Playing It Safe Has a Price

Esther 4:10-16 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
Fear will convince you that staying still is safe. But silence has a cost too.

BEFORE WE START

What is something you did not do because it felt safer not to?

WHO IS IN THIS ROOM

Persia, not Israel — Jews who never went home after the exile. King Xerxes, absolute power, who removed
his first queen for refusing to appear. Esther is an orphan raised by her cousin Mordecai, taken into the
king’s harem, and hiding the fact that she is a Jew. Haman’s decree is already signed: every Jew, one day.

And God is never named anywhere in this book.

VERSE 10-11 — HER FEAR WAS LEGITIMATE

Esther quotes the law back to Mordecai: anyone who approaches the king in the inner court
without being summoned is put to death, unless the king extends the gold scepter. Then — thirty
days have passed since I was called to go to the king.

This is not a feeling, it is a statute. Everybody in the empire knows it. The scepter is the one
mercy she cannot control. And the thirty days is not a schedule note — that is her reading where
she stands.

When is being careful wisdom, and when is it fear?



ACTIVITY - ESTHER ON TRIAL

Read Esther 4:12-16. Then build your case. Use the text — make the strongest argument you can.
| intHe roov  Build the case for Esther to GO. on zoom Build the case for Esther to STAY.

OUR CASE

THE OTHER SIDE’S BEST ARGUMENT

What is the strongest thing they are going to say? Write it down before they say it.



VERSE 12-14a — SAFE IS AN ILLUSION

Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape.

Mordecai does not say her fear is silly. He says it is aimed at the wrong thing. The palace is
not a force field — she thinks the danger is going in, and the danger is already inside with her.
Her secret only worked until somebody wrote a law.

What does it cost to stay still?

VERSE 14b — WHO KNOWS BUT THAT

And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?

It is a question, not a declaration — and it is the closest this book ever comes to naming God.
Deliverance will arise from another place. God does not need her. God invites her. She is not the
only option; she is the one already in the room.

What is the difference between God needing you and God inviting you?

Go, gather together all the Jews... and fast for me... When this is done, I will go to the king,

even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.

Watch the reversal — Mordecai gives the instructions through verse 14, and in verse 16
Esther starts giving them. Go. Gather. Fast. She names the violation out loud. She never says the
fear is gone. And she asks for company: she did not get brave, she got covered.

What would it look like to do the thing while you are still afraid?

THE FOUR MOVES

Name the fear honestly — do not spiritualize it away.
Stop calling standing still safety.

Take the invitation.

Move while you are still afraid.



MODERN-DAY ESTHERS

Everybody has a room — somewhere you have a seat that somebody else does not.

You are the only one at the table — and they are about to make a decision about people who are
not in the room.

You heard it in the meeting — and everybody went quiet, and you know it was wrong.

You are in the school — where they decide which child gets tested, tracked, or written off.

You are on the floor — and you can tell whose pain is being taken seriously and whose is not.

You sit on the board — where the money moves before anybody ever votes on it.

You do the hiring — so you decide who gets the shot and who gets the second chance.

You are the first one — in your family to get in, and nobody behind you knows how you did it.

You have it and they do not — and you could cover it quietly and nobody would ever know it was
you.

People listen to you — in the group chat, on the job, in the family, online.

You have been here the longest — and you remember what it was like before, and somebody
young needs to hear it.

You are sitting in this room — and somebody in this building is one hard week from giving up.

AND HERE IS HOW

Esther did not march or make a speech. She used the access she already had and invited one man to
dinner.
Say it while the decision is still open. The parking lot conversation has never changed one
thing.
Ask the question nobody asked. What happens to the families? Who did we not talk to? A
question is harder to dismiss than an opinion.
Say it once and let it sit there. You do not have to win the room. You have to put it on the record.
Put your name on it. Anonymous concern never moved anybody. Esther had to say, these are my
people.
Spend the capital you have been saving. You have been protecting your standing for a moment
like this one.
Use the relationship, not the megaphone. Esther did not organize. She invited him to dinner.
Twice.
Bring somebody with you. Two voices in a room is a position. One is a complaint.
Do not go without cover. Esther did not get brave. She got covered. Tell one person before you
go.

BEFORE YOU GO

Name the room. Where do you have access somebody else does not?

Name the one conversation. Not the whole plan — one conversation with one person.

Put a date on it. Esther said three days. What is your three days?
Do the other math. You have already calculated what it costs to move. Now calculate what
it costs to stay.

Catch the Bible Study Summary Fridays at 12pm — or watch anytime on Facebook, YouTube, the church app, or our website.
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