00pm.

**pleqase note there is NO rehearsal for both
Choir and Handbells on September 23.**

Please contact Mary Anne Hibbard for more information,

by email mhibbard@plcms.org or cell phone 586.764.3561.
Making a joyful noise to the Lord!

High School Youth Group

High School Youth Group will meet on Sunday, September 13 at
5:30pm. Both parents and students are invited to attend this
informational session. Join us for Scoops Ice Cream afterwards!




MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Young Adult Fellowship
Sunday, September 20
5:30pm
Pastor Rudolph’s House

9 Meet at Pastor and Tirzah's house for a home cooked meal,
| games, and Christian fellowship! This group is open to college
| students as well as those who are already in the workforce, ages
18-30. Please contact Pastor or Tirzah if you wish to be adde
to the email list for this group!

Pastor: pastorrudolpheplems.org
Tirzah: rudolphtirzahegmail.com

The Hospitality sign-up sheet for the

Fall/Winter season is now available for those
interested in providing snacks or brewing
coffee between Sunday worship services.
Four dozen cookies, coffee cake or
doughnuts are needed by 8:45am each
week. The sign-up sheet is available in the
kitchen.
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MOST Ministries Mission Trip Opportunity

Mission Opportunities Short Term (MOST Ministries) is a Christian non-profit
organization that connects, trains, and sends short-term mission teams throughout
the world, in response to requests from missionaries and church bodies. Based in
Ann Arbor, MI, MOST Ministries serves those living in some of the poorest countries
in the world through Eyeglass Clinics, English Language Camps, and Clean Water
Projects.

Have you ever wondered about serving in a foreign mission? A short term
mission team is being formed soon by MOST Ministries to serve in the Juarez,
Mexico area, September 19-26, 2026. This team will be serving with Clean Water
Outreach, partnering with local churches, who will continue the outreach long after
the team departs. Training and organization will be provided.

There is still time to join this team! For more information, please contact Mary
Anne Hibbard Casault at (586) 764-3561, who will also be serving on the team.




2026 Advent/Christmas Devotion Book God is Calling You!
As “Friendly People Growing in Christ - Called to Praise and

Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate,” He is inviting you

o to be in ministry to friends and neighbors in our community as we
ETE@ create our devotional booklet for the 2026 Christmas season as
a way to prepare for celebrating the birth of our Savior.

YOU are the one God wants. Would you see it as a call from our Lord to be part of this undertaking? The
theme this year centers on “The Sensory Season” and focuses on the verse: “Taste and See that the Lord is
Good!” (Psalm 34:8) We will be centering our worship and writings on how the five senses (seeing, hearing,
tasting, feeling, and smelling) guide us in preparing our hearts and minds and attitudes for the coming of
God's gift of Grace. A Flavor, a Fragrance, a Feeling, a Fanfare, a Flicker or Flash - all things that impact our
senses drawing us closer to a deep and wondrous relationship with the Christ child, our Savior, our
Redeemer.The King is coming! You can sense it.

Your senses are alive with stories packed with special and deeply personal meanings for you as you have
welcomed Jesus into your life during this season. What a grand opportunity to share that goodness as an
inspiration for others. Helpful guidelines and procedures along with samples will be shared and we are here
to provide help, support, and encouragement. We hope you will join us in preparing this gift to the community.

Please send an email message to Don Luepke at: donaldluepke@gmail.com as soon as possible and
certainly by the deadline date of Sunday, September 6. expressing your interest and to find out more about
being a part of this “one-time” ministry. Or you can also provide the necessary information on a sign up
sheet at the Information Desk at the East Entrance. We will indeed all grow together in Christ and all of
God's people rejoice in your consideration. Thank you for your witness and support.

Mary Anne Hibbard, Leslie Ann Engle, Gay Kirkton, Don Luepke

Lutheran Women FALL GATHERING

> In Mission SEPTEMBER 12, 2026

LWM Kendallville Zone Fall Gathering will take place on
Saturday, September 12
at Prince of Peace in Stroh, Indiana.

ag Ay LS —

Merciful Mamas is starting up again this fall!

Please join us for a night of food and fellowship at Tirzah’s house Saturday, September 19 at
5:30pm. We will be hosting an “Appetizer Recipe Swap!” Please bring your favorite dip or appetizer
to share as well as your recipe for that dish. We can all sample each other’s appetizers and take
home the recipes! All women are welcome!!

