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‣ If good works contribute nothing to salvation then do they play a role in the life of the 
believer? The answer is a resounding YES!!

Luke 6:46-49 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? Everyone who 
comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: he is like a 
man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood 
arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well 
built. But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a house on the 
ground without a foundation. When the stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and the 
ruin of that house was great.”

1. Identity
2. Testimony
3. Justification
4. We've been created for good works

1. IDENTITY

You Will Know Them by Their Fruit
Matthew 7:15-20 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes 
gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, 
but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 
diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.“

Matthew 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and 
trampled under people's feet. “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives 
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.“

2. TESTIMONY

1 John 5:11 “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” 
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Revelation 12:11 “They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.”

 Luke 8:39 “Return home and declare how much God has done for you.”

John 4:39 “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony.”

Psalm 119:46 “I will speak of your statutes before kings and will not be put to shame.”

Acts 21:1 “Then Paul answered, ‘Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready 
not only to be bound but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.’”

Matthew 10:32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before 
my Father in heaven.”

2 Corinthians 1:20 “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ.”

Philippians 1:5 “Because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.”

1 Thessalonians 1:8 “The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere.”

3. JUSTIFICATION

But What About Justification?
James 2:24 “You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.“

‣ James 2:14–26, as a whole, and especially verse 24, has been the subject of some 
confused interpretations. The passage definitely seems to cause serious problems for 
the “salvation by faith alone” concept. First, we need to clear up a misconception, 
namely, that James means the same thing by “justified” Dikaio in James 2:24 that Paul 
means in Galatians 2:15. Paul is using the word justified to mean “declared righteous 
by God.” Paul is speaking of God’s legal declaration of us as righteous as Christ’s 
righteousness is applied to our account. James is using the word justified to mean 
“being demonstrated and proved.”
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James 2:14-26 “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in 
daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without 
giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it 
does not have works, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” 
Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.
You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you 
want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? You 
see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; and 
the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him 
as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God.
You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. And in the same way 
was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers 
and sent them out by another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also 
faith apart from works is dead.“

4. WE'VE BEEN CREATED FOR GOOD WORKS

Ephesians 2:8-10 “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

Galatians 5:16-18 “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things 
you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.“ 

Titus 3:4-8 “But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we 
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. The saying is trustworthy, and I 
want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful 
to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for people.”
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Galatians 5:22-24 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”

Matthew 21:28-31 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but 
afterward he changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. 
And he answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you.“

John 13:34-35 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
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