
1 

 

CELEBRATION OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

and LOOKING FORWARD 
 

Our Mission: The mission of Zion Lutheran Church is to spread the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ to all people through Word and Sacrament; encouraging and 

supporting one another as a fellowship of believers. 

 

Our Values: Zion is committed to living out the values of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ; to love God, love others, and share the good news of Jesus Christ.   

Zion is a community built on hope, strengthened by faith, and open to the   

opportunities God provides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Report for 2025 And Vision for 2026 
Zion Lutheran Church 

Bismarck, ND 
Meeting on January 25, 2026 
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2025 LIST OF PASTORS, BOARD MEMBERS, AUXILIARY 
 
SENIOR PASTOR 
Rev. Thomas R. Marcis, Jr. 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  
Rev. Vincent J. Otto 
DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRY 
Kristin Nistler 
DIRECTOR OF JUNIOR YOUTH MINISTRY 
Russ Weixel 
SECRETARY STAFF 
Gayle Little (Administrative Secretary)  
Roxanne Rosin & Dana Otto (Part-time Secretaries)   
CUSTODIAN  
Larry Brown/Grace Wolfgram 
WORSHIP STREAMING 
Fred Nistler, Ken Albers, Noah Rau, Josh Albers, Isaiah LaMontagne,  
Tara Hovda, Isaac Nistler, Tom Rehborg & Jesse Beckers 
WORSHIP SCREENS 
James Rath, Isaac Nistler, Kallen Albers, Brandon Hovda, Tara Hovda,                
Mary Bollinger 
PRESIDENT 
James Rath 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

Darrin Anderson 
SECRETARY 
Bonnie Chase 
TREASURER 
Fred Ehrhardt 
LAY MINISTRY 
Joshua Albers (Chair) Brian Rosin, James Rath, Chris Rooke, Ken Paul, Josh Schuh, 
Steve Graf, Oren Danielson, Gary Semmel, Arlan Henke, Corey Stewart,               
Dan Johnson, Gordon Fode, and Dr. John Witt 
CHURCH PROPERTIES 
Ken Paul, (chair), David Kemnitz, Dave Weltz, Dave Thiel, Al Roe, Bryon Fuchs, 
Travis Rau, Fred Nistler, Jeremy Glass, Russ Weixel, Ryan Ell, Kevin Davison,      
Steve Graf and Jesse Beckers  
In addition there are numerous Zion members who volunteer on a number of        
projects big and small. 
STEWARDSHIP  
Brad Christensen (chair),  Renee Daffinrud, Kerry Horton, Pat Sebastian &          
Paula Peters 
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ADULT FAMILY MINISTRY 
Rev Mark Christensen (chair), Tammy Mayer & Steve Mayer 
YOUTH FAMILY MINISTRY 
Co-Chairs Jennifer Zacher & Sarah Zainhofsky, Lindsey LaMontagne, Fae Glass,   
Donna Davidson, Kirstin Johnson, Helen Christensen, Jamie Younker, Jessica           
Hermanson, Russ Weixel-Advisory Member, Kristin Nistler-Advisory Member 
ENDOWMENT FUND COUNCIL 
Dan Johnson (Chair) 5-year term (February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2030) 
Pastor Mark Christensen 4-year term (February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2029) 
Dr. John Witt 3-year term (February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2028) 
Melody Hintz-Rau (Sec) 2-year term (February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2027) 
Joshua Albers 1-year term (February 1, 2025 to January 31, 2026) 
ZION LUTHERAN FOUNDATION  
Gerry Pfau (Chair), Gerry Pfau (term ends January 2026), Kendall Bauer (term ends 
January 2026), Dusty Schlittenhardt (term ends January 2027), Mike Hinrichs (term 
ends January 2027), Renee Daffinrud (term ends January 2028), Jason Hilsabeck 
(term ends January 2028) & Rev. Thomas R. Marcis, Jr.    
BISMARCK-MANDAN LUTHERAN SCHOOL ASSOCIATION   
Roxanne Rosin & Evelyn Orth 
LWML 
President – Nancy Brown, VP – Karen Anders, Secretary Phyllis Weist,  
Treasurer – Barb Hellman  
BELLS DIRECTOR 
Melody Rau 
HOSANNAS DIRECTOR  
Tammy Anderson/Eric Rooke 
SMALL GROUP WORSHIP LEADER  
Rev Mark Christensen/Katie Rooke 
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