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to:

Kelley Smith (260) 243-1459 kelleysmith612@gmail.com
Tirzah Rudolph (260) 416-4479 rudolphtirzah@gmail.com




AMERICAN RED CROSS Peace Lutheran Blood Drive

BLOO D Wednesday, September 22

12:00pmM-5:00pm

D R I v E If you are interested in donating, please visit:

www.redcrossblood.org
or call:
1-800-RED-CROSS

PLhat ca Crrich Shate?

Griefé Share“‘ For over 25 years, GriefShare has been helping people find comfort

after the loss of a loved one.

GriefShare is a 13-week program to help those discover what to
expect and what is “normal” in grief. This support group also
teaches helpful ways of coping with grief in a safe and welcoming
environment.

S u p p o rt Peace Lutheran Church will be hosting GriefShare classes:

Every Tuesday, now through October

G ro u p 6:30pm-8:00pm

If you have any questions or concerns regarding GriefShare or
would like to pre-register, please contact Luanne Haupt or the
church office.

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES

Fa m | I y Our next opportunity to serve will be
. September 21-September 25.
Promise

Would you like to be a part of the Family Promise Ministry in September? The Family

Promise house, located in Coldwater Michigan provides housing and other assistance for
individuals and families facing homelessness. Local churches provide meals and donations
of pantry items throughout the year. Our next opportunity to serve will be the week of
September 21. Whether it is providing financially, purchasing pantry items, preparing food,
delivering meals, or praying, we value your assistance. Please look for the meal and driver
sign-up sheets on the information desk. Pantry donations may be placed in the kitchen and
labeled "Family Promise". See Connie Sweeney for any questions.




Sleep in Heavenly Peace Bed Build

Did you know that there are children in Steuben County who don't
have a bed of their own? Some sleep on couches, some on the floor,
and others with several people in the same bed. In an effort to be a part
of the solution, we are hosting a "Bed-Build" here at the Peace!

To support this community service project, you can join us at 9:00am

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE  ON Saturday, September 12 at the Pavilion! A team from Sleep in

Heavenly Peace, IN-Steuben Co will be here with tools, supplies, and guidance as we work
together building beds for those less fortunate than ourselves. Water and snacks will be
provided with a lunch provided after. Each bed costs $250 to build, so monetary donations
or "bedding in a bag" donations are welcome as well! Contact Pastor Rudolph for more
information.

If you or someone you know is in need of a bed, please contact Sleep in Heavenly Peace
directly by visiting https://shpbeds.org/chapter/in-steuben-co/

_«*“CHAIRYOGA " '

VeEmiesday afternoons 12: 30pm-1 30pm ffi‘
\__\ ~ O A Peace Lutheran Church (( \
s Al Fellowship Hall "

rYogais a gentle form of yoga that can improve flexibility,
decrease stress, and reduce joint strain.

Supervision: A Key to Quality Christian Care
Just what happens in Stephen Ministry Supervision?
Why is it so important?

These questions are significant and worth answering so here we go!

.The goal of Stephen Ministry Small Group Peer Supervision (wow! that's a mouthful in itself) is
for Stephen Ministers to help each other provide the best care possible for their care receivers.
That is why all Stephen Ministers attend supervision whether they currently have an active
assigned relationship with a care receiver or not.

2.Meeting twice monthly, Supervision is led by Stephen Leader Coordinator, Ellen Luepke, assisted
by Stephen Leader Rick Kirkton, Training Leader.

Tune in next month for thoughts about what goes on during these two hour sessions held twice a
month. Of course, all of this is done within the confines of complete confidentiality.




Wee Creations

Early Learning Ministry

of Peace Lutheran

Wee Creations children and staff kept busy this summer with fun outdoor
activities, craft projects, visits from Dove the Comfort Dog and lots of
learning! We look forward to welcoming preschool and PreK students back,
starting September 1, and celebrating WCM'’s 35" year!







Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28 ESV
Hi, everybody! -
Happy September! Are you settled into your autumn routines?

School and work keep us super busy but I love seeing so many more
of my friends during my work days and at church. Do you know I
went back to school recently? Handlers and ministry partners went
with me to our regional conference. Our mission project was helping
foster families. It was work and so much fun, hard to stay still and
great when I could play. Can you imagine eight golden retrievers at
recess? We used up lots of energy! It was hard for us to get quiet
again when we were told to settle. Settle — that word gets me back to
doing what I’'m supposed to do. It’s also a command that lets me relax
and rest. I need the peace of “settle” at the end of a long day of work
or to help me refocus. How about you? God tells you to settle, too!

