Chri st masTi ne

by
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The Future. Brightly lit, well
mai nt ai ned, ni ce | ooki ng.

There is a small box covered in a sheet
at center, wth a clock above. The date
reads: "Decenber 24th, 2268." There is
an open box filled wth presents on
stage left. Altogether not so bad of a
future, if you don't | ook too closely.

MAYOR JACOB enters and stands by the
present box. Everyone el se enters from
stage left and crosses to the box. They
| ook bored, everyone walking in a
straight line and carrying a single

wr apped present.

MAYOR JACOB
Al right, everyone stay in line. | want you all to
drop off your gifts for Presentmas in the box and
then go hone to enjoy a day off while | open al
ny presents.

ALL
O course, Mayor Jacob

Each wal k over to a | arge box and pl ace
the presents within as they sing Jingle
Bel | s.

The | ast of the people drop off their
presents and wal k off towards their
homes. Two girls, GABBY and M CHELLE
stop before wal king off stage.

GABBY
| don't get it, Mchelle. Wiy do we save up noney
all year, just to give a present to the Mayor?

M CHELLE
Because, Gabby, that is the way of Presentmas. It
has al ways been that way and always wi || be.

GABBY
What is Mayor Jacob doing over there?

The Mayor wal ks over to the box, rubbing
hi s hands together.

MAYOR
Alright, let's see what the haul is this year.

He digs through the box.



MAYOR
Man, every year it seens like |less and | ess stuff.
| think that | need to go back and nake things
better. How about two presents a year? |I'l|l go as
far back as | can.

Mayor Jacob wal ks over to the covered
box, renoving the sheet to reveal a box
| abel ed "Time Machine." He clinbs in,
the lights flicker, and there is a dul
boom

GABBY
A tinme machi ne? W should see what he's up to.

M CHELLE
He's the Mayor, he probably knows best, right?

A | ook from Gabby.

M CHELLE
kay, yeah, even | didn't believe that. Were
coul d he be going? 2268 is the best year ever.

GABBY
| know a way to find out.

Gabby runs over and clinbs into the tine
machi ne. M chelle goes chasing after
her .

M CHELLE
Gabby, no, wait!

She dives after her, and the machi ne
activates. The cl ock above spins
backward, and a new tine is read out:
"Decenber 24th, (current year)." They
both fall out of the machine, along with
several inportant |ooking parts.

GABBY
kay, what happened there? Oh, cool, we are in the
past !

M CHELLE
The past? Ch, | ook what you did now

The tinme machi ne has several parts that
have fallen off.



M CHELLE
You broke it. Now we don't have a way to get back

GABBY
We'll be fine. W'll just find soneone from around
here to hel p us.

M CHELLE

To fix a time machine? We, in our tinme, didn't
even know tine travel was invented.

GABBY
We' |l just go into the future and get soneone
to... Oh, | see our problem

M chelle |l ets out an exasperated groan.
A group of carolers come around the
corner, led by Irene and Marcia. They

| ead the congregation in a song. Gabby
and M chelle watch on confused.

Sing "Away in a Manger"

GABBY
Hey, what was that you were singing?

M CHELLE
Careful, you don't want to nmess up the tine
stream

GABBY
(to Mchelle)
It'Il be fine, I'"msure.
(to the carolers)
What were you singing?

MARCI A
That was Away in a Manger

Gabby and M chelle both shrug and shake
t heir heads. They don't knowit.

| RENE
It's a Christmas song.

Gabby and M chell e both shrug again.

M CHELLE
VWhat's Christnas?



MARCI A
Decenber 25th, the day we celebrate the birth of
Jesus.

GABBY
Oh, Presentnmas. The day you give presents.

| RENE
Haven't you heard the Christmas story?

GABBY/ M CHELLE
No.

Irene turns excitedly to the rest of the
carol ers.

| RENE
Ooh, ooh. Can we tell it then?

The carolers all shake their heads in
agr eenent .

| RENE
Long ago, in a faraway |and, there was a young
worman named Mary who was expecting a child. Mry
and Joseph, who was to be her husband, traveled to
a town called Bethl ehem Wen they got there-

She is interrupted by Mayor Jacob | oudly
shouting as he wal ks in from stage
right. Gabby and M chell e hide

t hensel ves.

