
Introduction 
Recently I was given a small book with these words on the front cover: 
Why Jesus Died.  I opened the booklet to find a mirror inside, reminding 
me that Jesus died for me.  You and I are precious to God.  God proved His 
love when He gave His Son to save us.  From the beginning, God has made 
an allowance for sin through blood sacrifice; we see that when the LORD 
made a covenant with Noah (Genesis 8:20-22), and later with Abraham 
(Genesis 12:1-3).  Abraham trusted God (put faith into action) when God 
told him to leave and go to the land God would show him.  Abraham be-
lieved God for a son in his old age (waiting twenty-five years to see that 
promise fulfilled) and was willing to give his son back to God when the 
LORD tested him. 
 
Faith without works is dead.  What is obedience?  It is faith in action.  Be-
cause the deeds (our actions) are living proof that ‘Hey, I may not under-
stand all God is asking me to do, but I am going to trust Him anyway!’  Your 
resolve to believe God in the middle of life – the storms, the difficulties, the 
challenges, as well as the good moments – somehow gets heaven’s atten-
tion and pleases the Lord.  Our heroes of faith were ordinary men and 
women, not perfect but marked as faithful servants of God by their obedi-
ence (faith in action).  Regardless of whether or not the outcome before 
them appeared positive, they chose to believe and trust the Lord. 
 

Background 
As you read the Scriptures below, think about the connecting stream of 
obedience marking the true child of God.  Abraham’s willingness to sacri-
fice his only son on the altar, points to the day when God’s Son would give 
His life on the cross, His precious blood atoning for sin on the altar in heav-
en (see Hebrews 9:11-12).  Thus, a true child of God is willing to sacrifice 
and like a good tree, will bear good fruit.  “‘Abraham believed God, and 
God counted him as righteous because of his faith.’ The real children of 
Abraham, then, are those who put their faith in God… the Scriptures 
looked forward to this time when God would declare the Gentiles to be 
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righteous because of their faith.  God proclaimed this good news to Abra-
ham long ago when He said, ‘All nations will be blessed through 
you’” (Galatians 3:6-8).      
 
Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount that a good tree will produce good 
fruit.  And you can know a tree by the fruit it yields.  The fruit of God’s Spir-
it is described in Galatians 5:22-23 – “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind 
of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, and self-control.  There is no law against these things!”  
What kind of fruit is your life yielding these days?  None of us is perfect, 
but there is a perfect Savior who loves us.  Have you looked in the mirror 
lately?  God loves you!  Decide today to put legs to your faith and live into 
God’s plan and purpose (His vision!) for your life.  Ask Him to give you the 
courage to trust Him.  The Lord will always stand by His covenant. 
 
 

Reading the Text  
Read Genesis 21:1-5, 22:1-18 and Matthew 7:15-29 
 
 

Deeper Application   
(for discussion purposes, what 1-2 words stand out to you as you hear the 
Scripture read aloud) 
 
1. What is the Holy Spirit saying to you? 
 
 
 
2. What are you going to do about it? 
 
 
 

3. How can we help you? 
 
 

Close in a Time of Prayer 
 How can I pray for my fellow Life Group participants this week? 
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Text: Matthew 7:15-29, Genesis 21:1-5, Genesis 22:1-18     
\ 
 

PLAIN TRUTH: 
Only a faith that is _______ is worth __________. 

1. During times of crisis and challenge what we really believe 

is revealed!  

 

 

 
2. Are you being faithful to _____ or being faithful to ______? 
  

 

3.  Our faith is both __________ and ________________ 

when we believe “God will ____________”. 

 

 

One Year Bible Readings 

January 09: Genesis 20:1-22:24 Matthew 7:15-29 Psalm 9:1-12 Proverbs 2:16-22  
January 10: Genesis 23:1-24:51 Matthew 8:1-17 Psalm 9:13-20 Proverbs 3:1-6  
January 11: Genesis 24:52-26:16 Matthew 8:18-34 Psalm 10:1-15 Proverbs 3:7-8  
January 12: Genesis 26:17-27:46 Matthew 9:1-17 Psalm 10:16-18 Proverbs 3:9-10  
January 13: Genesis 28:1-29:35 Matthew 9:18-38 Psalm 11:1-7 Proverbs 3:11-12  
January 14: Genesis 30:1-31:16 Matthew 10:1-23 Psalm 12:1-8 Proverbs 3:13-15 
January 15: Genesis 31:17-32:12, Matthew 10:24-11:6, Psalm 13:1-6, Proverbs 3:16-18 
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