
Epiphany Reflections for 
the Year Ahead
F R O M  P A S T O R  H E A T H E R  B R O W N

Revelation 21:5
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words
are trustworthy and true.”

     By the time we celebrate the visit of The Magi to the Babe in
Bethlehem on Epiphany (January 6), the hustle and bustle of the holidays
is done in most households. It reminds us that on the 12th Day of
Christmas, the season of anticipation is over. Indeed, this baby has
arrived.
     The story of Christmas is loud, and chaotic, and surprising, and even
terrifying. And then there’s Mary. She seems so steady, so calm. In Luke
Chapter 2, when the shepherds show up, they are full of energy and
wonder and questions. They have so much to say to this small family
about what the angels proclaimed to them. And what does Mary do when
she hears their story? Luke 2:19 says, “ . . .  and Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart.” 
     What is it that we treasure? What is this season of Epiphany calling
us to ponder in our hearts? Maybe we, too, have had a loud, and chaotic,
and surprising, and even terrifying Christmas season. Even if that’s not
the case, the visit of The Magi serves as a hinge between the build-up of
Advent, Christmas and everything that comes afterward. God has now
come down to us, incarnate in the flesh of a baby. 
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     Is anything at all different now? Does this baby change anything
in our day-to-day lives—our relationships, finances, priorities, work?
Does this annual reminder that we worship a God who came to us as
one of us make a difference in our lives? Does it shift our
perspectives? Does it crack open new understandings of the world
around us, or invite us to be curious in ways we might not be
otherwise? Does our understanding of this incarnation cause us to
make decisions in a new light? 

     What are you looking to treasure on the hinge-point of Epiphany
as God reveals himself to us through the Baby Jesus once again?
What might you ponder anew in 2026? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
if with his love he befriends you. 

(Hymn: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, Evangelical Lutheran
Worship 858)
 
Loved by God. Living for Others. 
Pastor Heather Brown 

WAYS TO WATCH

SERVICE TIME
IN-PERSON 9:00 AM

1 . L ive-streaming on our
App ,  Facebook &
YouTube.  

2 . Cable Access 989
Broadcast  T imes :

Sunday at  12  Noon
Monday at  1 1 :30 AM
Friday at  1 1  AM

3. Always access on App ,
Facebook & YouTube.

FAITH CONNECTIONS PAGE 02

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the

fol lowing people in
your prayers :

Donna McConnell; Ardith
Hendrickson; Mike Voss;
Jeanette Oswald; Arlene
Norberg; Steve Hadlock’s
sister, Pam; Dave & Diane

Herron’s niece Joelle.

Curious about Faith Lutheran or Lutheran beliefs in general?

Faith Lutheran 101 is a welcoming, relaxed class for new

members and for anyone who would like to learn more about

who we are, what we believe, and how we live out our ministry

together. Join us Sunday, January 18 at 10:15 a.m. in the back

of the sanctuary. All are welcome—we’d love to have you!

NEW MEMBER CLASS OR MEMBER REFRESH

Faith Lutheran 
101 CLASS

 (Names will remain on the
prayer list for three weeks

unless otherwise requested.)
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 Happy New Year Everyone, 
    It’s usually this time of year when we

start thinking about what’s coming next. A

new year brings new goals, new

opportunities, and a chance to lay to rest

that which didn’t go so well in the current

year. I think back to all the accomplishments

the Council (with the help of the

congregation) has done to better FLC in

2025.

  Whether it was, the parsonage coming

down, to something as little as hanging up, a

photo board in the Gathering Space.

Changes come and go, but it is how we react

to change. In 2026 we have a lot of big

decisions to make in different areas of the

church for it to succeed. How will you

respond to them? With open arms and

support or want to stay right where we are

at? 

   The best place to bring our changes or

desire to change is to God and to His word.

God’s word renews our minds and begins to

transform us from the inside out. We can

talk through each hope or aspiration and

ask God, “Is this something you want for us

here at Faith?” and “Will this goal benefit

our walk with the Lord and my relationship

with those around me here at Faith

Lutheran? If you commit your way to the

Lord, he will act (Psalm 37:5). We can’t go

wrong with that kind of planning. 
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The President’s Corner FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT
DIANE HERRON

    I’d like to share with you something I came

across,

Be Patient with those around you today.
Be Kind to everyone always.
Stay Humble in every situation. It doesn’t
matter if you’re right or wrong, stay Humble.
And be Loving, love everyone around you,  
with Patience,  Kindness, and Humbling
yourself. That is what love is. This is what
Jesus would do.

