SERMON SUMMARY

Romans 6:15-23 challenges us to confront a fundamental truth about human existence:
we are all slaves to something. The passage dismantles our modern illusion of autonomy
and self-rule, revealing that true freedom comes not from serving ourselves but from
submitting to Christ. We discover that the Christian life presents a beautiful paradox—
liberation through submission. While our culture preaches self-expression and following
our desires as the path to freedom, Scripture reveals this leads only to deeper bondage.
The tyranny of desire enslaves us to approval-seeking, sexual appetite, political ideology,
and endless distraction. Yet when we lay down our arms as rebels and submit to Jesus,
we find ourselves freed from these lesser masters. The doctrine of sanctification shows
us that God doesn't just change our legal status through justification—He transforms our
daily reality, making our bodies the battlefield where kingdom allegiance is demonstrated.
Every choice about what we look at, listen to, and pursue reveals which king we truly
serve. The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.
This isn't about earning salvation through good works, but about living into the freedom
Christ purchased for us, one small daily discipline at a time.

Key Takeaways

1. Everyone is a slave to something; the question is what or whom we choose to
serve

2.Justification is a status change (from guilty to righteous), while sanctification is a
positional change (being set apart for God's purposes)

3.Cultural autonomy and self-rule are illusions that lead to deeper slavery to desires,
fears, and appetites

4.True freedom comes through the paradox of submission to Christ as King

5.The body becomes the battlefield where kingdom allegiance is demonstrated
through daily choices



INTO THE SERMON Romans 6:15-23

- What stood out to you most from this sermon? Was there a particular
phrase, idea, or Scripture that resonated with you?

. The sermon mentioned that our bodies become "the site of
resistance" where the kingdom battle is fought. What are some
specific "members" (eyes, tongue, time, money, attention) where you
experience this battle most?

INTO THE TEXT

- Read Romans 6:15-23 together as a group.

- 1) What question does Paul raise in verse 15, and how is it similar to what he
asked earlier in Romans 6?
o What misunderstanding about grace is he still trying to correct?

. 2) As you read this passage, what two kinds of slavery does Paul describe, and
where does each one lead?
o What contrast is he trying to make?

« 3) In verses 17-18, what does Paul thank God for?
o What do those verses show about what has changed in the life of a
believer?

- 4) In verses 19-22, what repeated words or ideas help you see Paul’s main
point about sanctification?
o What does it look like to “present your members” to righteousness?

- 5) How does verse 23 bring the whole passage together?
o What is the contrast between wages and gift, and why does that matter for
understanding the Christian life?



TAKE AWAY / NOW WHAT

1) The sermon emphasized that everyone serves a master.
- As you reflect on this passage, what do you think our culture most
often presents as “freedom,” and how does Paul challenge that
idea?

. 2) Paul says that what we present ourselves to is what we become
enslaved to.
- What are some everyday ways a person can begin to notice where
their heart, attention, and habits are being formed?

- 3) This passage connects obedience to freedom and righteousness.
- How does that differ from the way most people think about
obedience?

- 4) The sermon said that the body becomes the “site of resistance.”
- How does Romans 6 shape the way you think about your eyes,
words, time, habits, and desires?

- 5) What is one small, practical way you can more intentionally submit
yourself to Christ this week?
- How might a daily act of obedience create deeper freedom over
time?



