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DECEMBER EVENTS
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For up to date information, visit 
allsaintsmtka.org/events.

PREPARING
As we prepare for Christmas, I’m excited for 
this year’s Christmas program on Dec. 11 
featuring our kids and youth, and the 
Christmas story told through music for our 
Lessons and Carols service on Dec. 18. This 
year, we’re also coming together to share the 
joy of the season through Christmas caroling 
at The Glenn senior living center nearby in 
Glen Lake. This is a great intergenerational 
fellowship and serving opportunity. Families 
are welcome! All voices are welcome!

Christmas Eve services will follow last year’s 
schedule at 3pm and 9pm. The 3pm service 
includes a children’s message. The 9pm 
service features Saints Chorale and Holy 
Communion. Both services include a candle-
lighting experience during Silent Night at the 
end of the service.

All Saints does not offer Christmas Day 
services, but because it falls on a Sunday this 
year, we are pleased to be offering a brief 
service online only this year. Enjoy some 
highlights of the music of Christmas, along 
with some readings for the day. See our 
website and all the usual links to view that.

I want to thank all of the people who will be 
making this beautiful season come alive: 
musicians, worship volunteers, our tech crew, 
and staff. A lot goes into this every year and 
I’m grateful for the ways that all of you help 
make the spirit of the season reach the hearts 
of members, visitors and our whole community
—including many who join us for the first time 
online now at services throughout the year.

As 2022 wraps up, I’m also preparing for a 

Kids' Christmas Program
10am

Christmas Caroling at the 
Glenn, 2:15pm

Lessons & Carols
10am

Christmas Eve Service
3pm

Christmas Eve Service
9pm

Online Only Christmas Day 
Worship Service
10am

short sabbatical. The church council first 
offered the opportunity to me to take a 
sabbatical last summer. After some thought 
and planning, and approval from the council, I 
will be taking a five-week sabbatical starting 
January 2 and continuing through February 5. 
I’m grateful for the support. Sabbaticals are 
offered to pastors as a time for personal and 
professional renewal and recharge.

Continued on next page
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CHRISTMAS 
CAROLING AT THE 
GLENN
Help us bring the Christmas spirit to residents 
at The Glenn in Minnetonka on Sunday, 
December 11 starting at 2:15pm. We'll gather 
at church for cocoa, fellowship, and to warm 
up with a few carols together.

Then, we're off to The Glenn (carpool if you'd 
like). We'll bring Christmas cookies for the 
residents and sing to a group gathered in the 
coffee area. We'll also visit the memory care 
unit and care suites. Please note that The 
Glenn requires masks for all visitors.

This is a great event for families and all ages. 
All voices welcome!

■ Meet at All Saints @ 2:15pm
■ Arrive at The Glenn @ 3pm (5300 Woodhill 

Rd, Minnetonka, MN 55345 — entrance at 
Tree St/Beacon Hill Rd.)

■ Our event will conclude by 4pm.

Email mredmond@allsaintsmtka.org with any 
questions.

Preparing • Christmas Caroling

PREPARING
(Continued from page 1)

Especially after the many adaptations and 
changes made over the last couple years of 
the pandemic, I’m appreciative of this. I will be 
doing some continuing education during this 
time, spending time honing my rusty pottery 
wheel skills, and taking time to be with friends 
and family. I took a sabbatical about halfway 
into my tenure at my previous church and I 
found it energizing and useful for my ministry.

In the coming weeks (and in the January 
newsletter) there will be more detailed 
information about who to contact if you need 
something during my time away. Pastors have 
been scheduled for the Sundays I’m gone. 
Pastor Jan Mehlhoff, who was a guest pastor 
at All Saints at the end of September, will be 
available for pastoral emergencies during this 
time. But the vast majority of typical questions 
and needs should be handled easily by church 
staff and other lay leaders as needed. The 
church office will continue to serve as a 
primary contact for both overall ministry and 
pastoral needs, as usual, and will help ensure 
needs and requests are directed appropriately.