    As we set our sites to 2026, let us, Keep

your eyes focused on what is right, and look

straight ahead to what is good. Be careful

what you do, and always do what is right.  

(Proverbs 4:25-26)

In closing, I’d like to leave you with prayer,

Dear Heavenly Father,
    As the new year begins, let us thank You for all
the Blessings you have given Faith Lutheran
Church in 2025. God, thank you for your
faithfulness to all of us throughout this year. We
have not gone a single day without your love
surrounding us. As we walk into the New Year,
help us to keep ourselves focused on You and on
the things, You are calling us to do.
     In Jesus name,
     Amen

Many Blessings 😊

     Diane Herron

DEPEND ON THE LORD IN WHATEVER YOU DO,  AND YOUR
PLANS WILL SUCCEED.  PROVERBS 16 :3
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      At the Church Council’s most recent meeting, they focused on faithful

stewardship, ministry planning, and caring for the life of Faith Lutheran as we

begin a new year together. The conversation included financial updates,

staffing transitions, long-range planning, and ways to strengthen hospitality,

communication, and shared ministry.

Reviewed financial reports showing a small surplus for November and

strong early December giving; planning is underway for the 2026 budget,

with a budget planning meeting scheduled for January 4.

Discussed recent cyber fraud and phishing attempts affecting churches

and plans to provide education and guidance to help protect staff and

congregation members.

Approved moving forward with hiring a new custodian beginning in

January and reviewed personnel policies and staffing structures to

support ministry needs.

Continued work on hospitality and worship coordination, including

welcome table staffing and Temple Talk scheduling for 2026.

Reaffirmed commitment to long-term planning by moving toward

forming a strategic growth subcommittee to help guide future ministry

and outreach.

Discussed facility care and future green space possibilities, with an

emphasis on inviting congregational input before any decisions are

made.

Reviewed upcoming mission trips, congregational events, and

preparations for the annual meeting in February, including ministry

reports and financial statements.

      Council remains committed to transparency, thoughtful planning, and

working together as Faith Lutheran moves into a new year of worship,

service, and community. Congregation members are encouraged to stay

engaged, pray for church leadership, and participate in upcoming gatherings

and conversations.
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Council
SNIPPETS NEXT MEETING JAN.

25TH, 2026 AT 10:15 AM Would You Like to
Represent Faith
Lutheran? 
   The Nominating
Committee has begun
putting together a
ballot for the
congregation to
consider at the 2026
Annual Meeting. 
   There are two
elected positions for
representatives to the
2026 Synod Assembly
on April 25, 2026 in
Rice Lake. 
   There are five open
positions on Church
Council. The term is
for two years. 
   If you would like to
learn more about what
it might entail,  get in
touch with Pastor
Heather or Brenda
Fellenz
fellenzb@gmail.com.

Cheryl Ashbeck
Nicki Quarne
Brenda Fellenz
Janeen Dietsche



FAITH CONNECTIONS PAGE 05

BIRTHDAYS:
LEO – 01/15

PAXTON – 01/16
 

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS:
SOPHIA – 01/07

Happy
BIRTHDAY

   December was full of energy, faith, and joyful

moments for our children and families. After months

of preparation, our students shared the Christmas

story with confidence, creativity, and heart—and what

a gift it was to witness! Thank you for supporting

them along the way and for celebrating with us. (See

the next page for highlights.)

    As we step into a new year, we’re excited for

what’s ahead. We’re grateful for the strong foundation

already in place and look forward to continuing to

grow together in faith, learning, and community.

     We’re also thankful for the incredible engagement

we’ve seen this fall:

         Sunday School: 82% average attendance

         Confirmation: 100% attendance

     These numbers reflect more than participation—

they show commitment, curiosity, and a genuine

desire to grow in faith. We’re so proud of our

students.

     Thank you for being part of this ministry—through

volunteering, encouraging, showing up, and praying.

It truly takes a village to nurture faith, and we are

blessed by each of you. Together, we continue to

plant seeds of faith that God will grow in amazing

ways.

With gratitude, The GLOW Education Team

A New Season Begins:
Faith, Joy & Celebration

FROM CO-DIRECTORS
JUSTIN POLZIN & BRIANNE THOMPSON

GLOWGLOWGLOW



FAITH CONNECTIONS PAGE 06

RISE – Confirmation
      Wednesday evenings remain a highlight of the week, twice a month, as

Confirmation students engage in thoughtful conversations and deepen their

understanding of faith. Guided by Pastor Heather, students continue to grow in

confidence, curiosity, and connection. We look forward to building on this

momentum as classes continue into the new year.

