Where’s the Fruit
Mark 11:11-17


11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. 13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it. 15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17 And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” 

Have any of you ever fallen victim to false advertising? You see this ad for a product and think “That looks amazing!” Then you send away for or buy the product only to discover that what was advertised was not what you got. How about the burger ads for McDonald’s or Carl’s Jr? Don’t those burgers in the ads look incredible? Does the burger you unwrap look ANYTHING like the ad burger? Not at all! Growing up in the 70’s, getting things in the mail was not like it is today. I can order something from Amazon, and sometimes, it will come later the same day, or before I wake up the next morning. Back then, you would order something by mail and wait 6-8 weeks for it to come. Every day you would go to the mailbox hoping that TODAY would be the day it came. When the sea monkeys you ordered from the comic book finally came to your shock and horror you discovered they were nothing like the ad. Or how about poor Ralphie in the movie A Christmas Story? He discovered the secret decoder ring he had been excited to receive so he could decode secret messages from the radio, was just a crummy ad for Ovaltine, a nasty tasting hot cocoa mix. In one way or another, most of us have fallen victim to false advertising. Don’t feel bad. In our passage today, Jesus also was confronted with false advertising. How did He respond, and what does that mean for us?


1. Jesus Was Looking for Fruit – 11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. Often times we can underemphasize the humanity of Jesus. We can forget because He was and is fully God, that in the incarnation, He also was and is fully human. Because Jesus was fully human and subject to the needs and limitations of a human body, He would get hungry. He would have to rest. He had to sleep at night. He needed times to get away with the Father and recharge spiritually and emotionally. As Jesus and His disciples were walking from Bethany, He was hungry. All of us have been there. Maybe you’ve even been hangry. You’re so hungry that you start to get angry and irritable. You don’t need someone to argue with you, you need a snack! Husbands, next time your wife is upset with you, try handing her a Snickers bar and see if that helps. Ok, maybe don’t do that. Jesus was hungry and went to the fig tree looking for fruit, but He wasn’t hangry. He turned the fig tree’s lack of fruit into a real time object lesson for the disciples.

The day before Jesus was looking for fruit from the fig tree, He went to the Temple in Jerusalem looking for fruit also. He was looking for spiritual fruit. Jesus, the Messiah King who had just ridden into Jerusalem to shouts of “Hosanna!” was coming to inspect the Temple, the center of Jewish worship to see if there was any fruit there. Jesus’ encounter with the fig tree is sandwiched between His inspection of the Temple, and his cleansing of the Temple soon to follow. The fig tree stands as a living picture or object lesson of what Jesus encountered in the Temple. The Temple, like the fig tree had nothing to offer the hungry person seeking food. What was supposed to offer life in and fellowship with God had been reduced to a market where unscrupulous men took advantage of those coming to worship.


2. Leaves Advertised Fruit, But None Was Found - . 13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.
The text points out that though it was not the season yet for figs, the presence of leaves on the tree indicated that fruit should be present. The leaves advertised that fruit should be there, but there was no fruit to be found. The tree looked good and fruitful from a distance, but upon closer inspection, it was all smoke and mirrors. Jesus encountered the same thing when He inspected the Temple. What looked impressive from a distance proved to be fruitless when examine up close. In both cases, what was advertised and what was actually present were two different things.

How does this principle show itself in our lives. How many of us look good and fruitful from a distance, but upon closer inspection, no fruit is found? Are we advertising fruit but not producing any?

John 15: 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

The key to fruitfulness in our lives as believers is abiding in Christ. If we fail to do this, like the fig tree, we will advertise fruit, but not bear any. Jesus makes clear in these verses that it is fruit bearing, and not leaf-having that proves that we are His disciples. Abide is a word we don’t often use in everyday language. In the original Greek, the word translated “Abide” is the word Meno – in other translations it is translated as “remain, stay, or reside.” The idea of abiding in Christ in order to bear fruit is to remain, stay, or reside in Him. It means that we are not dipping in and dipping out of relationship with Jesus. (Illust. Tea) The only way tea is going to be any good is if the bag abides in, remains in, and stays in the water. It doesn’t work to just dip in and dip out. If we want to actually bear fruit, and not just advertise it, we must Abide in Christ. How do we do that? Three ways primarily. These aren’t the only three, but these are the main ones. We see it in the life of the early church. Acts 2: 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. The early church devoted themselves to 3 essential practices of abiding in Christ – 1. God’s Word. 2. Fellowship with other believers. 3. Prayer. A life anchored daily in God’s Word and prayer, and regularly in fellowship with other believers helps us to abide in Christ. As we abide in Christ, we will bear fruit.


3. The Lack of Fruit Brought Judgment - 14 And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it. 15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17 And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” 

Both for the fig tree and for the Temple, the lack of fruit brought judgment from Jesus. Immediately following His pronouncement of judgment on the fruitless fig tree, Jesus cleared the fruitless Temple and drove out the people who had turned it into a market. 
Jesus was angry, for sure. But He was not out of control. He saw what the problems were the day before and planned to come back the next day and clean house. Though there was anger in his judgment, His anger was righteous and appropriate. Just like the fig tree and the Temple had their day of reckoning, every person will as well. We read a few minutes ago in John 15 that anyone who does not abide in Jesus and bear fruit that proves they are His disciples will face judgment. My question for you today is how well are you abiding in Christ? Is there fruit evident in your life that shows you to be a follower of Jesus, or are there just leaves? Does the temple you live in just look really good from the outside, or is there actually fruit being produced within? I want to urge you today – don’t just put on a good act. Don’t just try to look good on the outside with no fruit. There’s nothing more joy destroying than trying to look like we are abiding in Jesus but not actually living like it. A few verses later in John 15 after the verses I read earlier it says 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. The greatest joy we can experience in life comes from fruitful abiding in Christ. The greatest sorrow comes from merely putting on an appearance and experiencing the judgment that comes from living this way. Maybe as you look at your life today, it feels like there’s more leaves than fruit. You don’t have to stay that way! As you make abiding in Christ your life’s highest priority, joy and fruitfulness follow. Allow God to prune you and cut off the dead, life draining things in your life so He can bring forth a fruitful life for Him.
