SERMON SUMMARY

Romans 8:18-39 confronts us with one of the most profound questions we wrestle with: how can
a good God allow suffering? This passage doesn't minimize our pain but radically reframes it
against the backdrop of God's coming glory. We're invited to see suffering through a stunning
metaphor—creation itself groaning like a woman in labor, experiencing the worst kind of pain, yet
knowing that in a single moment, face-to-face with new life, everything changes. This is our
hope: that present sufferings, no matter how severe, aren't even worthy of comparison to the
glory that awaits us. We learn that we're not alone in our groaning—the Holy Spirit intercedes for
us with groanings too deep for words, praying God's will when we can't find the words ourselves.
The passage culminates in an unshakeable promise: nothing can separate us from God's love in
Christ Jesus. Not tribulation, distress, persecution, or even death itself. We are more than
conquerors, not because we avoid suffering, but because God is sovereignly working all things
together for good for those who love Him. This isn't escapism or denial—it's anchored hope that
transforms how we engage with a broken world.

Key Takeaways from the Sermon

1.God is sovereign in His choosing - Adoption, not bloodline, has always
been God's pattern (Romans 9:6-13)

2.We are less gracious than God - God chooses to love and save people
we would never choose

3.Jesus is a "rock of offense" - The gospel will be scandalous to those
who trust in their own merit or heritage

4.God's character is intact in the gospel - His justice and mercy are both
perfectly displayed in Jesus

5.Grace should transform how we love others - If God has shown us
radical grace, we should extend it to others



INTO THE SERMON Romans 9:1-33

1.What stood out to you most from this weekend’s sermon? Was there
a phrase, image, or idea that stayed with you?

2.The sermon emphasized that God is God, and we are not—and that
His grace is far more expansive and surprising than we naturally
assume. Where did that challenge or reshape the way you think about
who God chooses or how He shows mercy?

3.Pastor Sam said, “Do you think you are more gracious than God?”
How does that question confront the way you typically think about
fairness, justice, or who “should” be included in God’s family?

INTO THE TEXT

Read Romans 9:1-33 together as a group.

1.Paul begins the chapter with deep sorrow over his own people rejecting
Christ. What does this reveal about Paul’s heart, and how does it shape
the way we should think about truth and compassion together?

2.Paul says, “Not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel” (vv.
6—8). What is he getting at with this distinction between physical descent
and promise?

3.The sermon highlighted examples like Isaac vs. Ishmael and Jacob vs.
Esau. What is Paul trying to show about God’s purpose in choosing,
even before people had done anything good or bad?

4.In verses 14-18, Paul raises the question of God’s fairness and
responds, “l will have mercy on whom | have mercy.” What tension does
this create in our understanding of God’s character? How does Paul
resolve (or not resolve) that tension?

5.In verses 30-33, Paul explains that Israel stumbled over Jesus as the
“stone of stumbling.” Why would righteousness by faith be so offensive
or difficult to accept? What does that reveal about human pride and
expectation?



TAKE AWAY / NOW WHAT

1.The sermon challenged the idea that we naturally think we would choose
more wisely or more graciously than God. Where do you most feel that
tension in your own beliefs or assumptions?

2.Pastor Sam said, “God gets to decide. He is God, and we are not.” What
emotions or questions does that statement bring up for you honestly?

3.The sermon emphasized that God’s grace extends to people we might not
expect or even prefer. Is there a group or type of person you struggle to
believe God could fully love or redeem?

4.Instead of responding with pride or judgment, we are called to respond with
humility and gratitude for being included by grace. What would it look like
for you to live more aware of that grace this week?

5.What is one practical way you can reflect God’s unexpected mercy in how
you treat others—in your home, workplace, or community?
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