TORCH – Confirmation Mentors
    December was especially meaningful for our TORCH mentors and students.

Together, they delivered shut-in gift bags and shared stories, laughter, and

heartfelt moments. These visits were a powerful reminder of the impact young

people can have through simple acts of presence and care.

    In addition, many TORCH students and mentors have been actively serving

during Sunday worship, continuing to grow in leadership and love for our

church community.

FLAME – Adult Education
     FLAME continues its journey through Unit 2 of “No Experience Necessary.”

This group has become a steady, welcoming space for thoughtful discussion,

faith exploration, and fellowship. With an average of eight participants each

week, we’re grateful for this dedicated core—and warmly invite others to join

anytime.

OVERVIEW
    Throughout December, we shared previews of our Christmas Program

during Sunday worship before gathering on Saturday, December 20th for

the full presentation. It was a beautiful example of children, youth, and

adults working together.

Jan. 18 | 9:00 AM – 2nd Grade SpotlightGLOW UPCOMING EVENTS

The Chocolate Candy Bar
Fundraiser has brought

in $1860.00 thus far! 
Congratulations to our

top sellers: Breeleigh
Polzin, Logan Johnson,
Paisley Rasmussen, and
Erica & Dylan Schiferl. 
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Scan to watch online on our app!

Christmas Program
a Comical Bethlehem Courtroom



JAN.  14TH YOUTH ADVISORY MTG 5 :30 PM
JAN.  18TH FLY GROUP MEETING 10 AM

🚐 Mission Trip Update
     We’re excited to share that FLY is officially

registered for our Mission Trip to Indianapolis,

IN in July 2026. Planning is underway, and we

can’t wait to see how God works through this

experience.

Mission Trip Registration Fee: $350   
     First Payment on January 15  of $100th

Reach out to Youth@faithmarshfield.com for more info.

 

         Scan QR Code to make payment:

💛 Thank you
     Thank you to our congregation for your

prayers, encouragement, and ongoing support.

Your investment in our youth empowers them

to grow in faith, leadership, and confidence.

To our FLY students and parents—thank you for

showing up, supporting one another, and

bringing joy to our church community.

📲 Stay Connected  
     Youth and parents—be sure to join the FLY

Group in the Faith Lutheran app for updates,

reminders, and event announcements.

With gratitude and excitement, 

     The FLY Ministry Team

✨ FLY Youth Ministry – December Update 
     December kicked off our fundraiser season

and set the tone for a meaningful and joy-filled

winter. Our youth and advisors gathered on

December 1 to make cookie dough together—an

evening full of laughter, stories, and teamwork. 

     Thanks to your incredible support, over 100

pounds of cookie dough made its way into

homes across our community, with deliveries

completed on December 7. This fundraiser not

only supports our events and mission trip but

also strengthens relationships within our group.

🍂 Holiday Highlights 
     As the month continued, our youth came

together for their annual Holiday Gathering on

December 29th, welcoming both current FLY

members and alumni. Games, an always-popular

sock gift exchange, and our first-ever Ugly

Sweater Contest made for a night full of fun,

connection, and memories. It was a joy to see

generations of FLY youth reconnect and

celebrate together.

      You’ve also likely noticed our youth and

advisors are serving during Sunday worship.

Their willingness to help reflects their growing

commitment to Faith Lutheran and to serving

others. If you ever see ways our youth could

assist around the church or help you personally,

we would love to hear your ideas. Reach out to

Youth Director Justin Polzin at

youth@faithmarshfield.com.
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Faith Lutheran Youth November Update
FROM YOUTH DIRECTOR JUSTIN POLZIN

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Communications Team
INTERUM CHAIR ALICIA HEINRICH

  The Faith Communications Team met in early December to reflect on the year, celebrate progress, and

look ahead to 2026. Here are a few highlights we’d love to share with the congregation:

Puppet Ministry Making an Impact
    The “Puppets of Faith” online ministry is back on track with recording and posting. Even more

exciting, recent Thanksgiving and Advent episodes were syndicated by TV Stations in Cape Cod and

Vermont—spreading Faith Lutheran’s ministry well beyond our walls.

Technology & Livestream Improvements
    The team continues to fine-tune livestream quality, camera settings, and recording reliability. A

Consultant met with the team to assess and test equipment and ensure the best possible worship

experience for both in-person and online viewers. Suggestions included upgraded internet to Fiber and

updated equipment, but will test in January. 