One of the ministry partners who had worked with me the longest was
Sharon Aldrich. She was always smiling, laughing, protected me, cared
for others, and worked very hard. Sharon always looked for ways she
could help God help people and that’s what Comfort Dog Ministry does.
I will miss Sharon very much but the Dove Team thanks God for sharing
her with us until He took her to rest with Him. I bet Sharon isn’t staying
very quiet in Heaven, though. She loves to stay busy!

May God bless and keep you always!
Love,

Dove




. | HEARTS OF MERCY
./ /' AND COMPASSION

e September 2026

On behalf of the congregation, the Hearts of
Mercy & Compassion (HMC) team gifted a Heart to
- family of Sharon Aldrich, at her Celebration of Life
on Friday, August 21.

Sharon was a longtime member of Peace, and
served in many ways. She had served with the
Altar Guild, as a Stephen Minister, helped with the
Red Cross blood drives, volunteered in the church
office, provided transportation for church
members and neighbors, and coordinated the
Prayer Chain email list. Sharon also volunteered at
Cameron Hospital.

If anyone would wonder what Sharon’s most

important legacy is, they can look the the family

- photo, with many of the children are holding Dove
stuffies. Sharon was a dedicated Ministry Partner

- with Dove the Comfort Dog Team. If you asked
Sharon how she was doing, her usual answer was
“just peachy!”

The Heart is the universal symbol conveying
love. Blue is the color of hope and the fish is a
symbol of God’s saving grace.
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Blessing Boxes

The blessing boxes in our west parking lot provide a special
opportunity to serve others in our community. You are welcome to
place non-perishable food items inside the boxes at anytime, or to
help yourself to food items within the box. Donation items may also
be placed in the designated basket -

—— under the mailboxes in the West Lobby.
Suggested items for the Blessing Boxes include:

e canned soup

e canned proteins such as chicken, tuna, or beef

e mashed potatoes, rice and noodle sides

e breakfast cereal

e personal hygiene items like deoderant and toothpaste

The Food Co-Op at Concordia Theological Seminary is
) open to all seminary students and their families. Food and
mCTSFW household items are available to these families at no charge.
Students volunteer service time for the privilege of shopping.
The Food Co-Op is set up like a small grocery store.
This month’s donation wish list items include: %
. baby food . i
. Wipes
- diaper rash cream
tear free baby shampoo
baby body wash

FOOD & CLOTHING CO-OP

ey Christmas Child year-round! Donations may be placed in the blue tote in the
corner of the coat room, in the West Lobby. ey

Suggested items for September include:

- flashlights hair brushes and combs &, R eorstion

. fidget spinners washcloths e ol
- hair bows and headbands toothbrushes o "

« hair elastics school supplies

Thank you for your continued support of this fun and faith-filled
ministry! Please see Tiffany Baas with any questions, or stop by the church office.




SEPTEMBER-SUICIDE PREVENTION MONTH

Preventing suicide begins long before someone is experiencing a crisis. By creating healthy
environments for individuals, families, and communities, we can protect people from feeling suicidal in
the first place. We can also lessen the community effects of suicides when they do happen, which can
reduce risk among those who lost a loved one to suicide, and promote healing.

Everyone can help prevent suicide by learning the warning signs, promoting resilience, and
supporting people at risk.

Risk factors

Someone's suicide risk varies as a result of the number and intensity of certain factors, including life
circumstances and community conditions.

Some factors that may increase the likelihood of suicide can include:

e Previous suicide attempts
History of depression and other mental illness
Financial problems or job loss
Bullying or social isolation
Lack of access to health care
Easy access to lethal means, and
e |ntimate partner or family relationship problems.

