
Introduction 
The level of congruity across the pages of God’s Word is astounding.  Christ is on 
every page of Scripture.  Everything points to Christ, indeed all history.  In Psalm 
78, Asaph recounts Israel’s history—how God rescued His people from slavery and 
provided for them every step of the way in the wilderness. But also, how in re-
sponse, the descendants of Jacob forgot God’s mighty miracles and His faithful 
provision.  They refused to believe God and did not “trust Him to care for them… 
Oh, how often they rebelled against Him in the wilderness and grieved His heart in 
that dry wasteland.  Again and again they tested God’s patience and provoked the 
Holy One of Israel.  They did not remember His power and how He rescued them 
from their enemies” (Psalm 78:22b, 40-42).  How is it we so often miss God’s per-
sonal presence in our midst? 
 
Read Psalm 78:1-72 (The psalmist here recites Israel’s story.  Like an altar of re-
membrance, it was a reminder of God’s faithfulness to future generations of Isra-
el.  Listen carefully as it is read aloud.  Your Life Group may want to divide up the 
reading into sections) 
 
In the Bible, when we see God personally, we are looking at Christ. For “Christ is 
the visible image of the invisible God.  He existed before anything was created 
and is supreme over all creation” (Colossians 1:15).  The apostle Paul says, “I don’t 
want you to forget, dear brothers and sisters, about our ancestors in the wilder-
ness long ago.  All of them were guided by a cloud that moved ahead of them, and 
all of them walked through the sea on dry ground.  In the cloud and in the sea, all 
of them were baptized as followers of Moses.  All of them ate the same spiritual 
food, and all of them drank the same spiritual water.  For they drank from the 
spiritual rock that traveled with them, and that rock was Christ” (1 Corinthians 
10:1-4).  Think about it: At each juncture of Israel’s story (even the bad places) 
Christ was there!  If you feel distant from God today, Christ is there.  Psalm 78 
closes with these words, pointing to the Messiah, the son of David from the tribe 
of Judah— 
 

“He chose instead the tribe of Judah, and Mount Zion, which He loved.  There He 
built His sanctuary as high as the heavens, as solid and enduring as the earth.  He 

chose His servant David, calling him from the sheep pens.  He took David from 
tending the ewes and lambs and made him the shepherd of Jacob’s descendants—

God’s own people, Israel” (Psalm 78:68-71). 
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New Covenant 
Many years later, the Messiah personally comes into the world.  God’s promise to 
Israel (indeed the world) is ultimately fulfilled through a descendant of King David; 
the One given the name JESUS (Luke 1:31, Matthew 1:21).  He comes to fulfill eve-
ry prophecy spoken of the Messiah in Scripture.  He is the Word made flesh, per-
sonally making His home among us (John 1:14).  During the last week of Jesus’ 
earthly ministry, He enters Jerusalem in fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9 – “Rejoice, O 
people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look your king is coming 
to you.  He is righteous and victorious, yet He is humble, riding on a donkey—
riding on a donkey’s colt.” 
 
Picture it: The Lord mounts the little donkey, surrounded by a procession of adults 
and children waving palm branches and throwing their cloaks on the ‘Palm Sunday 
Road’ before Him.  The descent is steep as the colt takes Jesus across the Kidron 
Valley and then up toward the Temple mount.  The people shout words of decla-
ration from Psalm 118:26 prophesied (recorded in the Book of Psalms) for this 
very moment— 
 
“Praise God!  Blessings on the One who comes in the name of the LORD!  Blessings 

on the coming Kingdom of our ancestor David!  Praise God in highest heaven!”  
 

 

Reading the Text  
Read Mark 11:1-11 
 

1. What is the Holy Spirit saying to you? 
 
 
2. What are you going to do about it? 
 
 
 

3. How can we help you? 

 
 

Close in a Time of Prayer asking: 
 How can I pray for my fellow Life Group participants this week? 
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Text: Mark 11:1-11, Psalm 78:1-8, 65-72  

 

PLAIN TRUTH: 
When the people _________ God, God ____________ 

their worship.  

In Closing 
Why Jerusalem?  Why the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem – this ancient Jebusite city 
where 2,000 years before, Abraham met Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18-21) and whose 
faith was tested when the LORD asked him to give back his son (Genesis 22:1-18); where 
David would offer a sacrifice on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite, and the 
place where the Temple would be built (1 Chronicles 21:18 – 22:1) – why this very loca-
tion?   
 
Olive trees covered the Mount of Olives, and nestled on the west shoulder of the Mount 
of Olives was a grove of olive trees known as the Garden of Gethsemane, a place where 
Jesus would go often with His disciples and pray (John 18:1-2).  Once when Jesus was 
leaving the Temple, crossing back over to the Mount of Olives with the twelve, one of His 
disciples pointed out the magnificent Temple buildings and impressive stones in the 
walls. The Lord spoke of the end time and the impending horrors preceding His return, 
known as the ‘Olivet Discourse’ (Matthew 24:3 – 25:46).   
 
It was here that Jesus wept over Jerusalem’s refusal to accept Him (Matthew 23:37-39 
and Luke 19:41-44).   
 
It was here in Gethsemane, beneath gnarled olive trees that Jesus knelt in the dirt and 
sweat blood as He prayed a prayer of final surrender “Not my will, but Thy will be done.”   
 
It was here Jesus was betrayed and arrested by Temple guards, fulfilling Zechariah 13:7 – 
“Strike down the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.”    
 
Though Jesus was born humbly in nearby Bethlehem (the fields in which the Temple pas-
cal lambs were cared for); though He rode humbly into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sun-
day, Christ will one day return in glory and triumph at this very site (see Zechariah 14:4).  
Forty days after the Lord’s resurrection He ascends into heaven from the Mount of Olives 
(Luke 24:50-51) and according to the angels upon His ascension, will one day gloriously 
return (Acts 1:6-12).  This is a time to remember all that Christ has done for you in the 
past.  Press on toward His appearing.  Resolve to emulate your Lord today: as He is faith-
ful, you be faithful.  Don’t give up now.  

 

One Year Bible Readings 

Apr. 10: Deut. 34:1-Joshua 2:24, Luke 13:22-14:6, Psalm 79:1-13, Prov.12:26 
Apr. 11: Joshua 3:1-4:24, Luke 14:7-35, Psalm 80:1-19, Proverbs 12:27-28  
Apr. 12: Joshua 5:1-7:15, Luke 15:1-32, Psalm 81:1-16, Proverbs 13:1  
Apr. 13: Joshua 7:16-9:2, Luke 16:1-18, Psalm 82:1-8, Proverbs 13:2-3  
Apr. 14: Joshua 9:3-10:43, Luke 16:19-17:10, Psalm 83:1-18, Proverbs 13:4 
Apr. 15: Joshua 11:1-12:24, Luke 17:11-37, Psalm 84:1-12, Proverbs 13:5-6      
Apr. 16: Joshua 13:1-14:15, Luke 18:1-17, Psalm 85:1-13, Proverbs 13:7-8  


