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• Second, Paul says that being persecuted for the Faith 

is evidence of being in the Faith. 

• Believers ought to expect hostility from the world 

rather than favor with it. cf. Matthew 5:11-12 & John 

15:18-20 

Vs. 6-8 

• In these verses, Paul seeks to comfort and encourage 

a persecuted church with a reminder of their 

eventual union with Christ at the Second Coming. 

• How does the Return of Christ settle and secure us? 

Vs. 9-10 

• Paul comes off in these verses as vengeful toward 

those who persecute believers. Yet in other passages 

his passion to see the lost won to Christ is obvious. 

• How do we balance this seeming contradiction? 
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First 

As we know from his first letter to the Thessalonians, 

though Paul wanted desperately to visit them he was unable 

to because of the ban that had been placed on him there. So 

he sent the first letter instead. A while later, he received a 

report that the persecution causing many of the problems in 

the church had only gotten worse. On top of that, someone 

forged a letter, as though from him, that confused the 

Thessalonians on the timing of Christ’s Return. Most of this 

letter deals with the problems persecution had caused for 

the Thessalonians. Paul comforts and encourages them with 

strong reminders of Christ’s Return. 

The Return of Christ was something Paul neither neglected 

nor avoided. He spoke of it often in his letters and we can be 

sure it was a central theme in his preaching and teaching.  

What role does the doctrine of the Second Coming play in 

the Church today? Is it avoided or spoken of too often? If 

avoided, why do you think so. If too much, also why? What is 

a proper balance? 

 

   

Discussion Points 

Vs 1-2 > The Greeting 

• What is “grace”? 

• What is “peace”? 

• What is unique about Paul linking the two in his 

greeting? 

Vs. 3-4 

• What was Paul “proud” of on behalf of the 

Thessalonians? 

• How would that encourage them? 

• What were the evidences of their growing faith? 

V. 5 

• Paul’s thought here is a little difficult to unpack.  

The people persecuting believers thought they were 

judging when in reality, they were vindicating God’s 

judgment of them. His judgment was not coming on 

them right then but it most certainly would in time. 

Their actions were the basis of the judgment they’d 

later know.                        
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