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THE STANDARD

The Berean Standard
"N¾Ę ø�p Bpäpaµ JpĘì Ępäp ¾� ³¾äp µ¾b«p c�aäacøpä ø�aµ ø�¾ìp �µ 
T�pììa«¾µ�ca, �¾ä ø�pĞ äpcp�ėpj ø�p ³pììa�p Ę�ø� �äpaø pa�päµpìì aµj 
pĝa³�µpj ø�p Scä�áøĀäpì pėpäĞ jaĞ ø¾ ìpp �� Ę�aø PaĀ« ìa�j Ęaì øäĀp."

4 Acøì 17:11

They Were Called NOBLE
N¾ø äpbp««�¾Āì. N¾ø �a�ø�«pìì. N¾b«p. 
T�p B�b«p �¾µ¾äì ø�¾ìp Ę�¾ bä�µ� 
ø�p�ä ãĀpìø�¾µì ø¾ ø�p W¾äj.

Questions Are Not Doubt
Y¾Ā aäp µ¾ø «¾ì�µ� Ğ¾Āä �a�ø� Ę�pµ 
Ğ¾Ā aì¨ �aäj ãĀpìø�¾µì. Y¾Ā aäp 
j¾�µ� pĝacø«Ğ Ę�aø ø�p µ¾b«p ¾µpì 
j¾.

What Made Them Noble?
T�pĞ bä¾Ā��ø ø�p�ä ãĀpìø�¾µì ø¾ ø�p W¾äj 4 Ę�ø� pa�päµpìì, Ę�ø� �¾µpìøĞ, Ę�ø� 
¾ápµ �aµjì.



THE PROBLEM

The Church Has a Question Problem
What We Trained People To Do

Leave their questions at the door

Sound spiritual without being honest

Say "I'm blessed and highly favored" 4 while 
inside saying "God, I don't understand You 
right now"

What God Actually Wants
W�pµ «a³pµø äpac�pì G¾j'ì paäì, �ø j¾pìµ'ø øĀäµ �µø¾ 
b�øøpäµpìì. Iø øĀäµì �µø¾ a c¾µėpäìaø�¾µ.

"P¾Āä ¾Āø Ğ¾Āä �paäøì ø¾ ��³, �¾ä G¾j �ì ¾Āä 
äp�Ā�p."

4 Pìa«³ 62:8

G¾j �ì µ¾ø ø�äpaøpµpj bĞ Ğ¾Āä �¾µpìøĞ. Hp �ì Ęa�ø�µ� 
�¾ä �ø.



SERIES OVERVIEW

How This Series Works 4 The Bracket
Eac� Ępp¨: TĘ¾ äpa« ãĀpìø�¾µì �acp ¾��. B¾ø� øaĀ��ø �ä¾³ Scä�áøĀäp. B¾ø� ��ėpµ �Ā«« Ęp���ø. Tab«pì j�ìcĀìì. T�pµ YOU VOTE. T�p 
Ę�µµ�µ� ãĀpìø�¾µ ajėaµcpì. Aáä�« 22 = C�a³á�¾µì��á N���ø.

Daøp Maøc�Āá SøaøĀì

Maä 4 SĀ��pä�µ� ėì. S�«pµcp ± TONIGHT 4 YOU ARE HERE

Maä 11 Aµĝ�pøĞ ėì. Tp³áøaø�¾µ C¾³�µ� Uá

Aáä 1 F¾ä��ėpµpìì ėì. Gä�p� C¾³�µ� Uá

Aáä 8 Fa�«�µ� ėì. UµìĀäp C¾³�µ� Uá

Aáä 22 CHAMPIONSHIP NIGHT T�p W�µµ�µ� QĀpìø�¾µ Gpøì EėpäĞø��µ�

YOUR VOTE IS REAL. YOUR VOICE MOVES THIS. B¾ø� ìpäė�cpì c¾³b�µpj. W�µµpä aµµ¾Āµcpj ø�p �¾««¾Ę�µ� WpjµpìjaĞ.



TONIGHT'S MATCHUP

Week 1 4 The Face-Off
Question 1
"Why does God allow suffering?"

Romans 8:18 · Romans 8:28 · James 1:234 · John 16:33

Question 2
"What do I do when God feels silent?"

Psalm 13:132, 536 · Psalm 22:132 · Habakkuk 2:133

Both are real. Both are in this room right now. Both deserve the 
Word.



QUESTION 1

Why Does God Allow Suffering?
1

God Never Promised a 
Smooth Road
Hp áä¾³�ìpj ø¾ ride with you.

