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Vs. 9-10 > Qualifications for Real Widows 

• Why does there need to be guidelines for who qualifies 

for support? 

 

Vs. 11-15 > The Challenge of Young Widows 

• What does Paul say young widows in a church ought to 

do? Why? 

• What was the danger in that time for young widows? 

• The church today doesn’t face the same challenge from 

young widows. Our challenge is the abundance of single 

moms. How can the church support them? 

 

V. 16 > Family First 

• Paul repeats v. 4. Widows ought to be taken care of by 

their families. 

• Though Social Security, insurance, Medicare, and elder-

care facilities present us a very different situation than 

the 1st Century, what do the principles of taking care of 

widows we find here suggest to us as Christians in our 

treatment of seniors without family? 
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First 

In this part of the letter, Paul counsels Pastor Timothy in 

how to handle the needs of various people in a church. 

Discussion Points 

Vs. 1-2 > How to Exhort 

• The context for this instruction is for Pastor Timothy as 

he deals with different people in the church espousing 

false doctrine. 

• What do you think of when you hear the word “exhort?” 

o Is it a soft or hard word? 

o The Greek word parakaleo means to urge / implore 

o Depending on the subject of exhortation, it can mean 

either a warning or an encouragement. 

o Keep that in mind to see the right flavor of 

exhortation Paul means in each of the applications of 

vs. 1 & 2. 

• What was he NOT to do when confronting older men? 

o What was he TO do when challenging them? 

   

• How was he to exhort men younger than he? 

• How was he to deal with older women? 

• How as he to challenge younger women? 

• What’s common to all these? 

Vs. 3-7 > Honoring Real Widows  

• What does Paul mean by “real widows?” 

• Who is responsible to support widows with family 

members still around? 

• Who is to support widows with no family or means of 

support? 

• What are widows supported by a church to do with 

their time? 

V. 8 > Provide for Your Own 

• Paul makes providing for one’s own family a necessary 

evidence of being saved. Why? 

• Being lazy doesn’t always mean doing nothing. The lazy 

can appear busy. What do the lazy & indolent want to 

avoid? 

 

 

(continued on next page) 

 
 

2 3 


