
Parables of Jesus
Lessons for Modern Life



Note:
This series will focus on the parables of Jesus Christ. Through
this study of the parables, individuals will have a better
understanding of each story, the application of the teaching
of Jesus, and ways we must live out the parables in our own
life.

Each Lesson will consist of the following:
Lesson Illustration
Key Scriptures
The Focus of the Lesson
Key Points
Three Discussion Questions
Notes section

The student will be able to do the following:
Read the key scriptures and ask what stands out to the
class regarding the topic of discussion.
Spend 5 minutes on each key point.
Spend 5 minutes on each discussion question.



Weekly Lessons
1. Introduction to the Parables

2. The Parable of the Sower

3. The Parable of the Good Samaritan

4. The Parable of the Lost Sheep

5. The Parable of the Prodigal Son

6. The Parable of the Talents

7. The Parable of the Lost Coin

8. The Parable of the Vineyard

9. The Parable of the Rich Fool

10.The Parable of the Builders

11.The Parable of the Great Banquet

12. Conclusion and Reflections



Week 1
Introduction to the Parables

Lesson Illustration:
Imagine walking into a museum. You see a painting that, at first glance, seems
simple, maybe just a landscape or a gathering of people. But as you lean in
closer, you notice small, hidden details that reveal a deeper story—a figure in
the background, an expression on someone’s face, or a symbolic object.
Jesus’ parables are like these paintings. On the surface, they seem
straightforward, but they contain profound truths that require us to pause,
reflect, and dig deeper. Just as with a painting, the more time you spend with
a parable, the more it reveals about God’s kingdom and our lives.

Key Scripture:
Matthew 13:10-17
10 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in
parables?” 11 And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know the
secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For to
the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from
the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 13 This is why I
speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they
do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 Indeed, in their case the prophecy of
Isaiah is fulfilled that says: ‘You will indeed hear but never understand, and
you will indeed see but never perceive.” 15 For this people's heart has grown
dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed,
lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears
and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.’
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17
For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see
what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear
it.

Romans 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:16-17



Week 1 cont.
The Focus:
Understanding the purpose and significance of parables in Jesus' teaching.

Key Points:
1. Definition of Parables: Explain what a parable is and its role in Jesus'

ministry.
2. Reasons Jesus Used Parables: Discuss how parables convey deeper

spiritual truths and reveal the heart of the listener.
3. Modern Application: Explore how parables can still speak to our lives

today.

Discussion Questions:
1. What do you find most interesting about Jesus' use of parables?
2. How can parables help us understand complex spiritual truths?
3. Are there any modern stories or analogies that serve as parables today?

Notes:



Week 2
Parable of the Sower
Lesson Illustration:
A teacher once worked tirelessly to reach a challenging class. Some students
were excited to learn, and they engaged in every lesson. Others listened but
quickly forgot the material as soon as class ended. A few students were
distracted, more interested in their phones or social lives than what was
taught. The teacher realized that for learning to truly happen, the students
had to be open and ready to receive. Our hearts are like that classroom. To
grow spiritually, we must nurture openness and remove distractions, so God's
Word can truly take root.

Key Scripture:
Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And
great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down.
And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in
parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds
fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they
sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were
scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on
good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9
He who has ears, let him hear.”



Week 2 cont.
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches
away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path.
20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but
endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of
the word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns,
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it.
He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty,
and in another thirty.”

Acts 8:12; Acts 28:30-31; 1 Timothy 6:9-10

The Focus:
The reception of God's Word and its transformative power.

Key Points:
1. Different Types of Soil: Explore the four types of soil and their significance

in receiving the Word.
2. Importance of Preparedness: Discuss how our hearts need to be prepared

to receive God's truth.
3. Fruitfulness: Emphasize the importance of bearing fruit in our lives as

evidence of spiritual growth

Discussion Questions:
1. What type of soil do you relate to most in your spiritual journey?
2. How can we cultivate a heart that is receptive to God's Word?
3. What does bearing fruit look like in your life?

Notes:



Week 3
Parable of the Good Samaritan

Lesson Illustration:
A young woman was stranded on a dark road with a flat tire. Car after car
drove by, unwilling to stop. Just when she lost hope, an older man stopped to
help. He didn't ask about her background, her beliefs, or her political views—
he simply saw someone in need and acted. In the same way, the Samaritan in
Jesus' parable saw a person in need and responded with compassion, crossing
cultural and social boundaries. True love for our neighbor transcends
differences and focuses on the needs of the person right in front of us.

Key Scripture:
Luke 10:25-37
25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher,
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in
the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him,
“You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”
29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and
departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down
that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. do likewise.”