"Iµ ø��ì Ę¾ä«j Ğ¾Ā Ę�«« �aėp 
øä¾Āb«p. BĀø øa¨p �paäø! I �aėp 
¾ėpäc¾³p ø�p Ę¾ä«j." 4 John 
16:33

2

God Is Working IN the 
Suffering
N¾ø ¥Āìø a�øpä �ø. "All things" 
�µc«Ājpì ø�p ø��µ� Ğ¾Ā ø�¾Ā��ø 
j�ìãĀa«���pj Ğ¾Ā.

"Aµj Ęp ¨µ¾Ę ø�aø �µ a«« ø��µ�ì 
G¾j Ę¾ä¨ì �¾ä ø�p �¾¾j..." 4 
Romans 8:28

3

God Doesn't Explain the 
Pain
Hp enters it. T�p cä¾ìì �ì µ¾ø G¾j'ì 
pĝá«aµaø�¾µ ¾� ìĀ��pä�µ�. Iø �ì H�ì 
jpc«aäaø�¾µ ø�aø Hp Ę�«« µ¾ø Ęaøc� 
�ä¾³ a j�ìøaµcp.

"F¾ä I c¾µì�jpä ø�aø ø�p 
ìĀ��pä�µ�ì ¾� ø��ì áäpìpµø ø�³p 
aäp µ¾ø Ę¾äø� c¾³áaä�µ� Ę�ø� 
ø�p �«¾äĞ..." 4 Romans 8:18



We don't have a God 
who explains 
suffering from a 
distance.
We have a God who 
was acquainted with 
grief.



QUESTION 2

What Do I Do When God Feels Silent?
1

The Silence Is Not the 
Answer
Iø �ì áaäø ¾� ø�p áä¾cpìì. G¾j �ì 
µ¾ø abìpµø ¥Āìø bpcaĀìp Hp �ì 
ãĀ�pø. Eėpµ JpìĀì cä�pj ¾Āø:

"MĞ G¾j, ³Ğ G¾j, Ę�Ğ �aėp 
Ğ¾Ā �¾äìa¨pµ ³p?" 4 Pìa«³ 
22:1

2

Habakkuk Got a Station, 
Not an Explanation
G¾j ³aĞ µ¾ø pĝá«a�µ ø�p ì�«pµcp. 
BĀø Hp Ę�«« ��ėp Ğ¾Ā a á«acp ø¾ 
ìøaµj Ę��«p Ğ¾Ā Ęa�ø.

"I Ę�«« ìøaµj aø ³Ğ Ęaøc� aµj 
ìøaø�¾µ ³Ğìp«� ¾µ ø�p 
äa³áaäøì." 4 Haba¨¨Ā¨ 2:1

3

Psalm 13 Ends in Praise
N¾ø bpcaĀìp c�äcĀ³ìøaµcpì 
c�aµ�pj 4 bĀø bpcaĀìp Daė�j 
j�j. Hp ³¾ėpj �ä¾³ c¾³á«a�µø 
ø¾ c¾ėpµaµø. TäĀìø ø�p c�aäacøpä 
Ę�pµ Ğ¾Ā caµ'ø øäac¨ ø�p acø�ė�øĞ.

"BĀø I øäĀìø �µ Ğ¾Āä Āµ�a�«�µ� 
«¾ėp; ³Ğ �paäø äp¥¾�cpì �µ Ğ¾Āä 
ìa«ėaø�¾µ." 4 Pìa«³ 13:5



You can trust the 
character of God
even when you 
cannot track the 
activity of God.



TABLE DISCUSSION

Discussion Questions
On Suffering

1 Haėp Ğ¾Ā pėpä �p«ø «�¨p ìĀ��pä�µ� ³paµø G¾j 
�aj abaµj¾µpj Ğ¾Ā?

2 W�aø �aì G¾j áä¾jĀcpj ø�ä¾Ā�� a áa�µ�Ā« 
ìpaì¾µ Ğ¾Ā c¾Ā«jµ'ø ìpp aø ø�p ø�³p?

On Silence

1 W�pµ G¾j �p«ø ³¾ìø ì�«pµø, j�j Ğ¾Ā «paµ �µ ¾ä 
áĀ«« bac¨?

2 W�aø j¾ Ğ¾Ā �¾«j ¾µø¾ Ę�pµ ø�p �pp«�µ� äĀµì 
¾Āø?

Take 8310 minutes at your table. EėpäĞ ė¾�cp ³aøøpäì. T�päp aäp µ¾ Ęä¾µ� aµìĘpäì 4 ¾µ«Ğ �¾µpìø 
¾µpì.