MAYOR JACOB
Li sten, everyone, | amhere to tell you the joyous
news of Presentmas. The holiday where you give not
one, but two presents to your Mayor! Forget about
going to church, singing songs, and spreading | ove
and joy. The inportant part of the holiday season
is giving presents to ne!

CARCLER
W are a little busy here. Could you pl ease not
i nterrupt our singing?

MAYOR JACOB
Very well. In a few years, no one wll sing your
silly carols anyway.
(turns to | ook of fstage)
Hey, you guys. | have sonething to tell you.



He wal ks of f stage, shouting to an
unseen group of people. Mchelle and
Gabby cone out fromtheir hiding spots.

M CHELLE
Thanks for not telling himwe were there. W
foll owed himhere, and are sure he is up to no
good. He woul d be very angry if he saw us.

CAROLER
Not a problem

GABBY
So, this Mary was traveling to Bethl ehen?

| RENE
Yes, she and Joseph traveled to Bethl enem They
were counting all the people, and that is where
t hey were supposed to go. But, when they got
there, all the inns were full. There was nowhere
to stay! So, they settled in to the barn, where
Mary had her baby: Jesus.

Sing OLittle Town of Bethl ehem

M CHELLE
Wait, you are celebrating a baby born in a barn?

MARCI A
Not just any baby. Jesus would grow up to save us,
all of us. Right after he was born, not far away,
there was a group of shepherds. They were watching
their sheep when suddenly angel s appeared and told
them of Jesus' birth

Sing The First Noel

MARCI A
The shepherds hurried off fromthe angels and
found Jesus in the manger. But they were not the
only ones traveling to see Jesus. There were al so
three wise men that followed a star in the sky.

Sing W Three Kings
Three of the carolers sing a trio.

MARCI A
So, it wasn't just a normal baby. This baby was
wor shi ped by angel s, shepherds, kings, and
peasant s.



| RENE
He is a savior, cone in the formof a child.

GABBY

Wiy have we never heard this story?
M CHELLE

The Mayor! What if he's conme back in time before?
MARCI A

Back in tinme?
M CHELLE

Uh, yeah, we are tinme travelers.
MARCI A

Oh. Ckay.
GABBY

This is not good. The Mayor is trying to nmake
Chri stmas about hinmself, instead of Jesus.

M CHELLE

And he is com ng this way.
The Mayor wal ks in, wearing a big smle
on his face. Gabby and Mchelle dive for

cover and hi de.

MAYOR JACOB
More presents for ne, nore presents for ne.
GABBY
What do we do?
M CHELLE
| don't know.
MAYOR JACOB

Hey, the tinme machine is broken!

He picks up the pieces, tosses themin,
and dusts his hands off.

MAYOR JACOB
There, fixed.

He steps inside, and is transported back
to the future.

M CHELLE
Oh, no, he's gone!



GABBY
So, we can't stop him

M CHELLE
What ever he did here will change the future. He'l
get even nore gifts and hide Christmas behind
Present nas.

GABBY
| f he can, change things, can we change things?

MARCI A
Per haps we can help? If this guy told everyone
about Christmas, why don't we just sing even
| ouder about Christmas?

M CHELLE
Do you have a song that will get everyone's
attention?

MARCI A
W sure do.

Sing Joy to the Wrld

GABBY
Dd it work?

M CHELLE
| guess we won't know until we go back hone.

| RENE
It was nice know ng you.

CARCLERS
Bye!

The girls clinb into the machine, it
goes off, and the cl ock spins forward
until the date |ands on "Decenber 24th,
2268."

They clinb out, and everything | ooks the
sane as before, except the enpty present
box.

GABBY
Dd it work?

M CHELLE
| don't know.



Mayor Jacob wal ks in, carrying two
presents.

MAYOR JACCOB
Two presents, two presents.

M CHELLE
Ch, no.

Mayor Jacob stops in front of them

MAYOR JACOB
Oh, thank goodness | found you. Here are your
presents.

The Mayor hands them each one present.

MAYOR JACOB
Merry Chri st mas!
(turns to wal k away)
| just |ove sharing.

Mayor Jacob wal ks of f. Gabby and
M chelle just | ook at each other for a
noment .

M CHELLE
| think it worked.

GABBY
Merry Christmas, M chelle.

M CHELLE
Merry Christmas, Gabby.

Sing Silent N ght.



