
Introduction 
 

Like an artist expresses himself through his work, God expresses Himself 
through His creation.  And the Bible says that we (humanity) are the crown-
ing glory of His creation.  Though sin in the beginning marred the work of 
beauty God intended in the Garden of Eden, God restored that image bear-
ing His resemblance when Christ burst forth from the Garden Tomb on the 
third day.  Before Christ, all of us – ordinary men and women – are much 
like a big block of marble.  There is potential for beauty, but we are dead 
(Ephesians 2:1); we bear no glory apart from the work of the artist.  But 
God comes upon us when we simply believe upon the name of Jesus, and 
His Spirit is poured out and begins to chip away at the flaws, the ugly atti-
tude, the lies, fears, the sin – all the excess baggage in our lives.  Beauty is 
unveiled.  We become God’s masterpiece.  
 
What do you see when you look in the mirror?  The beauty that God sees 
in you will come forth as you avail yourself to the Spirit’s work.  It takes 
time; and much like the magnificent Temple that King Solomon built, it 
takes the work of many committed people.  On the day of Pentecost (Acts 
2) the Holy Spirit birthed the church; and the building up and branching out 
of Christ’s church involved many devoted people.  The apostle Paul later 
wrote believers in Corinth: “Don’t you realize that all of you together are 
the temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you?” (1 Corinthians 
3:16).  God desires to bring about a work of beauty in you for a purpose 
bigger than you can imagine – for His glory, not yours.  Just as the Lord 
called Peter and John to a mission greater than fishing, Christ is calling you 
to a story bigger than your own.   

 
Background 
In Acts, chapter three, Peter heals a man lame from birth.  As Peter and 
John go to the Temple for the three o’clock prayer service, Peter says to 
the crippled beggar: “…I don’t have any silver or gold for you.  But I’ll give 
you what I have.  In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and 
walk!”  The man stands to his feet and begins ‘walking, leaping, and prais-
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ing God” (Acts 3:4-8).  This creates quite a stir and crowds of people gather 
to witness the healed man.  Peter sees an opportunity to tell them about 
the Lord Jesus; he preaches and says: “Now repent of your sins and turn to 
God, so that your sins may be wiped away.  Then times of refreshment will 
come from the presence of the Lord, and He will again send you Jesus, your 
appointed Messiah.  For He must remain in heaven until the time for the 
final restoration of all things, as God promised long ago through His holy 
prophets” (Acts 3:19-21).  While Peter and John are speaking to the people, 
the religious leaders show up. 

 
Reading the Text  
Read Acts 4:1-31  
 

1. What is the Holy Spirit saying to you? 
 
 
2. What are you going to do about it? 
 
 

3. How can we help you? 
 
 

In Closing 
 Did you notice how in response to the threats of the high council, the be-
lievers ‘lifted their voices together in prayer’ to the LORD!  Peter’s bold re-
sponse to the religious leaders was incredible; yet understand, it did not 
come from him.  Peter’s courage came from God’s Spirit!  The words Peter 
declared to the high council are words we all need to hear about Jesus: 
“There is salvation in no one else!  God has given no other name under 
heaven by which we must be saved” (v12).  The stunned religious leaders 
see the boldness of Peter and John and realize they are ordinary men with 
no special training.  “They also recognize them as men who had been with 
Jesus” (v13).  Do people recognize you as one who has been with Jesus?   
 
Our ‘plain truth’ states – We become God’s masterpiece by intentional 
prayer, infilling of the Holy Spirit, and by proclaiming the Risen Jesus.  Pray-
er is work.  And like keeping an important appointment, we must devote 
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Text: Acts 4:1-31 

Plain Truth:   
We become God’s ________________ by intentional 
__________, infilling of the ________ ___________, 

and _____________________ the Risen Jesus.  
 

1. ________________ Prayer is ________________ the 
______________ to the Master. 

2. The ________ start to _______ by _______________ 
to the Holy Spirit.  

3. ___________________ the _________ Jesus 
________ us with ______ life. 

time daily with the Holy Spirit for Kingdom transformation in our individu-
al lives.  When we are too busy for worship, prayer, Bible study – then we 
are not availing our block of marble (our life) to the Master.  But when we 
do quiet ourselves in the presence of the Lord – surrender to worship, in-
tentional prayer, and reading of the Scriptures – the Master chips away at 
our hard hearts with the chisel of His truth and begins to smooth the 
rough edges with His love.  A resemblance of Christ begins to emerge.  E. 
Stanley Jones once said, “If you don’t surrender to Christ, you surrender 
to chaos.”  Let’s surrender to Christ.  
 

Close in a Time of Prayer asking: 
 How can I pray for my fellow Life Group participants this week? 

 
 

One Year Bible Readings     

June 12: 1 Kings 9:1-10:29, Acts 8:14-40, Psalm 130:1-8, Proverbs 17:2-3 
June 13: 1 Kings 11:1-12:19, Acts 9:1-25, Psalm 131:1-3, Proverbs 17:4-5 
June 14: 1 Kings 12:20-13:34, Acts 9:26-43, Psalm 132:1-18, Proverbs 17:6 
June 15: 1 Kings 14:1-15:24, Acts 10:1-23, Psalm 133:1-3, Proverbs 17:7-8 
June 16: 1 Kings 15:25-17:24, Acts 10:24-48, Psalm 134:1-3, Proverbs 17:9-11 
June 17: 1 Kings 18:1-46, Acts 11:1-30, Psalm 135:1-21, Proverbs 17:12-13 
June 18: 1 Kings 19:1-21, Acts 12:1-23, Psalm 136:1-26, Proverbs 17:14-15 