Having these experiences does not predict suicide or suicide attempts. Most people who experience
these factors do not attempt or die by suicide. There are also experiences and community conditions
that can protect people or act as a buffer from suicide. Some of these can include:

e Coping and problem-solving skills

e Strong sense of cultural identity

e Support from friends and family
Feeling connected to others, and
Availability of high-quality health care.
Prevention tips
Parents and caregivers

Raising children can be challenging—it's ok to ask for help. Reach out to babysitters, childcare
providers, family members, or close friends. Discuss your concerns with your child's doctor. Also
consider finding out if your community offers support groups or programs for parents and caregivers.

e Talk to your child about their mental health and provide support for challenges they may be
experiencing.

e Seek parenting skill training programs to help build stronger relationships with your children.

e Watch for signs of distress in your child like anger, withdrawal, changes in school performance,
sleep, or eating, and seek help when needed.

e Build stronger relationships with your children with support from people who care about you and
from your community.

e Securely store firearms and prescriptions (for example, in a gun safe or lock box) to prevent access
by children and other unauthorized users.

Everyone can recognize the warning signs in their friends and family

and connect them to the 24 /7 Liteline by dialing “988"
or contact a mental health provider if they are in crisis.




Sundays: 8:00am _
10:30am in-person '
MondayS' 6:30pm in-person

online and in-person

S WEKTRESW W T

OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION )&.
CHURCH PHONE NUMBER — 260-495-4306 %

OFFICE EXTENSIONS: . ﬁ

Secretary- 301 s
Pastor Jared Rudolph- 303 *

Kristin McGee- 304
Wee Creations Office- 305 ﬁ?

Church Service Hours- 321 B

= WEBSITE — www.plcms.org
. EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church: o
% Pastor Jared Rudolph - PastorRudolph@plcms.org
[ Sara Miller - Director@weecreations.org k
Kristin McGee - Admin@plcms.org
Emily Disbro - secretary@plcms.org
Stephanie Paradine - ComfortDog@plcms.org
Mary Anne Hibbard - mhibbard@plcms.org

#3 Judy Scharpenberg - kJscharp@mchSI com

Peace App - Download our app to live stream worship, access Christian-based media and
learning tools, submit prayer requests, and morel To download simply scan the QR code,
select which app store you are using, tap “Download the App,” then install.

Be sure it says “Peace Lutheran Fremont”’and look for our logo!

E-News - Just a reminder that we continue to publish our e-news and announcements every

¢ SUBSCRIBE week. If you haven’t signed up to receive e-news through your email, please email Pastor
Teeple and he will get you signed up! If you did sign up and haven’t seen it, please double
check your SPAM folder; it is an email that comes from the secretary's email address:
secretary@plcms.org




9/1
9/2
9/3
9/4

9/5

9/6

of7

9/8

9/9

9/10

9/13

9/15
9/16

Richard Hullinger
Travis Vonderau
Elaine Elsner
Patti Baals

Hope Korte

Judy Jackson
Linda Edgar

Jeff Parrish

Jeff Wilson

Julie Uetrecht
Gage King
Sandy Crabill
Carol Glusenkamp
Layla Hagerty
Barbara Wagner
Lisa Bauer

Dave Panning
Danner Johnson
Amanda Lovell
Brianna Mann
Terry Engle
Susan Fisher
Susan Lovell
Steve Cygan
Jeanette Meridew
Scott Miller

9/1/2012 Brad & Michelle Fincher

9/17 Eunice Hoover

9/18
9/19

9/21
9/22
9/23

9/24

9/26

9127

9/29
9/30

Terry Edgar
Hilary Ross
Alice Zielke
Jeff Handlin
Max Tynan
Bruce Yerks
Alan Korte
Joe Thomas

Fred Schlegel
Judy McCrea

Mark Bienz
Ann Clark
Josey Korte

9/3/2017 Kelly & Deb Johnson
9/13/1980 Joe & Sally Mowrey
9/12/1980 Chris & Cindy Kortenber
9/15/1973 Steve & Charla Cygan
9/18/1965 Mel & Sandy Hathaway
9/19/1953 Don & Janet Ahlersmeyer
9/19/1998 Brian & Shannon King
9/24/1983 Jeff & Julie Uetrecht
9/25/1976 Doug & Luanne Haupt
9/25/2021 Grant & Jill Goeglein
9/28/1985 Chuck & Jill Crosby
9/28/2013 James & Erin Ross

Brayden Baas
Barbara Ellis
Cameron McGee
Terry Dalrymple

Allany Fowens

9/06/2026 Jerry & Linda Lake,
Sheryl Ahlersmeyer
9/13/2026 Dave & Tammy Panning
9/20/2026 Don & Janet Ahlersmeyer
9/27/2026 Doug & Luanne Haupt
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