Weekend Teaching Discussion Guide
Face to Face – Week Two: Luke 8
Teaching by Pastor Jackson

WARM-UP QUESTION
• When you think about a time you felt desperate for help or answers, what did that season do to your faith or perspective?

DISCUSS
1. The Crowd and the Desperate
Pastor Jackson began by describing the scene when Jesus returned across the Sea of Galilee. Word spread quickly, and a large crowd gathered because they had been waiting for Him. People were pressing in from every direction, hoping for a moment with Jesus.
Read Luke 8:40.
“On the other side of the lake, the crowds welcomed Jesus, because they had been waiting for him.”
In the middle of that crowd were two people in desperate situations. Jairus, a synagogue leader, whose twelve-year-old daughter was dying. And a woman who had suffered from constant bleeding for twelve years.
Read Luke 8:41–43.
• What stands out to you about the desperation both Jairus and the woman were experiencing?
• Why do seasons of desperation often push people to seek Jesus more seriously?
• Pastor Jackson said there were thousands in the crowd, but only a few truly encountered Jesus. What do you think made the difference?
The woman’s suffering was not only physical. Because of her condition, she was considered ceremonially unclean. She likely could not attend synagogue, had to avoid close contact with people, and lived socially isolated for over a decade.
Read Mark 5:26.
• How do you think twelve years of suffering and isolation might have shaped this woman’s faith and determination?
• Why do long seasons of struggle sometimes deepen faith instead of destroying it?

2. Faith That Moves to Action
The woman believed Jesus could heal her. But her faith did not stay internal. She acted on it.
Read Luke 8:44–48.
She pushed through the crowd, touched the fringe of Jesus’ robe, and was immediately healed. Jesus then publicly acknowledged her faith and said, “Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”
Pastor Jackson emphasized that her faith was expressed through action. She believed Jesus could heal her and took a step toward Him.
Read James 2:14.
• What is the difference between believing God can do something and stepping out in faith toward Him?
• Why do you think Jesus paused to acknowledge the woman publicly even though He knew what had happened?
• In what areas of life is God inviting you to move from belief to action?
Pastor Jackson said seasons of desperation are often God’s favorite tool to grow our faith. For this woman, twelve difficult years stretched her faith until she was willing to do anything to get closer to Jesus.

3. When Delays Feel Like Roadblocks
While Jesus was still speaking with the woman, a messenger arrived with devastating news. Jairus’ daughter had died.
What seemed like a delay to Jairus must have felt unbearable. Jesus stopped to help someone else while his daughter was dying.
Read Luke 8:50.
• Have you ever experienced a moment where God seemed delayed in responding to something important in your life?
• Why is it difficult to trust God when the timeline does not match our expectations?
When Jesus arrived at the house, people were mourning and weeping. Yet Jesus declared that the girl was not gone forever.
Read Luke 8:51–55.
Instead of simply healing the sick, Jesus raised the girl from the dead. Pastor Jackson explained that sometimes what we see as a delay is actually God directing us to something greater.
• How does this story challenge the way we interpret delays or disappointments in life?
• Can you think of a time when something that felt like a setback later revealed a bigger purpose?

4. Understanding Faith and God’s Role
Jesus told Jairus, “Don’t be afraid. Just have faith.”
Pastor Jackson addressed an important truth about faith and healing. Faith matters, but faith does not make us God.
Our role is to trust that God is able. God’s role is to be God.
Read Ephesians 3:20.
• Why is it important to remember that faith is trusting God’s ability, not controlling the outcome?
• How can misunderstanding faith lead people to feel guilt or shame when prayers are not answered the way they hoped?
Pastor Jackson described faith as holding two truths together. We believe God is able, and we trust His wisdom even when we do not understand His plan.
Read Isaiah 55:8–9.
• Why is it challenging to trust God’s perspective when we cannot see the full picture?
• What helps you continue trusting God during seasons of uncertainty or suffering?
Sometimes God grows our faith more than our understanding.
• Where might God be inviting you to trust Him even without clear answers?

5. Trusting Jesus Face to Face
Both stories in Luke 8 lead to the same question. When we come face-to-face with Jesus, will we trust Him?
The woman trusted Jesus enough to reach out. Jairus trusted Jesus enough to keep walking with Him even after devastating news.
Faith often looks like saying, “I believe You are able, and I trust You with the outcome.”
• What area of your life right now requires the greatest trust in God?
• If you were standing face-to-face with Jesus today, what would you need to place in His hands?

CLOSING REFLECTION
Which statement best reflects where you are right now?
• I need to move from believing God can work to actually taking a step of faith.
• I am in a season of desperation and need to bring my situation honestly to Jesus.
• I need to trust God even though the timeline or outcome has not been what I expected.
• I need to remember that my role is to trust God, and His role is to be God.
• I need to say again, “Jesus, I trust You with my life, my future, and my family.”

PRAYER
Close by thanking God that He sees every need and every season of struggle. Thank Him that Jesus meets people in desperation, delay, and uncertainty. Ask God to grow your faith, even when you do not fully understand His plans. Pray for the courage to trust His perspective, believe that He is able, and continue walking with Him no matter the circumstances.

