
Judges 19-21

Discussion Guide: Judges 19–21
Theme:When Sin Runs Unchecked — The Collapse of a Society Without God

Big Idea
When God's authority is rejected, sin spreads from individual hearts into families,

communities, and entire societies. The end of Judges shows what happens when everyone
becomes their own authority.

Opening Icebreaker (Optional)

Discussion Questions + Leader Notes

1. As you read Judges 19, what emotions or reactions does this story
produce? Why do you think it is included in Scripture?
Leader Notes:

The passage is intentionally disturbing.

The Bible is exposing the true consequences of unchecked sin.

2. What similarities do you notice between Judges 19 and Genesis 19
(Sodom)?
Leader Notes:

The shocking point:

Israel now resembles Sodom.

Have you ever seen a small problem grow into a major crisis because it was ignored for
too long?

•

Shock•

Grief•
Anger•

Confusion•

Hostility toward strangers•

Sexual violence•
Mob behavior•

Moral collapse•



3. What does the behavior of the Levite reveal about Israel's spiritual
condition?
Leader Notes:

Even spiritual leaders have become corrupt.

4. What does chapter 19 teach us about where sin eventually leads
when left unchecked?
Leader Notes:

Sin never remains contained.

5. How do the tribes initially respond in chapter 20? What appears
commendable?
Leader Notes:

There is still some moral awareness.

6. Why do you think Israel loses the first battles despite having a just
cause?
Leader Notes:

7. What changes in 20:26–28 before God grants victory?
Leader Notes:

Self-preservation•

Failure of leadership•
Lack of compassion•

Abuse of responsibility•

Dehumanization•

Exploitation•
Violence•

Indifference•

Outrage at evil•
Desire for justice•

Unity against wrongdoing•

Justice alone is not enough•

Israel still has spiritual issues•
God is exposing their dependence upon themselves•

Fasting•
Weeping•



Dependence replaces self-confidence.

8. Even after victory, what problems remain unresolved?
Leader Notes:

Military victory is not spiritual renewal.

9. How do the Israelites attempt to solve the Benjamin crisis in
chapter 21?
Leader Notes:

They continue operating according to human wisdom.

10. What does chapter 21 reveal about the inability of people to fix
sin's deepest problems?
Leader Notes:

11. Why does the book end with the statement:

Leader Notes:

12. What longing should the ending of Judges create in us?
Leader Notes:Help the group see:

Sacrifices•

Seeking God•

Massive loss of life•

Tribal division•
Broken relationships•

Spiritual dysfunction•

Human solutions•

Additional violence•
More questionable decisions•

Every solution creates another problem•

Human wisdom proves insufficient•
The deeper issue remains the heart•

"In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes."

This is the theological summary of the book•

The issue is not merely political leadership•
God's people have rejected God's rule•

Need for a righteous king•



The ending is intentionally unresolved.

Closing Application

Gospel Connection (Leader Emphasis)
Judges ends in darkness.
No hero appears.

No great revival happens.
No lasting solution is found.

The book leaves us waiting.
Waiting for a King.

That longing is fulfilled in Jesus.

A strong closing statement:

Leader Tip
For this final discussion, don't rush to application too quickly.

Let people feel:

Because only when we feel the darkness of Judges will we fully appreciate the beauty of
King Jesus.

Need for heart transformation•

Need for a better Deliverer•
Need for Jesus•

Where do you see "doing what is right in your own eyes" in your own heart?•

How does our culture encourage personal autonomy over God's authority?•
What areas of life are hardest for you to fully submit to Christ?•

The King Israel needed•

The Deliverer Judges pointed toward•
The One who transforms hearts, not merely behavior•

The One who brings order out of chaos•

"Judges ends with a nation doing what is right in its own eyes. The gospel begins with a
King who does what is right in the Father's eyes—and invites us to follow Him."

The weight of sin•

The tragedy of drift•
The bankruptcy of self-rule•