May this season of preparation be a time of 
joy, hope and blessing to you and your family!

Be well,
Pastor Jon
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Christmas & Advent

KIDS' CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM
Every year, our kids and youth put on a 
Christmas Program. Yarr, but this not be your 
typical Christmas pageant. Our kids take part 
in coming up with a theme and a setting in 
which the story is told. It is the same old story 
told in a fun new way. Join us on December 
11  during worship for this year’s Christmas 
Program. Then join us afterward for 
YoYo donuts, coffee, and hot cocoa.  

DONATE A CHRISTMAS 
POINSETTIA
Help us beautify the sanctuary for the 
Christmas season by making a donation for a 
poinsettia in honor or in memory of someone 
special to you. The suggested donation is $20. 
Please donate by Wednesday, December 14.

Donate on the Give page of our website 
(allsaintsmtka.org/giving) and select Flowers 
as the Fund type. You may also donate using 
the form at the Welcome Center. Make checks 
out to All Saints Lutheran Church, and write 
Poinsettia in the memo line.

If you have any questions, email Chris at 
CHeiberg@allsaintsmtka.org or call 
952.934.3550.

CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICES
Join us for our Christmas Eve worship on 
Saturday, December 24th. You can worship in 
person or watch online.

3 PM
Family-friendly candlelight service with a 
special Kid's Message.

9 PM
Evening candlelight service with Holy 
Communion.

LESSONS & CAROLS
On December 18th at 10am, we will celebrate 
with music and the Word in our annual 
Lessons & Carols service. Invite your family, 
friends, and neighbors to experience this 
special service. If you are unable to make it in 
person, you can also watch online at 
www.allsaintsmtka.org/watch.
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Family Ministry • Lutheran World Relief

THE BIG GIVE
Kids Connection November Theme

Sometimes we get all caught up in the hustle 
and bustle of Christmas and we forget what 
Christmas is all about. Our minds are 
consumed with what to get others and what 
we want others to get us so we forget about 
the greatest gift of all, Jesus.

DECEMBER KIDS 
CONNECTION SCHEDULE
December 4 – Regular Kids Connection

December 11 – Christmas Program (no Kids 
Connection)

December 18 – Lessons and Carols (Kids 
Connection available)

December 25 – No Kids Connection

January 1 – No Kids Connection

LUTHERAN WORLD 
RELIEF
This Advent we are highlighting the work of 
Lutheran World Relief, who save and improve 
lives in the poorest parts of the world. There 
will be a short video about the work they are 
doing during the Welcome and the prayers 
during the Advent Candle Lighting are 
provided by them.

Lutheran World Relief is part of the All Saints' 
benevolence giving, but if you wish to give an 
additional gift or learn more about their work, 
check out their website (www.lwr.org).

GREEN LAKE LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES BIBLE CAMP
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries is our Bible 
Camp Partner. Kids in 1st - 12th grade are 
welcome to attend camp for various programs 
at Shores of St. Andrews and Camp House. All 
kids and youth will experience the camp fun, 
such as campfires, games, swimming in the 
lake, paddleboarding, canoeing, or kayaking. 
Some of the older kids might get the chance 
to rock climb, fat mountain bike, or do a high 
ropes course.

Additionally, kids and youth will have Bible 
studies and worship times where they will 
learn about the theme of Gather Grow, and 
Go. They will learn what it means to plant their 

roots in Jesus, grow in him, and go out into 
the world.

We have spots reserved for all programs in 
week 3 of camp, June 25th-29th. Registration 
for Green Lake Lutheran Ministries opens on 
December 13. Register early for a discounted 
price to ensure a spot with other All Saints 
kids. You can also use the code Launch23 at 
registration for an additional $10 per camper.

