Jude 1:5-10

Week 2: The Danger of Spiritual Compromise Jude 1:5-10 | Remembering God's
Holiness and Judgment

Big Idea: God's past judgments remind us that unbelief, rebellion, and spiritual
arrogance are never harmless. True faith responds to His grace with humility,
obedience, and perseverance.

Primary Emphasis: A healthy view of God's grace never minimizes His holiness, and a
healthy view of His holiness drives us toward the mercy found in Christ.

Discussion Questions

1.

Why do you think people tend to underestimate the consequences of small
compromises or assume that warning signs don't really apply to them?
In verses 5—7, Jude reminds his readers of three examples of divine judgment:

Israel in the wilderness, rebellious angels, and Sodom and Gomorrah. What
common themes do you see in these examples?

Why is it significant that Jude references people who experienced God's
deliverance from Egypt but later faced judgment because of unbelief? What
does that teach us about the danger of merely outward religious participation?

How does Jude's description of the rebellious angels and Sodom and Gomorrah
challenge the assumption that freedom means living without boundaries or
accountability?

Verse 8 describes the false teachers as those who "defile the flesh, reject
authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones." How might these three
characteristics be connected?

In verses 9-10, Jude contrasts Michael the archangel's restraint with the
arrogance of the false teachers. What can we learn about humility, spiritual
authority, and the danger of speaking confidently about things we don't fully
understand?

What is the difference between struggling with sin while sincerely pursuing
Christ and becoming comfortable with or deliberately justifying sin? Why does
that distinction matter?

Are there areas of your life where you are tempted to resist God's authority
because His commands challenge your desires, preferences, or cultural
assumptions?



9. Why is it sometimes difficult for Christians to take God's warnings about sin and
Jjudgment seriously? How can we recover a biblical understanding of God's
holiness without slipping into fear-driven legalism?

10. What does genuine humility look like when discussing difficult spiritual matters,
confronting sin, or navigating disagreement within the church?

Gospel Connection

11. How does the cross demonstrate both the seriousness of God's judgment
against sin and the incredible depth of His mercy toward sinners? How should
these two truths shape the way we respond to temptation?

Closing Reflection

12. Is there a warning from Scripture that you have been tempted to ignore,
minimize, or explain away? What would a humble, gospel-centered response to
that warning look like this week?

Leader Notes Theological foundations

Jude uses history as a warning (vv. 5-7). These accounts demonstrate that God
does not overlook persistent unbelief and rebellion simply because someone has
experienced remarkable blessings or occupies a privileged position.

Proximity to spiritual privilege is not equivalent to saving faith. Israel's history
warns against assuming that participation in God's covenant community
automatically means a person is trusting and obeying Him.

Rebellion expresses itself in multiple ways (v. 8). Jude connects moral corruption
with the rejection of authority and irreverent speech.

Michael models restraint (v. 9). Jude refers to an episode involving Michael and
the devil that is not narrated in the canonical Old Testament. His argument
concerns the appropriate humility of created beings before God's authority.

God's warnings are instruments of grace. Rather than treating these passages as
competing with the promise that believers are kept by Christ, help the group see
warnings as one of the means God uses to preserve His people in faith.

Facilitating the discussion:

For question 2, help group members see the connections without flattening the three
historical examples into precisely the same kind of sin. Jude emphasizes unbelief,
rebellion, and judgment.



For question 3, clarify that the Exodus account should not be used to teach that
genuine believers can casually lose salvation. The passage warns that experiencing
outward blessings does not necessarily demonstrate persevering faith.

For question 6, avoid allowing the conversation to become speculative about angelic
hierarchies or spiritual warfare. Jude's point is that even Michael did not presume to
pronounce judgment on his own authority.

For questions 7-9, distinguish between conviction that leads to repentance and
condemnation that leads to despair. Christians continue to struggle against sin, but
they do not make peace with it.

For question 11, emphasize that Jesus willingly bore judgment on behalf of His
people. This does not minimize the seriousness of sin; it reveals both how serious sin
is and how astonishing God's mercy is.

Cross-references: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Hebrews 3:7-19; Romans 8:1-4; Romans
11:20-22; 1 Peter 5:5-6.

Prayer prompts: Pray for tenderness toward biblical warnings, humility before
God's authority, genuine repentance, and deeper gratitude for the mercy of Jesus
Christ.