Week 3 cont.
 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was,
and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and
brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out
two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and
whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of
these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among
the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said
to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18; Romans 12:13

The Focus:
The call to love our neighbor and show mercy.

Key Points:
1. Defining Neighbor: Discuss who our neighbor is and the importance of

compassion.
2. Acting on Compassion: Explore the actions of the Samaritan and what it

means to help those in need.
3. Challenging Social Norms: Highlight how Jesus challenged societal

prejudices through this parable.

Discussion Questions:
1. Who is your "neighbor" in today's context?
2. How can we overcome biases to show love and compassion?
3. What are some practical ways to demonstrate mercy in our communities?

Notes:



Week 4
Parable of the Lost Sheep
Lesson Illustration:
A family was hiking when one of their children wandered off, captivated by a
butterfly. Realizing the child was gone, the parents panicked, calling her name
and searching frantically. Only after several long minutes did they spot her in
the distance. Their relief and joy were overwhelming as they scooped her up in
their arms. Like that child, we sometimes wander, and God, like a loving
parent, goes to great lengths to bring us back. There is immense joy in heaven
when even one of us returns to God’s embrace.

Key Scripture:
Luke 15:1-7
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And
the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners
and eats with them.”
3 So he told them this parable: 4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep,
if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country,
and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it,
he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls
together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I
have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who need no repentance.

John 3:16; Luke 19:10; Matthew 28:19-20



Week 4 cont.
The Focus:
God's love for the lost and His desire for their return.

Key Points:
1. Value of Each Individual: Discuss how every person matters to God,

symbolized by the one lost sheep.
2. God's Pursuit: Emphasize God's relentless pursuit of those who are lost

and separated from Him.
3. Joy in Restoration: Highlight the joy in heaven when one sinner repents

and returns to God.

Discussion Questions:
1. How does this parable shape your understanding of God's love for you?
2. Who in your life might be considered "lost," and how can you reach out to

them?
3. What does it mean to you to be pursued by God?

Notes:



Week 5
Parable of the Prodigal Son
Lesson Illustration:
A father had a son who rebelled, eventually cutting ties with the family. The
son lived recklessly, ignoring his family’s values. Years later, he was
struggling and full of regret. Nervously, he reached out to his father, not
knowing what to expect. But when he called, his father was overjoyed,
welcoming him back with open arms and not a word of condemnation. The son
found unconditional love waiting for him. This story reflects God’s heart—a
love that is ready to forgive and restore us, no matter how far we’ve strayed.

Key Scripture:
Luke 15:11-32
11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming
to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later,
the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and
there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent
everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need.
15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the
pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.17 “But when he came
to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than
enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my
father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your
hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was
still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’



Week 5 cont.
22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is
alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 25 “Now his
older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard
music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these
things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But
he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he
answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never
disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might
celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said
to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting
to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost,
and is found.’”

Deuteronomy 21:17; 2 Corinthians 2:6-8; 2 Corinthians 5:20

The Focus:
The themes of forgiveness, grace, and reconciliation.

Key Points:
1. Understanding Rebellion and Consequences: Discuss the younger son’s rebellion

and the consequences of his actions.
2. The Father’s Unconditional Love: Explore the father's response of grace and

forgiveness upon the son’s return.
3. Lessons on Celebration and Reconciliation: Highlight the importance of

celebrating restoration and addressing jealousy and bitterness.

Discussion Questions:
1. How does this parable illustrate God’s forgiveness?
2. In what ways do we sometimes act like the older brother?
3. How can we foster a spirit of reconciliation in our relationships?

Notes:



Week 6
Parable of the Talents
Lesson Illustration:
A business owner entrusted three managers with significant funds while he
went on a long trip. Two managers invested wisely, growing the money, while
one buried it out of fear. When the owner returned, he praised the two who
took risks and created value, but the one who did nothing with the funds
missed out. This illustrates God’s expectation for us to use our time, talents,
and resources wisely, investing them in ways that bear fruit. God calls us to
take bold steps and make a difference, not to hide our gifts out of fear.

Key Scripture:
Matthew 25:14-30
14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16
He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and
he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two
talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the
ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time the master of
those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying,
‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’
21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your
master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying,
‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’
23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your
master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying,
‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you scattered no seed, 



Week 6 cont.
25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you
have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful
servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I
scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with
interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten
talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an
abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken
away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Romans 12:3-8; Proverbs 11:14, 12:15, 15:22

The Focus:
Stewardship of the gifts and resources God has entrusted to us.

