SERMON SUMMARY

Romans 12 and 13 challenges us to understand what it truly means to live as
people marked by Christ in a world filled with authority structures. We discover that
being united with Jesus in His death and resurrection means our lives should bear
the unmistakable markers of His character: blessing those who persecute us,
weeping with those who weep, refusing to avenge ourselves, and overcoming evil
with good. The text confronts us with a profound tension: how do we live as faithful
Christians under governing authorities while remembering that no human authority
is absolute? Paul teaches that God establishes civil government as His servant to
punish evil and reward good, yet ultimate authority always belongs to God alone.
This means we are called to be peaceable, law-abiding citizens who honor those in
authority, while simultaneously recognizing that when human commands
contradict God's commands, we must obey God rather than man. The passage
invites us to examine our own hearts: Are we marked by a rebellious spirit that
constantly resists any authority, or are we marked by the peace and honor of
Christ? When we do resist earthly authority, is it because we are submitting to
God's higher authority, or simply because we want our own way? This framework
transforms how we think about citizenship, obedience, and the radical call to look
like Jesus in every area of life.

Key Takeaways from the Sermon

1.We are marked by Christ - Our lives should bear the characteristics of Jesus: blessing
those who persecute us, rejoicing and weeping with others, living peaceably, and
overcoming evil with good.

2. Authority comes from God - All legitimate authority is established by God, but civil
authorities are servants of God, not masters over Him.

3. The purpose of civil authority - Government exists to punish evil and reward good, not
to have unlimited power over citizens.

4.No human authority is absolute - Only God has ultimate authority. When human
authorities contradict God's commands, we must obey God rather than man.

5. Christians should be good citizens - We're called to live peaceably, honor authority,
and not be rebellious by nature—unless obedience to human authority requires
disobedience to God.



INTO THE SERMON

1.What did you find most helpful, challenging, or thought-
provoking about this weekend's sermon on authority and
submission?

2.Pastor Sam emphasized that all authority ultimately comes from
God. How does that truth shape the way Christians should view
leaders, governments, and other authorities in their lives?

3.The sermon highlighted that Christians are called to be marked
by the life of Jesus, even when facing opposition or persecution.
What are some practical ways believers can demonstrate that
distinctiveness today?

4.Pastor Sam spent time discussing the difference between
personal revenge and God's justice. Why is it often difficult to
leave judgment in God's hands instead of taking matters into our
own?

INTO THE TEXT

1.Read Romans 12:14-21. What commands does Paul give
regarding how believers should treat those who oppose,
mistreat, or persecute them?

2.According to Romans 12:19-21, why are Christians
instructed not to seek personal revenge? What alternative
response does Paul encourage?

3.Read Romans 13:1-7. How does Paul describe the role and
purpose of governing authorities? What responsibilities do
believers have toward them?

4.Romans 13:8-10 concludes with the command to love one
another. Why do you think Paul ends a discussion about
authority and citizenship by pointing believers back to love?



TAKE AWAY / NOW WHAT

1.What does it look like to honor and respect
authority while remembering that Jesus is the
ultimate authority over every area of life?

2.Are there situations in your life where you are
tempted to respond to wrong with retaliation rather
than grace? How can the example of Jesus help
shape your response?

3.How can our church be known as a community that
pursues peace, honors others, and overcomes evil
with good?

4.This passage teaches that love fulfills the law.
What is one practical way you can intentionally
love your neighbor, coworker, classmate, friend, or
family member this week?
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