
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Jesus answered him,  
“If anyone loves me, he will 

keep my word, and my Father 
will love him, and we will come 

to him and make our home  
with him. Whoever does not 

love me does not keep my words. 
And the word that you hear is 

not mine but the Father’s  
who sent me. 

 
John 14:23-24 ESV 



 

The Wedding of 

Anna Faith Thoelke  
and  

Christian Laurence White 
May 24, 2026 

 

Preservice Music 
“Sheep May Safely Graze” by J. S. Bach • Organ  

“Wachet Auf” by J. S. Bach • Strings 

“Seek Ye First” arr. Douglas E. Wagner • Piano 

“Was Mir Behagt” by J. S. Bach • Strings 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” arr. J. E. Clemens • Piano 

“Concerto Grosso in B Minor” by G. F. Handel • Strings 

“Thy Strong Word” arr. Stephen R. Johnson • Piano 

Seating of the Grandparents 
Violin Concerto in F “Winter” Largo by Antonio Vivaldi 

Seating of the Parents 
Orchestral Suite No. 3 in D Major by J. S. Bach 



Processional Hymn 
We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God 

Text: S. P. Starke; Tune: G. Holst; arr. Jeffrey Blersch; LSB 941 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005129; Tune: Public domain 

Invocation 



Scripture Readings 
Genesis 2:7, 18-24 

Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and the man became a living creature… Then the Lord God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” So out of the ground 
the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living 
creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the 
heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for 
him. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took 
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken 
from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This 
at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she 
was taken out of Man.” Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast 
to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 

Psalm 127 
“Unless the Lord Builds the House” tone by Olivia Thoelke • Chorus 

Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.  
Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. 

It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest,  
eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his belovèd sleep.  

Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward. 
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s youth. 

Blessèd is the man who fills his quiver with them!  
He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate. 

Ephesians 4:32, 5:1-2, 22-33 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God… Wives, submit to your own 
husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head 
of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also 
wives should submit in everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ 
loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed 
her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 
blemish. In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just 
as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. “Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 
This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. However, let 
each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 

John 14:23-31 
Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever does not love me does not 
keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. “These 
things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. You heard 
me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have 
rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. And now I have 



told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. I will no 
longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, but I 
do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. 
Rise, let us go from here.” 

Hymn 
At the Dawning of Creation 

Text: L. White; Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven – “Ode to Joy” 

Message 

Rite of Marriage 



Christ Candle 
“Who Puts His Trust in God Most Just” arr. Ben Culli • Chorus 

Before the service our mothers who bore us and who, with our fathers, brought us to Holy 
Baptism, lit the candles beside the Christ Candle to remind us of the new life in Christ, the 
Light of the World, which we received there - the sure way of walking in and with Him which 
we reaffirmed at our confirmation. 
In our marriage we willingly, because of that wonderful life received by us through faith, are 
ready to again die to our life of self (we blow out our candles) and are joined to each other 
in a new life of love and service in imitation of the selfless devotion of our Savior to us, His 
bride, the Church (we relight our candle from the Christ Candle).  
We receive the motivation and strength to do this not simply in our love for each other. That 
alone is too frail because of the sinful nature which still clings to us, and too weak to endure 
the rigors of the failures or the crises which may come to afflict us. But we pray that our love 
will endure through the gracious help and presence of Christ Himself.  
The Christ Candle in our home will be a powerful reminder to us of where our lives and our 
marriage are rooted - and, God willing, one day the lives of our children and their children 
also. We pray that our lives as children of the heavenly Father, as husband and wife, or as 
parents, will always reflect the light and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn 
Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda; Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. – “Ar Hyd Y Nos”; LSB 922 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005129; Tune: Public domain 



Benediction 

Presentation of the Bride & Groom 

Recessional 
“God of Grace and God of Glory” by Paul Manz • Organ 

 
Parents of the Bride 

John & Kate Thoelke 

 

Parents of the Groom 
Adam & Diane White 

 

Grandparents of the Bride 
Rev. H. Lothar & Traude Thoelke 

Donald & Cherie Hugo 

 

Grandparents of the Groom 
Rev. Dr. Laurence & Deborah White 

Karen Baker & in loving memory of Jonathon Baker 

 

Maid of Honor 
Olivia Thoelke 

Bridesmaids 
Emily Thoelke 
Quinn Overby 

Bethany Weider 



Junior Bridesmaids 
Abigail White 
Heidi White 

Best Man 
Aiden Sullivan 

Groomsmen 
Paul Symank 

Hayden Payne 
Gabrien Deutsch 

Stephen Eifert 
Wesley White 

Flower Girl 
Penelope Pauls 

Ring Bearer 
Grayson Greenwood 

 

Crucifer 
Silas Christiansen 

Usher 
Caleb Lind 

 

String Quartet 
Rachel Fisher, Violin 
Kim Gindler, Violin 

Rebekah Roundey, Violist 
Lars Gindler, Cellist 

 

Vocalists 
Teresa Thoelke 

Bethany Christiansen 
Brennick Christiansen 

Rebekah Pauls 
Daniel Thoelke 

Organist 
Mark Thoelke 

Officiating 
Rev. Dr. Laurence White 
Rev. H. Lothar Thoelke 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
5000 W. Tidwell Road, Houston, Texas 77091 
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