Key Points:
1. Diversity of Gifts: Discuss how God gives different talents to each person

according to their abilities.
2. Responsibility to Use Our Gifts: Explore the importance of using and

investing our gifts for God’s kingdom.
3. Consequences of Inaction: Highlight the warning against fear and inaction,

as shown by the unfaithful servant.

Discussion Questions:
1. What talents or gifts has God entrusted to you?
2. How can you actively use your gifts for God's glory?
3. What fears hold you back from fully utilizing your talents?

Notes:



Week 7
Parable of the Lost Coin
Lesson Illustration:
A woman had a bracelet that belonged to her late mother. One day, she
noticed it was missing. She searched every room in her house, turning over
cushions, moving furniture, and looking in every crevice. Finally, she found it
behind the couch, and her relief was indescribable. Like that woman, God
values each of us deeply, searching relentlessly until we are found. We are not
just a number to Him; we are uniquely precious, and His joy is boundless when
even one of us returns to Him.

Key Scripture:
Luke 15:8-10
8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light
a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when
she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice
with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there
is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

Luke 19:10; John 10:16; 2 Corinthians 7:4-9; Ephesians 5:1-2



Week 7 cont.
The Focus:

The value of the individual and joy in discovery.

Key Points:
1. Seeking What is Lost: Discuss the woman’s determination to find the lost

coin and what that represents in our spiritual lives.
2. Celebration in Recovery: Explore the joy that comes from finding what was

lost, reflecting on God’s joy when we turn to Him.
3. Small Things Matter: Emphasize that even small acts of faith can have

significant impacts in God’s kingdom.

Discussion Questions:
1. What or who do you consider "lost" in your life or community?
2. How can we value and reach out to the "lost" around us?
3. What does it look like to celebrate small victories in faith?

Notes:



Week 8
Parable of the Vineyard
Lesson Illustration:
 A company offered part-time work with flexible hours and paid everyone the
same rate regardless of when they arrived. Some employees were frustrated,
feeling it wasn’t fair, but the employer explained that the pay represented his
generosity. Just as this employer was free to be as generous as he wanted,
God’s grace doesn’t operate on human standards of fairness. God’s grace
extends freely to all, whether we have been in faith for years or are new to it. It
is not something we earn; it’s a gift given in abundance.

Key Scripture:
Matthew 20:1-16
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers
for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the
third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he
said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So
they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the
same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing.
And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8
And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the
laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9
And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a
denarius. 



Week 8 cont.
10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more,
but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they
grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what
belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you
begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”

Acts 13:46; Romans 2:4-11

The Focus:
God’s grace and generosity.

Key Points:
1. Nature of God’s Kingdom: Discuss how God's kingdom operates on

principles of grace rather than human standards of fairness.
2. Envy and Comparison: Explore the challenges of comparing ourselves to

others and how that affects our relationship with God.
3. Embracing God’s Generosity: Discuss how understanding God's grace

leads us to be more generous in our own lives.

Discussion Questions:
1. How do you respond to God’s grace towards others?
2. What does it mean to be "rich toward God" in your life?
3. How can we cultivate a mindset of gratitude and generosity?

Notes:



Week 9
Parable of the Rich Fool

Lesson Illustration:
A man spent his life amassing wealth, convinced it would bring him security
and happiness. But as he grew older, he realized he was lonely and unfulfilled.
He had chased possessions and status, ignoring deeper needs like friendship,
purpose, and love. Jesus warns us that wealth is temporary, and a life devoted
to material things ultimately misses the point. True fulfillment comes not from
accumulating wealth but from investing in things of eternal value, like
relationships, generosity, and faith.

Key Scripture:
Luke 12:13-21
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or
arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your
guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The
land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What
shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do
this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all
my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to
him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for
himself and is not rich toward God.

Ephesians 1:3; Ephesians 2:4-7; 1 Timothy 6:17-19



Week 9 cont.

The Focus:
The dangers of greed and materialism.

Key Points:
1. Trust in Earthly Wealth: Discuss the folly of placing our security in material

possessions and wealth.
2. Being Rich Toward God: Explore practical ways to invest in eternal

treasures rather than temporary riches.
3. Eternal Perspective: Highlight the importance of living with an awareness

of eternity in our daily decisions.

Discussion Questions:
1. How does our culture influence our view of money and wealth?
2. What does it mean to be "rich toward God"?
3. How can we simplify our lives to focus on what truly matters?

Notes:



Week 10
Parable of the Builders

Lesson Illustration:
Two homeowners each built a house on different plots of land. One dug a deep
foundation, anchoring his house to bedrock, while the other built on shifting
sand to save time. When a storm hit, the house with the firm foundation stood
while the other crumbled. Our lives are like these homes. Building on the
foundation of Jesus’ teachings prepares us to withstand life’s challenges.
Without that solid foundation, we risk being swept away when difficulties arise.
Faith in Jesus provides the strength and stability we need for life’s storms.