For more information or to register find a 
brochure on the Family Ministry board at All 
Saints - located just to the right of the 
sanctuary - or on the GLLM website (gllm.org/
summer-camp.html).
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Wellness • ELCA Good Gifts • Childcare Update

DECEMBER 
WELLNESS FOCUS: 
SOCIAL WELLNESS
December is a busy month for a lot of us with 
extra planning and social time. How will you 
also care for yourself to help balance your 
social well-being with the other demands of 
the holiday month? If you’re looking for ideas, 
the All Saints wellness site includes resources 
for social wellness; a good start could be 
taking the short wellness assessment. Don't 
forget to also follow us on Facebook to see 
each Wellness Wednesday post.

CHILDCARE & HALF-
DAY UPDATES
It’s that time of year again! We feel blessed 
and excited to be part of this special time of 
the year with your little ones. All of us are 
hustling and bustling trying make sure we 
have everything we need for our holiday 
celebrations. I want to remind you to stop and 
look at this time of year through your 
children’s eyes. We see their excitement every 
day in our program. We hear them talking 
about seeing their grandparents, cousins, and 
uncles and aunts. Their  anticipation of what 
Christmas may have in store for them. It has 
always been such a joy to see and watch the 
children every year. It reminds us of our own 
family traditions and the excitement we felt as 
a child.

The children will be sharing their holiday 
traditions, along  with learning about new 
ones. The children are excited to play in the 
fallen snow. We have already built our first 
snowmen of the season and gone sledding on 
the nature playground.

We are getting ready for our annual Christmas 
program. The children are excited and 
working hard on their singing. We are excited 
to be back together and to see all the 
wonderful things the children have prepared 
for you.

SOUND MIND 
PROJECT CONCERT
A winter concert, sponsored by Mental Health 
Connect, on Sunday, December 4, from 2-
4pm.

The Sound Mind Project is a community choir 
that started in April 2022. We come together 
weekly to share our voices through 
contemporary choral literature. With our 
minds on our mission, music connects and 
supports us all.

More info about the concert can be found at: 
www.mhconnect.org/findmhc/2022/12/4/the-
sound-mind-project-concert

ELCA GOOD GIFTS 
CATALOG
As part of your Christmas gift shopping, 
consider a unique gift that will help create a 
world of good. Shop ELCA Good Gifts and let 
your loved ones know that your gift to them 
this Christmas is helping make the world a 
better place with a unique, charitable gift 
given in their honor. They’ll get a card to let 
them know about what you’ve done.

All gifts are tax-deductible. You can print a 
card to give to the recipient, or email it to 
them.

Start shopping at goodgifts.elca.org



Page 6

PEACE MOMENT
“Let us have music for Christmas…

Sound the trumpet of joy and rebirth;
Let each of us try,

With a song in our hearts,
To bring peace to men on earth.”

— Mildred L Jarrell

LOOKING AHEAD TO 
JANUARY
Coming in January we have a new speaker 
series in the works, a look forward to summer 
camp, and Kids Connection and Crossroads 
resume. For more information, keep an eye on 
the E-News.

Finance • Looking Ahead to January • Peace Moment
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FINAL YEAR-END 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR 2022
Please make your planned year-end 2022 tax-
deductible contributions by December 31st. 
The church office will be open for drop-offs 
from 9am-4pm on Thursday, December 
29th. Call the office at 952-934-3550 on arrival 
and someone will meet you at the door.

Checks mailed to All Saints Lutheran Church 
must be postmarked no later than December 
31, 2022. ACH bank account transfers must be 
received by December 31st. Plan for 10 days for 
processing your transaction. Credit card 
donations made before midnight on 
December 31 (according to the processor’s 
timestamp) are recorded as 2022 
contributions.

You can also donate online on our GIVE page 
(www.allsaintsmtka.org/giving). You can 
conveniently donate as a one-time “guest” on 
the Give page, using your credit card or bank/
credit union information.

Year-end statements for 2022 will be mailed 
by the end of January 2023.

Questions? Contact Barbara Black by email at 
finance@allsaintsmtka.org or phone at 
952.934.3550.

Thank you for your generous support of All 
Saints Lutheran Church,

Barbara Black, Finance Specialist