App & Communication Tools
    Push notifications through the church app are now working and being tested with Faith Lutheran

Youth (FLY). This will help us share timely updates and stay better connected as a church community.

Branding, Website, and Welcome Materials
   Work continues on a refreshed branding guide, website updates, and planning for new Welcome

Packets in 2026. These efforts support clear, consistent communication and help us warmly welcome

new and returning members. If you see any mistakes or have any suggestions please reach out to the

communicationsteam@faithmarshfield.com.

Looking Ahead to 2026
 The team reflected on this past year and shared hopes for the future, including:

A refreshed website and app with updated photos

Increased digital presence and outreach

Clear team structures for Audio/Visual, Marketing & Branding, and app administration

    We also celebrate that Tom Loucks has accepted the role of Communications Team Chair for 2026.

Thank you, Tom, for your willingness to serve!

    The Communications Team remains committed to supporting Faith Lutheran’s mission by sharing

the good news, strengthening connections, and helping our congregation stay informed and engaged—

both in person and online. Our next meeting is scheduled for January 7, as we begin the new year with

fresh goals and energy.
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Faith in Action Team Meeting
     Our team will be meeting on Thursday,

January 15th at 6:00pm. We are always looking

for fresh new ideas, so if you have thoughts or

ideas on community outreach or congregational

activities, come join us!

Faith In Action Team Updates
CHAIR TREVA TISDELL

Game Night & Potluck
Sunday, January 18 • 4:00–7:00 PM
    The holidays are over, and if you’re looking for

something fun to do, join us for an evening of

great food and friendly games! Our team will

have cards and board games available, and

you’re welcome to bring a favorite game to

share.

Schedule:
   4:00 PM – Gather and start games

   5:00–6:00 PM – Supper

   6:00–7:00 PM – More games and fun

   A sign-up poster will be available the first

week of January. We hope to see you there!

THANK YOU!  
    Faith in Action members would like to thank

all those who participated in our Christmas

Caroling and our volunteer night at Winter

Wonderland. 

     Dave and Diane Herron, Jean Swenson, Jackie

and Hadlee Plank, Nicki and Brian Quarne, Marty

Yohn, Desiree Tingue, Dale Bohm, Bill and

Carolyn Yanke, The Polzin Family and the Rhodes

Family.  Fun was had by all. We missed the bitter

cold but it was very chilly.  
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Facility Highlights:
There are still a few bills outstanding

for the Parsonage razing.

Discussion on Green Space

recommending to form a

subcommittee to look at how we can

and will use this space with

recommendation brought to the

Annual Meeting in 2027.

Ryann Rhodes has been officially

hired as our new Custodian, Jan. 5th.

House of Heating came and checked

the boilers and furnaces. Everything

looked good.  

There were concerns about the hot

water heater and it was replaced.  

A contract was signed with Bach

Excavating for snow Plowing this

year. The cost is $60 an hour. 
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      Attention women: our Faith Lutheran
Women's planning meeting is January 13th,
2026 at 1:30 pm at church. It has been
changed from our evening time to make it
more convenient as we now prefer going
out in daylight instead of darkness.
    This meeting welcomes all of our Faith
women, anyone who has an interest in
planning events for our women and
church community. New ideas are
welcome. Hope to see you there. 
     Karen Bohm, Faith Lutheran Women

FLC Women Upcoming Meeting
KAREN BOHM

Facilities Management Team

FAITH CONNECTIONS

CHAIR PAM JOHNSON

Worship & Music Highlights:
Pastor Heather will be on vacation Dec. 28

and Jan. 4 . We will have Synod Approved

Minister Barb Krug from Medford, WI on

Dec. 28  and Pastor Nancy Amacher on

Jan. 4 . We look forward to worshipping

with you all in the New Year. 

th

th

th

th

Choir starts back up on January 21  at st

       6:30 PM.

Discussed the importance of being friendly

and introducing ourselves to new

members. 

No check received from Culver’s fundraiser

yet. 

Soup Supper Lenten services to be at the

same time as last year 5:15 Service with

Soup Supper to Follow.

Worship & Music Team
CHAIR L INDA NELSON-SCHREIBER



     The Finance Team met on December 11 and continues to

steward Faith Lutheran’s resources with care, transparency,

and an eye toward the future.  If you are interested in

joining the team, please see Pastor Heather Brown. The next

meeting is January 8 , 8:30 AM.th

Budget Planning
The Finance Team reviewed and recommended a

balanced 2026 budget to Council. An additional budget

conversation is planned in January as teams continue

identifying in-kind support, alternative funding sources,

and stewardship opportunities.

