12th Grade Faith & Future Blueprint
September — Senior Blueprint & Final Direction
· Review Faith & Future Blueprint Version 2 
· Review assessment results and how they have changed since 10th grade 
· Confirm current top career direction(s) 
· Confirm primary post-graduation pathway 
· Establish a backup pathway 
· Finalize senior-year goals 
· Create senior-year application/action calendar 
· Identify all important deadlines 
· Update résumé 
· Update activities/accomplishments record 
· Identify remaining experience gaps 
· Establish senior-year spiritual goal 
October — Applications & Next Steps
· Finalize college list, if applicable 
· Include Christian colleges where appropriate 
· Finalize trade/apprenticeship options, if applicable 
· Finalize military exploration, if applicable 
· Finalize workforce options, if applicable 
· Complete college/program applications 
· Request transcripts as needed 
· Request recommendation letters 
· Complete application essays/personal statements 
· Review applications before submission 
· Track application status and deadlines 
· Identify backup options 
Outside Youth Group: Applications, essays, school/program communications, and campus visits.
November — Scholarships & Paying for the Future
· Complete FAFSA when available/applicable 
· Create scholarship target list 
· Apply for scholarships 
· Research grants 
· Research institutional financial aid 
· Understand expected family contribution/cost 
· Compare estimated net costs 
· Understand student-loan options 
· Calculate potential monthly loan payments 
· Compare debt with projected starting salary 
· Continue scholarship applications 
· Establish financial limits before making final decisions 
Outside Youth Group: FAFSA and scholarship applications.
December — Professional Readiness
· Finalize professional résumé 
· Create/adapt cover-letter template 
· Complete mock interview 
· Practice behavioral interview questions 
· Practice professional introduction/elevator pitch 
· Identify professional references 
· Ask permission to use references 
· Review professional email etiquette 
· Review social-media/digital footprint 
· Update LinkedIn profile if appropriate 
· Create professional portfolio if appropriate 
· Practice professional follow-up/thank-you communication 
January — Compare the Real Options
· Review college/program acceptances received 
· Review scholarship/financial-aid offers received 
· Compare education/training costs 
· Compare expected debt 
· Compare career outcomes 
· Compare graduation/completion rates 
· Compare internship opportunities 
· Compare Christian community/campus ministry opportunities 
· Compare local churches near potential schools 
· Compare employment opportunities for workforce-bound students 
· Compare military/trade/apprenticeship opportunities where applicable 
· Update decision matrix 
· Identify top 2–3 final options 
February — Adult Money Skills
· Build a realistic monthly budget 
· Understand gross vs. net income 
· Understand paycheck deductions 
· Understand basic taxes 
· Understand checking and savings accounts 
· Understand credit scores 
· Understand credit cards 
· Understand interest 
· Understand debt 
· Understand emergency funds 
· Understand basic investing and compound growth 
· Understand giving/tithing and generosity 
· Create a sample post-graduation budget 
March — Adulting & Independence
· Understand renting an apartment 
· Understand leases and deposits 
· Understand renters insurance 
· Understand basic auto insurance 
· Understand health insurance basics 
· Understand buying vs. financing a vehicle 
· Understand basic contracts 
· Practice scheduling appointments 
· Practice professional phone communication 
· Review basic household responsibilities 
· Review time-management/calendar systems 
· Discuss balancing work/school, church, relationships, and rest 
· Identify important documents students need to maintain 
April — Make the Decision
· Review final college/program options 
· Review final financial-aid packages 
· Complete final education ROI comparison 
· Review career alignment 
· Review debt implications 
· Discuss decision with parents/guardians 
· Discuss decision with trusted mentors 
· Pray intentionally about decision 
· Make final post-graduation decision when possible 
· Accept appropriate school/program offer 
· Decline unnecessary offers appropriately 
· Complete enrollment/deposit requirements 
· Finalize apprenticeship/military/work plans where applicable 
· Update Faith & Future Blueprint with final decision 
May — Secure Experience & Build Your Network
· Secure internship, employment, apprenticeship, volunteer opportunity, or other meaningful experience 
· Contact professionals in intended career field 
· Identify at least one potential career mentor 
· Continue professional networking 
· Update résumé with senior-year accomplishments 
· Request final professional/character references 
· Organize professional contact information 
· Create plan for maintaining professional relationships 
· Identify skills to develop during first year after graduation 
Outside Youth Group: Internship/job applications, networking, interviews, and employment/career experience.
June — Taking Your Faith With You
· Create personal post-high-school spiritual plan 
· Identify church near college/work/military destination 
· Identify campus ministry where applicable 
· Research Christian organizations/community at destination 
· Determine personal Bible-reading plan 
· Determine personal prayer routine 
· Identify how student will continue serving 
· Identify Christian mentor/accountability relationship 
· Discuss challenges to faith students may encounter after graduation 
· Practice responding to challenges to Christian beliefs 
· Write personal testimony 
· Identify personal Scripture to carry into the next season 
Outside Youth Group: Research and make initial contact with a church/campus ministry when appropriate.
July — Preparing for the Transition
· Complete summer internship/work/service experience 
· Finalize housing/dorm arrangements where applicable 
· Review upcoming expenses 
· Create first-semester/first-six-month budget 
· Establish personal calendar/time-management system 
· Organize important documents 
· Review transportation plan 
· Review banking arrangements 
· Review technology/cybersecurity practices 
· Identify emergency contacts 
· Identify support network for next stage 
· Update résumé with summer experience 
· Review first 90-day plan 
Outside Youth Group: Employment, internship, service, transition preparation, and logistical setup.
August — Final Faith & Future Portfolio
· Complete final one-on-one meeting 
· Review growth from 10th through 12th grade 
· Review original assessment results 
· Review career exploration journey 
· Confirm post-graduation pathway 
· Confirm education/employment/training plan 
· Confirm financial plan 
· Confirm church/campus ministry plan 
· Confirm first-year spiritual goals 
· Finalize résumé 
· Finalize professional references 
· Finalize personal testimony 
· Finalize five-year plan 
· Complete Faith & Future Blueprint 
· Complete Faith & Future Portfolio 
· Establish plan for staying connected with Youth Ministry after graduation 
Required Senior-Year Outside-Youth-Group Activities
· Complete college, Christian college, trade, apprenticeship, military, or employment applications as appropriate 
· Complete FAFSA and applicable financial-aid applications 
· Apply for scholarships 
· Complete at least one additional college/program/workplace visit when needed 
· Complete internship, employment, apprenticeship, job shadow, or meaningful service experience 
· Complete professional mock interview 
· Build professional network and references 
· Research and contact future church/campus ministry when appropriate 
· Complete personal post-graduation budget 
· Complete final Faith & Future Portfolio