Key Scripture:
Matthew 7:24-27
24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a
wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it
had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine
and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the
sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat
against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”

Hebrews 9:27; Romans 2:4-6; 2 Corinthians 5:10-11; 1 Peter 2:4-6



Week 10 cont.
The Focus:
Building a life on a solid foundation.

Key Points:
1. Hearing and Acting on Jesus' Words: Discuss the importance of not just

hearing God’s Word but also applying it to our lives.
2. Storms of Life: Explore the inevitable challenges we face and how our

foundation affects our response.
3. Enduring Challenges: Highlight practical steps to build a strong foundation

on Christ.

Discussion Questions:
1. What are some “foundations” people build their lives on today?
2. How can we ensure that our foundation is rooted in Christ?
3. What challenges have tested your foundation, and how did you respond?

Notes:



Week 11
Parable of the Great Banquet
Lesson Illustration:
A wealthy man threw an extravagant dinner party and invited prominent
figures, but many declined with flimsy excuses. Disappointed, he invited
people from the streets—strangers, the poor, and the marginalized—who
filled every seat. God’s kingdom is like this banquet, and He invites everyone,
especially those overlooked by society. God desires a full house and an
inclusive community where everyone is welcomed with open arms. Our
response to God’s invitation is crucial—will we accept, or let other priorities
keep us away?

Key Scripture:
Luke 14:15-24
15 When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he
said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!”
16 But he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many.
17 And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who
had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 18 But they all alike
began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I
must go out and see it. Please have me excused.’ 19 And another said, ‘I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.’
20 And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 21
So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master
of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and
lame.’ 22 And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and
still there is room.’ 23 And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the
highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be
filled. 24 For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my
banquet.’”

1 Timothy 2:3-6; 2 Peter 3:9; Luke 10:38-42



Week 11 cont.
The Focus:
God’s open invitation to all and the call to invite others.

Key Points:
1. God’s Kingdom Is Open to Everyone: Emphasize that God’s invitation to His

kingdom is extended to all people, regardless of background, status, or
past.

2. The Danger of Excuses: Highlight the excuses made by the original
invitees, representing the many distractions or priorities that keep us from
fully engaging in our faith.

3. Our Call to Extend the Invitation: Jesus emphasizes reaching out to “the
poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame,” highlighting our responsibility
to invite and welcome others into the church and community.

Discussion Questions:
1. What are some common excuses people make today that prevent them

from fully accepting God’s invitation?
2. How can we actively invite others to experience God’s love and

community?
3. Who in your life might feel excluded or overlooked, and how can you

extend an invitation to them?

Notes:



Week 12
Conclusion and Reflections

Lesson Illustration:
Imagine a puzzle where each piece represents a parable. Alone, each piece
shows only a small part of the whole, but together, they reveal a beautiful
picture of God’s kingdom—one that highlights compassion, humility,
forgiveness, and faithfulness. As we reflect on these teachings, we realize they
invite us to live as a part of this picture. God calls us not just to understand
these parables but to embody them, allowing their lessons to transform our
hearts and shape our lives.

Key Scripture:
John 13:34-35
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have
loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Matthew 28:19-20
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the
age.”

Romans 16:25-26; Matthew 13:16-17; John 3:3-5



Week 12 cont.
The Focus:
Reflecting on the lessons learned from Jesus’ parables and committing to live
out these teachings.

Key Points:
1. Summarizing Key Lessons from the Parables: 

a. Review some of the central themes explored in previous weeks: love for
others, humility, forgiveness, stewardship, compassion, and faithfulness.

b. Emphasize that the parables collectively show a picture of what God’s
kingdom looks like and what it means to live as part of that kingdom.

2. Committing to Apply These Lessons in Daily Life: 
a. Encourage participants to identify one or two key takeaways that they

feel called to put into practice. 
b. Discuss the importance of making faith an active, ongoing part of life

rather than just a weekly experience.
3. Role of Community in Growth and Accountability: 

a. Emphasize the role of fellowship and community in supporting each other
to grow and live out the teachings of Jesus.

b. Highlight the importance of encouraging, uplifting, and holding each
other accountable as a community of believers.

Discussion Questions:
1. Which parable has impacted you the most, and why?
2. How will you commit to living out these lessons from the parables in your

daily life?
3. What role does our community play in helping us stay on track in our

spiritual journeys, and how can we support each other?

Notes:



1. Blue Letter Bible
(https://www.blueletterbible.org/)

2. Got Questions
https://www.gotquestions.org/

3. The Bible Project
https://bibleproject.com/

Free Resources