Thanksgiving & Special Offerings
The Thanksgiving Offering raised $975 for Soup or

Socks, supporting food access in our community.

The green Digital Giving Cards were well received in

worship and will continue as an option for giving.

Treasurer & Administrative Updates
An Audit Meeting was help with new Audit Committee

Members for 2026. Max Heller, Zach Hanson and Janeen

Dietsche agreed to be nominated for the 2026 Audit

Committee. They were voted in at the Dec. Council

Meeting. The Annual Audit will take place in January.

Role changes
Alicia plans to transition out of her Interim Finance

Team Chair role. A new chair will be needed in the new

year.

The Financial Secretary will be officially resigning at the

end of December; and a new one will come on board in

January.
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Finance Team
INTERIM CHAIR ALICIA HEINRICH

Finance Team Updates

Treasurer’s Report
FROM TREASURER KENT MUELLER

     General giving for November 2025
was $26,075, compared to $50,243 for
2024 and $28,594 for 2022. The year-
to-date general giving was $259,481
and is slightly higher than the general
giving of $259,242 through November
2024. The November general giving
was $4,753 lower than the breakeven
point for general giving. The
breakeven point is the amount needed
to have a balanced budget for the
year. November income exceeded
expenses by $1,326. This is the first
month since July that the income has
exceeded expenses.
 
     Year-to-date expenses now exceed
income by $11,369. Year-to-date
income is lower than budget by $8,119,
expenses are lower than budget by
$15,442, and interest earnings are
higher than budget by $2,263,
resulting in net loss that is $9,587
lower than budgeted. 



Care Fund Update
FROM TREASURER ALICIA HEINRICH

$15,000
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Memorial and Other Funds Report
FROM TREASURER CINDY PRUST

FROM CHURCH COUNCIL

Capital Campaign Progress

$0

$10,03
2

$10,000

updated on 12/29/25

   We have completed our 2  year of our nd

Multi-year Capital Campaign, and You all
made it happen for a 2  year in a row!
Congratulations! 

nd

Facilities Soup Supper     $ 392
Communications Cards    $ 330
Personnel Brat Fry           $1,122
Education/FIA Brat Fry    $1,000
Garage Sale                    $1,684
Plants from Parsonage     $1,105
Member Donations          $1790
No-Bake Bake Sale           $2,610

                              Total   $10,032

   In December, no requests have been made
other than a request from Wood County
Health Department to help with their literacy
program. Due to it not being for specific
individuals, they passed on the request to
Altrusa and the Social Concerns Team. There
was one donation to the Care Fund in
December. 

Balance as of 11/30/2025     $   8,110.18
Contributions                          $      100.00
Ending Balance 12/29/2025    $    8,210.18

   For more details or any questions, please contact

Cindy Prust. Here are the totals as of 12/08/25:

          Undesignated Memorial       $16,357.51

          Flowers & Altar                    $ 2,738.35

          Piece Corp                           $   422.23

          Music Ministry                     $ 4,273.24

          Churkey Ed. Fund                $ 2,697.24

          God’s Work, Our Hands        $  984.20

          Property Improvement         $  857.58

          Kitchen Remodel                 $ 2,570.95

          Faith In Action                     $  987.27

          Fresh Expressions                $  573.47

          Audio/Visual                        $ 250.00

Financial Updates
Continued...

WE 
MADE 

IT! 

WE 
MADE 

IT! 





FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT:

We gather  on the ancestra l  lands of
the Anishinaabe ,  Ho-Chunk ,

Menominee ,  and Stockbr idge-Munsee
peoples .  Centra l  Wisconsin remains 

home to Indigenous persons—resi l ient
f r iends and neighbors—who cont inue 

to work ,  worship ,  and create bet ter
futures for  a l l .  As a  community rooted
in fa i th and stewardship ,  we commit  to

l is tening ,  learning ,  and car ing for
these sacred lands and waters  -  in  the

spir i t  of  heal ing and hope.

207 S Cherry Ave.
Marshfield, WI 54449
www.faithmarshfield.com
office@faithmarshfield.com
715-387-3757

Fall Office Hours:                                            Service Time:
Tuesdays-Thursdays 8:30 AM-2:30 PM                           Sundays 9:00 AM


