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• In v15, God holds forth the promise of salvation if they 
will, even at this late hour, repent and return to Him. In 
the last part of v. 15 and into 16, what is their response?  

o Is that a reasonable response to God’s gracious 
offer? 

o What is their reply evidence of? 

V. 18 > “The Lord Will Wait” 

• After all the stubborn, unreasonable, rebellious words 
of the people, God still expresses His desire to show 
mercy and grace rather than judgment. He will wait so 
He can be gracious. BUT – the demands of justice can’t 
be set aside. He won’t wait forever. 

• How ought the truth that the time allotted for mercy 
and grace will come to an end motivate us in sharing 
The Gospel? 

• Last: The people of Isaiah’s day preferred “smooth” 
words and a deceitful message over right and true 
things. As then, so now.  
   YET, while the majority wants that, the Spirit of God 
draws a remnant to Himself. He always has and always 
will. Our task is to win some, not all. There is rejoicing 
in heaven when a single sinner repents. 

 

Calvary Oxnard 
2001 Eastman Ave 
Oxnard, CA 93030 

calvaryoxnard.org 
 
 

 
 

 

Discussion 
Points for  
“Right or Smooth ”  
Isaiah 30:8-18 

 

CALVARY OXNARD GROUPS 
Sunday, November 20, 2022 

 

 1 



First 
The over-arching theme of Isaiah’s message was a call to 

repent and return to the Lord. While idolatry was a 

problem, of larger concern was the people of Judah’s willful 

neglect of God. They looked to and hoped in everything BUT 

God in dealing with the problems plaguing them. Yet those 

problems were the result of their neglecting God. They were 

the first chapter in God’s judgment. 

In this passage, God tells the prophet to record the words of 

the people who haven’t just innocently forgotten God, 

they’ve intentionally abandoned Him. They won’t listen to 

what is good and right, only what they want to hear. 

Discussion Points 
Vs. 8-11 > Rebel-Words 

• What is Isaiah told to do? 

• Read Ezekiel 22:30-31.  

o What was God seeking? 

o Why? 

o What was the result of God not being able to find 
what He looked for? 

o What does this teach us about the relationship 
between prayer and judgment? 

  • How does God characterize the people of Judah in v. 9? 

• What will they NOT do? 

• V. 10 – What do they demand of the prophets (seers)? 

• What do they mean by “smooth things”? 

• What is the Bottom-Line problem of these people? 

• What parallels to today do you see here, if any? 

• Passages referred to in the message – 

o Romans 3:10-12 
o 2 Timothy 4:3-4 
o 2 Timothy 3:1-5 
o Ephesians 2:1-3 
o Proverbs 26:28b 

Vs. 12-17 > God’s Reply to the Rebels 

• As far gone in rebellion as the people of Judah were, it 
was still not too late for them to repent and find 
salvation in God. 

• Ponder This: The main problem facing Judah was the 
threat posed by Assyria. The solution seemed to lie in 
diplomacy and/or the military, so that is where they 
focused ALL their energy, to the point of scoffing at the 
suggestion they ought to look to God, which was Isaiah’s 
message. 

o Why is it always right to take our concerns, whatever 
they are, first to God in prayer? 

o How do we translate that into our time and the 
problems facing our time / nation / people? 
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